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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Support Free Outdoor Music
with MusicFest Sponsorship
UNION COUNTY – Music fans

can show their support for the 14th
annual Union County MusicFest
this September, by becoming a
“Friends of MusicFest” individual
sponsor. Artists confirmed for
MusicFest so far include Blondie,
Neon Trees, Paul Rodgers of Bad
Company, Live’s Ed Kowalczyk,
Toad the Wet Sprocket, Southside
Johnny, the Smithereens, among
others.

MusicFest is part of the Union
County Fair, scheduled this year
from Wednesday September 14
through Sunday September 18. Free
MusicFest concerts are staged each
day along with carnival rides, food
and craft vendors, and much more.

Friends of MusicFest individual
sponsorships are offered by the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (UCPAC), an integral partner
with Union County in presenting
MusicFest.

For complete details, visit
ucmusicfest.org and follow the
Sponsors link to Friends of
MusicFest.

The Friends of MusicFest area
will also include intimate, exclu-
sive performances by Mike Peters,
Cy Curnin of The Fixx, Brian
McVernon, and many more.

Generous sponsorships, includ-
ing that of presenting sponsor Over-
look Medical Center and other cor-
porate and local businesses, have
helped to offset the cost of staging
MusicFest since its inception.
Friends of MusicFest sponsorships

were offered for the first time last
year, to enable individual music fans
to join in the tradition.

This year, Friends of MusicFest
sponsorships are available at $30
per person for Friday September
16, $40 for Saturday September 17,
and $30 for Sunday September 18.
Sunday is New Jersey Family Day
presented by Kean University, fea-
turing the Smithereens and head-
lined by Southside Johnny and the
Asbury Jukes.

For a package of all three days, the
sponsorship is $60 per person. As a
token of appreciation, Friends of
MusicFest sponsors each receive
three free beverages and free onsite
parking. Friends of MusicFest also
have use of the Jack Daniels Lounge,
featuring seating and nearby bath-
room facilities. This year, the lounge
has been moved to a new location
between the two main stages for
better views of both stages.

For all information on the Union
County Fair including Friends of
MusicFest and new MusicFest
lineup announcements, visit
theucfair.org, ucmusicfest.org.

“The Help”
A Domestic Problem

3 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

It’s about time I got to review
something like Tate Taylor’s “The
Help,” a vital work with a begin-
ning, middle, end and something
important to say. Inundated by the
summer of FX, where every mo-
ment of almost every movie has at-
tempted to emulate the last two min-
utes of a 4th of July fireworks ex-
travaganza, I was trapped inside a
pinball machine.

But ah, relief has sprung. It’s like
finally being in the company of adults
after far too much time among the
whims and vagaries of adolescence.
This fine film adapted from Kathryn
Stockett’s bestselling novel of the
same title, about race relations in the
South, circa the early ‘60’s, proves
they can still make ‘em liked they
used to, on occasion.

Astute car-casting sets the sociol-
ogy and time as pretty Skeeter
(Emma Stone), just graduated from
Ole Miss, drives her blue Cadillac
convertible to the Jackson Journal in
search of a career. No future mint
julep drinking matron here…no
ma’am. She unfurls a letter of pos-
sible employment at a N.Y.C. pub-
lishing house, if she can “gain expe-
rience.”

A pixyish sort, the editor is swayed
by her moxie. And as it just so hap-
pens, he needs a new household hints
columnist. While Skeeter doesn’t
know a thing about keeping house,
they both agree that one has to start
a life of belles-lettres somewhere.
The irony is that, in a manner of
speaking, she is about to become an
expert on domestic affairs.

Domestic as in maid, that
is…specifically, the African-Ameri-
can women who have cooked,
cleaned and essentially raised the
children of Jackson, Mississippi’s
white families, uninterruptedly, since
the slave days. It starts off rather
naively. Skeeter just had a few ques-
tions.

But domestic problem is soon de-
fined in its national sense when, in
hoping that Viola Davis’s superbly
played maid, Aibileen, might help
her with tips about getting stains out
of garments and the such, it opens a
can of worms which leads to shock-
ing insights. Filmmaker Taylor as-
tutely weaves a superbly tangled web
of black and white stories.

