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Westfield Symphony Orchestra Forms
Partnership with New Philharmonic

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – As the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) an-
nounces the start of its new season, it
also has announced exciting news – it
has entered into a partnership with
Morristown’s New Philharmonic of
New Jersey to form an entity with a

nessman.
In a financial climate where other

orchestras are giving up and closing
shop (like Morristown’s Colonial
Symphony), he was looking for ways
to expand his orchestra’s horizons
with new ideas and eclectic program-
ming. Joining forces with the New
Philharmonic allows both groups to

save money by consoli-
dating office staff and
publicity expenses, save
rehearsal costs by per-
forming the same con-
cert twice, and allows
both access to new ven-
ues.

An important aspect
of this collaboration will
be performances in both
Westfield and
Morristown. Most of-
ten, the orchestra will
perform first at The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, and the same
program the following
night under the aegis of
Musica Morristown in
the modern Dolan Per-
formance Hall at the
College of St. Elizabeth.
Westfield Symphony’s
Maestro Wroe will share

some conducting duties with Leon
Hyman, conductor of the New Phil-
harmonic.

The board of the New Philhar-
monic of New Jersey was impressed
with both the business plan and ar-
tistic vision presented by Maestro
Wroe, and pleased to find a dynamic
partner in collaboration. Barry

Zucker, the president of the board of
trustees of the New Philharmonic,
said, “This joint venture is certainly
to the benefit of Morris County and
its adjacent markets, and a wonder-
ful thing for the community which
appreciates what a symphony or-
chestra has to offer. In these times,
everyone needs to collaborate to
make it possible to continue the ex-
cellent tradition of both orchestras
in doing what we do so well.”

Still, “orchestras can’t just con-
tinue with the old model of overture,
concerto, dead German [composer],”
said Maestro Wroe. And while it is
stated humorously, there is a lot of
truth in that.

For symphony orchestras to con-
tinue into the future, they must cul-
tivate new audiences, and today’s
generation, raised with television and
computers, is more visually oriented
than their parents. While the old
standards will always form the back-
bone of symphonic repertoire, the
upcoming season also includes vi-
sual delights, including a silent
movie with live symphonic
soundtrack, a fabulous program with
the famed Dance Theatre of Harlem,
and Westfield’s always sold-out New
Year’s Eve extravaganza with sing-
ers straight from the Broadway stage.

“We are on a roll,” said Maestro
Wroe. “Carried forward by what I
believe to be another eclectic, re-
freshing and diverse program and
exciting expansion opportunities. I
can’t wait for the new season to
begin!”

And the new season is beginning
soon – a 9/11 memorial concert
entitled “America the Brave,” to be
presented Saturday, September 10,
in Westfield and Sunday, Septem-
ber 11, in Morristown. The pro-
gram will include well-known mu-
sic by American composers: Aaron
Copland’s magnificent “Fanfare for
the Common Man,” Samuel
Barber’s elegiac “Adagio for
Strings” and Irving Berlin’s clas-
sic, “God Bless America.” After
intermission, they will perform that
great homage to America, Antonin
Dvorak’s “New World Symphony.”

For more information, or to pur-
chase tickets, call the box office at
(908) 232-9400 or visit
westfieldsymphony.org.

Maestro David Wroe

Westfield Symphony Orchestra

Free Concert by The Nerds
At Oak Ridge Park, Aug. 31
CLARK – The

Union County Sum-
mer Arts Festival
concert series con-
cludes its 51st sea-
son on Wednesday,
August 31, with an
evening of energetic
party music per-
formed by The
Nerds. The Union
County Board of
Chosen Freeholders,
led by Chairwoman
Deborah P. Scanlon,
invites the public to
attend this free concert that begins
at 7:30 p.m. at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark.

You can’t help but have fun when
you spend an evening with The
Nerds. Enjoy sheer entertainment
with the band that combines high-
energy rock and roll with a stage
show of pure talent and comedy.
For more than 25 years, these Jer-
sey guys – Biff, Spaz, Stretch and
Mongo – have performed their en-
dearing brand of rock and pop cov-
ers on a whirlwind ride that has
taken them from popular watering
holes along the Jersey Shore to
Carnegie Hall and the set of “Good
Morning America.” And now they
make their triumphant return to
Union County.

The Union County information
van will be at the concert site with
personnel from the Union County

Police, Division of Emergency
Management, Bureau of Environ-
mental Health and other knowl-
edgeable Union County staff to
answer questions and offer infor-
mation about helpful programs and
recreational activities that are
available to Union County resi-
dents.

Sponsored by Union Center Na-
tional Bank and the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, the
August 31 concert by The Nerds is
free of charge. Lawn chairs, blan-
kets and picnic baskets are encour-
aged. Refreshments and snacks will
be available from vendors.

For rain information, call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
558-4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of
the scheduled concert, or visit the
Union County website, ucnj.org.

Shakespeare in the Park
Labor Day Weekend

dynamic presence in both Union and
Morris Counties.

Maestro David Wroe, the WSO’s
Conductor and Artistic Director, was
the driving force behind this collabo-
ration. Maestro Wroe clearly wears a
number of hats: in addition to con-
ducting and choosing repertoire, he
is an impresario and an astute busi-

WESTFIELD  – Troupe of Friends
and the Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment will present William
Shakespeare’s King Richard II on
Labor Day weekend, September 2-4.

The play examines the transfer of
political power from King Richard to
his cousin, Bullingbrook, the future
King Henry IV. Allegiances change,
loyal followers stay true and family
bonds are tested as power shifts from
one party to another.

Performances will be held at the
gazebo in Mindowaskin Park on East
Broad Street in Westfield on Friday
and Saturday evenings at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday afternoon at 2 p.m.

In the event of rain, performances
will be held in the Westfield Munici-
pal Building Community Room. There
is no charge and all are encouraged to
bring chairs or blankets for seating.

For more information, go to troupe-
of-friends.com.

Troupe of Friends’ Production of King Richard II

Westfield Sweet
Sounds Downtown

Jazz Festival
Tuesday, August 30

7 – 9 p.m.
The Ashley Pettet Trio –

Central Avenue
Too Blue Lou and the Groove
E. Broad Street & North Ave.

Les Jumelles Jazz –
Elm Street

The Jim Martocci Quartet –
North Avenue

SP Resident Gets Swept Up in Pageants,
Makes Life-Long Friends in the Process

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Ironically,
sometimes words come back to haunt
us. Just ask Scotch Plains resident
Sally Johnston, who told her hus-
band, Bob, in 1966 that she did not
want “anything to do with that stupid
pageant.” She was referring to the
local Miss Union County Pageant, a
preliminary competition that leads
up to Miss America.

It was run at that time by the Scotch

Plains/Fanwood Jaycees. As a mem-
ber of the Jaycees, Bob was sched-
uled to help with the pageant, and he
dragged Sally along against her will.

Sally Johnston has had to eat those
words about the pageant, because for
the last 45 years, she has been a part
of the Miss America Organization in
one way or another.

“It’s funny how fast I got swept up
in the program,” she says. “At the
rehearsal of that first pageant, I saw
this poor girl who did a dance routine

that just stopped in the middle of the
song because of the talent segment
time constraints. I helped her cho-
reograph a better ending. Then an-
other gal’s dress was too big and I
altered it for her. After that I started
to get more involved backstage.”

From being a “helping hand” back-
stage, Sally – everyone is asked to call
her that – presently is the co-executive
director of the Miss New Jersey Pag-
eant that is now aptly named the Miss
NJ Education Foundation because of
the thousands of dollars it gives in
scholarships to the contestants.

During those 45 years, Sally has
worn many hats – as chaperon, local
director, local judge, state judge and
even the traveling companion of Miss
America herself.

From the mid-1970s through the
1980s, she worked as co-director of
Miss Union County, and later served
on the board of Miss New Jersey. As
chaperon of Miss New Jersey, she
yearly attended the national pageants
held in Atlantic City and now goes to
Las Vegas with Miss New Jerseys,
serving as what is referred to today
as the “traveling companion.” In the
’90s, she stepped forward to help run
the New Jersey state competition in
Ocean City by also serving as co-
executive director of the non-profit
organization.