 It also gets personal. When she
learns that Constantine (Cicely
Tyson), the housekeeper who raised
her, has unexplainably left the
family’s employment, Skeeter takes
note of a syndrome. The black help
showers its affection on the white
kids who, with few exceptions, grow
up to be just as prejudiced as their
parents. Well, by gum, not Skeeter.

Further inspired by the cosmo-
politan editor, Miss Stein (Mary
Steenburgen), in the Big Apple,
Eugenia ‘Skeeter’ Phelan, smartly

exacted by Emma Stone, asks
Aibileen to help her really clean
house, to tell what it’s like to be on
her end of Jim Crowism. And just in
case that’s not risky enough, could
she get her fellow maids to contrib-
ute their stories?

Diametrically opposed to the
epiphany Skeeter secretly makes
her cause celebre is Bryce Dallas
Howard’s Hilly Holbrook, self-ap-
pointed leader of those former debs
who now embrace the status quo.
Hilly won’t be happy until every
lily white home has separate toilet
facilities for its black servants. Be-
sides, she justifies, it’ll add value to
your house.

Supplying tension and heart-
rending emotion, the script tells a
parallel tale from the help’s per-
spective. While devoted to the little
charges who too rarely receive nur-
turing from their parents, Aibileen
knows what punishment awaits if
it’s found she’s sharing confidences.
Colleague Minny Jackson’s
(Octavia Spencer) plight is just as
trenchant.

There was a time Minny’s leg-
endary fried chicken protected her
from the more severe wiles of the
system. But when she suffers the
brunt of scapegoatism employers
routinely used to deflect blame from
their own ghastly behavior, she also
joins the underground confederacy
supplying Skeeter info for a tell-all
book. She has plenty to tell, too.

Offering a seriocomic angle from
which to view the desperate man-
ner employed by the landed gentry
to preserve its socioeconomic pri-
macy, Jessica Chastain’s Celia Foote
is the only gal unafraid to hire the
ostracized Minny. Unaccepted as
well “Because,” as Minny bluntly
puts it, “you white trash,” her sexy
innocence is humorously touching.

Of lesser importance, meant to
underline how the crusading Skeeter
diverges from her rigidly indoctri-
nated contemporaries, is the sub-
plot about her hapless social life.
She’d like to pick and choose…opt
only for the folkways and mores of
her culture she still holds dear.
Whether she can find a local beau
sympathetic to that path remains to
be seen.

Moving, intelligent and told via
stellar performances, novelist
Kathryn Stockett’s uniquely per-
sonal look at the civil rights struggle
reminds that the humanitarian work
that gained momentum in the 1960s
remains unfinished. Combined with
a profoundly ennobling paean to sis-
terhood, this eye-opener just might
be “The Help” the cause needs.

…
 “The Help,” rated PG-13, is a

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pic-
tures release directed by Tate Tay-
lor and stars Emma Stone, Bryce
Dallas Howard and Octavia Spen-
cer. Running time: 137 minutes

Fall Registration at the
NJWA Music Studio

MUSIC TO MY EARS…The New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts Music Stu-
dio offers a variety of programs for
students of all ages. Registration is
now underway for the fall semester of
classes and orchestra membership.

WESTFIELD - Music can add so
much enrichment to our lives.
Whether a musician is a novice just
learning the basics, or an experienced
player improving upon his skills, the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) Music Studio can provide
the appropriate level of instruction.

With a creative staff of highly
skilled music educators and profes-
sional artists, NJWA Founder and
Executive Director Dr. Ted
Schlosberg ensures that “Each stu-
dent enrolled will be matched with
the appropriate faculty member who
has the knowledge and experience
to design a suitable learning atmo-
sphere for the individual learner.”

He also stated, “The staff mem-
bers are experienced teachers who
encourage students in their indi-
vidual goals, whether for personal
enjoyment or to prepare for perfor-
mances, auditions or music compe-
titions.”

The fall semester, which begins
on September 11, offers individual
vocal and instrumental lessons, for
both children and adults, in a 30, 45
or 60-minute format. There are sepa-
rate fall, winter, spring and summer
sessions, for which students may reg-
ister at any time and tuition will be
pro-rated accordingly.

The Music Studio also offers a
group piano program for ages 4 and
older entitled Kids on Keys. In this
exciting and innovative class, stu-
dents use the Musique Rapide
method, an accelerated program,
which helps them grasp the funda-
mentals of reading music.

Returning for the fall will be Violin
Magic, a group violin course in which
adult students will learn the basics of
playing this instrument, using an
eclectic approach, with methods de-
veloped by Dr. Schlosberg. Students
will learn theory and the fundamen-
tals of playing on all four strings in
the first position, using a wide range
of materials which includes a basic
text book, repertoire, duet, rhythm
studies, scales and ensemble music.

The Music Studio also provides
opportunities for area musicians to
play in its summer ensembles, as well
as year-round orchestras. Among
these are the NJWA Concert Band,
NJWA Summer Symphony, Rockin’
Jazz Band, International Alphorn
Society Ensemble, and the Saturday
Matinee Orchestra.

Several other divisions of the NJWA
include the Westfield Summer Work-
shop, Kids ‘n’ Arts, the Westfield
Fencing Club, the Music Connec-
tion and the Westfield Art Gallery.
Additional classes and programs
are often added to the schedule dur-
ing the year.

The organization also has a vari-
ety of new and used musical instru-
ments available for purchase or
rental in its Music Store.

For a brochure or more informa-
tion on any program of the NJWA,
please phone (908) 789-9696; visit
the studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

UC Fair and MusicFest
September 14 –18 in Clark

CLARK – The Union County Fair
and MusicFest will be held in Oak
Ridge Park in Clark from Wednes-
day, September 14, to Sunday, Sep-
tember 18.

The fair begins on Wednesday,
September 14, and will feature over
20 favorite amusement rides includ-
ing an 80-foot ferris wheel will thrill
people of all ages. A midway filled
with games, music and activities will
add to the fun and excitement. Thurs-
day is Family Day when you can get
endless rides with the purchase of a
wristband, and make sure to stay for
the Thursday night fireworks that
kick off the weekend celebration.

On Saturday and Sunday, the Fair
expands to include the Kids King-
dom Traveling Jubilee with activi-
ties and free performances just for
children, along with GaminRide’s
32-foot mobile video game lounge
and mobile laser maze, a new ex-
panded Marketplace that features
Jersey Fresh produce among a vast
array of delicious foods and bever-
ages, and much more. Comfort sta-
tions are available for parents with
little ones.

Performances will begin on Fri-
day, September 16, and will run
through Sunday, September 18, fea-
turing the following performances:
Friday, September 16 – LIVE’s Ed
Kowalczyk and Collective Soul; Sat-
urday, September 17 – Mike Peters

along with the School of Rock
Allstars, Nicole Atkins and The Black
Sea, Toad the Wet Sprocket, Neon
Trees, Paul Rodgers and headliner,
Blondie; Sunday, September 18 –
School of Rock Tribute to
Springsteen, The Smithereens and
Southside Johnny.

Other events include: September
16 – 18 Hell On Wheels, a leading
action sports entertainment company
where the world’s top riders come
together; The Marketplace and the
Green Village Collective, a dramatic
interactive installation made with re-
cycled plastic water bottles, exhibits
on conservation and sustainability,
and artworks using recycled materi-
als by local artists.

On Saturday September 17, the
Rock On! Walkathon/5K Rock and
Run will take place. The event is
dedicated to the fight against cancer.
This year’s event continues the com-
mitment to make a difference glo-
bally and locally, and will again ben-
efit the Love Hope Strength Founda-
tion and The Valerie Fund.

On September 17 – 18, Kids King-
dom, a fun filled event created just
for kids and their families featuring
rides, games, educational and inter-
active experiences plus non-stop stage
performances by musicians geared
just for kids will open.

For more information, visit
ucmusicfest.com.

Archery Safety Lessons
Available At Oak Ridge Park

CLARK – The sport of archery is
alive and well in Union County and
there is no time like the present to
enjoy the Union County Archery
Range at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.
The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders announces that archery
safety classes are available for people
who would like to learn the basics of
archery.

Each archery course is two hours
long and consists of a safety training
session followed by hands-on instruc-
tion at the range. The fee is $20 per
person. There will be a minimum of
eight and a maximum of 24 partici-
pants per class.

Archery equipment is provided by
the County of Union and lessons are
taught by a trained and certified USA
Archery Instructor and/or a trained
and certified 4-H National Archery
Instructor.

Group archery lessons are sched-
uled for Sunday, September 11, at 2
p.m. and Sunday, September 25, at 2
p.m.

After successful completion of the
lesson and a safety questionnaire,
participants are qualified to purchase
a Union County Archery Range ID
card that permits them to use Union
County’s Archery Range. The range
is open daily, dawn to dusk.

Anyone who has already completed
an accredited archery safety course

can call (908) 527-4900 for informa-
tion about purchasing a Union County
Archery Range ID Card.

The fee for the ID card is $20 for
adult Union County residents and
$10 for youths and seniors. The Union
County fee also applies to residents
of Edison. The ID card fee for all
other out-of-county residents is $30
for adults and $15 for youths and
seniors.

Archery safety class space is lim-
ited, so reservations are required.
Anyone interested in learning the safe
use of a bow and arrow should call
the reservation desk at the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900. Registration for an archery
safety class is on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Private family and small group les-
sons for eight or fewer people also
are available. Please call (908) 654-
9854 to schedule a private small group
lessons.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROCK ROYALTY...Almost Queen, a Queen cover band, performed at the Union
County Summer Arts Festival Concert Series held at Oak Ridge Park in  Clark
August 17. The free series concludes Wednesday, August 31, with The Nerds, a
high-energy rock and roll band, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

REGISTRATION TIMES:

Tuesday, September 6th:
12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

Wednesday, September 7th:
12:00 - 4:00pm

Thursday, September 8th:
12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

137 Central Ave., 2nd Fl. Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-3011
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WESTFIELD SCHOOL OF DANCE
2011-2012 Season

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
Pointe • Hip Hop
Pre-School Dance

Little Stars Ballerina Program
(Dance for Special Needs)

New Classes Begin Sept 12
908-789-3011

www.thewestfieldschoolofdance.com

August:
Every Tues., Wed. & Thurs. - 10:00am - 3:00pm

Continuo Arts
Upcoming Events

SUMMIT – On Tuesday, Sep-
tember 6, Continuo Arts will host
an Open House Sing-In at the
Historic Twin Maples Estate, 214
Springfield Avenue, Summit. In-
terested new singers and potential
members are welcome to partici-
pate with one of several
intergenerational choral en-
sembles available for all ages.

Sing-a-long with: Children’s
Chorus (ages 6-13) 4:30-5:30
p.m., The Continuos + Singers
(boys + girls ages 13-18) 5:30-7
p.m. and Civic Chorale (Adult
Singers) 7:30-9 p.m.

On Wednesday, September 7,
Continuo Arts will hold Seniors
Sing!, from 11 a.m. to 12 noon at
the Summit Community Center,
100 Morris Avenue, Summit. All
area senior citizens are invited to
Seniors Sing, a light-hearted cho-
ral program offered by the
Continuo Arts Foundation and
Summit Community Programs,
and partially funded by a grant
from the Summit Area Public
Foundation. No experience or
training needed, just a love of
singing.

For additional information, call
(908) 264-5324 or visit the website
at continuoarts.com.

Bark-a-Que Set For
September 17

SUMMIT – The first annual Bark-
a-Que will be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 17, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the Village Green located at the inter-
section of Maple and Broad Street.
The event will benefit the Home for
Good dog rescue organization.

Featured will be games, contests,
family and dog photo contests, as
well as a silent auction, microchip
clinic and “Ask the Vet” tent. Dog
adoptions will also take place.

Local vendors will be on hand to
provide food and beverage and there
will be live entertainment.

To register for this event, email
contacthfg@gmail.com, or call (908)
598-8212. Sponsors are also being
sought.

Pet supplies and donations are ac-
cepted. For more information visit
homeforgooddogs.org.

Free Beginning Bridge
Lessons Offered

LIVINGSTON - Essex Bridge Cen-
ter will be offering beginning bridge
lessons starting in September. The
morning session will begin Thurs-
day, September 8, and run from 9:10
until 11:40 a.m. The evening session
begins Monday, September 12, and
runs from 6:30 until 9 p.m.

The first six lessons of this series
and the book for the course are free of
charge. This is a chance to learn by
actually playing along with other be-
ginners No partner is necessary and
free light refreshments will be served
Learn a fun, challenging game and
make new friends.

Essex Bridge Center is located up-
stairs in VFW Post 2856 at 95 W. Mt.
Pleasant Avenue in Livingston.

For more information, visit
www.essexbridgecenter.com or call
(973) 535-9262.
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