 “Yes, I’ve worn a lot of hats
through the years,” she laughs. She
mentors, teaches, guides and often
acts as a confidant to Miss New Jer-
sey. “Sometimes I almost become
their ‘new best friend’ because we
spend so much time together. The
girls share their dreams and fears
with me. I find, though, that as I
teach them new things, in turn, they
teach me new things,” she said.

For Sally, the most fulfilling as-
pect of her volunteer job is traveling
with the Miss New Jersey in her
appearances, which average two to
four a week, depending upon the
queen’s college and/or work sched-
ule. Each Miss New Jersey promotes
a social platform or charity and
speaks at schools and civic organiza-
tions on behalf of it.

After half a century with a program
of this magnitude, what keeps her
involvement fresh? “Each year, it’s a
different experience with a new gal,”
Sally says with a contagious smile
and a gleam in her deep turquoise
eyes. Yet along with the newness of
each Miss New Jersey, she gets to see
old friends who also are a part of the
Miss America Organization. “Some
of my lifelong best friends – other
directors and traveling companions –
are from the pageant.”

This dedicated, passionate volun-
teer has facts and figures to support
why Miss America is worthy of her
lifetime efforts. “What many people
don’t know is that Miss America is
the largest volunteer army in America.
Volunteers like me are helping young
women from the age of 18-24 to
make their dreams come true. These
young women are some of America’s
best role models – they are in the top
of their class, they devote time and
energy to developing their talents and
staying physically fit. On top of that,
they spend countless hours volun-
teering in their communities.”

She continued, “This program
helps young women with life skills
by prepping them for interviews and
public speaking. Our Miss New Jer-
sey contestants can get up and speak
in front of any size group after pre-
paring for the interview segment of
competition.”

Concerning competition itself,
Sally tells each new crop of Miss New
Jersey contestants, “When you look
at the others, look with eyes of love,
not envy, or jealousy. Only one girl
goes home with the crown of Miss
New Jersey, but you are making
friends in this pageant that could last
a lifetime.” Sally knows this for sure,
since she calls all of her Miss New
Jerseys lifetime friends.

For more information about the
local pageant or the state pageant,
visit missunioncountynj.com or the
state’s website at
missnewjersey.net.

***
The Westfield Leader and The

Times freelance reporter, Susan
Dougherty, was Miss Union County
1967 and 1969 and currently is a
state field director for the Miss New
Jersey Pageant for Miss America.

The Nerds

Photo by Richard Krauss, Official Miss NJ Photographer
BEAUTIFUL GIRLS…In Ocean City in June, Katharyn Nicolle, left, became
Miss New Jersey 2011-12 and will compete for the Miss America crown in
January in Las Vegas. She is congratulated after the final competition by her new
traveling companion, Sally Johnston of Scotch Plains, and friend Michelle
Goldberg, the current Miss Union County.

Schedule
September 2-5

Daily 4:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Friday, September 2

 Live music from Rewind
Saturday, September 3

Mass in Italian immediately
followed by a procession and live

music by the Mike Aramondo
Band and RB Express

Sunday, September 4 – Live
music from the Broadcasters

Monday, September 5
Live music features the VooDudes

The St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Parish and Academy are located at
2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains.

For more information, visit
stbartholomewchurch.org.

St. Bart’s Annual Italian Festival Set
For Labor Day Weekend

SCOTCH PLAINS – Perhaps the
best-kept secret in New Jersey is
the traditional Annual Labor Day
Italian Feast in Scotch Plains, hosted
by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Chapter of UNICO, St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church and St.
Bartholomew’s Academy. The fes-
tival has been an annual tradition
honoring San Nicola di Bari, the
patron saint of the town of
Montazzoli, Italy, since 1974. The
feast is truly a great family event
and has something for everyone to
enjoy. There is nightly live music,
rides, games and great food includ-
ing favorites like pizza, pasta,
zeppoles, clams, mussels and
calzones. In addition, there are
nightly 50/50 drawings and a super
50/50 raffle on Monday.

All proceeds benefit St.

Bartholomew the Apostle Church
and Academy and the Scotch Plains
UNICO organization.

Email us at: gillespiesfoods@yahoo.com
856 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ


