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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
QUEEN FOR A DAY...The rock group Almost Queen entertained a large crowd at the Union County Summer Arts Festival
Concert Series held at Oak Ridge Park in  Clark August 17. The free series concludes Wednesday, August 31, with The Nerds,
a high-energy rock and roll band, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FAIR IS FAIR…New Jersey State Senator Michael Doherty addressed residents
from the TEA (Taxed Enough Already) Party at the Scotch Hills Country Club
in Scotch Plains August 17, at which time he presented his Fair School Funding
Plan.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GAME ON…The Westfield High School Varsity Football team gears up for their
upcoming season under the direction of Head Coach Jim DeSarno. The team’s
first game will be against Scotch Plains at home on Saturday, September 10, at
Gary Kehler Stadium, with kick-off at 1 p.m.

Freeholder Hired to Head UCUA
After ‘Whistleblower’ Resigns

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holder Dan Sullivan has been named
acting executive director of the
county’s utilities authority after Sunil
Garg resigned August 9 shortly after
losing a whistleblower lawsuit he
brought last year.

Mr. Sullivan, according to a press
release issued by the county’s public
information department, will continue
to serve as a freeholder, but will forego
his $30,000 salary and health and
benefits package from the county. He
is being paid a salary of $130,000 as
interim Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA) executive director.
Mr. Garg was paid $153,000 as direc-
tor, according to public records. Mr.

Sullivan previously served in the New
Jersey Division of Motor Vehicle
Services as assistant chief adminis-
trator at a salary of $113,650, accord-
ing to public records.

Mr. Garg had served as UCUA
executive director since 2006. He filed
a lawsuit against Covanta Energy, the
operator of the Union County gar-
bage-to-electricity incinerator in
Rahway, for $180 million in August
2010, according to published reports,
alleging that Covanta had over-
charged the UCUA in tipping fees to
towns dumping at the facility and for
under paying the incinerator host fee
to Rahway.

The lawsuit “was pursued by Garg
on his own after both the United
States and the State of New Jersey
declined to pursue it,” according to a
statement from Peter Colonna-
Romano, a Cherry Hill attorney rep-
resenting Covanta Energy.

“[Garg] brought the lawsuit with-
out the authority and contrary to the
views of the UCUA. Garg contended
in his lawsuit that Covanta failed to
pay amounts that he (but not the
UCUA) believed were owed under
the agreements between Covanta and
the UCUA,” Mr. Romano said. “To
fit within the requirements of the
FCA (False Claims Act), Garg ar-
gued that the money he claimed
Covanta owed should be regarded as
federal funds because the construc-

tion of the waste-to-energy facility
was funded by the proceeds of tax-
exempt bonds.”

“[The] theory of the case turns on
whether or not the taxes that the fed-
eral government does not collect as a
result of the UCUA’s bonds’ tax-ex-
empt status serve as federal funds for
purposes of the FCA,” United States
District Court Judge Jose Linres ex-
plained in his ruling. “The Court finds
[Mr. Garg’s] contention that an entity
is a grantee or recipient of federal
monies by virtue of the fact that said
entity is the beneficiary of a federal
tax benefit too tenuous to support a
theory that the UCUA is either a
grantee or recipient of federal mon-
ies under the FCA.”

When reached by phone for com-
ment on Thursday, Mr. Sullivan, who
began his position last week, said he
not want to comment on Mr. Garg or
the details of the lawsuit.

He said his main focus in his posi-
tion is completion of the extension of
Covanta’s lease with the UCUA
through 2031. The original lease,
signed in 1998, runs through 2023.
Mr. Sullivan said the state’s Local
Finance Board approved the agree-
ment last Thursday, a requirement
needed before the agreement can
move forward. A DCA spokeswoman
confirmed that the board had ap-
proved the UCUA financing plan.

Report: Crosswalk Signal
Meeting Town’s Objectives

Westfield Planning Bd. Approves
Ferraro’s Rebuilding Concept

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Elm Street’s an-
chor restaurant, Ferraro’s, will “liter-
ally rise from the ashes” after burning
down May 5 this year. Attorney Rich-
ard Elbert for Palmiro Ferraro, Inc.
used the phrase in his closing re-
marks before the Westfield planning
board, Thursday night, prior to a
unanimous vote approving the multi-
story restaurant’s return.

The applicant made changes to its
earlier designs, seen in July, after
hearing complaints from Westfield
restaurant owners that they did not
adhere strictly enough to the town’s
liquor law.

On a square-foot basis, at least 75

percent of the premises – for those
operating with conditional liquor li-
censes like Ferraro’s – must be on the
ground floor of the building.

To be in compliance, Ferraro’s will
again lease part of an adjacent lot on
Elm Street next to what was the piz-
zeria that was destroyed in the fire. A
new three-story building also will be
constructed featuring family-style
dining on the first floor and a waiting
area and fine dining on the second
floor. Under the revised plans, the
third floor, chartered as a separate
LLC, will be used for private parties
and catering and will not be included
in the restaurant’s liquor license.

Ferraro’s will create a separate cor-
porate entity for that floor. Maria

Ferraro Murray told The Westfield
Leader that the restaurant would move
its catering business from South
Elmer Street to the third floor of the
new building.

“We sort of just flip flopped every-
thing around,” Ms. Murray told The
Leader, noting that Ferraro’s has al-
ready moved its take-out business to
its South Elmer Street location.

One planning-board member ex-
pressed concerns about a second-floor
retractable wall that separates the ser-
vice bar from the dining room.

By ordinance, Ferraro’s can only
serve alcohol to diners at tables, and
no alcohol may be served or con-
sumed in any part of the licensed
premises except in the rooms fur-
nished and used as a dining-room
space.

“I don’t want any objection to the
law,” board member Jim Foerst said.
“The dining could still be in the same
area as the bar if the wall is retracted.
I don’t want the ability to violate the
liquor law. I recommend getting a
permanent wall so there is no viola-
tion.”

Ferraro’s was amenable to the sug-
gestion, and Mr. Elbert said, as a
condition of approval, his client must
meet all aspects of the local liquor
statute.

In total, the entire first floor can
seat 190 diners, with 50 and 70 seats
available on the second and third
floors, respectively.

Some quality-of-life concerns –
about noise, garbage disposal and
effects to the town’s visual aesthetic
– were voiced during the three-hour
meeting, but the Westfield Planning
Board saw no need to stand in the
project’s way.

Mr. Foerst, an admitted enthusiast
of the eatery, called the restaurant
“part of [his] family’s life” and said
his 4-year-old son even cried at hear-
ing the news of the restaurant’s de-
struction.

“It was a huge loss for the town,” he
said. “I’m glad they’ll be expanding
the streetscape. There’s nothing bet-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Doherty Unveils School Aid
Plan at SP Town Hall Mtg.

By PETER GRIESMER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nearly 50
area residents, town officials, school
administrators and teachers turned
out to hear State Senator Michael
Doherty (R-23, Hunterdon County)
speak about his “Fair School Fund-
ing Plan” at the town hall meeting
last Wednesday in Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club.

 With figures gathered from the
Department of Education, Mr.
Doherty showed how the Westfield
school district received $2,139,242
in school aid for the 2011-2012 school
year for its 6,438 students, thus pro-
viding $332 for each student. Asbury
Park, by comparison, received
$57,632,816 for the upcoming year
to be distributed amongst its 2,316

students, leaving each student with
$24,885, nearly 75 times the amount
of aid allotted to each student in the
Westfield school district.

The state income tax made
Westfield liable for $92,231,222 in
the 2008 tax year. With its population
of 30,282, the average Westfield resi-
dent — as Mr. Doherty showed —
was liable for $3,046. Asbury Park
was liable for $3,835,809, which,
when split amongst the 11,758-per-
son population, left the average resi-
dent responsible for $326. Thus,
Westfield contributed more than nine
times as much to the income tax fund
in 2008. Mr. Doherty noted the com-
bined effect of the progressive in-
come tax and its current method of
redistribution as school aid is that for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Following nearly
30 years worth of studies, meetings
and resident vocalizations on both
sides of the issue, the traffic signal
installed earlier this year on Central
Avenue between Clover Street and
Rodger Avenue is doing its job in
providing a safe crossing for pedes-
trians, according to a report issued
last week by the Westfield Police
Department (WPD).

The light is a HAWK (High inten-
sity Activated crossWalK), which
remains dark until a pedestrian acti-
vates it by pressing a button. The
pedestrian is then advised to make
sure traffic has come to a stop before
crossing the street.

The report, issued last Tuesday by
the WPD, gives an overview of the
process under which the placement
of the light took place, including pre-
vious traffic studies and counts that
were performed. The full report is
available at goleader.com and
westfieldnj.gov.

While the first conversations and
reports regarding a light on Central

Avenue date back to the 1980s with a
light suggested by residents at the
intersection of Cambridge Road and
Central Avenue, in 2002 a meeting
was held to discuss the possibility of
a traffic light at the intersection of
Clover Street and Central Avenue. At
that time Union County, which main-
tains Central Avenue, hired a traffic-
consulting firm to perform an analy-
sis and found that the intersection did
not meet the criteria for a traffic light.

In 2005, public meetings were held
regarding several traffic “hot spots”
which included the intersection of
Clover and Central. At that time the
town’s traffic expert, Gordon Meth,
recommended that the crosswalk be
moved from the corner to mid-block,
placing it to the north of Adina
Enculescu’s driveway. The town for-
warded its request to Union County,
which at the time was undertaking its
own studies for the Central Avenue
corridor project.

In 2007, the county hired The Louis
Berger Group to study the corridor,
including the suggested mid-block
crosswalk and the cul-de-sacing of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Residents Comment on Tuesday’s
Earthquake With Humor, Relief

AREA – At 1:55 p.m. Tuesday,
August 23, 2011 for approximately
1.5 minutes (duration measured by
the computer screens shaking), people
of the region reporting to the newspa-
per from Newark, Westfield and
Scotch Plains noted a low-level earth-
quake causing buildings, desks and
computer screens to sway. As of 2
p.m., no damage or injuries had been
reported.

A level 5.8 earthquake occurred
with the epicenter in northern Vir-
ginia that transmitted tremors as far
north as Boston. In this area, officials
estimate the effect was approximately
a level 3.

Most people on the east coast had

never experienced an earthquake and
were at first confused. Once they
realized what had occurred, many
humorous comments were transmit-
ted by email and phone.

Some of the area comments were:
Scotch Plains – I am in my apart-

ment and I was totally freaked out
because everything was moving and
shaking!

Westfield – My son says, ‘Dad, an
earthquake.’ Having spent several
years in California, it passed me by.

Emergency Alert 6108
@ucfirstalert.org – There has been
reports of an earthquake in the Vir-
ginia/Washington, D.C. area that has

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FROM THE DECK...Area Republicans meet in Mountainside at the home of Glenn
and Joanne Mortimer Tuesday evening. Pictured, left to right, are: Carol Kearney,
candidate for Garwood Council; Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz of Summit.
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Photo courtesy of Ed Bumiller
MERIT…Boy Scouts of Troop No. 104 of Scotch Plains spent a week at Sabattis
Adventure Camp in Adirondack Park. The scouts earned merit badges and won
several awards. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, Scott Kaiser, Daniel
Holloway, Grady Szuch, Michael Lockfeld, Michael Bonnell, Brandon Novello,
Steven Rhein, Ian Gordon and Trent Paulovitis, and second row, Chris Ho, Liam
Cummings, Jamey Kaiser, T.J. Zimmermann, Antonio Spadaro, Nick Spadaro,
Mike Gentile, Grant Brown, Sam Venick, Ryan Lesiak, Steven Ho, Conor
Cheney, Dan Farrell and Doug McIntyre.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
RINK ON THE BRINK...The Union County Freeholders are discussing the
future of the Warinanco Ice Skating Rink, shown above.

every $1 Westfield and Asbury Park
currently pay in income tax, Westfield
receives back $0.02 for school aid
whereas Asbury Park receives $15.02.

 Referring to such figures as “inde-
fensible,” Mr. Doherty said, “Our pro-
gressive income tax [already] ac-
counts for economic differences
amongst residents: those individuals
who make more pay more, and those
individuals who make less pay less.”

The top 1 percent of income-earn-
ing residents in the state ultimately
provides 38.5 percent of the total fund-
ing gathered from income taxes, ac-
cording to Mr. Doherty and the New
Jersey Department of the Treasury
for the 2009 tax year, the last year
such information was available. Resi-
dents whose incomes rank in the bot-
tom 33 percent pay nothing in income
tax. Sen. Doherty asked, “When the
income tax fund (i.e. the school fund)
is collected progressively, shouldn’t
the money be distributed equally to
each student regardless of where that
student lives or the economic status
of that student’s family?”

 The Fair School Funding Plan
would redistribute funding gathered
from the current income tax equally
to each student in the state and leave
each student with $7,481 in aid per
year, Mr. Doherty said. For Union
County, his legislation would mean
an increase in $34 million in aid. For
the state, it would mean an increase in
funds available to 85 percent of school
districts.

 “New Jersey must adopt a simple,
transparent system for funding our
schools,” he said.

 The state’s current system of school
aid goes back to 1985 with the Abbott
versus Burke case brought before the
New Jersey Supreme Court. The rul-
ing mandated that funding available
to the state’s impoverished school
districts be made equal to that avail-
able to the wealthiest. Subsequent
Abbott versus Burke rulings in the
1990s named 28 districts as “Abbott
districts” and added that all such
schools receive supplemental fund-
ing and parity aid. In 2008, the School
Funding Reform Act (SFRA) became
the first unified school-funding sys-
tem in place since the original system
created in 1976 following the intro-
duction of the state income tax. Un-
der the SFRA, wealthier communi-
ties were provided with less aid and
poorer communities with more. The
Supreme Court ruled in 2009 that the
state had successfully upheld the stan-
dards set out by the SFRA. In May of
this year, however, the Supreme Court
overturned its 2009 decision and ruled
that the state would have to provide
$500 million to the 31 school districts
identified today as Abbott districts. It
is on the heels of this latest decision
that Mr. Doherty has introduced his
plan for Fair School Funding.

 At Wednesday’s meeting, Mr.
Doherty said the current method of
funding educational aid was uncon-
stitutional on multiple grounds. He
cited Article VIII, Section IV, Para-
graph 1 of the State Constitution,
which states, “The Legislature shall
provide for the maintenance and sup-
port of a thorough and efficient sys-
tem of free public schools for the
instruction of all the children in the
state between the ages of five and 18
years,” to argue that the New Jersey
legislative body is the sole branch of
the state government presiding over
matters of education. Then making
reference to the division of powers
clause in the New Jersey Constitu-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Doherty School Plan

“That’s a big step, obviously,” he
said. The agreement was to have run
through 2045, but state officials ob-
jected to the length of the initial pro-
posal, UCUA counsel Jonathan Wil-
liams told The Westfield Leader.

The next step, Mr. Sullivan said, is
for the UCUA to go back to the 14
Union County towns that have con-
tracts: Cranford, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Linden, Plainfield,
Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Summit, Union and
Winfield. He said the UCUA wants to
get them to sign on to the extension.
All but Summit had agreed to extend
contracts through 2045. Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Fanwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Scotch Plains and Westfield do not
have long-term deals with the UCUA.
Mr. Sullivan said the freeholders
would have to hold another public
hearing as required per state statutes
on the revised lease extension.

“It’s been a long haul going back to
last year,” Mr. Sullivan said. “Now is
the time to get all the pieces finally in
place and to implement it.”

According to the county press re-
lease, the extended lease deal is ex-
pected to “result in at least $70 mil-
lion in additional revenue and tax
relief during the lifetime of the ex-
tended lease to Union County and 14
municipalities that are already con-
tracted to bring waste to the facility.”

The 14 towns that sign on through
2031 will see their tipping fees at the
incinerator reduced by $12 from $68
per ton to $56 per ton. Private haulers

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Whistleblower Resigns UA

ter than turning right [from North
Avenue onto Elm Street] and seeing
the entire block enjoying outdoor
dining…Thanks for sticking it out in
Westfield.”

Fellow board member Darielle
Walsh called Ferraro’s “an integral
part of the Westfield community” and
touted its willingness to compromise
throughout the planning process.

Extensive fire damage from the
blaze had destroyed the restaurant,
which has been a Westfield mainstay
since 1969. The fire completely
burned Lot 3, leaving nothing but the
foundation; Lot 2 was deemed unin-
habitable, and Lot 4 sustained heavy
smoke damage.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin said
“the business community misses
Ferraro’s very much; its economic im-
pact has a real effect in the downtown.”

Making his case to the board, plan-
ner Peter Steck defended many of the
restaurant’s choices.

He said continuing to supply valet
parking makes Ferraro’s “a cut above”
its competitors. While the restaurant
will create traffic in the heart of down-
town Westfield, he said the restaurant
“peaks” later than retail establish-
ments, with clientele making use of
the restaurant at times when other
shops are closing for the day. He also
said Ferraro’s’ choice to keep its take-
out business on the south side of
town, away from this structure, will
alleviate some congestion.

With an abundance of three-story
structures in the area, including one
abutting the restaurant, Ferraro’s’ new
design remains “in scale” with the
streetscape, he believed. He also said
the entity will make more efficient use
of the space and be designed as a unit,
“not a hodgepodge” of buildings.

The few voices of concern came
from neighboring businesses want-
ing assurances on noise abatement
and waste disposal. They also wanted
to ensure the safety and wellbeing of
tenants living on the upper floors of
the adjacent structure, while confirm-
ing that no disruption to their busi-
ness will occur during construction.
All, though, remained in favor of
Ferraro’s plans.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Plan Bd. OKs Ferraro’s

Cambridge Road and Belmar Ter-
race. Pedestrian counts were per-
formed at the crosswalk, which was
then located at Clover and Central
and the light installation was recom-
mended.

According to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, when the county was
preparing for the project to move
forward with installation in 2009, the
federal guidelines had been changed
to include signalized mid-block cross-
walks, causing the light to be moved
further from the stop sign at Clover
Street and placing the light to the
south of Ms. Enculescu’s driveway.

 The report states that a “June 2010
study conducted by the FHWA (Fed-
eral Highway Administration) estab-
lished that the drivers’ compliance
rate is significantly higher (over 95
percent) with the HAWK beacon than
with other conventional crosswalk
treatments, the WPD turned its atten-
tion to examining pedestrian usage
and compliance.”

The WPD did counts during school
crossing hours for 10 days in April, 20
days in May and 15 days in June. In
April the crossing averaged 26.2 pe-
destrians per day, in May it averaged
24.2 per day and in June 37.26 per day.
The pedestrian counts taken in June
2007 by The Louis Berger Group for
two days totaled 30 and 27 per day.

Placement of the light has come
under fire at council meetings over
the past year from Central Avenue
residents Ms. Enculescu and Maria
Carluccio, who also claim they were
never notified of the placement of the
light.

The WPD’s report also states that,
“any change in a routine or traffic
pattern can sometimes evoke an emo-
tional response...the professional traf-
fic engineer does not give ‘emotion’
more weight than factual data.” The
report goes on to say that “reducing
the number of motor vehicle move-
ments that conflict with pedestrians,
especially school-age children, is rec-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Central Ave. Traffic Signal

Renter Claims Storage Items
Valued at $19 K Thrown Out

in the seven non-contract towns are
charged $97 per ton. Those towns are
to receive a $3 per ton reduction
through environmental grants from
the UCUA paid directly to the towns.

Mr. Sullivan, who has served as a
freeholder since 1995 and has been
freeholder liaison to the UCUA, said
he expects to be interim executive
director six to seven months. The
county press release indicates that Mr.
Sullivan will serve as interim execu-
tive director through April 19, 2012.

“We (the UCUA board and Mr.
Sullivan) will both sit down and we
will figure what the rest of the board
wants to do” as to whether the board
will look to hire a new director or
name him as permanent director, Mr.
Sullivan told The Leader. “Right now
my focus as the interim director is to
make sure the deal (lease extension)
gets done.”

While serving as UCUA executive
director and as a freeholder, Mr.
Sullivan said he would “recuse my-
self from any conversations (in his
role as a freeholder) relative to UCUA
or any votes relative to the UCUA.”

As UCUA interim director, he said
he would work on ensuring the cor-
rect amount of waste tonnage is com-
ing into the incinerator and that haul-
ers “are doing what they’re supposed
to be doing.”

UCUA Board Chairman John
Kulish, a former municipal clerk and
mayor in Hillside, said in a statement
that, “Dan is a strong, knowledgeable
leader who will take the UCUA to the
next level.”

ommended by the Safe Routes to
School Guide.”

As Central Avenue carries over
25,000 cars per day, the WPD also
looked to find accidents on Central
Avenue between Belmar Terrace and
Cedar Street over the past year. Only
one “minor accident” had occurred at
the pedestrian crossing signal where
one vehicle rear-ended another and
the police report cited that the car was
“following too closely.”

Among the report’s exhibits are
questions raised by Third Ward Coun-
cilman Dave Haas to The Louis Berger
Group regarding the light’s installa-
tion, including his question on the
safety of Ms. Enculescu backing out
of her driveway, which the Berger
Group says is unchanged during the
times the light is inactive and says
that she must follow local laws when
the light is activated and pedestrians
are in the crosswalk.

During the school year a crossing
guard is also at the signal location
and, according to Mr. Gildea, the
town “right now (has) no plans on
removing the crossing guard.”

Mr. Gildea told The Westfield
Leader that while the town had origi-
nally asked the county for a HAWK
light in 2005, the county had origi-
nally installed a regular traffic light at
the location, only to exchange it for a
HAWK in October 2010 before mak-
ing the light operational. Mr. Gildea
noted that the project has been com-
pleted at no cost to the Town.

The report concludes that, “The
HAWK crosswalk meets all three
purposes for which it was intended. It
provides a safe crossing for pedestri-
ans, particularly school-age children,
it minimizes traffic delays, and it
does not create cut-through traffic on
nearby residential streets. In consid-
eration of all of the above, the WPD
concludes that the HAWK crosswalk
is effective in achieving its goals.”

Phone calls to Union County were
not returned as of press time.

One individual, though, disap-
proved of the project outright.

Julie Diddell, who operates a busi-
ness along Prospect Street, said the
board “missed the opportunity” to
refer the application to the Historic
Preservation Committee for its ad-
visement. She believes Ferraro’s falls
within a 200-foot radius of a historic
building – the local firehouse – and
notification should have been given
to area property owners and the his-
toric group.

“I also don’t think you guys took
the most restrictive approach [in terms
of design and scale],” she said.

Mr. Foerst interjected, “The board
takes a different interpretation” and
said the Architectural Review Board
will be consulted, and Ferraro’s will
go before the Site Plan Review Com-
mittee. These groups may provide
suggestions on building materials and
adherence to all local statutes, he
said.

Ferraro’s will no longer be leasing
the corner space on Elm and Quimby
Streets where the restaurant’s lounge
and service bar had been located.
Anthony Schilling, a real estate bro-
ker, is representing the owner of the
building, Bavint Corporation of
Garwood, which also had housed An-
thology, a women’s clothing store.
Anthology has since moved to a store-
front on Central Avenue.

“The whole building is being reno-
vated and will be turned into retail
(space),” Mr. Schilling said. “I’ve been
in touch with a few national firms and
(have been) aggressively marketing the
space.” He said he is looking for one
tenant to fill the 8,000-square-foot
space. Per a Westfield zoning restric-
tion, Mr. Schilling said only retail is
permitted on the ground level space.

He said the landlord’s goal is to
have a retailer in the vacant space by
January 1, 2012.

A composite image of the pro-
posed reconstructed block is on page
3 using information from architec-
tural firm Studio 1200 of Millburn,
Nancy Daugherty, along with photo-
graphs taken by the newspaper.

Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
story.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — When Kevin
Schackert, his wife Christa McNally
and their baby, Lilly, moved into
Duncan Hill Apartments on Central
Avenue and rented a garage for stor-
age, they assumed their items would
be safe while their home on
Shackamaxon Drive was being reno-
vated, but that was not the case.

According to Mr. Schackert, his
family’s home is undergoing an ex-
tensive renovation including the
home’s existing garage being turned
into an office and a new garage being
added to the house. As such, he felt it
would be convenient to rent a garage
at Duncan Hill for $80 a month in
order to store his jet skis, tools, snow
blower and other items.

After having their items in the
rented garage for about six weeks,
Mr. Schackert went into the garage
on a Saturday night to look for some-
thing, only to find that many of his
items were gone, and had been re-
placed with someone else’s. Mr.
Schackert told The Westfield Leader
that he then went to the property
management office to say that there
were other items in his garage and
found out there had been a mix-up
that caused the garage to be rented to
another individual.

Duncan Hill is owned by Morgan
Properties which, according to its
website, is a real estate investment
firm that manages 126 apartment
complexes. Mr. Schackert told The
Leader that property manager Bill
Kinslow has taken responsibility for

the mistake, but that the insurance
company for Morgan Properties will
not agree to pay him more than $8,000
for the missing items which Mr.
Schackert said are valued at $19,000.

Mr. Schackert is preparing to file a
lawsuit in state Superior Court in
Union County. “I feel like I’m getting
the big business run around,” Mr.
Schackert told The Leader of his deal-
ings with Morgan Properties and its
insurance company.

While two jet skis were left in the
garage, the other renter told Mr.
Schackert he gave the rest of the
items away, as he was told by man-
agement he could throw the items
out. A police report was filed on June
12 by Mr. Schackert, but the matter
was deemed not to be of a criminal
nature.

Despite the mix-up having occurred
over two months ago, both residents’
items are still in the garage, and Mr.
Schackert is still paying the $80
monthly rental fee.

Louis Devos of Morgan Properties
told The Leader that they are “sorry
that it happened” and that “we’ve
been working with our insurance com-
pany” to resolve the matter. He said it
is his understanding that negotiations
are still in progress between Mr.
Schackert and the insurance com-
pany.

caused some tremors that have been
felt throughout the area. There are
some reports of minor communica-
tion interruptions.

Scotch Plains – A five-second
tremor was felt.

Westfield – I was sitting at my desk
working and felt the movement. I had
a glass of water (yes, water) on my
desk that also showed signs of move-
ment.

Clark – A kitchen cabinet door
opened, there was rattling, and the
floor shook.

Cranford – A few minutes ago my
house was swaying for a few sec-
onds; just a little, it felt like a tremor.
Didn’t hear anything explode.

Westfield – Did you just feel the
earthquake down by you? Scared the
xyzz out of us. The 600 building
emptied out.

Newark – I was in Newark and
Millburn, felt it also, but my mother-
in-law did not feel it in Buffalo.

Clark — The level 5.8 earthquake
was centered in Richmond, Va. and
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felt as far north as Massachusetts.

Camden – A vacant building re-
portedly collapsed.

Millburn – I was browsing Short
Hills Mall, downstairs, and they’re
doing construction on some stores
and upstairs I heard what sounded
like maybe a construction cart run
amok, the whole place was shaking.
I looked upstairs to see where it had
hit and saw the doorway to Saks or
something with its framing hanging
loose. Then, a second later, my son
called from home in Westfield eight
or nine miles away and said his house
had shook.

Scotch Plains – Since St. George
has yet to play (softball), but are
scheduled tonight – what is the league
policy on moving a game due to an
earthquake?

Newark – Government agencies
panicked and let us off work for fear
of aftershocks. Public schools were
ordered closed (just kidding, no
school are open this time of the year,
but we were released from work).

tion, Mr. Doherty said the Supreme
Court had overstepped the bounds of
its jurisdiction by issuing any man-
dates concerning Abbott districts or
any other educational districts in the
state of New Jersey. “What we have
now is judicial tyranny,” he said.

Mr. Doherty conceded that the
phrase “thorough and efficient” in
the aforementioned clause was am-
biguous but highlighted the second
paragraph in the same section of the
Constitution. It reads: “The fund for
the support of free public
schools…shall be annually
appropriated…for the equal benefit
of all the people of the state,” Mr.
Doherty said. “The State Supreme
Court never cites this because they
would lose control if they did.”

 Fanwood Councilman Robert
Manduca was among those in atten-
dance at the meeting Wednesday and
brought news with him that the
Fanwood Borough Council had re-
cently passed a resolution in support
of Mr. Doherty’s bill. Speaking after-
ward, Mr. Manduca both concurred
with what the senator had to say and
offered his understanding of the situ-
ation. He lauded Mr. Doherty for his
efforts to educate the citizens of New
Jersey with actual statistics regard-
ing the distribution of funding.

“The average person doesn’t know
why [certain state school districts
are] having trouble keeping up, but
it’s inequity in our school funding
system,” he said.

Mr. Manduca argued that the inter-
ests of Mr. Doherty’s presentation
were compassionate at their core.
“There’s no cold-heartedness. This is
sympathy for the people who are try-
ing to maintain a middle-class
lifestyle in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains,” he said.

 Nonetheless, Newark, Paterson,
Camden and Passaic rank amongst
the top 10 lowest per capita income
locales in New Jersey and the top 10
school districts poised to lose the
most school aid funding were the
Fair School Funding Plan put into
effect.

 Asked to respond to the impact his
plan might have on these school dis-
tricts, Mr. Doherty said, “They made
a lot of poor decisions over the years
and don’t care. The reason they don’t
care is because (with) cities like Jer-
sey City and Newark, they keep get-
ting bailed out by the rest of us. When
someone from Newark is contribut-
ing nothing to the income tax fund
and someone from Westfield is con-
tributing as much as they are, how is
that fair?”

 Referring to “an overabundance
of funds” intended for school aid in
the Abbott districts that he felt actu-
ally “diverted attention away from
students,” Mr. Manduca added that
school teachers and administrators in
districts receiving the most money
might be more focused on spending
money than educating students.

 One attendee at Wednesday’s
meeting also raised the question of
whether the Fair School Funding Plan
would pit the interests of New Jersey’s
urban centers against those of the
suburbs. Mr. Doherty’s bill will not
necessarily provide provision that
cities will lose out on school aid to
smaller townships. Edison — New
Jersey’s fifth-biggest city — stands
to gain more from Fair School Fund-
ing than any other township in the
state: were Doherty’s specifics fol-
lowed, Edison would receive an ad-
ditional $98,459,142 in aid.
Woodbridge — New Jersey’s sixth-
biggest city — would gain the sec-
ond-most at $78,571,570. At the same
time, however, the three biggest cit-
ies in the state would incur the three
biggest losses in dollars in funding;
Newark would lose $343,278,899,
Jersey City $178,577,716, and Pater-
son $175,706,498.

 When asked whether or not Demo-
crats in the State Senate supported
his plan, Mr. Doherty said Demo-
crats voted to table the motion twice.
The first time it was tabled was dur-
ing a meeting of the Senate Budget
and Appropriations Committee — of
which Mr. Doherty is a member —
and the second was on the floor of the
Senate. He said it was unanimously
supported by Republicans both in the
committee meeting and on the floor.
When asked to explain why Demo-
crats reacted to the bill the way they
did, he said, “The [New Jersey Edu-
cation Association] must have a big-
ger hold over them than their con-
stituents.”

Mr. Doherty’s Fair School Fund-
ing Plan can be viewed at
fairschoolfunding.com.

Rendering courtesy of GameTime Playgrounds
WATCHUNG FUN…New equipment will be installed at The Loop in the
Watchung Reservation in Mountainside this fall. The New Jersey company,
GameTime, will include wheelchair-accessible equipment.

Work Begins on
Fanwood Crossings

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The council met
Tuesday night in its role as Fanwood’s
Redevelopment Agency. Mayor Col-
leen Mahr pointed to the “good news”
that “site work” has begun at the
Fanwood Crossings development at
the corner of Martine and South Av-
enues, where Warren-based Elite
Properties plans to build a three-story,
Victorian-style, mixed-use building.

The mayor said utility and sewer
work is underway now; after that is
complete, she estimated it will take
12 to 18 months to construct the
building.

Mayor Mahr said two surveys have
been completed pertaining to the
planned redevelopment of the former
Livingston-Wilbor and Sovereign
Bank properties along South Avenue.

The mayor said she has been talk-
ing with business owners. “I have to
say, they’re doing okay,” she said;
things “could be better.”

Officials suggest that building
owners inspect their structures to
see if any cracks or damage may
have occurred from the earth-
quake on Tuesday.
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CROWD PLEASER...A member of the Del Angels, a doo-wop trio, had the crowd swinging  at the last Scotch Plains Summer
Concert Series held on the Village Green August 18. The event also featured food, ice cream and beverages donated by local
vendors, as well as a 50/50 raffle with proceeds going to the contruction of the 9/11 Memorial Monument.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAIR IS FAIR…New Jersey State Senator Michael Doherty addressed residents
from the TEA (Taxed Enough Already) Party at the Scotch Hills County Club in
Scotch Plains August 17, at which time he presented his Fair School Funding
Plan.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GAME ON…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Varsity Football team
gears up for their upcoming season under the direction of Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. The team’s first game is on Saturday, September 10, against Westfield
at Gary Kehler Stadium with kick-off at 1 p.m.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WORK ZONE...Construction has begun on Fanwood Crossing, a multi-use
development on the corner of South and Martine Avenue in Fanwood.

Work Begins on Fanwood
Crossings Development

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the Borough Council met
during a brief special meeting last
Wednesday night, approving three
administrative and finance resolu-
tions.

The first measure authorizes the
borough to advertise for bids to re-
construct Herbert Avenue; the project
is being financed by a $250,000 state
Department of Transportation grant.

The second resolution allows the
borough to submit an application for
Union County’s annual kids’ recre-
ation grant program.

Mayor Mahr said the borough will
request about $125,000 “to help im-
prove our parks” in step with a plan

recently adopted by Fanwood’s Rec-
reation Commission.

The final resolution approved au-
thorizes the governing body to award
a $17,250 contract to rebuild the floor-
ing in the lower level of the library,
which was closed after sustaining
considerable flood damage earlier this
year.

Immediately following the special
meeting, the council held another
meeting in its role as Fanwood’s Re-
development Agency.

Mayor Mahr pointed to the “good
news” that “site work” has begun at
the Fanwood Crossings development
at the corner of Martine and South
Avenues, where Warren-based Elite
Properties plans to build a three-story,
Victorian-style, mixed-use building.

The mayor said utility and sewer
work is underway now; after that if
complete, she estimated it will take
12 to 18 months to construct the
building.

Also regarding downtown redevel-
opment, Mayor Mahr said two sur-
veys have been completed pertaining
to the planned redevelopment of the
former Livingston-Wilbor and Sov-
ereign Bank properties along South
Avenue.

Borough officials planned to meet
with the survey firm this week to
review lot configurations, property
subdivision and merger requirements,
and related issues, the mayor said.

Given ongoing economic chal-
lenges, Mayor Mahr said she also has
been informally talking with down-
town business owners over the sum-
mer.

“I have to say, they’re doing OK,”
she said, while also acknowledging
that things “could be better.”

Mayor Mahr also noted that the
borough’s newer businesses are all
members of the Fanwood Business
Professional Association (BPA) and
many have now taken leadership roles
in the BPA.

“They’re energized,” said the
mayor.

Before adjourning, the governing
body went into executive session to
discuss an unspecified potential “liti-
gation matter.”

Residents Comment on
Tuesday’s Earthquake

With Humor, Relief
AREA – At 1:55 p.m. Tuesday,

August 23, 2011 for approximately
1.5 minutes (duration measured by
the computer screens shaking), people
of the region reporting to the newspa-
per from Newark, Westfield and
Scotch Plains noted a low-level earth-
quake causing buildings, desks and
computer screens to sway. As of 2
p.m., no damage or injuries had been
reported.

A level 5.8 earthquake occurred
with the epicenter in northern Vir-
ginia that transmitted tremors as far
north as Boston. In this area, officials
estimate the effect was approximately
a level 3.

Most people on the east coast had
never experienced an earthquake and
were at first confused. Once they
realized what had occurred, many
humorous comments were transmit-
ted by email and phone.

Some of the area comments were:
Scotch Plains – I am in my apart-

ment and I was totally freaked out
because everything was moving and
shaking!

Westfield – My son says, ‘Dad, an
earthquake.’ Having spent several
years in California, it passed me by.

Doherty Unveils School Aid
Plan at SP Town Hall Mtg.

Freeholder Hired to Head UCUA
After ‘Whistleblower’ Resigns

Ferraro’s Rebuilding Plan
Gets OK in Westfield

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holder Dan Sullivan has been named
acting executive director of the
county’s utilities authority after Sunil
Garg resigned August 9 shortly after
losing a whistleblower lawsuit he
brought last year.

Mr. Sullivan, according to a press
release issued by the county’s public
information department, will con-
tinue to serve as a freeholder, but will
forego his $30,000 salary and health
and benefits package from the county.
He is being paid a salary of $130,000
as interim Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA) executive director.
Mr. Garg was paid $153,000 as direc-
tor, according to public records. Mr.
Sullivan previously served in the New
Jersey Division of Motor Vehicle
Services as assistant chief adminis-
trator at a salary of $113,650, accord-
ing to public records.

Mr. Garg had served as UCUA
executive director since 2006. He filed
a lawsuit against Covanta Energy, the
operator of the Union County gar-
bage-to-electricity incinerator in
Rahway, for $180 million in August
2010, according to published reports,
alleging that Covanta had over-
charged the UCUA in tipping fees to
towns dumping at the facility and for
under paying the incinerator host fee
to Rahway.

The lawsuit “was pursued by Garg
on his own after both the United

States and the State of New Jersey
declined to pursue it,” according to a
statement from Peter Colonna-
Romano, a Cherry Hill attorney rep-
resenting Covanta Energy.

“[Garg] brought the lawsuit with-
out the authority and contrary to the
views of the UCUA. Garg contended
in his lawsuit that Covanta failed to
pay amounts that he (but not the
UCUA) believed were owed under
the agreements between Covanta and
the UCUA,” Mr. Romano said. “To
fit within the requirements of the
FCA (False Claims Act), Garg ar-
gued that the money he claimed
Covanta owed should be regarded as
federal funds because the construc-
tion of the waste-to-energy facility
was funded by the proceeds of tax-
exempt bonds.”

“[The] theory of the case turns on
whether or not the taxes that the fed-
eral government does not collect as a
result of the UCUA’s bonds’ tax-ex-
empt status serve as federal funds for
purposes of the FCA,” United States
District Court Judge Jose Linres ex-
plained in his ruling. “The Court finds
[Mr. Garg’s] contention that an entity
is a grantee or recipient of federal
monies by virtue of the fact that said
entity is the beneficiary of a federal
tax benefit too tenuous to support a
theory that the UCUA is either a
grantee or recipient of federal mon-

ies under the FCA.”
When reached by phone for com-

ment on Thursday, Mr. Sullivan, who
began his position last week, said he
not want to comment on Mr. Garg or
the details of the lawsuit.

He said his main focus in his posi-
tion is completion of the extension of
Covanta’s lease with the UCUA
through 2031. The original lease,
signed in 1998, runs through 2023.
Mr. Sullivan said the state’s Local
Finance Board approved the agree-
ment last Thursday, a requirement
needed before the agreement can move
forward. A DCA spokeswoman con-
firmed that the board had approved
the UCUA financing plan. “That’s a
big step, obviously,” he said. The agree-
ment was to have run through 2045,
but state officials objected to the length
of the initial proposal, UCUA counsel
Jonathan Williams told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The next step, Mr. Sullivan said, is
for the UCUA to go back to the 14
Union County towns that have con-
tracts: Cranford, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Linden, Plainfield,
Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Summit, Union and
Winfield. He said the UCUA wants to
get them to sign on to the extension.
All but Summit had agreed to extend
contracts through 2045. Berkeley
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By PETER GRIESMER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nearly 50
area residents, town officials, school
administrators and teachers turned
out to hear State Senator Michael
Doherty (R-23, Hunterdon County)
speak about his “Fair School Fund-
ing Plan” at the Scotch Plains town
hall meeting last Wednesday in the
Scotch Hills Country Club.

With figures gathered from the
Department of Education, Mr.
Doherty showed how the Westfield
school district received $2,139,242
in school aid for the 2011-2012 school
year for its 6,438 students, thus pro-
viding $332 for each student. Asbury
Park, by comparison, received
$57,632,816 for the upcoming year
to be distributed amongst its 2,316
students, leaving each student with
$24,885, nearly 75 times the amount
of aid allotted to each student in the
Westfield school district.

The state income tax made
Westfield liable for $92,231,222 in
the 2008 tax year. With its population
of 30,282, the average Westfield resi-
dent — as Mr. Doherty showed —
was liable for $3,046. Asbury Park
was liable for $3,835,809, which,
when split amongst the 11,758-per-
son population, left the average resi-
dent responsible for $326. Thus,
Westfield contributed more than nine
times as much to the income tax fund
in 2008. Mr. Doherty noted the com-
bined effect of the progressive in-
come tax and its current method of
redistribution as school aid is that for
every $1 Westfield and Asbury Park
currently pay in income tax, Westfield
receives back $0.02 for school aid
whereas Asbury Park receives $15.02.

 Referring to such figures as “inde-
fensible,” Mr. Doherty said, “Our
progressive income tax [already] ac-
counts for economic differences

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Elm Street’s an-
chor restaurant, Ferraro’s, will “liter-
ally rise from the ashes” after burn-
ing down May 5 this year. Attorney
Richard Elbert for Palmiro Ferraro,
Inc. used the phrase in his closing
remarks before the Westfield Plan-
ning Board, Thursday night, prior to
a unanimous vote approving the
multi-story restaurant’s return.

The applicant made changes to its
earlier designs, seen in July, after
hearing complaints from Westfield
restaurant owners that it did not ad-
here strictly enough to the town’s
liquor law.

On a square-foot basis, at least 75
percent of the premises – for those
operating with conditional liquor li-
censes like Ferraro’s – must be on the
ground floor of the building.

To be in compliance, Ferraro’s will
again lease part of an adjacent lot on
Elm Street next to what was the piz-
zeria that was destroyed in the fire. A

new three-story building  also will  be
constructed featuring family-style
dining on the first floor and a waiting
area and fine dining on the second
floor. Under the revised plans, the
third floor, chartered as a separate
LLC, will be used for private parties
and catering and will not be included
in the restaurant’s liquor license.

Ferraro’s will create a separate cor-
porate entity for that floor. Maria
Ferraro Murray told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the res-
taurant would move its catering busi-
ness from South Elmer Street to the
third floor of the new building.

“We sort of just flip flopped every-
thing around,” Ms. Murray told The
Times, noting that Ferraro’s has al-
ready moved its take out business to
its South Elmer Street location.

One planning-board member ex-
pressed concerns about a second-floor
retractable wall that separates the ser-
vice bar from the dining room.

By ordinance, Ferraro’s can only
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Photo courtesy of Ed Bumiller
MERIT…Boy Scouts of Troop 104 of Scotch Plains spent a week at Sabattis
Adventure Camp in Adirondack Park. The scouts earned merit badges and won
several awards. Pictured left to right, are: front row, Scott Kaiser, Daniel
Holloway, Grady Szuch, Michael Lockfeld, Michael Bonnell, Brandon Novello,
Steven Rhein, Ian Gordon, Trent Paulovitis; second row, Chris Ho, Liam
Cummings, Jamey Kaiser, T.J. Zimmermann, Antonio Spadaro, Nick Spadaro,
Mike Gentile, Grant Brown, Sam Venick, Ryan Lesiak, Steven Ho, Conor
Cheney, Dan Farrell, and Doug McIntyre.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KUDOS...Scotch Plains Councilman Kevin Glover thanks a few key players  who
helped make the Summer Concert Series a success at the last concert of the season
held August 18 in the Village Green. Pictured, left to right, are: Vince Lasavio of
John’s Meat Market, Mr. Glover, a representative from Investors Saving Bank
and Steve Goldberg of the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ARRIVEDERCI...Construction has begun in earnest at the site of the former
Mezzogiorno restaurant on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains. The old building has
been gutted except for support beams and the side wall containing the large
mural. The property is being developed into an Irish pub on the ground floor,
with two floors of apartments being added above.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
9/11 REMEMBERED...Scotch Plains’ memorial commemorating the attacks of
September 11, 2001 continues to take shape and will be dedicated on Sunday,
September 11 at the Alan Augustine Village Green. The centerpiece of the
memorial will be a segment of steel from the World Trade Center.

Heights, Clark, Fanwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Scotch Plains and Westfield do not
have long-term deals with the UCUA.
Mr. Sullivan said the freeholders
would have to hold another public
hearing as required per state statutes
on the revised lease extension.

“It’s been a long haul going back to
last year,” Mr. Sullivan said. “Now is
the time to get all the pieces finally in
place and to implement it.”

According to the county press re-
lease, the extended lease deal is ex-
pected to “result in at least $70 mil-
lion in additional revenue and tax
relief during the lifetime of the ex-
tended lease to Union County and 14
municipalities that are already con-
tracted to bring waste to the facility.”

The 14 towns that sign on through
2031 will see their tipping fees at the
incinerator reduced by $12 from $68
per ton to $56 per ton. Private haulers
in the seven non-contract towns are
charged $97 per ton. Those towns are
to receive a $3 per ton reduction
through environmental grants from
the UCUA paid directly to the towns.

Mr. Sullivan, who has served as a
freeholder since 1995 and has been
freeholder liaison to the UCUA, said
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
QUEEN...The rock group Almost Queen entertained a large crowd at the Union
County Summer Arts Festival held at Oak Ridge Park in  Clark August 17. The
series concludes Wednesday, August 31, with The Nerds beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Emergency Alert 6108
@ucfirstalert.org – There has been
reports of an earthquake in the Vir-
ginia/Washington, D.C. area that has
caused some tremors that have been
felt throughout the area. There are
some reports of minor communica-
tion interruptions.

Scotch Plains – A five-second
tremor was felt.

Westfield – I was sitting at my desk
working and felt the movement. I had
a glass of water (yes, water) on my
desk that also showed signs of move-
ment.

Clark – A kitchen cabinet door
opened, things rattled and the floor
shook.

Cranford – A few minutes ago my
house was swaying for a few sec-
onds; just a little, it felt like a tremor.
Didn’t hear anything explode.

Westfield – Did you just feel the
earthquake down by you? Scared the
xyzz out of us. The 600 building
emptied out.

Newark – I was in Newark and
Millburn, felt it also, but my mother-
in-law did not feel it in Buffalo.

Clark — The level 5.8 earthquake
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amongst residents: those individuals
who make more pay more, and those
individuals who make less pay less.”

The top 1 percent of income-earn-
ing residents in the state ultimately
provides 38.5 percent of the funding
gathered from income taxes, accord-
ing to Mr. Doherty and the New Jer-
sey Department of the Treasury for
the 2009 tax year, the last year such
information was available. Residents
whose incomes rank in the bottom 33
percent pay nothing in income tax.
Sen. Doherty asked, “When the in-
come tax fund (i.e. the school fund) is
collected progressively, shouldn’t the
money be distributed equally to each
student regardless of where that stu-
dent lives or the economic status of
that student’s family?”

 The Fair School Funding Plan
would redistribute funding gathered
from the current income tax equally
to each student in the state and leave
each student with $7,481 in aid per
year, Mr. Doherty said. For Union
County, his legislation would mean
an increase in $34 million in aid. For
the state, it would mean an increase
in funds available to 85 percent of
school districts.

 “New Jersey must adopt a simple,
transparent system for funding our
schools,” he said.

 The state’s current system of
school aid goes back to 1985 with the
Abbott v. Burke case brought before
the New Jersey Supreme Court. The
ruling mandated that funding avail-
able to the state’s impoverished school
districts be made equal to that avail-
able to the wealthiest. Subsequent
Abbott v. Burke rulings in the 1990s
named 28 districts as “Abbott dis-
tricts” and added that all such schools
receive supplemental funding and
parity aid. In 2008, the School Fund-
ing Reform Act (SFRA) became the
first unified school-funding system
in place since the original system
created in 1976 following the intro-
duction of the state income tax. Un-
der the SFRA, wealthier communi-
ties were provided with less aid and
poorer communities with more. The
Supreme Court ruled in 2009 that the
state had successfully upheld the stan-
dards set out by the SFRA. In May of
this year, the Supreme Court over-
turned its 2009 decision and ruled
that the state would have to provide
$500 million to the 31 school dis-
tricts identified today as Abbotts. It is
on the heels of this latest decision that
Mr. Doherty has introduced his plan
for Fair School Funding.

At Wednesday’s meeting, Mr.
Doherty said the current method of
funding educational aid was uncon-
stitutional on multiple grounds. He
cited Article VIII, Section IV, Para-
graph 1 of the State Constitution,
which states, “The Legislature shall
provide for the maintenance and sup-
port of a thorough and efficient sys-
tem of free public schools for the
instruction of all the children in the
state between the ages of five and 18
years,” to argue that the New Jersey
legislative body is the sole branch of
the state’s government presiding over
matters of education. Then making
reference to the division of powers
clause in the New Jersey Constitu-
tion, Mr. Doherty said the Supreme
Court had overstepped the bounds of
its jurisdiction by issuing any man-
dates concerning Abbott districts or
any other educational districts in the
state of New Jersey. “What we have
now is judicial tyranny,” he said.

Mr. Doherty conceded that the
phrase “thorough and efficient” in
the aforementioned clause was am-
biguous but highlighted the second
paragraph in the same section of the
Constitution. It reads: “The fund for
the support of free public
schools…shall be annually
appropriated…for the equal benefit
of all the people of the state,” Mr.
Doherty said. “The State Supreme
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Court never cites this because they
would lose control if they did.”

 Fanwood Councilman Robert
Manduca was among those in atten-
dance at the meeting Wednesday and
brought news with him that the
Fanwood Borough Council had re-
cently passed a resolution in support
of Mr. Doherty’s bill. Speaking after-
ward, Mr. Manduca both concurred
with what the senator had to say and
offered his understanding of the situ-
ation. He lauded Mr. Doherty for his
efforts to educate the citizens of New
Jersey with actual statistics regard-
ing the distribution of funding.

“The average person doesn’t know
why [certain state school districts are]
having trouble keeping up, but it’s
inequity in our school funding sys-
tem,” he said.

Mr. Manduca argued that the inter-
ests of Mr. Doherty’s presentation
were compassionate at their core.
“There’s no cold-heartedness. This is
sympathy for the people who are
trying to maintain a middle-class
lifestyle in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains,” he said.

 Newark, Paterson, Camden and
Passaic rank amongst the top 10 low-
est per capita income locales in New
Jersey and the top 10 school districts
poised to lose the most school aid
funding were the Fair School Fund-
ing Plan put into effect.

 Asked to respond to the impact his
plan might have on these school dis-
tricts, Mr. Doherty said, “They made
a lot of poor decisions over the years
and don’t care. The reason they don’t
care is because (with) cities like Jer-
sey City and Newark, they keep get-
ting bailed out by the rest of us. When
someone from Newark is contribut-
ing nothing to the income tax fund
and someone from Westfield is con-
tributing as much as they are, how is
that fair?”

 Referring to “an overabundance
of funds” intended for school aid in
the Abbott districts that he felt actu-
ally “diverted attention away from
students,” Mr. Manduca added that
school teachers and administrators in
districts receiving the most money
might be more focused on spending
money than educating students.

 One attendee at Wednesday’s
meeting also raised the question of
whether the Fair School Funding Plan
would pit the interests of New Jersey’s
urban centers against those of the
suburbs. Mr. Doherty’s bill will not
necessarily provide provision that
cities will lose out on school aid to
smaller townships. Edison — New
Jersey’s fifth-biggest city — stands
to gain more from Fair School Fund-
ing than any other township in the
state: were Doherty’s specifics fol-
lowed, Edison would receive an ad-
ditional $98,459,142 in aid.
Woodbridge — New Jersey’s sixth-
biggest city — would gain the sec-
ond-most at $78,571,570. At the same
time, however, the three biggest cit-
ies in the state would incur the three
biggest losses in dollars in funding;
Newark would lose $343,278,899,
Jersey City $178,577,716, and Pater-
son $175,706,498.

 When asked whether or not Demo-
crats in the State Senate supported his
plan, Mr. Doherty said Democrats
voted to table the motion twice. The
first time it was tabled was during a
meeting of the Senate Budget and
Appropriations Committee — of
which Mr. Doherty is a member —
and the second was on the floor of the
Senate. He said it was unanimously
supported by Republicans both in the
committee meeting and on the floor.
When asked to explain why Demo-
crats reacted to the bill the way they
did, he said, “The New Jersey Educa-
tion Association must have a bigger
hold over them than their constitu-
ents.”

Mr. Doherty’s Plan can be viewed
at fairschoolfunding.com.

serve alcohol to diners at tables, and
no alcohol may be served or con-
sumed in any part of the licensed
premises except in the rooms fur-
nished and used as a dining-room
space.

“I don’t want any objection to the
law,” board member Jim Foerst said.
“The dining could still be in the same
area as the bar if the wall is retracted.
I don’t want the ability to violate the
liquor law. I recommend getting a
permanent wall so there is no viola-
tion.”

Ferraro’s was amenable to the sug-
gestion, and Mr. Elbert said, as a
condition of approval, his client must
meet all aspects of the local liquor
statute.

In total, the entire first floor can
seat 190 diners, with 50 and 70 seats
available on the second and third
floors, respectively.

Some quality-of-life concerns –
about noise, garbage disposal and
effects to the town’s visual aesthetic
– were voiced during the three-hour
meeting, but the Westfield Planning
Board saw no need to stand in the
project’s way.

Mr. Foerst, an admitted enthusiast
of the eatery, called the restaurant
“part of [his] family’s life” and said
his 4-year-old son even cried at hear-
ing the news of the restaurant’s de-
struction.

“It was a huge loss for the town,”
he said. “I’m glad they’ll be expand-
ing the streetscape. There’s nothing
better than turning right [from North
Avenue onto Elm Street] and seeing
the entire block enjoying outdoor
dining…Thanks for sticking it out in
Westfield.”

Fellow board member Darielle
Walsh called Ferraro’s “an integral
part of the Westfield community” and
touted its willingness to compromise
throughout the planning process.

Extensive fire damage from the
had destroyed the restaurant, which
has been a Westfield mainstay since
1969. The fire completely burned
Lot 3, leaving nothing but the foun-
dation; Lot 2 was deemed uninhabit-
able, and Lot 4 sustained heavy smoke
damage.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin said
“the business community misses
Ferraro’s very much; its economic
impact has a real effect in the down-
town.”

Making his case to the board, plan-
ner Peter Steck defended many of the
restaurant’s choices.

He said continuing to supply valet
parking makes Ferraro’s “a cut above”
its competitors. While the restaurant
will create traffic in the heart of down-
town Westfield, he said the restaurant
“peaks” later than retail establish-
ments, with clientele making use of
the restaurant at times when other
shops are closing for the day. He also

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ferraro’s Rebuild Plan

was centered in Richmond, Va. and
felt as far north as Massachusetts.

Camden – A vacant building re-
portedly collapsed.

Millburn – I was browsing Short
Hills Mall, downstairs, and they’re
doing construction on some stores
and upstairs I heard what sounded
like maybe a construction cart run
amok, the whole place was shaking.
I looked upstairs to see where it had
hit and saw the doorway to Saks or
something with its framing hanging
loose. Then, a second later, my son
called from home in Westfield eight
or nine miles away and said his house
had shook.

Scotch Plains – Since St. George
has yet to play (softball), but are
scheduled tonight – what is the league
policy on moving a game due to an
earthquake?

Newark – Government agencies
panicked and let us off work for fear
of aftershocks. Public schools were
ordered closed (just kidding, none
are open).

Area – Officials recommend that
building owners inspect their struc-
tures.

said Ferraro’s’ choice to keep its take-
out business on the south side of
town, away from this structure, will
alleviate some congestion.

With an abundance of three-story
structures in the area, including one
abutting the restaurant, Ferraro’s new
design remains “in scale” with the
streetscape, he believed. He also said
the entity will make more efficient
use of the space and be designed as a
unit, “not a hodgepodge” of build-
ings.

The few voices of concern came
from neighboring businesses want-
ing assurances on noise abatement
and waste disposal. They also wanted
to ensure the safety and wellbeing of
tenants living on the upper floors of
the adjacent structure, while confirm-
ing that no disruption to their busi-
ness will occur during construction.
All, though, remained in favor of
Ferraro’s plans.

One individual, though, disap-
proved of the project outright.

Julie Diddell, who operates a busi-
ness along Prospect Street, said the
board “missed the opportunity” to
refer the application to the Historic
Preservation Committee for its ad-
visement. She believes Ferraro’s falls
within a 200-foot radius of a historic
building – the local firehouse – and
notification should have been given
to area property owners and the his-
toric group.

“I also don’t think you guys took
the most restrictive approach [in terms
of design and scale],” she said.

Mr. Foerst interjected, “The board
takes a different interpretation” and
said the Architectural Review Board
will be consulted, and Ferraro’s will
go before the Site Plan Review Com-
mittee. These groups may provide
suggestions on building materials and
adherence to all local statutes, he
said.

Ferraro’s will no longer be leasing
the corner space on Elm and Quimby
Streets where the restaurant’s lounge
and service bar had been located.
Anthony Schilling, a real estate bro-
ker, is representing the owner of the
building, Bavint Corporation of
Garwood, which also had housed An-
thology, a women’s clothing store.
Anthology has since moved to a store-
front on Central Avenue.

“The whole building is being reno-
vated and will be turned into retail
(space),” Mr. Schilling said. “I’ve
been in touch with a few national
firms and (have been) aggressively
marketing the space.” He said he is
looking for one tenant to fill the 8,000-
square-foot space. Per a Westfield
zoning restriction, Mr. Schilling said
only retail is permitted on the ground
level space.

He said the landlord’s goal is to
have a retailer in the vacant space by
January 1, 2012.

A composite image of the pro-
posed reconstructed block is on page
3 using information from architec-
tural firm Studio 1200 of Millburn,
Nancy Daugherty, along with photo-
graphs taken by the newspaper.

Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
story.

he expects to be interim executive
director six to seven months. The
county press release indicates that Mr.
Sullivan will serve as interim execu-
tive director through April 19, 2012.

“We (the UCUA board and Mr.
Sullivan) will both sit down and we
will figure what the rest of the board
wants to do” as to whether the board
will look to hire a new director or
name him as permanent director, Mr.
Sullivan told The Times. “Right now
my focus as the interim director is to
make sure the deal (lease extension)
gets done.”

While serving as UCUA executive
director and as a freeholder, Mr.
Sullivan said he would “recuse my-
self from any conversations (in his
role as a freeholder) relative to UCUA
or any votes relative to the UCUA.”

As UCUA interim director, he said
he would work on ensuring the cor-
rect amount of waste tonnage is com-
ing into the incinerator and that haul-
ers “are doing what they’re supposed
to be doing.”

UCUA Board Chairman John Kulish,
a former municipal clerk and mayor in
Hillside, said in a statement that, “Dan
is a strong, knowledgeable leader who
will take the UCUA to the next level.”

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FROM THE DECK...Area Republicans meet in Mountainside at the home of
Glenn and Joanne Mortimer Tuesday evening. Pictured, left to right, are: Carol
Kearney, candidate for Garwood Council; Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi,
Senator Tom Kean of Westfield and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz of Summit.

New equipment will be installed by GameTime Playgrounds at
Watchung Reservation in Mountainside this fall.

RINK ON THE BRINK...The future of Warinaco Ice Skating Rink?

Betsey Burgdorf for
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RINK ON THE BRINK...The Union
County Freeholders are discussing
the future of the Warinaco Ice Skat-
ing Rink as the facility is in need of
significant repairs.
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Linker Calls for Impeachment
Of President Obama Over Libya

RIDGEWOOD — Last Wednes-
day, conservative Republican U.S.
Senate candidate from New Jersey
Ian Linker again called on the U.S.
House of Representatives to issue
articles of impeachment for Presi-
dent Barack Obama. He issued the
following statement:

“President Obama should be im-
peached for his willful violation of
the War Powers Act in keeping Ameri-
can military forces involved in the
civil war in Libya since March with-
out Congress’s blessing. The Act re-
quires the President obtain Congres-
sional authorization if U.S. forces are
involved in hostilities.

“There can be no dispute that we
are involved in the civil war, which
clearly are hostilities. Playing with
the language of the Act to avoid com-
plying with the law is shameful. The
President’s failure to fulfill his legal
obligation to request Congressional

authorization for American military
involvement in the Libyan war as
required under the War Powers Act is
an impeachable offense.

“Although the House of Repre-
sentatives rebuked the President last
week for violating the law and the
Senate Foreign Affairs Committee
is now debating the issue, the
President’s conduct is inexcusable.
When you consider his willful vio-
lation of the War Powers Act and his
inability to prevent the recent S&P
debt downgrade, the President has
failed the American people and has
failed as Commander-in-Chief – he
is unfit for office and should be im-
peached.”

Cranford Cop Arrested
On Sex Assault Charge

CRANFORD — Cranford Police
Officer was charged and arrested over
the weekend for fourth degree crimi-
nal sexual contact and second-degree
official misconduct, authorities an-
nounced Monday.

Following an investigation by the
internal affairs bureau of the Cranford
Police Department, Brian Thomas,
37, turned himself into authorities on
Friday, Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said.

Thomas is accused of assaulting a
woman while on duty and in uniform
on June 22, 2011, Mr. Romankow
said.

Cranford Police Chief Eric Mason
said Thomas, a 12-year veteran of the
department and a 16-year member of
law enforcement, was suspended
without pay following his arrest.

Thomas was being held in the
Union County jail on $150,000 bail,
authorities.

GOP Rips Dems Over

Hearing on DMV Problems
LODI — The state Senate Budget

and Appropriation Committee held a
hearing August 4 in Lodi on infra-
structure problems at the Motor Ve-
hicle Commission.

Senate Republican Budget Officer
Tony Bucco (R-25, Denville) said the
problems a Motor Vehicles “were not
created overnight; they are the result
of years of neglect of the state’s IT
system.”

“The impact of budget reductions
on MVC service and lines is mini-
mal, at best. This is an issue of tech-
nology. To the extent that funding
reductions had any impact at all, the
fault lies with the Democratic Major-
ity whose eight years of fiscal reck-
lessness and spending beyond the
state’s means to pay necessitated those

difficult decisions,” Sen. Bucco said.
Senator Kevin O’Toole (R-40, Ce-

dar Grove) said, “The idea that prob-
lems resulting from MVC’s computer
systems have miraculously sprung
up in less than two years under the
Christie Administration is laughable
on its face.”

He called the hearing a “little
more than a campaign event held
for the benefit of area legislators’
re-election campaigns” in Bergen
County.”

Senator Stephen Orotho (R-24,
Sparta) said, MVC “Commissioner
(Ray) Martinez is, in my opinion,
compensating for the neglect of these
upgrades in years past under Demo-
cratic governors and is implementing
the system as quickly as possible.”

Senators Slam Defense Dept.
On Closing of Monmouth

NEWARK – U.S. Senators Frank
Lautenberg (D-N.J.) and Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) have criticized
the U.S. Department of Defense
(DOD) for its decision to close the
Fort Monmouth commissary when
the base closes next month.

Since 2010, the lawmakers said
they have advocated for DOD to
keep the commissary open to con-
tinue serving 19,000 service mem-
bers, surviving spouses, military re-
tirees and their families who the
U.S. Army had estimated would con-
tinue to utilize the commissary after
the base closes.

“Since the Bush Administration
recommended closing Fort
Monmouth, we have worked together
to fight this misguided closure, and
most recently to keep the commis-
sary open. We are deeply disturbed
by the Pentagon’s decision. Closing
the commissary is the wrong deci-
sion and it adds insult to injury for
military families in the region,” said
Senator Lautenberg, an Army vet-
eran. “The commissary is a critical
resource for military families and
this will only serve to heighten the
impact of the base closure. We will
continue to do everything in our power
to support the military retirees and
their families who have already sac-
rificed so much.”

“I am incredibly disappointed that
the Pentagon has chosen to ignore the
Army’s recommendation and close

the Fort Monmouth commissary,”
Senator Menendez said. “Thousands
of military families and veterans will
now be faced with a sudden lack of
access to the affordable food and
basic goods they need. The Depart-
ment of Defense should have at the
very least kept the commissary open
long enough to enable families to
adjust to this change, as we’ve been
advocating for over a year. It is the
right thing to do on behalf of those
who sacrifice so much on behalf of
our country.”

In 2005, the Bush Administration
recommended the closure of Fort
Monmouth to the Base Realignment
and Closure (BRAC) Commission.
The recommendation was accepted
by the BRAC Commission and the
base is now scheduled to shut down
in September 2011.

The delegation met with Army
Secretary John McHugh in May 2010
to personally request the commis-
sary remain open for a transitional
two-year period after Fort Monmouth
closes. In August 2010, the lawmak-
ers sent a letter to Army Secretary
McHugh to reiterate their stance that
the commissary is vital for military
retirees and their families across the
state. In response to the lawmakers’
request, Secretary McHugh recom-
mended in February 2011 that the
commissary remain open for a transi-
tional two-year period following Fort
Monmouth’s closure.

New Jersey Healthcare and Medicaid
Three-Yr. Pilot Program Becomes Law

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie on August 19 signed into law
legislation sponsored by Assembly-
woman Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Sum-
mit) creating a three-year pilot pro-
gram aimed to improve healthcare
for Medicaid recipients at reduced
costs.

The bipartisan bill, S-2443/A-
3636, is based on the efforts of Dr.
Jeffrey Brenner, a Camden doctor
who determined that 1 percent of
patients accounted for 30 percent of
healthcare costs at three hospitals in
Camden. He realized the patients
under study often had factors such as
poverty, depression, disability or lan-
guage barriers preventing them from
receiving optimal healthcare. Dr.
Brenner then gathered a team com-
prised of nurse practitioners and so-
cial workers for an intensive and in-
tegrated approach in the patients’
homes to treat their symptoms and
change their behavior. This resulted
in cutting patients’ time at hospitals

in half and saved more than $500,000
per month in hospital bills.

“Dr. Brenner’s research and find-
ings that explore other factors be-
sides those of a physical nature and
add to healthcare costs is an impor-
tant contribution to both patients and
society,” Asw. Muñoz said. “Chal-
lenging the norm is a key part of
medicine and our state is fortunate to
have an innovative and critical thinker
such as Dr. Brenner. I am anxious to
see the pilot expanded to other parts
of New Jersey so these benefits can
be realized by more people whose
ailments are more complicated than
first thought.”

The legislation would create the
Medicaid Accountable Care Organi-
zation Project in which nonprofit
groups could apply to provide
healthcare in an area with more than
5,000 Medicaid recipients. Providers
who can deliver improved care and
save costs would be entitled to gain
sharing payments from Medicaid.

Bramnick Pushes for NJ
‘16 GOP Convention
WESTFIELD – Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) is launch-
ing a campaign this week to bring the
2016 Republican National Conven-
tion to New Jersey. “Late night tele-
vision jokes about Newark and New
Jersey will end after people visit the
Prudential Center,” Asm. Bramnick
said. “Hosting the convention will be
an economic driver for the region.”

The state last hosted a national con-
vention in 1964, when Lyndon Johnson
accepted the Democratic nomination
in Atlantic City. A spokesman for the
Prudential Center, Robert Sommer,
said that officials from the Giants, Jets
and the Prudential Center would meet
to discuss the idea.

Trinitas to Receive $5 Mil.
Increase in State Aid

ELIZABETH - Governor Chris
Christie and Health Commissioner
Mary O’Dowd visited Trinitas Re-
gional Medical Center in Elizabeth
on August 18 to highlight reforms to
funding for charity care, the Hospital
Relief Subsidy Fund and Graduate
Medical Education (GME). The hos-
pital will receive the state’s largest
increase in hospital funding at $5
million.

Charity care, which supports the
care that all 72 hospitals provide to
the uninsured, will increase to $675
million. All 38 teaching hospitals will
receive a total of $90 million in GME.
In addition, all 72 hospitals will re-
ceive a total of $166 million in Hos-
pital Relief Subsidy Funds, which
supports the care hospitals provide
for behavioral health, pregnancy,
childbirth and newborn services.

Trinitas will receive $55.9 million
in hospital funding for Fiscal Year
2012, an increase of $5 million over
Fiscal Year 2011. The funding in-
cludes $44 million in charity care, an
increase of $841,000; $9.7 million in
Hospital Relief Subsidy Funding, an
increase of $3.3 million; and $2.2
million in GME, an increase of
$859,000 over Fiscal Year 2011.

“Clearly, the Governor recognizes

the important role urban safety net
hospitals, like Trinitas, play in tak-
ing care of the most vulnerable pa-
tients in communities across New
Jersey,” Trinitas President Gary
Horan said.

Hospitals that have demonstrated a
strong commitment to medical edu-
cation of physicians, behavioral
health and obstetric services will fare
best under the formula changes. All
three formulas were reformed to re-
duce state administrative costs and
make funding more equitable and
transparent to hospitals.

In addition to providing a signifi-
cant amount of charity care to the
uninsured, Trinitas is also a major
provider of behavioral health ser-
vices with a $14.4 million contract
with the Department of Human Ser-
vices. It also receives $200,000 in
state funding to provide quality ac-
cess to prenatal care, preconcep-
tion and interconception care as a
means to decrease infant mortality
rates.

Trinitas Regional Medical Center
is a Catholic community teaching
hospital sponsored by the Sisters of
Charity of Saint Elizabeth in partner-
ship with the Elizabethtown
Healthcare Foundation.

DeCroce, Bramnick:  Poll
Shows Dems Not Doing Job
TRENTON – GOP Release: New

Jersey voters understand who is ac-
countable for government’s overspend-
ing and who they believe is taking the
proper approach in correcting the prob-
lem, Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce and Conference Leader Jon
Bramnick said.

Asm. DeCroce and Asm. Bramnick
were referring to the results of the
Quinnipiac Poll released last week
which shows the public disapproves
of the way Democrats in the Legisla-
ture dealt with the state budget and
the way both the Senate and Assem-
bly are handling their jobs.

“Everyone knows government
spends too much except the Demo-
crats in the Legislature,” Asm.
DeCroce said. “When 63 percent of
the public disapproves of the way
Trenton Democrats handled the bud-
get that sends an unmistakable mes-
sage. The Democrats in Trenton tried
to portray responsible governing as
‘mean-spirited’ in order to curry fa-
vor and use it as a wedge in Novem-
ber, but taxpayers aren’t fooled.”

“The Quinnipiac results support
the Republicans’ ongoing commit-
ment to maintaining fiscal discipline,”
Asm. Bramnick, Westfield. “The per-
formance review for Governor
Christie is positive and is a credit to
his leadership during the budget de-
bate. The governor has maintained
his steadfast commitment to keeping
taxpayers as the number one priority
which is what the public deserves.”

“In order to change the fiscal mis-
management that occurred when
Democrats had total control of state
government, we need responsible lead-
ers who can make difficult decisions
year after year,” Asm. DeCroce said.
“Governor Christie began the process
of putting taxpayers first last year and
continued it with the new budget. The
strategy employed by Senate Presi-
dent Sweeney and Speaker Oliver that
would have continued spending dol-
lars we don’t have is being resound-
ingly rejected by the public. The pub-
lic is paying more attention to the way
government operates than Democrats
in Trenton think.”

GOP Freeholder Candidates
Call for UC Alliance Probe

COUNTY — Union County Re-
publican Freeholder candidates Andy
Smith and Eddie Ortiz are calling for
a state investigation of the Union
County Alliance following a series of
articles authored by investigative re-
porter Cheryl Hehl of the Local Source
which uncovered numerous alleged
improprieties in the non-profit, county
funded organization’s tax returns.

The only two people reportedly on
staff for the Union County Alliance
are the sister-in-law of Freeholder
Dan Sullivan and the former county
communications director, which was
given $322,125 in taxpayer dollars
by the freeholder board in 2011 with
no oversight.

Ms. Hehl uncovered a number of
inconsistencies in cash flow reported
in the tax returns, as well as potential
violations of the organizations’ 501(c)4
non-profit status. The two employees
of the Alliance combined make in
excess of $150,000. She also noted
that despite numerous calls and visits
to the Alliance’s rented office space,
neither employee was ever there.

The Alliance publishes two “news-
papers,” called Union County Direc-
tions, which are mailed to every

household in Union County one night
before the Primary and another night
before the General Election.

“The papers are essentially press
releases for the all-Democratic Union
County Freeholder Board and other
Democratic politicians,” the GOP
candidates said.

“We have long known that the only
real purpose of these taxpayer-funded
‘newspapers’ is to laud the supposed
accomplishments of the Freeholders
under the guise of objective news
right before the Primary and General
Elections, but it appears now that the
taxpayer abuse may go deeper than
just taxpayer funded politics,” said
Mr. Smith. “Investigations by the state
comptroller as well as the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs are long
overdue, and I would hope the free-
holder board would join us in de-
manding such an investigation. If
there is nothing to hide, then they
shouldn’t have any problem having
the comptroller and DCS look into
this issue uncovered by a respected,
non-partisan journalist. An investi-
gation by the county itself would be
nothing more than the fox watching
the henhouse.”

Residents Are Asked to Help Keep
Mosquito Population Under Control

COUNTY – The County of Union is
asking county residents to check their
property for standing water: potential
breeding sites for mosquitoes. The sig-
nificant amount of rainfall the area has
recently experienced can leave behind
small amounts of standing water that
female mosquitoes require to breed.

There are about 20 different species
of mosquitoes in Union County. In-
cluded in this group is the Asian tiger
mosquito. This non-native species has
been moving northward since it was
first identified in Texas in 1985. It has
now found a home in at least half of
New Jersey, including Union County.

Removing litter and debris is a
major first step toward eliminating
breeding sites. Unused pools, foun-
tains, and ornamental ponds should

be drained and covered. Residents
should also check their outdoor equip-
ment and garden ornaments, including
grills, wheelbarrows, and tarpaulins, to
ensure there is no place for water to
collect, even in very small amounts.
Rain gutters should be cleaned regu-
larly to ensure that water does not col-
lect in blockages, and water in bird-
baths should be changed at least once a
week. To avoid bites, residents are ad-
vised to wear long clothing when out-
doors in the early morning and early
evening. DEET remains the single most
effective mosquito repellent. County
residents are advised to follow all in-
structions carefully when using prod-
ucts containing DEET.

To report mosquito infestations,
call (908) 654-9834.
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State Chamber Names
Bramnick Legis. of Yr.
TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) has been
named as a recipient of the New Jer-
sey State Chamber of Commerce’s
Legislator of the Year award. Mr.
Bramnick will be presented with the
award at the Chamber’s Business and
Legislative Awards Reception at
Bally’s Atlantic City on Tuesday,
September 27.

The following morning Mr.
Bramnick will join the three other
legislative recipients, Senate Presi-
dent Steve Sweeney (D-3,
Gloucester), Senator Steve Oroho (R-
24, Sparta), and Assemblyman Albert
Coutinho (D-29, Newark), in a
roundtable discussion on issues fac-
ing New Jersey.

“I am honored to be a recipient of the
Chamber’s award and appreciate their
recognition,” Mr. Bramnick said. “New
Jersey faced many challenges this year
and we achieved some significant ac-
complishments, such as reforming our
pension and healthcare systems. We
still have a lot of work in front us,
especially keeping our focus on creat-
ing jobs and improving our state’s
economy. Those are ongoing issues
that we can all agree are top priorities.”

Mr. Bramnick was a primary spon-
sor of the Business Retention and
Relocation Assistance Grant Program
(S-2370/A-3389) that was signed into
law by Governor Chris Christie in
January. The law makes New Jersey’s
business climate more favorable to
job retention and growth, he said.

Mr. Bramnick serves as Republi-
can Conference Leader and is a mem-
ber of the Assembly Law and Public
Safety Committee and Consumer
Affairs Committee.

NO OTHER BUILDER

HAS MORE

Award

PROJECTS

IN WESTFIELD, NJ

THAN SIMPSONS BUILDERS

“There’s a reason why”

Todd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson Annis

908-232-6380 • www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Winning

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Private Maxwell of SP
 Completes Training
SCOTCH PLAINS -- Army Pri-

vate Anthony Maxwell has gradu-
ated from basic infantry training at
Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga. During
the nine weeks of training, the soldier
received training in drill and ceremo-
nies, weapons, map reading, tactics,
military courtesy, military justice,
physical fitness, first aid, and Army
history, core values and traditions.

Additional training included de-
velopment of basic combat skills
and battlefield operations and tac-
tics, and experiencing use of vari-
ous weapons and weapons de-
fenses available to the infantry
crewman.

He is the son of Anthony Maxwell
of Scotch Plains and Despi Felix of
Bronx, N.Y. Maxwell is a 2009 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gradu-
ate.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

 Warning Issued On
P.O.D. Accounts

COUNTY — Union County Surrogate
James LaCorte has issued a warning re-
garding Payable on Death (P.O.D.) bank
policies for Union County residents with
a special emphasis to seniors.

Payable-On-Death means adding a
beneficiary to a bank account. In the
event of your death, the beneficiary can
access the money with a death certificate
or proof of death, without a judge’s signa-
ture, probate proceedings, attorneys, or
anyone’s permission. Earlier this year the
Surrogate issued a similar warning re-
garding the practices of out-of-state banks
with branches in New Jersey in relation to
safety deposit boxes. Many of these insti-
tutions may not follow New Jersey prac-
tice when it comes to releasing certain
items from those boxes when the owner
of the safety deposit box dies. Some of
the same institutions are exhibiting a simi-
lar lack of understanding in the area of
P.O.D. accounts.

“I encourage anyone with a POD ac-
count to go to their bank, discuss and be
clear on what the policy is regarding
these accounts,” Mr. LaCorte said. “Un-
fortunately, some large out-of-state banks
with New Jersey branches are requiring
loved ones to acquire a Surrogate’s Court
document before they will pay over the
proceeds of these accounts. In the State of
New Jersey that document is not re-
quired.” P.O.D. accounts are, in fact, a
contract between the account owner and
the bank. The bank agrees to pay the
proceeds of the account to the payee on
the account upon the submission of com-
petent proof of death of the account holder.
A certified death certificate is more than
adequate proof of death. However, in
many instances, these large out-of-state
banks with branches in New Jersey make
these transfers much more difficult in
times of hardship.

There are times when all of the funds
cannot be released such as whenever the
payee is not a son, daughter, spouse,
grandchild, etc. A tax waiver is required
for all other payees. As in the case of
safety deposit boxes, sometimes “bigger
is not better.” Anyone who desires to set
up a P.O.D. account is encouraged to talk
to a smaller local bank first; they may be
more accommodating. A local bank may
make the process easier for your benefi-
ciary, resulting in an orderly transition of
your assets at a time when your family
will need it the most. For more informa-
tion on services provided by the
Surrogate’s office, call (908) 527-4280.

Rahway Council Rejects Mayor’s
Request for Additional Staff

The Rahway City Council has re-
jected a proposal by Mayor Rick Proc-
tor to add a secretary and chief of
staff to the city’s payroll at a com-
bined $100,000, according to
LocalSource.com and
rahwayrising.com, a blog site.

Mayor Proctor, a former Union
County freeholder who was elected
mayor in November, requested a full-
time secretary position at $55,000 a
year along with a part-time chief of
staff at $45,000 annually. City Ad-
ministrator Peter Pelissier said he did
not see the additions as warranted.
He said if employees were hired it
should be in the fire department as
the city’s firefighters union has asked
the city to increase staffing levels.

Governor, Lawmakers Call
For Probe of Elizabeth BOE

The governor’s office and several
state lawmakers are calling on an
investigation of the Elizabeth school
district following allegations that
some of the board of education’s high-
ranking officials signed their chil-
dren up for free and subsidized
lunches paid for by taxpayers, nj.com
has report.

A Star-Ledger report found that
the president of the Elizabeth Board
of Education, a school principal and
a supervisor of custodians all have
children enrolled in the free or re-
duced lunch program, despite not
meeting federal income eligibility
requirements.

Senators Ray Lesniak (D-20, Eliza-
beth), Senator Michael Doherty (R-
23, Hunterdon), Assemblyman Jo-
seph Cryan (D-20, Union), and As-
semblywoman Annette Quijano (D-
20, Elizabeth) also have urged state
and federal authorities to investigate
the matter.

Ex-Middlesex Sheriff, Two
Others Indicted for Conspiracy
Former Middlesex County sheriff

Joseph Spicuzzo and two others were
indicted last week on charges they
conspired to sell jobs and promotions
for cash, nj.com reported. The 11-
count indictment, announced by the
Attorney General’s Office, charges
Spicuzzo, 66, Darrin DiBiasi, 43, and
Paul Lucarelli, 46, with conspiracy,
official misconduct and bribery. If
convicted, they each face a maximum
sentence of 10 years in state prison.

According to the report, between
1996 and 2008, Spicuzzo allegedly used
his post as elected sheriff to solicit
$112,000 in bribes from eight different
people who, in return, were appointed
as sheriff’s investigators or were pro-
moted within the sheriff’s office.

Federal Judge Upholds
Lt. Gov. Ruling on Carl Lewis
A federal judge has declined to

overturn Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno’s decision not to certify
former Olympic track star Carl Lewis
as a state Senate candidate in South
Jersey because he did not meet the
state’s four-year residency require-
ment to run for the state Legislature.

U.S. District Court Judge Noel
Hillman said there was no need to
overrule Ms. Guadagno, who made her
ruling in her role as Secretary of State,
with only several weeks to go before
the September 8 ballot deadline for
November’s General Election.

Obama Poll Numbers Drop
Eleven Points in New Jersey

New Jersey voters have become no-
ticeably less positive about President
Barack Obama, according to a new
Rutgers-Eagleton Poll. The President’s
favorable rating has dropped to 44 per-
cent, down 11 points from an April
Rutgers-Eagleton Poll, while another
44 percent view him unfavorably, up
12 points.

Over the same period, support for
Governor Chris Christie is mostly
unchanged, at 45 percent favorable
and 47 percent unfavorable, com-
pared to 44 percent to 42 percent four
months ago. Results are from a
Rutgers-Eagleton Poll of 615 regis-
tered voters conducted among both
landline and cell phone households
from August 9 to 15.

Port Authority ‘Phases-in’
Toll Hikes on Bridges, PATH

Mattress Factory’s
Wine and Bed-ucation
Many people equate buying a new

mattress to buying a car. There is an
uncomfortable expectation to nego-
tiate and haggle coupled with a lack
of knowledge about the product. It
can be at best frustrating and some-
times even anxiety-provoking. The
Mattress Factory would like to pro-
vide an opportunity to learn every-
thing you ever wanted to know about
mattresses but were afraid to ask. We
can show you how a mattress is built,
what to consider when deciding on a
quality, industry trends, etc. Believe
it or not, the bedding industry has a
lot going on in it and can be very
exciting… at least we think so!

Every Wednesday and Friday be-
tween 6 and 8 p.m. from now until
Labor Day, visit our showroom at 35
South Avenue in Fanwood for a cock-
tail and some bed-ucation. We will
not be writing any orders during these
times but we will offer you a coupon
to use if you decide to purchase at
another time. So bring your ques-
tions or just your curiosity, and get
some bed-ucation so that you can
Sleep Well, Live Well.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Fitch Lowers Rating on
New Jersey’s  Bonds
STATE -- Fitch Ratings has low-

ered its assessment of New Jersey’s
general obligation bonds one notch to
AA– from AA, The New York Times
reported last week. Fitch said the state’s
reforms on health benefits and pen-
sion would improve the condition of
New Jersey’s pension funds long term,
but in the short run the agreement
could make the state’s finances worse.

Fitch said the pension system re-
mains far short of the assets it needs
even with the overhaul, noting the
state’s pension system had 56 per-
cent of the money it needed to meet
its long-term obligations, and that the
approved changes increased that num-
ber to 65 percent.

REGION — The Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey Board of
Commissioners last Thursday ap-
proved a two-part phase-in of toll and
PATH fare rates following receipt of

a letter from New Jersey Governor
Chris Christie and New York Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo.

Tolls on cars using E-ZPass will
increase $1.50 in September 2011
and then 75 cents in December each
year from 2012-2015 for a total in-
crease of $4.50 over five years, down
from the proposed $6 increase over
four years.

Cars paying with cash will have
the same increase, but will be subject
to an additional $2 penalty. Tolls on
trucks using E-ZPass will pay an ad-
ditional $2 per axle in September
2011, and then an additional $2 per
axle in December of each year from
2012 -2015.

Tolls on trucks paying cash will
have the same increase, but will be
subject to an additional $3 per axle
cash penalty. Fares on the PATH train
will increase 25 cents per year for the
next four years.

Under the previous plan, tolls for
autos using E-ZPass were to increase
from $6 to $10 roundtrip for off-peak
travel and from $8 to $12 in peak
hours. An additional $2 increase dur-
ing peak and off-peak hours was to
have been implemented in 2014. Also
proposed was a cash toll surcharge of
$3, increasing the cash rate from $8
to $15 in 2011 and another $2 in
2014. PATH fares were to have gone
from $1.75 to $2.75 in 2011.

“We jointly indicated, both pub-
licly and privately, that such a signifi-
cant toll hike was unacceptable and
we would not approve,” the Gover-
nors said in the letter to the PA board.

“Why we did not want to see any
toll increase, given the crisis facing
the Port Authority and its finances,
the potential safety and economic
climate, a toll and fare increase can-
not be avoided,” the Governors
stated. They said they would sup-
port toll and fare increases if phased
in over the next few years.

The toll hikes will fund a $25 bil-
lion 10-year capital plan that includes
repairs to the George Washington
Bridge; rehabilitation of the Lincoln
Tunnel helix; raising the Bayonne
Bridge roadway; construction of a
new Goethals Bridge; PATH car, sig-
nal, and station modernizations; air-
port runway and taxiway moderniza-
tions; security enhancements at all
facilities, and completion of the new
World Trade Center. In addition to
bridges and tunnels, the PA has juris-
diction over Newark Liberty,
Kennedy and Laguardia Airports.

WESTFIELD IS BACK...The Westfield Planning Board has approved the rebuilding plans submitted by Ferraro’s Restaurant of Westfield. Pictured above, from left to right, is a picture by Westfield Leader
and Times photographer Benjamin B. Corbin of the building at the corner of Elm and Quimby Streets, owned by Bavint Corporation of Garwood, which will be renovated and converted into retail space;
an artist rendering of the new Ferraro’s on Elm by Millburn-based architect Nancy Daugherty; and the Cosenza building at Elm and North Avenue. Please see story on page 1 and editorial on page 4.
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Poltroon – Cowardly; comtemptible
2. Telestic – Pertaining to the final end

or purpose
3. Glutition – The act of swallowing
4. Mactation – The killing of anything

offered as a sacrifice

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PANEGYRIS
1. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
2. A public meeting or festival
3. Unmaneagable; uncontrollable
4. Capable of doing any kind of work;

universally skilled
ZYTHUM

1. A malt beverage brewed by the
ancient Egyptians

2. Any poison derived from a decaying
tissue

3. A nerve cell connected with other
nerve cells

4. A kind of biscuit which is baked and
then sliced and toasted

GNOFF
1. A miser
2. To banish or ostracize
3. To disregard or consider unimpor-

tant
4. A sneeze or grunt

CRAPULENCE
1. Uselessness; of little or no value
2. State of exaustion; worn out
3. Sickness caused by overindulgence

in food or drink
4. Untidiness; filth

Ain’t No Genius, But Maybe
When It’s Wrong, It’s Right

Charlie

With all the stuff seemin’ to be messed up, it causes
me to think, and that ain’t necessarily my specialty.
Comes to mind, ain’t being no genius, but when the
genius’ prove to be wrong, then maybe also what
they say to be wrong is really right. They say it is
right to borrow money to raise the
Bayonne Bridge to get bigger ships
into the harbor, but ain’t that wrong?
Bigger ships just bring more foreign
stuff into the harbor and put our
factory workers out of jobs – and we
borrow money to build the bridge
and put our guys out of jobs. Seems
like the genius’ are wrong so then
maybe it’s really right.

Maybe it’s wrong, but right, to
instead to lower the bridge, or bor-
row nothing for it and leave it alone.
Then take whatever money we have
to build a factory in Harrison to put
the guys to work. I’m not smart
enough to know what kind of factory
to build, but if the genius’ say it’s
wrong to build a light bulb factory,
then maybe they’re wrong – and
therefore it’s right to build a light bulb factory.

True, they say it’s wrong to build a light bulb

factory because our guys can’t build light bulbs good
enough and cheap enough to compete with all the
light bulbs comin’ in under the bridge. Now, that’s
why it struck me to lower the bridge. And being
slow-witted, it took me several pauses to remember

somethin’ – didn’t we invent the
light bulb here in Jersey? It may take
awhile, but our light bulbs will get
better and better as we make them  –
cheaper too. Put our efforts into
improving the light bulb factory
while employing our guys rather
than givin’ out unemployment
checks. Gives ‘em pride too and
develops their skills along the way.

Just as I ain’t so good at thinking
as the genius’ are, writing what
comes to mind ain’t so good too.
Saying only guys in this note should
really mean the guys and gals, so I
mean both and don’t mean no disre-
spect.

The genius’ also tell me it’s wrong
to play dodge ball. I’m still think-
ing on this one – but coming to

think they’re wrong makes me to believe maybe it’s
right. Let’s play ball.

Scotch Plains Concert Series a Success
Due to The Many People Who Helped

Grant Money to Restore Caboose
Relic? It’s Your Money and More

Last Thursday saw the completion
of a very successful Scotch Plains
Cultural Arts concert series (SPCAC).
For each of five Thursdays during the
summer, hundreds of people were
entertained under the stars. We were
fortunate to have excellent weather
each week except for a bit of light-
ning at our concluding music festi-
val.

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank the many people who
made the concert series possible. First
and foremost is Councilman Kevin
Glover whose tireless efforts and
fundraising made the entire series
possible. As council liaison to the
Cultural Arts Committee, he helped
host each concert and made sure ev-
erything went as smoothly as pos-
sible. Thanks also to Mayor Malool
and the remainder of the township
council for supporting the concert
series for these many years.

A special thank you goes to our
sponsors. The series was privately
funded, so there would not have been
a concert series at all without their
generosity. Special thanks goes to the
Scotch Plains Management Corpora-
tion for their generous donation as
well as the free ice cream each week
(courtesy of Scoops) and the coordi-
nation of the raffle prizes. Dominic
Verdic did a tremendous job coordi-
nating their efforts each week.

A big thank you goes to David
Nunes and the crew at Investors Sav-
ings Bank. In addition to their gener-
ous donation, they were at each con-
cert with free water, goodies, and lots
of other free stuff. Thanks also to
Victor at Portusa BBQ for his dona-
tion. His presence at each concert
providing delicious food certainly
enhanced the proceedings. I can cer-
tainly vouch for his food. Love those
empanadas!

Vinnie Losavio of John’s Meat
Market was another major contribu-
tor. It was great seeing Vinnie up on

the stage with RB Express. The Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad made a gener-
ous donation and helped make each
concert more enjoyable with their
presence. Great thanks go to PNC
Bank and Comcast for their very gen-
erous donations as well.

Thanks go to our remaining spon-
sors for their generosity. They are:
Hatch, Mott, MacDonald; the JCC of
Central New Jersey; Unity Bank;
Alfonso’s Pizzeria; Enterprise Rent-
A-Car; Family Investors Company;
K-9 Resorts; Scotch Plains Fanwood
Youth Baseball, Soccer, and Lacrosse
Associations; Flannery’s Pub; the
Stage House Restaurant; Kevin
Glover, Sal Trifiro, and the
Zimmerman Family. A huge thank
you goes out to all our sponsors.

Special thanks go to my colleagues
on the 2011 Cultural Arts Commit-
tee. They have helped make the con-
cert series a tremendous success for
many years. The series could not have
come off without the hard work of
Ray Poerio, Steven Dahl, and the rest
of the staff of the recreation depart-
ment.

Thanks also go to Bill McMeekan
and the folks at SPTV for their great
work in their live broadcasting of the
series. Several people came up to me
to tell me they were watching on
television and decided to come by
and see the fun in person.

The biggest thank you goes out to
the hundreds of people who came out
each week. The people who attended
took the opportunity to get out of the
house, get the kids away from the
television and their computers for a
few hours, and get to meet some new
friends, while listening to some great
music. I thoroughly enjoyed each
Thursday night and I hope that all
who attended at least one concert
enjoyed it as well.

Hope to see you all next year.
Steve Goldberg

Chairman, SPCAC

Last week, The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times published a photo on
the front page telling all our residents
about the $100,000 of taxpayer dol-
lars that the Fanwood governing body
got to refurbish a 60-year-old ca-
boose that currently resides rusted,
rotting, graffiti covered and half hid-
den in our borough’s recycling cen-
ter. What the short blurb doesn’t tell
you is that the caboose will cost much
more then $100,000 to rehabilitate.
In fact, the last estimates I heard at
the borough council meetings were
approximately three times that.

What the current team in Borough
Hall will tell you is that this is “grant
money.” You will hear that this is
money that the state Department of
Transportation gave them to restore
this antique caboose. However, this

money came out of all of our pockets
in one way or another. More impor-
tantly, it is insufficient funds to prop-
erly renovate that relic, and now that
we own it, the remainder of the re-
quired money needs to come from
somewhere.

How could they even think of
spending this kind of money when
many of our residents are struggling
to keep their jobs and pay their prop-
erty taxes in this economy?

I think it’s time to cut our losses. Is
there an exit strategy to get out from
under this bad decision? If not, I
suggest the current governing body
start thinking of one, or the new gov-
erning body will have to.

Jason Benedict
GOP Candidate

Fanwood Council

Why Did WF-BOE Not Announce
Guidance Director Resignation?

Once again WHS is searching for a
new director of guidance since Rich-
ard Charwin resigned from WHS. On
July 18, 2011 Richard Charwin was
approved as the director of pupil per-
sonnel services at Hunterdon Central
Regional High School. His employ-
ment began August 8. Why has the
Westfield Board of Education not

made the news public?
Reference: Hunterdon Central Re-

gional High School; Charwin, Rich-
ard; Director of Pupil Personnel Ser-
vice; $142,000, starting date of Au-
gust 8, 2011.

Jacqueline Bass
Westfield

Senator Calls for Investigation of
Elizabeth Board of Education

August 22, 2011
To: Christopher D. Cerf, Acting

Commissioner, Department of Edu-
cation

Dear Acting Commissioner Cerf,
In a front-page article dated Au-

gust 21, 2011, the Newark Star-Led-
ger reported abuses of the free and
reduced price lunch program by the
Elizabeth Board of Education. Ac-
cording to the article, the president of
the school board, a principal, and a
supervisor of custodians enrolled their
children in the free and reduced price
lunch program, even though their in-
comes far exceed the level needed to
qualify for the program.

This year, when you appeared be-
fore the Senate Budget Committee, I
informed you about the potential for
abuse of the free and reduced price
lunch program, and how enrolling a
student in the program triggers an
“At-Risk” designation, which results
in an additional $6,000-7,000 of state
school aid for a student. This addi-
tional school aid, which can exceed
hundreds of millions of dollars, is
collected from taxpayers throughout
the state.

I also bring to your attention a June
2011 report, issued by the State Au-
ditor, Stephen Eells, in which he high-
lighted the potential for fraud and
abuse of the free and reduced price
lunch program.

These allegations of fraud within
the Elizabeth school district need to
be investigated immediately.

Please accept this letter as my
formal request for such an investiga-
tion.

Sincerely,
Michael J. Doherty

Member of the State Senate

Westfield Rebuilds From the Fire,
Buoyed As Plywood Is Removed

Westfield is fighting back to rebuild from the
devastation created by the fire on May 5 when a
block of Elm and Quimby Street in the downtown
was destroyed as Ferraro’s Restaurant went ablaze.
The Westfield Planning Board took the first step on
August 18 by approving the rebuild concept for the
Ferraro portion of the ruin. When finished, this
should address half of the undertaking with hopes of
being better than before.

The other portion of the revivification, the build-
ing from Elm Street wrapping around to Quimby
Street, remains boarded up. It is being advertised as
newly renovated and ‘available for lease.’ The faith
in this facet will be buoyed when the plywood is
removed and the windows are replaced to provide a
soot-free view of a glistening interior. We hope this
can happen soon.

Most of the attention over the next several months
will focus on the epicenter of the rebuild, the Ferraro’s
Restaurant segment on Elm Street – not an easy task;
and requiring patience from neighboring businesses
and dwellers as streets are closed, cranes and bull-
dozers ply their trade. The jumble must be gutted.

Then “The Phoenix can rise again.” It could be
complex as a three-story brick building must be
demolished, and in a safe manner without impacting
the co-joined Cozenza building at the corner of Elm
Street and North Avenue.

The momentum, planning and initiative seem to
be in place to get the job done and return to business.
We, along with many others, look forward to a
smooth and speedy implementation.

Westfield is a pleasant place to be with its shop-
ping, dining and diverse businesses. This one set-
back, not the end of the world, will be overcome –
and the downtown will return to be as fine as all
remember.

The coup de grâce of this remake just one block
away – We think it should include the return of the
Jolly Trolley? Its demise was not one of fire but a
casualty of corporate folly. It wouldn’t require de-
molishing a three-story building – just foresight, the
reestablishment of the nostalgic meeting place; draft
beer, peanut shells on the floor, salad bar and the best
prime rib. “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”
[Sic] sign.

Yesterday And Today
A Sinking Fund is a long-forgotten
financial practice where money is put
away until you can afford to pursue a
viable project. The antithesis today is
where government borrows your money
to pursue a project that is not viable. Then

the project goes bankrupt. An example of
a project that is sinking on your borrowed
money is the $3.8 billion bankrupt Xanadu
project. The developer now wants another
$800 million. Another long-forgotten
financial practice is “Cut Your Losses.”

Cty Ignores State,
Trenton Abandons Us
This letter was sent to N.J. Con-

troller Matthew Boxer. So far all I got
from him was thank you e-mail and
no action. Union County taxpayers
are having state mandates ignored
and Trenton is abandoning us. Is any-
one else disturbed by our govern-
ment in Elizabeth and Trenton taking
our money?

*****
Dear Mr. Boxer, Re: County Taxes
I am a longtime resident of Union

County and have been dismayed by
the cost of our county government
for some time. In particular, the tax
burden on my town of Scotch Plains
is imposed first by the public school
system and next by the County of
Union.

In fact, the school board was able
to keep their percentage increase this
year down, based on the tax rates, to
1 percent increase from last year.
However, the county’s increase is 7
percent. I do not understand how this
could happen with the state-imposed
2 percent cap. The previous year’s
increase was 6 percent as well. Some
counties such as Bergen were able to
provide their taxpayers a 0 percent
increase, but not Union County.

Some explanations made to us as
to why they need this money from us
are:

1. The county provided some 700
employees free lifetime medical cov-
erage.

2. They awarded a $15-million con-
tract for a banquet facility clubhouse
at the Galloping Hill Golf Course.
The county stated that the banquet
facility would generate a positive cash
flow of $2 million annually by the
third year in operation.

The savings for the lifetime ben-
efits are in question. Could this pro-
jection for the golf course also be
unrealistic? In fact, it was mentioned
that the budget might have been ex-
ceeded by 50 percent ($10 million to
$15 million).

3. A $1.6-million contact for a new
maintenance golf club maintenance
building at the same course as above.

4. The county recently completed a
$1.7-million driving range at the same
course.

5. The county awarded a $190,350
contract for engineering, contract
administration and inspection for ar-
tificial turf and lights at two fields.

While these items may have some
merit, it is questionable during the
worst recession since the Great De-
pression that they are needed at this
time. Regarding efficient execution,
that is another story and we would be
thankful for your review to confirm
that we are not being misrepresented.

These last items can be seen on the
Internet of The Scotch Plains –
Fanwood Times; goleader.com/
11jun16/06.pdf

6. There was also a question re-
garding receipts from last year’s
county MusicFest. This is under in-
vestigation by the county itself. The
cost of the entire MusicFest is ques-
tionable in light of our situation.

I know that you have a busy sched-
ule. If there is anything you could do
to look into the cost of our county
government, which is driving our
property taxes through the ceiling, it
would be appreciated.

Many in Union County are asking
these same questions. Therefore I
will share this letter with the media.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance

425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 518-7733

goleader.com/help
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Governors Will Not Block Port
Authority Toll Hike; Demand Audit

Letters to the Editor

August 18,2011, Dear Chairman
Samson and Vice-Chairman Grayson:

Two weeks ago, the Port Authority
proposed a significant toll hike in order to
address a potentially destabilizing fiscal
deficit facing the authority and its capital
budget. Without new revenue, the au-
thority has said that it would have been
unable to complete current projects and
execute a capital plan that is needed to
meet the critical and growing transporta-
tion needs of the region and jeopardize
167,000 jobs and $9.7 billion in wages at
a time when our economy desperately
needs to grow.

However, shortly after the Port Au-
thority made the proposal, we jointly
indicated, both publicly and privately,
that such a significant toll hike was unac-
ceptable and we would not approve it. We
then directed our appointed commission-
ers to look at how the authority could
immediately reduce costs and the future
needs of the capital program in order to
reduce the proposed toll hikes. We fur-
ther directed our commissioners to work
with the authority’s leadership to craft a
toll increase proposal that reduced the
burden on drivers and businesses but still
ensured that the authority’s finances
would be stabilized.

As directed, those commissioners con-
ducted a review of the current financial
situation as well as the obligations under
the proposed long-term capital plan and
have informed our administrations that
those reviews have identified $5 billion
in savings that can be immediately
achieved within the capital plan.

While we did not want to see any toll
increase, given the crisis facing the Port
Authority and its finances, and the poten-
tial safety and economic risks to com-
muters and businesses, an increase can-
not be avoided. However, in this eco-
nomic climate, a toll and fare increase can
only go forward if coupled with a strin-
gent audit of the Port Authority practices
that led to the fiscal mismanagement that
made these increases the only financially
solvable solution in the first place.

As such, we have directed the Port
Authority to put before the board a two-
part approach to restore fiscal health to the
authority by demanding accountability,
reviewing and improving internal prac-
tices and tracking how dollars are being
spent. This two-part plan is centered on a
clear mission – protecting the value of
every dollar paid into the Port Authority
and spent by the Port Authority.

First, we will not oppose a revised
proposal which reduces the first year toll
increase from $4 to $1.50 and reduces the
proposed $6 increase over four years to
$4.50 over five years.

This is a responsible alternative that
balances the infrastructure needs of the
region with toll and fare payers’ eco-
nomic realities. To that end, this proposal
will allow for the completion of the World
Trade Center as well as hundreds of other

capital projects that will ensure the safety
and economic viability of a transporta-
tion system that millions of New York
and New Jerseyans rely on. It will prevent
a default by the authority as well as a
downgrading that would prevent the au-
thority from borrowing money to pay for
existing and future projects. These more
affordable step increases will provide
better predictability and stability for hard-
working New Yorkers and New Jerseyans
and preserve tens of thousands of jobs.

Secondly, as a condition for not block-
ing the proposed toll hike, the commis-
sioners of the Port Authority need to
approve and immediately commence a
comprehensive audit of the authority. The
reports of cost overruns, excessive over-
time, and exorbitant spending must stop
immediately. We will assure that every
toll dollar is well spent and waste and
abuse is immediately attacked. This audit
will be twofold – it will focus on both a
financial audit of the authority’s 10-year
capital plan to further reduce its size and
cost and a top to bottom management
review of the authority’s finances and
operations to find ways to lower costs as
well as increase efficiencies.

As we said from the outset, we recognize
the Port Authority is facing severe financial
issues but so are families in the states of
New York and New Jersey, and the answer
cannot always be an indiscriminate and
exorbitant increase in the cost to the toll
payer. As families must carefully and effec-
tively manage their finances at this difficult
time, so must government.

We are pleased that our work together
resulted in lowering of the original toll
increase and going forward will result in
a less costly, more efficient, more ac-
countable authority than ever before. We
thank the board for their cooperation and
look forward to continuing to work with
you to achieve the needed reforms within
the authority to reduce costs, improve
efficiency, and enhance our regional trans-
portation network in order to create jobs
and grow our states economies.

N.J. Governor Chris Christie
N.Y. Governor Andrew Cuomo

http://www.goleader.com/11_election/
Candidate for Berkeley Heights Township Council

Challenger Stephen Yellin (D) DEM
I am running for Township Coun-

cil in Berkeley Heights because our
community deserves better than the
status quo on the issues confronting
our town. Taxes have gone up 17
percent in the last two years alone;
many downtown storefronts remain
vacant; and senior citizens are now
being charged up to $28 per hour to
use their own bus.

While I respect our opponents, I
believe Jamie Divine-Cadavid and I
can do a better job on the council than
they. I am a lifelong resident of Ber-
keley Heights and a proud graduate
of our public school system. I earned
a B.A. in History from Drew Univer-
sity and am currently earning a

Master’sDegree in Communications
from Rutgers-New Brunswick.

I have regularly attended council
meetings since 2007, and serve as
secretary of the Berkeley Heights
Democratic Committee. Please visit
our website at the link given, and feel
free to contact me in order to get
involved or to ask questions.

Vote for Yellin and Divine-Cadavid
for Township Council on November
8. We will do the best we can for
Berkeley Heights.

Contact Information:
stephen@bhdems.com; (908) 723-
5433; www.bhdems.com.

Stephen Yellin
Berkeley Heights

Walking�Distance�from�School�One,�Park�Middle�School,�St.�Barts,�and�SPFHS�
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave �����Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

For Kids 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/11 wl 

For Adults 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/11 WL 

Oh no!Oh no!Oh no!Oh no!    

Back to Back to Back to Back to 

school school school school 

alreadyalreadyalreadyalready ? ? ? ?    

DO YOU SUFFER FROM 
GRASS POLLEN ALLERGIES?
If you (or your child) suffer from grass pollen allergies, you may want 

to know about this study. We’re enrolling a clinical research study of an 

investigational drug. The investigational drug may help prevent the body’s 

reaction to grass pollen, rather than to just treat allergy symptoms. What’s 

more, this once-a-day tablet is designed to be placed under the tongue. 

Study participation includes study-related care and study medications for 

the grass pollen season at no cost. 

�����������	
��������������	���������	�	����������	�	�����������������

����������	���������������������	������	������	�	���	���	����	��

�������������������������������

Summit Medical Group Clinical Trials

908-277-8642; www.summitmedical

  group.com/service/Clinical-Trials/

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A COMEBACK...The property surrounding the corner of Elm and
Quimby streets in Westfield is advertised as newly renovated and for lease. It,
along with the adjacent Anthology store on Quimby, was damaged during the
Ferraro Restaurant fire on May 5. This property, previously part of the Ferraro
complex, is not earmarked as part of the restaurant rebuild.

Westfield FOUND
pet parakeet in down-
town on Saturday
night, August 20th.

For information:
call

(973) 715-3333
email

megsite@pobox.com.

New Jersey Industries Advocate for
Competitive Energy Policies

TRENTON – The Chemistry Council
of N.J. state that manufacturers in New
Jersey pay the sixth highest electricity
rates in the nation, 74 percent above the
national average. In order to remain com-
petitive, CCNJ member companies be-
lieve that access to a reliable, affordable
supply of energy is vital to chemical
makers, the future of the New Jersey
manufacturing base and the health of the
economy as a whole.

CCNJ is concerned that the state will
continue to lose high-paying jobs to states
with lower energy costs if nothing is
done to address New Jersey’s extremely
high energy costs.

“We applaud Governor Christie and
the Draft Energy Master Plan which puts
forward realistic goals that do not cater
to any one constituent group or energy
generation solution,” said Hal Bozarth,
executive director. “The EMP rightfully
acknowledges that our state can no longer
afford the loss of jobs and that higher
energy rates are part of the problem.”
Energy represents a significant share of
business of chemistry manufacturing
costs. For some energy-intensive prod-
ucts, energy for both fuel and power
needs and feedstocks account for up to
85 percent of total production costs. Be-
cause energy is a vital component of the
industry’s cost structure, higher energy
prices can have a substantial impact on
the business of chemistry.

As part of CCNJ’s advocacy efforts to
help reduce energy costs on behalf of its
70 manufacturing members, the council
has testified in favor and submitted com-
ments in support of the Christie
Administration’s Draft Energy Master
Plan (EMP).

“CCNJ supports the EMP because it
promotes a diversified energy portfolio
that will be sensitive to the electricity
rates consumers will ultimately pay, and
it directs the state to consider all energy
generation solutions, such as nuclear
and cogeneration to help bring down the
cost of energy, while meeting the state’s

environmental goals,” said Elvin
Montero, director of communications
and issues management during his testi-
mony. “The EMP doesn’t abandon alter-
native energy, the EMP simply sets up a
mechanism to examine the existing clean
energy programs and how the state has
benefited from them not only environ-
mentally, but economically as well. The
state should not be in the business of
picking winners or losers. Energy poli-
cies that rely on only one source of
generation will drive up New Jersey’s
already high electricity rates. Ratepayers
can no longer afford this,” he continued.

A vocal advocate to reduce electricity
rates in the state, the Council has been on
record in support of new generation in
the state, including nuclear and the con-
troversial Long-Term Capacity Agree-
ment Pilot Program (LCAPP). As well,
the Council has supported the safe ex-
pansion of the natural gas pipeline sys-
tem, cost-effective alternative energy
generation options that demonstrate a
net-benefit to ratepayers, improved en-
ergy efficiency programs and the
Susquehanna – Roseland power line.

The business of chemistry in New
Jersey contributes $29 billion to the
state’s economy and directly employs
more than 55,000 individuals. Indirectly,
an additional five jobs are created within
the state’s economy for every chemistry
industry job in New Jersey. The Council
is working hard to keep these jobs in the
state, and lower energy rates and a bal-
anced energy portfolio will certainly help
us do just that.

The Chemistry Council of New Jer-
sey (CCNJ), founded in 1955, represents
the interests of about 70 New Jersey
manufacturers in the business of chem-
istry. Membership consists of large and
small companies that are part of New
Jersey’s chemical, pharmaceutical, con-
sumer packaged goods, petroleum, fla-
vor and fragrances and precious metals
industries. The CCNJ is committed to a
better quality of life through science.

New Jersey Monthly Magazine Names
Westfield a Top Town in New Jersey

Westfield is the best medium-sized
town (population 30,000-69,999) in N.J.,
according to New Jersey Monthly’s lat-
est list of the Garden State’s 100 Top
Towns. It is also named 12 on the overall
Top Towns list.

“The municipalities that performed
best in this year’s rankings were gener-
ally the more affluent towns of northern
and central New Jersey,” says New Jer-
sey Monthly Editor Ken Schlager. “In
difficult economic times, these towns
tend to have the resources needed to
hold the line on property tax increases,
maintain school performance and pro-
tect their citizens against crime. This in
turn makes the towns more desirable to
homebuyers, thus boosting home val-
ues.”

The 2011 list of New Jersey’s Top 100
Towns was compiled for New Jersey
Monthly by Leflein Associates, an inde-

pendent research firm in Ringwood, NJ.
In creating the rankings, the researchers
considered five categories best repre-
senting the quality of life in New Jersey’s
566 municipalities: property taxes; home
values; crime rate; school performance;
and a lifestyle factor based on proximity
to services, entertainment and dining,
as well as commute time. Municipali-
ties with populations below 1,500 were
eliminated from the rankings due to
insufficient data.

The Top Towns are Ho-Ho-Kus,
Peapack Gladstone, Bernards Township,
Boonton Township, Rumson, Florham
Park, Berkeley Heights, Bernardsville,
Essex Fells, Franklin Lakes,
Pequannock, Westfield, Tewksbury, Fair
Haven, Chatham Township, Summit,
Caldwell, Long Hill, Bedminster,
Wyckoff, New Providence, North
Caldwell, Branchburg, Readington,
Spring Lake, Bridgewater, Mountain
Lakes, Clark, Kingwood and Upper
Saddle River.

 “The 100 Top Towns” is featured in
the September issue of New Jersey
Monthly, available on newsstands on
August 30, 2011.

Medium-Sized Towns in New Jersey
According to Wikipedia, 61 of 566 towns in New Jersey have a population between

30,000 and 70,000. Listed by size and population, they are:
Passaic;69,781
Middletown;66,522
Union City;66,455
Old Bridge;65,375
Gloucester;64,634
East Orange;64,270
Bayonne;63,024
Franklin;62,300
North Bergen;60,773
Vineland;60,724
Union;56,642
Piscataway;56,044
New Brunswick;55,181
Jackson;54,856
Wayne;54,717
Irvington;53,926
Parsippany-TH;53,238
Howell;51,075
Perth Amboy;50,814
Hoboken;50,005
Plainfield;49,808
West New York;49,708
Washington;48,559
East Brunswick;47,512
Bloomfield;47,315

West Orange;46,207
Evesham;45,538
Bridgewater;44,464
South Brunswick;43,417
Egg Harbor;43,323
Manchester;43,070
Hackensack;43,010
Sayreville;42,704
Mount Laurel;41,864
Berkeley;41,255
North Brunswick;40,742
Kearny;40,684
Linden;40,499
Marlboro;40,191
Teaneck;39,776
Atlantic City;39,558
Winslow;39,499
Monroe;39,132
Manalapan;38,872
Hillsborough;38,303
Montclair;37,669
Galloway;37,349
Freehold;36,184
Monroe;36,129

Belleville;35,926
Pennsauken;35,885
Ewing;35,790
Fort Lee;35,345
Lawrence;33,472
Fair Lawn;32,457
Willingboro;31,629
Long Branch;30,719
Deptford;30,561
Garfield;30,487
Westfield;30,316 (74th statewide)
Orange;30,134

Continued next column

Medium-size Towns Continued
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– Obituaries –
Lorraine Gurfinkel, 83, Exec. Secretary;
Founding Member of Local Synagogue
Lorraine S. Gurfinkel, 83, passed

away on Sunday, August 14, at Re-
naissance Gardens, Seabrook Village.

Lorraine was born in the
Bronx and graduated from
James Monroe High
School.

She moved from the
Bronx to New Jersey with
her husband, Henry, in
1952. They spent the ma-
jority of their years living
in Fanwood before moving
to Tinton Falls 10 years ago.

Surviving are her loving
children, her daughter and
son-in-law, Rita and Brad
Harris of Middletown and
her son and daughter-in-law, Norman
and Shirley Kay of Seattle.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Henry, in 2006 after 60 years of
marriage; her parents, Philip and
Bertha Scherer, and her sister, Rose
Steinberg.

After years as a stay-at-home mom,
Lorraine returned to work in the mid-
1960s as an executive secretary, work-
ing for the presidents of multiple com-
panies. Lorraine was renowned as a

super-fast and accurate typist and an
expert in Gregg steno. She retired from
Penn Products in Elizabeth in 1993.

Lorraine and Henry
were founding members
of Congregation Beth
Israel in Scotch Plains.
She loved to play
mahjong and bridge and
enjoyed the time she
spent with her husband
buying and selling an-
tiques as part-time an-
tique dealers.

Services were
Wednesday, August 17,
2011, at Beth Israel Cem-
etery in Woodbridge.

Donations in her memory can be
made to VNA of Central Jersey Hos-
pice, Development Dept., 176 River-
side Avenue, Red Bank, N.J. 07701
or to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul
Wallenberg Place, SW Washington,
D.C. 20024.

Bloomfield-Cooper Jewish Chap-
els of Ocean Township was in charge
of the arrangements.

August 25, 2011

Lorraine S. Gurfinkel

Philip D. Magnotti

Forrest Allen, 96, Taught Engineering;
Was Westfield Resident For 63 Years

Forrest Eugene Allen passed away
peacefully Wednesday, August 10,
2011, at his home in Westfield, where
he had resided since 1948. His kind,
sweet nature and wit will be missed
by all who knew him.

Born October 25,
1914, on his grandfather
J. B. Shoemaker’s farm
in Addison Township,
Mich., Forrest was
raised in Oxford, Mich.
He was the son of the
late Ray Eugene and Ina
Zoe (Shoemaker) Allen.

During his high school
summers, Forrest at-
tended the Interlochen
Arts Camp in Michigan
where he studied the
French horn. Thus began
a lifelong love of music.
Forrest performed in his
award-winning high school band and
in the marching bands of Michigan
State University and the University of
Michigan. He also was an Eagle Scout.

Forrest earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Mechanical Engineering
from Michigan State University, East
Lansing, in 1936 and a Master of
Science in Mechanical Engineering
in 1939, with a concentration in
metallurgy, from the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor.

From 1939 to 1948, Forrest taught
in the Mechanical Engineering De-
partment at Iowa State University,
Ames. His students included civil-
ians and military personnel enrolled
in the V-12 Navy College Training
Program that prepared commissioned
officers for World War II. As an asso-
ciate professor, he taught courses in
metallurgy, materials technology, and
thermodynamics.

While at Iowa State, he met the love
of his life, Jean Learmonth of Kansas
City, Mo., and married her in 1941.

In 1948, Forrest joined the New
York office of the International Nickel

Company, Inc. (Vale Inco) as Admin-
istrator of Educational Services. Act-
ing as liaison between the company
and educational institutions, Forrest
traveled the United States building
relationships with university engi-

neering departments. As
a member of the Ameri-
can Society for Engi-
neering Education,
Forrest chaired various
committees. Later, as
Administrator for Pub-
lic Affairs, Forrest ad-
ministered the
company’s contribution
budgets and aid-to-edu-
cation programs in
Canada and the United
States, until his retire-
ment.

Forrest loved to play
tennis and was an active

member of the Westfield Tennis Club,
playing up through the age of 91. He
took pride in his garden and enjoyed
supplying his home with bouquets of
flowers. Forrest was a past president
of the Westfield College Men’s Club
and a past assistant treasurer of the
Old Guard of Westfield.

The father of four children, he
leaves Richard (and wife Andrea
Allen) of St. Louis, Mo., Christine
(and husband Robert Longan, III) of
White Stone, Va. and Margaret Zoe
Allen of Westfield; a daughter-in-
law, Cynthia Buehler Allen (widow
of Jonathan Allen) of Amherst, N.H.;
seven grandchildren; 10 great-grand-
children, and a sister, June Howland
of Sarasota, Fla. His beloved wife of
55 years, Jean; his cherished son,
Jonathan Allen; his brother, Keith
Francis Allen, and a sister, Ruth
Liebich Sharp, predeceased him.

A private family memorial service
will be held in his honor. Memorial
donations may be made to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.

August 25, 2011

Forrest E. Allen

Philip Magnotti, 75, Was Family Man;
Athlete, Scholar, Soldier, Grandfather

Philip David Magnotti of
Westfield passed away peacefully
at home on Sunday, August 14,
2011, the day after his 75th birth-
day. His loving family was with
him for his final hours.

Phil was born and
raised in Elizabeth. He
graduated from Seton
Hall Preparatory
School, then in South
Orange, where he was
active in sports, espe-
cially football,
captaining the team to
victory and earning All
State recognition. Phil’s
stellar performance on
the gridiron earned him
induction into the Seton
Hall Prep Athletics Hall
of Fame in 1998.

Phil continued his
football career at the University of
Dayton, where he graduated in 1962
with a Bachelor of Science degree.
While living in Chicagoland, he
earned his Master of Marketing de-
gree from Webster University and
won the added honor of being cho-
sen “The Outstanding Graduate Stu-
dent” in the Chicago area.

He enjoyed coaching Little
League baseball and Pop Warner
Football. Phil also served in the
N.J. National Guard. He was a mem-
ber and past president of the
Westfield Jaycees and a member of
the Echo Lake Country Club, where
he happily enjoyed many rounds of
golf with friends and family.

Phil was a retired sales manager
for Brown-Forman Corp. in Louis-
ville, Ky. for many years. He lived
his life with much optimism and

enthusiasm and in turn was well
liked and well known.

Phil is survived by his loving wife
of five decades and soul mate, Anne
(Martin) Magnotti; his children,
whom he loved dearly, Caren

Magnotti Bachmann
and her husband,
David, and Philip
Jerald Magnotti and
his wife, Beth Ann,
and the three grand-
children he adored,
Meghan Bachmann,
Brian Bachmann and
Michael Magnotti.
He also is survived
by his brother, Rob-
ert Magnotti. An-
other brother, Daniel
Magnotti, prede-
ceased him. He will
be dearly missed by

his extended family and friends.
A Funeral Mass was offered on

Friday, August 19, at the Parish
Community of St. Helen Church in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of Krowicki McCracken Fu-
neral Home, 2124 East St. Georges
Avenue, Linden, at the Elizabeth City
Line, N.J. 07036, (908) 352-9190.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Phil Magnotti, Class of
1955, Seton Hall Preparatory
School, Scholarship Fund, 120
Northfield Avenue, West Orange,
N.J. 07052-4794, would be appre-
ciated.

Online condolences may be sent
to www.krowickifuneralhome.com.

August 25, 2011

RuthAnne Gordon

Amy Taff Garibay, Library Director;
Enjoyed Books and Crossword Puzzles
Amy Taff Garibay departed this

world on Sunday, August 7, 2011,
after a short, valiant struggle with
pancreatic cancer.

Born on June 11, 1952, as a Gemini
Amy was versatile, clever and satiri-
cal.

Her passion for books suited her to
her job, library director at the
Eatontown Library in Eatontown, N.J.,
where she worked since 1988. Library
work wasn’t a job, but her lifestyle. If
you asked her what she currently was
reading, she’d give you the three titles
upstairs and the three titles downstairs
that she was in the middle of at home;
she had bookcases in every room of
her house. She was an avid fan of all
things Beatles and “Bonanza.” She
reliably finished the Sunday New York

Times crossword puzzle to take to the
library every Monday morning for
one of her patrons to check the an-
swers. She knitted a beautiful, even
hand, donating all of her work to warm
and comfort the needy.

Amy was preceded in death by her
parents, Wilfred and Eleanor Taff, and
is survived by her husband, Joseph
Garibay; son, Michael Garibay; grand-
children, Damien and Christina
Garibay; sisters, Jennifer, Alice and
Laura, and her brother, David Taff.

A memorial service was held at her
home on Tuesday, August 9, 2011.

Amy was furiously funny and no-
toriously private. We love and miss
her.

August 25, 2011

RuthAnne Gordon, 94, Lifelong Resident;
Local Librarian and Active Parishioner

RuthAnne Warner Gordon, 94,
passed into God’s kingdom on Mon-
day, August 15, 2011, and will be
fondly remembered by her family for
her sense of humor and
her unselfish dedication
to the service of others.

Born in Westfield, N.J.
on August 22, 1916,
RuthAnne lived in
Westfield for her entire
life until recently, when
she went to live in Cary,
N.C. with her son, Jon,
and his family.

Mom spent all her life
in Westfield and loved
the town. She was an 80-
plus-year member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
where she proudly served God as
both a Deacon and an Elder.
RuthAnne also worked for over 20
years as a librarian at the Westfield
Memorial Library, where she devel-

oped many wonderful friends.
RuthAnne is survived by her four

sons, Kit, Will, Jon and Gus; their
wives and her six grandchildren.

RuthAnne will be missed
by all who knew her, and
they are many. She was
known to always have
oatmeal cookies on hand
for her beloved grandchil-
dren!

A memorial service will
be held at 10 a.m. Saturday,
September 24, 2011, at The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield; her remains will
be interred at the Revolu-
tionary Cemetery in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Westfield
Rescue Squad or the Westfield Me-
morial Library.
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Steve Palentchar, 96, Was GE Shipper;
U.S. Army Veteran of World War II

Steve Palentchar, 96, died on Sat-
urday, August 20, 2011, at Over-
look Medical Center in Summit.

Born in Bridgeport, Conn., he
was a longtime resident of Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Palentchar was a veteran of
World War II, having served in the
U.S. Army from 1942 to 1945, and
had been employed as a warehouse
shipper with General Electric for
many years before retiring. He also
was a member of the Queen City
Homing Pigeon Club.

He is survived by his wife, Lois;
three sons, David, Richard and
Glenn; his daughter, Janet; his
brother, Rudy; five grandchildren,
Christopher, Danielle, Justin, Jef-
frey and Matthew, and two great-
grandchildren, Dylan and Georgia.

Services were held on Tuesday,
August 23, at the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment followed at

Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Memorial contributions may be

made to U.S.O. (www.uso.org). For
additional information or to sign
the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Georgia Ruth Otzmann, 87, Was Active
In Garden Clubs and Hosp. Auxiliaries
Georgia Ruth Morgan Otzmann,

87, of Galveston, Tex. passed away
Friday, August 19, 2011, at home.

She was born September 9, 1923 in
Cincinnati, Ohio, but grew up the
oldest of five children on a working
farm in Sawyer, Ky.,
where her mother was
postmistress and her
family ran the gen-
eral store. “Georgie”
rode a horse to her
one-room school-
house at Mill Creek
and graduated from
McCreary County
High School in Whit-
ley City, Ky. with the
Class of 1941, where
she was a talented pia-
nist and saxophonist.

After high school,
Georgia graduated from Bowling
Green Business College in Bowling
Green, Ky., and then worked as a
secretary for the Commander of Or-
dinance and Supply at Camp
Breckenridge, Ky. It was here that
Georgia met Edward Otzmann, her
handsome lieutenant and the love of
her life, and they were married at the
chapel of Camp Breckenridge on
January 6, 1944. Soon after they
married, Edward went to war, and
upon his return, the family settled in
Westfield, N.J., where they lived un-
til 1968.

While in Westfield, Georgia was
active in the Garden Club and the
Overlook Hospital Auxiliary, and was
very involved in her children’s activi-
ties. After a short transfer to Houston,
Georgia and Ed moved to Arcadia,
Calif., where they lived until Ed’s
retirement in 1979. While in Arcadia,
Georgia was a member of the Garden
Club, the California Children’s Hos-
pital Auxiliary, the Kentucky Colo-
nel and the Gourmet Club.

In 1979, Georgia and Ed moved to
Jonathan’s Landing in Jupiter, Fla.
Georgia joined the Ladies Golf Club
at Jonathan’s Landing and was proud
to shoot a hole-in-one on the 16th
hole. She also was a member of the
Jupiter Medical Center Ladies Aux-
iliary.

After Ed passed away in 1998,
Georgia moved to Galveston, Tex. to
be closer to her family and was active
in the Galveston Country Club

WAGS, Daughters of the American
Revolution and The Breakers Lunch
Bunch.

Georgia lived her life with grace
and poise and always maintained a
positive outlook on life. Georgia

embraced life with a sense
of humor and endless
laughter. Her family and
her lifelong friendships
were the center of her life.
She will be remembered
as a loving, caring mother
and grandmother, sister
and aunt, who gave of her-
self and asked for nothing
in return.

Georgia was preceded
in death by her husband,
Edward Otzmann; son, Ed-
ward Dwight Otzmann;
brother, Bill Emerson Mor-

gan, and sisters, Maudie Irene Mor-
gan and Wilma Jean Hamblen.

She is survived by her son, Bruce
Morgan Otzmann, and his wife, Terri,
of Goodyear, Ariz.; daughter, Linda
Sue LeGate, and her husband, Will-
iam (Buzzy), of Galveston, Tex.; sis-
ters, Virginia Mae Taylor of Sawyer,
Ky. and Nadean Agnes Little of
Corbin, Ky.; aunt, Fannie Morgan of
Whitley City, Ky.; grandchildren,
Stacey Leann Otzmann of San Di-
ego, Calif., Sgt. Lance Morgan
Otzmann of Ft. Wainwright,
Fairbanks, Alaska, currently deployed
to Afghanistan, Jaime Sue LeGate of
Galveston, Tex., Kimberly Ann
LeGate of Galveston, Tex. and Scott
Edward LeGate of Austin, Tex., and
numerous nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives and friends.

Georgia’s family will receive visi-
tors beginning at 3 p.m. today, Thurs-
day, August 25, at Malloy and Son
Funeral Home, 3028 Broadway,
Galveston, Tex. A memorial service
will be held at 4 p.m., led by the
Reverend Ray Pinard, and a recep-
tion honoring Georgia’s life will fol-
low the service.

Memorials may be made to the
Vasculitis Foundation, P.O. Box
28660, Kansas City, Mo. 64188,
vasculitisfoundation.org, 1-(800)
277-9474, or to the American Heart
Association, South West Affiliate,
P.O. Box 841125, Dallas, Tex. 75284-
1125, donate.americanheart.org.
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Georgia R. Otzmann

Fundraiser on Tap
For CSH Foundation
FANWOOD – Eat And Drink

For A Reason, a non-profit organi-
zation founded by Adam and Ali-
cia Winters, will hold a fundraiser
to benefit The Children’s Special-
ized Hospital Foundation on Sat-
urday, September 24, from 7 to 11
p.m.

The Farm to Table Wine Tasting
event will be catered by chef Brian
Walters of Flannery’s Bar and Grill,
with many local businesses par-
ticipating. For more information,
see philanthropyforfoodies.org.

Westfield
Tuesday, August 16, an attempted bur-

glary was reported at a business on the 400
block of East North Avenue, in which one
or more individuals tried to gain entry by
pushing in an overhead door panel.

Tuesday, August 16, James Anderson,
42, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Fanwood criminal warrant in
the amount of $3,500, after turning him-
self in at police headquarters. He was
processed and turned over to the Fanwood
Police Department.

Tuesday, August 16, Roman Buchak,
26, of Westfield was arrested during a
traffic stop in the area of West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue. Buchak was
wanted on an outstanding Franklin Bor-
ough warrant for $1,200. He also was
charged with possession of a prescription
legend drug (oxycodone). Buchak posted
full cash bail on the warrant and was
released on the controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) charge with a summons.

Wednesday, August 17, an incident of
criminal mischief was reported on the
1000 block of West South Avenue, in
which someone used a key to scratch a
motor vehicle.

Thursday, August 18, Westfield police
officers responded to the Bound Brook
Police Department to take Tarik Hammad,
21, of Bound Brook into custody on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for $106.
He was processed and held pending a
court appearance.

Saturday, August 20, Ryjon Burke, 38,
of Westfield was arrested on charges of
aggravated assault, possession of a
weapon for unlawful purposes and un-
lawful possession of a weapon. Police
were called to the 100 block of Myrtle
Avenue on a report of a disorderly per-
son. The officers located the person, iden-
tified as Burke, who then allegedly at-
tempted to stab one of the officers with a
knife, according to police. The suspect
was subdued and, after a struggle, dis-
armed, authorities said. He was held in
lieu of $75,000 bail and transported to the
Union County jail.

Saturday, August 20, Sylvester Davis,
25, of Plainfield was arrested on two
outstanding criminal warrants from
Plainfield, with bail totaling $1,705, pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop at Clark
Street and West North Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held in lieu of posted bail.

Sunday, August 21, Jesela Vanegas, 25,
of Newark was arrested on an outstanding
Newark warrant for $750 after a motor
vehicle stop at South and Windsor Av-
enues. Vanegas was released on her own
recognizance pending a new court date.

Sunday, August 21, Eric Golgano, 22,
of Carteret was arrested on an outstand-
ing New Brunswick criminal warrant for
$500 pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue in Garwood. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released on posted bail.

Fanwood
Monday, August 8, a resident of Port-

land Avenue reported being the victim of
fraud after someone applied for a credit
card in her name.

Monday, August 8, Paul Villanova, 51, of
Rahway was arrested on an active warrant
out of Scotch Plains after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road near Cushing Road. He
was processed, posted bail and released.

Tuesday, August 9, Thomas Drakeford,
Jr., 44, of Plainfield was arrested on active
warrants out of Union and Somerset Coun-
ties and Maplewood after a motor vehicle
stop on the 40 block of LaGrande Avenue.
He was processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Wednesday, August 10, Darren Hill,
44, of Maplewood was arrested on an
active warrant out of state Superior Court,
Essex County, after a motor vehicle stop
at Martine Avenue and Watson Road. He
was processed and turned over to the
Essex County Sheriff’s Department.

Thursday, August 11, Kenneth Smith,
37, of Newark was arrested on an active
warrant out of Newark after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road at Stewart
Place. He was processed and released by
the Newark Police Department.

Sunday, August 14, a resident of Tower
Place reported that his house was burglar-
ized sometime between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 2:07 p.m. According to police, jewelry
and electronic items were reported missing.
The incident is being investigated.

Tuesday, August 16, at approximately
7:37 p.m., a business on the 100 block of
South Avenue reported a shoplifting.
According to police, the suspect walked
out of the store with approximately $432
worth of merchandise. Authorities said
the suspect’s description is unknown at
this time, but officials planned to review
surveillance video.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 15, a resident of

Myrtle Avenue reported being a victim of
fraud. She stated that someone unknown

POLICE BLOTTER
used her credit card without her authori-
zation and made several hundred dollars
in purchases.

Monday, August 15, Robert King, 50,
of Irvington was arrested and charged
with forgery. Police were called to a Park
Avenue pharmacy on a report of a cus-
tomer trying to use a fraudulent prescrip-
tion. After verifying that the doctor did
not fill out the prescription, King was
placed under arrest. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, August 16, a resident of Park
Avenue reported being a victim of fraud.
She stated that one or more unknown
suspects withdrew approximately $4,000
from her checking account without her
authorization. The victim contacted au-
thorities after being notified by her bank.

Tuesday, August 16, a resident of Front
Street reported being a victim of a theft.
He stated that, sometime overnight, one
or more unknown suspects removed his
motorcycle, which was parked in his
driveway. The motorcycle was valued at
approximately $800.

Tuesday, August 16, Daniel DeMaurez,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested on a
$1,500 outstanding warrant issued by the
Watchung Court. The warrant was discov-
ered after police stopped DeMaurez for a
motor vehicle violation on Route 22. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Wednesday, August 17, Robert
Perriman, 32, of Plainfield was arrested on
a $250 outstanding warrant issued by the
Scotch Plains Court. Police stopped
Perriman for a motor vehicle violation on
Terrill Road and discovered the warrant.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and released.

Wednesday, August 17, Robert Talmo,
23, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated. Police stopped
Talmo for a motor vehicle violation and
smelled the odor of alcohol, authorities said.
After failing multiple field sobriety tests,
Talmo was placed under arrest. He was
transported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Thursday, August 18, a resident of
Gary Court reported being a victim of a
theft. He stated that, sometime overnight,
one or more unknown suspects removed
his skateboard, which was valued at ap-
proximately $240.

Thursday, August 18, a Park Avenue
business owner reported being the victim of
criminal mischief. He stated that, sometime
overnight, one or more unknown suspects
damaged the sign in front of his building.

Thursday, August 18, a resident of Bartle
Avenue reported being a victim of a theft.
He stated that, sometime overnight, one or
more unknown suspects stole his decora-
tive statue from the front of his house.

Friday, August 19, a Hoe Avenue ho-
meowner reported being the victim of
criminal mischief after one or more un-
known suspects threw some kind of liq-
uid on the front of the victim’s house
during the overnight hours.

Garwood
Monday, August 22, the theft of 30 car-

tons of cigarettes, valued at $2,242, from a
North Avenue convenience store was re-
ported. Video surveillance showed an un-
known person entered an unsecured storage
room and concealed the items in a black
garment bag before exiting through the front
doors. Witnesses describe the suspect as a
black male weighing in excess of 250 pounds.
Anyone with information is asked to contact
Captain James Pipala of the Garwood Police
Department at (908) 789-1500.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 16, a Summit Lane

resident reported receiving harassing
phone calls from someone in the 522
exchange who accused the resident of
robbing his friend’s house and then say-
ing that he wanted his money back. Upon
speaking with the individual who called
the resident, police determined the caller
had dialed the wrong number. Police ad-
vised him not to call the Mountainside
resident again and to call his police de-
partment if a crime had occurred.

Wednesday, August 17, Louis M.
Hickman, 26, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
suspected marijuana under 50 grams. The
arrest was the result of a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 West near New Provi-
dence Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Sunday, August 21, a Rodman Lane
resident reported he believed that some-
one had tampered with his front door
lock, causing his key no longer to work in
the lock. Police said they did not see any
damage to the door and noted that the
house was under renovation and that the
lock not working might be related to the
ongoing construction. Police also reported
that the interior of the house was intact
and that there were no signs of forced
entry. The resident placed the value of the
door at $250.
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MR. AND MRS. SEAN PATRICK JOFFE
(She is the former Miss Vanessa Bozena Swaim)

Miss Vanessa Bozena Swaim
Marries Sean Patrick Joffe

At The National Shrine of Our Lady
of Prompt Succor in New Orleans,
La., Miss Vanessa Bozena Swaim,
the daughter of Solange Dunn and
Sidney Swaim of New Orleans, mar-
ried Sean Patrick Joffe, son of Patricia
Joffe of Westfield and Edward Joffe
of Deerfield Beach, Fla.

The Reverend Joseph Palermo of-
ficiated at the 6 p.m. ceremony on
Saturday, April 9, 2011. A reception
followed at Gallier Hall in New Or-
leans and ended with a second line
band leading the guests singing and
dancing onto Saint Charles Avenue.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride was attended by her college
friends, Nicole Briceno of Hattiesburg,
Miss. and Lucy Marciani of Miami,
Fla., as her matrons of honor. Her
bridal attendants were Ellen Gomila
of Metairie, La., friend of the bride,
along with Kelly Joffe of Baltimore,
Md. and Lindsey Joffe of New York
City, sisters-in-law of the groom. Jun-
ior bridesmaids were Gabrielle
Gonzales and Elizabeth Carter of New
Orleans, La., cousins of the bride.

Brian Joffe of New York City and
Edward Joffe of Baltimore, Md.,
brothers of the groom, were the best
men. The groomsmen included
Patrick Tuohy of North Plainfield,
N.J., childhood friend of the groom;
Blaise Fletcher of West Chester, Pa.,
college friend of the groom, and
Matthew Bartoe of Madison, Wis.,
Navy friend of the groom. The ushers
were Charles and Westmoreland
Gonzales of New Orleans, La., cous-
ins of the bride. Matthew Joffe of
Baltimore, Md., nephew of the groom,
announced the bride carrying a sign
“Here Comes the Bride.”

The bride graduated from Ursuline
Academy of New Orleans, La. and
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Fashion Merchandising from the
University of Southern Mississippi
in Hattiesburg, Miss. in 2004. She is
an account executive for Theory, rep-
resenting specialty stores in New
York City.

The groom graduated from
Westfield High School in 2000. He
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Civil Engineering from Bucknell
University in Lewisburg, Pa. in 2004
and an MBA from New York Univer-
sity-Stern School of Business in 2011.
Mr. Joffe served as an officer in the
United States Navy Civil Engineer-
ing Corps from 2004 to 2009 and
completed a one-year tour of duty in
Iraq. He is employed in the invest-
ment banking division at Credit
Suisse, New York City.

The groom’s family hosted a
celebratory dinner the evening before
the wedding at the Palace Café in New
Orleans. Lynn Leitner, the groom’s
godmother, hosted a bridal shower at
her home in Mantoloking, N.J. and the
bride’s aunts hosted a shower in New
Orleans. A bridal brunch, hosted by
Solange Dunn, the bride’s mother, was
held at the Audubon Country Club in
New Orleans.

Following a wedding trip to Italy,
the couple resides in New York City.

MR. AND MRS. JARED MATTHEW GOLDSTEIN
(She is the former Miss Emily Gilman Yudkovitz)

Miss Emily G. Yudkovitz
Weds Jared M. Goldstein

Miss Emily Gilman Yudkovitz, a
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joel B.
Yudkovitz of Westfield, was married
on Sunday, May 29, 2011, to Jared
Matthew Goldstein. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Goldstein of
Hillsborough.

The evening wedding and recep-
tion took place at the Crystal Plaza in
Livingston, N.J., with the bride given
in marriage by her parents. Rabbi
Deborah Joselow officiated.

Ms. Robin A. Yudkovitz of Hoboken
was maid of honor for her sister. The
bridal attendants included Mrs.
Samantha Bader, sister of the groom;
Ms. Lauren Croneberger, Mrs. Allison
Frels, Ms. Jennifer Garabedian, Ms.
Megan Hein and Ms. Sydney Wagman,
all friends of the bride.

Nicholas R. Confuorto of Boston,
Mass., a friend of the groom, was the

best man. Serving as groomsmen were
Jon Bader, brother-in-law of the
groom; Roland Lane, Dave Minetti,
John Moro, Scott Ottenheimer and
Lenny Weiss, all friends of the groom.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Sociology with a
concentration in Elementary Educa-
tion from Muhlenberg College in
2006. She currently is pursuing a
Master of Education degree in School
Administration from Kean Univer-
sity. The bride teaches first grade at
Washington School in Westfield.

The bridegroom, a 2003 graduate
of Hillsborough High School, earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree in English
Education from Indiana University
in 2007. Mr. Goldstein is pursuing a
Master of Education degree in School
Administration from Kean Univer-
sity. He teaches freshman English at
Middlesex High School.

Following a wedding trip to Ha-
waii, the couple resides in Westfield.

Annual Golf Outing to Raise
Funds For Center For Hope
SCOTCH PLAINS – The 25th

Annual Larry and Anita Reagan Golf
Outing to benefit the Center For Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care will take
place on Monday, September 12.

This year the event will be held at
the Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains. Over the past 25 years, the
golf outing, which is Center For
Hope’s largest fundraiser, has raised
more than $2 million. This money is
utilized to provide services from phy-
sicians, nurses, home health aides,
social workers, counselors and vol-
unteers to thousands of terminally
ill patients and their loved ones.

There will be two “Hole In-One”
sponsors this year. One is Ellen
Ramer, proprietor of Martin Jewelers
in Cranford, who will donate a Rolex
Watch President Model. Sal Gerbino,
general sales manager at JMK BMW
in Springfield, will donate a BMW.

Early registration is recom-
mended, as spots fill up quickly. All
sponsors and contributors will re-
ceive recognition in the event pro-
gram and a sign will be displayed at
the outing with sponsors’ names.

The cost is $185 per person, which
includes 18 holes of golf with a cart,
green fees, putting green, barbecue
lunch, cocktail hour and dinner at
The Gran Centurions in Clark. For
those who wish to attend the cock-
tail hour and dinner only, the cost is
$65 per person. There will be raffles
and prizes. The deadline for spon-
sorships and signups is Saturday,
September 3.

For sponsorship opportunities and
more information, call Center For
Hope President Bob Coloney at (908)
889-7780.

Book Club to Discuss
Henrietta Lacks’ Story

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library Fiction Book Club
will discuss “The Immortal Life of
Henrietta Lacks” by Rebecca Skloot
on Wednesday, September 7, at 7
p.m. The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Henrietta Lacks was a poor Afri-
can-American migrant and mother of
five from the tobacco farms of Vir-
ginia, who died from an aggressive
cancer at the age of 30 in 1951. A
sample of her cancerous tissue, taken
without her knowledge or consent, as
was the custom then, turned out to
provide one of the holy grails of mid-
century biology: human cells that could
survive – even thrive – in the lab.

Known as HeLa cells, their po-
tency gave scientists a building block
for countless breakthroughs, begin-
ning with the cure for polio.

This program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. To
check if a library participates, visit
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 7951.

The library is open 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m. Monday through Thursday; 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
and is closed on Sundays until Sep-
tember 18.

Knights Seek Donations
Of School Supplies

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are collect-
ing brand-new school supplies on
behalf of the children of St.
Joseph’s Social Services Center in
Elizabeth, which serves the poor
and homeless.

Suggested items include: pencils,
pens, pencil cases, filler paper, note-
books (marble, one-, two- and five-
subject), rulers, crayons, coloring
books, folders, binders, highlighters,
scissors, staplers, staples, rubber
bands, erasers, paper clips, glue
sticks, art supplies and backpacks,
among other supplies.

Donations can be dropped off
after 4 p.m. weekdays at the
Garwood Knights of Columbus
Council Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood (opposite
Pathmark). On weekends, individu-
als are asked to call after 2:30 p.m.
Parking is available behind the hall
off Willow Avenue (turn at Marty
Shoes.) For more information, call
(908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.

Temple Emanu-El Sets
Meet and Greet Event
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-

El invites prospective and new mem-
bers to learn about all the temple has
to offer on Friday, September 2, at
its Prospective and New Member
Erev Shabbat Meet and Greet Event.

At 7 p.m. new and prospective
members will meet newer and long-
time members, clergy and senior staff.
There also will be opportunities to
learn about the religious school, youth
group programs and Early Childhood
Education Center, plus the temple’s
education initiatives, including spe-
cial-education; social action pro-
grams, worship opportunities and
social happenings. Tours of the sanc-
tuary, classrooms, meeting rooms and
community room will be available.

Visitors will be able to stay and
worship with congregation members
at a 7:45 p.m. musical Shabbat Hallelu
service followed by an oneg Shabbat.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. For
more information, contact Carolyn
Shane, executive director, at (908)
232-6770, extension no. 114, or
cshane@tewnj.org, or visit tewnj.org.

For more information contact us:  
908-232-6770 x137 or visit tewnj.org/specialneeds

Nourish the spiritual growth of every child

Opening doors to a  
Jewish Education
Developing a love and  
understanding of Judaism for  
Children with Special Needs
Through Temple Emanu-El’s Ma’ayan  
program, our religious school program  
for children with special needs ages  
3-13, we make sure that a Jewish  
education is accessible to every child.  
We are committed to helping parents  
provide their children with a Jewish  
education, fulfilling the dream of their child 
being called to the Torah as a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

TEMPLE EMANU-EL, 756 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.tewnj.org   908-232-6770

Rabbi Douglas B. Sagal
Cantor Martha T. Novick

Rabbi Erin Glazer  
Rabbi Sarah Smiley  

Carolyn Shane, Executive Director
David Gronlund-Jacob, Religious School Principal

Jill Cimafonte, Early Childhood Education Director

Get Acquainted with 
Temple Emanu-El…
 
Friday, September 2,  7:00 - 7:45 p.m.
Meet & Greet for Prospective New Members
Shabbat Hallelu musical Shabbat service begins at 7:45 p.m. 
Stay for the Oneg Shabbat following the service.

Come see for yourself how you can 
make a home at  Temple Emanu-El.

MADELINE! …Madeline Motyczka of Westfield is pictured with her display of
“Madeline” memorabilia, which she started collecting from a very early age. Her
collection currently is on display at the Westfield Memorial Library. The glass
case, filled with “Madeline” games, puzzles, jewelry, dolls, books, videos, metal
containers, houses and ornaments, can be seen as one enters the library at 550 East
Broad Street.

Donations Are Sought
For Westfield Clocks
WESTFIELD – Jayne Bernstein

and Ralph A. Rapuano, chairpersons
of the “Friends of the Westfield
Clocks,” are seeking donations from
members of the community for two
street clocks to be installed in down-
town Westfield.

Donors who contribute $250 will
receive a working, miniature four dial
desktop version of the clock, while
donors of $1,000 or more will have
their name engraved on the clock’s
plaque. “These dignified street clocks
will be a beautiful addition to the
town,” the chairpersons stated.

All donations should be made out
to The Friends of the Westfield
Clocks, and mailed to: The Friends
of the Westfield Clocks, P.O. Box
2035, Westfield, N.J. 07091. For
more information, e-mail
jaynebernstein@gmail.com or
eleganthomesnj@ gmail.com, or call
(908) 403-9330 or (908) 967-3995.

VFW to Sponsor Trip
To Showboat Casino
MOUNTAINSIDE – Veterans of

Foreign Wars No. 10136 of
Mountainside will sponsor a trip to
Showboat Casino in Atlantic City on
Monday, September 12. All are wel-
come. The bus will depart at 9:30
a.m. from the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church parking lot,
located at 300 Central Avenue in
Mountainside, and will return at 7:30
p.m.

The cost per person is $28. Checks
should be made payable to VFW No.
10136 and mailed to Eve Vitale, 286
Ravenswood, Mountainside, N.J.
07092. For more information, call Eve
Vitale at (908) 789-8568. Participants
are asked to bring their player card for
the slot games.

Hetfield Bricks Honoring
Veterans Are Available

MOUNTAINSIDE – Bricks hon-
oring veterans from all past wars can
now be ordered to form part of the
walkway to the Hetfield House,
Mountainside’s historic 1760s build-
ing, located on Constitution Plaza.
The bricks will be dedicated on
Veteran’s Day, Friday, November 11.

Bricks can be purchased for $100,
including two lines with 14 charac-
ters, spaces and punctuation per line.
One additional line may be purchased
for $10. Each line can be extended to
18 characters for $10 per line.

“This would allow brick purchas-
ers to include the veteran’s name,
rank and branch served and other
information. It is a wonderful way to
recognize their service as a lasting
tribute,” said Scott Daniels,
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee chairman.

An example of a typical brick hon-
oring a veteran might be inscribed:
“John Doe, U.S. Navy, Chief Petty
Officer, 1943-45, Asia/Pacific” or
“George Smith, U.S. Marine Corps,
Sergeant, 1968-69, Vietnam.”

Brick application forms can be
picked up at the Mountainside Public
Library, located on Constitution Plaza,
or at Mountainside Borough Hall, lo-
cated at 1385 Route 22, East. All pro-
ceeds will support the Hetfield House.

“We will be planning a special
dedication service, especially for the
veterans’ bricks,” said Cindy West,
committee member, “so get your or-
der in by September 1, 2011. That
way, the bricks can be ready for
installation along the walk in time
for Veterans Day.”

Ice Cream Social Set
Today For Seniors

GARWOOD – A Senior Citizen
Ice Cream Social will take place to-
day, Thursday, August 25, from 12:30
to 3:30 p.m. at the Garwood
Firehouse. All Garwood seniors are
invited. To respond, call Paulette
Drogan at (908) 789-0738.

The Garwood Senior Citizens
Club met on August 4 at the Garwood
Firehouse, with 41 members in at-
tendance. The luncheon featured
cold-cut sandwiches and a sheet cake
sponsored by Kitty Madara for her
birthday.

Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi discussed the borough’s
9/11 memorial event, upcoming tax
bills, the reinstated bulk pickup pro-
gram and the recreation complex con-
struction program.

The Garwood Senior Citizens Club
meets on the first and third Thursdays
of every month at noon at the Garwood
Firehouse. The next meeting will be
held on September 8. Anyone inter-
ested in joining may call Patsy at
(908) 789-0835.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2004, 2006-2010 • #1 Listing Agent Westfield Office: 2004-2010

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

BURFEINDT, BERNSTEIN STAR ON ‘D’ AND OFFENSE

St. ‘James Gang’ Rides Again;
Shoots Down St. Anthony, 6-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense was indeed the name of
the game in the first round of the
Angels Division playoffs of the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League when the third-seeded St.
James Gang held back second-seeded
St. Anthony, 6-1, at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on August 18.

The stinging defensive behavior of
both teams made veteran pitchers Tom
Rutkowski of St. James and Tony

Perconte of St. Anthony look even
better than they usually have been.
Rutkowski spread out seven singles
and a double and allowed just two
free passes, while Perconte, who
struggled in the first inning, went on
to spread out seven hits and no walks
in the remaining six innings.

The wrong man to hit towards was
James Gang second baseman Marty
Bernstein, who scooped up six ground
balls and fired to first for the putout
and was the pivot man in a 5 (Tom

Grycan)-to-4 (Bernstein)-to-3 (Dave
Rothenberg) double play. Grycan also
absorbed a stinging line drive for an
out. Shortstop Craig Burfeindt made
a spectacular diving snag of a fly ball
in mid-centerfield and added another
diving scoop that he converted to a
putout. Rutkowski made a brilliant
backhand stab that he converted to a
putout.

Just after St. Anthony shortstop
Kevin Woodring made a fine catch,

DEITCH BOOMS 3-RUN TRIPLE, DePROSPERO TRIPLE

Lightning Strikes Again, Halts
St. John, St. Anne Showdown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The chronologically advanced (50+
age group) may remember a song
from the ancient date of 1966 called
“Lightnin’ Strikes” (Again) sang by a
fellow who was known as Lou
Christie (real name Lugee Alfredo
Giovanni Sacco).

Christie used his spectacular fal-
setto, Frankie Valle (Four Seasons)
like voice to catapult “Lightnin’
Strikes” to the top of the charts on
February 19 of that year.

Well lightning strikes played two

major roles in the progress of the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League Saints Division playoff game
between St. John and St. Anne.

The St. Anne boys finished in the
cellar of the division with a 7-13
record and received the fifth seed.
They were set up as the visiting team
to face the fourth-seeded St. John

boys, who finished with a 9-12 record,
at Terrill School Field in Scotch Plains
on August 18.

The John boys battered the Annies
with six runs in the bottom of the first
inning, but the Annies chipped back to
make the score 6-3 after two innings.
But Mother Nature had some big ideas
of her own. Flashes from the sky just
beyond the power lines along the rail-
road tracks at Terrill Field made the
participants’ knees a bit shaky, espe-
cially those of the umpire who
promptly called the game.

Rescheduled for the next evening,
August 19, this time at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains, a full comple-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 8
The 14th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the September
8 issue of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPING FOR THE BIG SEASON AHEAD…Junior running back Shaq Glasco, No. 23, along with the rest of the Westfield
High School Blue Devils, work on offense during a practice at Gary Kehler Stadium on August 18. The Blue Devils will open
their season at home against Scotch Plains-Fanwood on September 10 at 1 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHERE DID THE BALL GO?…St. John’s John DeProspero, left, looks to see the whereabouts of the ball after he bashed
a triple to right-centerfield in the second inning against St. Anne just before lightning halted the game on August 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO BEAT THE THROW TO FIRST…St. James’ Tom Grycan, left, tries to get to first before St. Anthony first
baseman Pete Chemdilin catches the ball. Chemidlin made a fine scoop for the out.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DELIVERING A STIFFARM…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider running back Dean Rice, No. 33, gives a defender a stiff arm
during a practice session on August 19. The Raiders will open their season at Westfield on September 10 at 1 p.m.

WEISCHADLE RIPS 2-RUN SINGLE, DALY GOES 2-FOR-2

Top-Seeded St. Joseph Denies
St. Jude in Angels Playoff, 5-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Make them pay,” St. Joseph slug-
ger Bruce Evans said after each of the
two times that he had been intention-
ally walked. And each time his team
came through as St. Joseph, top seeded
in the Angels Division, denied fourth-
seeded St. Jude its chance at glory
with a 5-3 victory in the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
playoffs at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 22.

Just after Evans received his first
intentional walk in the bottom of the
fourth inning, teammate Jim Barba
worked a walk then Dave Weischadle

lined a two-run single to center, and
Matt Daly added an RBI single to left
to highlight a four-run inning. After
Evans was intentionally walked in
the sixth, Barba bashed an RBI single
to left, and it was all the Joe boys
needed to reign supreme in the fast-
paced game that lasted only one hour.

Timely offense was not the only
thing that made the Jude men pay, but
a polished defense prevented more
Judes from dancing on home plate.
Centerfielder Daly made several fine

catches that prevented, perhaps, three
runs. His third impressive snag re-
sulted in the final out of the game.
While covering second base,

Weischadle also contributed several
fine scoops. When he shifted to play
first base, Barba manned second and
made a great leaping stab in the sixth
inning.

St. Joseph veteran pitcher Frank
Chupko, who had been credited with
his 300th career victory a month ago,
scattered 11 hits and walked one, but
his biggest nemesis was his brother
John, who tapped him for a pair of
singles and an RBI in his two plate
appearances. Jude slugger Varujuan

Baboomian (run scored) inflicted
some major damage with a “boom-
ing” triple. Nick Vacca and Mike

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING THROUGH IN THE CLUTCH…Dave Weischadle had a key two-run single in the fourth inning to help top-
seeded St. Joseph earn a 5-3 victory over St. Jude in the St. Bart’s Men’s Softball League Playoffs at Brookside Park.
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David B. Corbin (August 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GEARING UP FOR THE FALL SEASON…The Westfield High School football team looked good during its first scrimmage
game against Long Branch on August 26, 2008. Running back Ricardo Johnson darts around the right side as the Blue Devil
offense moved the ball well in the air and on the ground.

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

August 24, 1998: George N.
Milkowski Field in Linden was the
scene of the final Union County Se-
nior Softball League Championship
game and Comcast Cablevision took
control early to beat Nilsen Detective
Agency, 13-6. Previously, in the best-
of-three series, both Comcast and
Nilsen had won a game. Fred
DiMartino and Norm Stumpf each
went three-for-three and Jim Malfetti
crushed a three-run homer in the first
inning to help Comcast maintain its
dominance in game three.

August 28, 1998: St. Patrick ousted
St. Anne from the first round of the
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Softball League
playoffs, 14-5, at Brookside Park.
John Esposito amazed the crowd as
he blasted two stellar home runs,
ripped a single and drove in five RBI
for the exuberant St. Patrick team.

August 25, 1999: Russell Road
grabbed its sixth-straight Fanwood
Old Men’s Softball Association crown
by skidding past Willoughby Road,
3-1, at LaGrande Park. Russell hitter
Clint Factor ripped a two-run double
in the top of the seventh to make the
difference

August 24, 2000: A 16-hit bom-
bardment and playoff style defense
backed up by a four-hitter from ace
pitcher Tom Culinane put the Russell
Road (Sun Tavern) team on the favor-
able side of a 12-2 victory over Shady

Lane in the first game of a best-of-
three semifinal series of the Fanwood
Old Men’s Softball Association at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood. Steve
Filiaci stomped across the plate three
times and slashed three singles. Pull
hitter Pat Brady baffled the Laners by
spraying singles to center, right and
left fields, knocking in two runs.

August 23, 2002: Fifth-seeded St.
Paul fell to fourth-seeded St. Anne,
16-3, in the opening round of the
Angels Division of the St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League at Jerseyland Field.
St. Anne pitcher Al Betau belted two
home runs and a double to harvest
seven RBI.

August 20, 2003: Mighty St. Jo-
seph, perched on top of the Saints
Division all season, insured its status
by rumbling past St. Michael, 10-5, in
St. Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action at Brookside
Park. Damon Roth had three doubles,
three runs scored and two RBI. Dave
Rothenberg had three RBI and a single
and Dean Talcott went 2-for-2 with a
run scored and an RBI.

August 25, 2004: The 12-2
Westfield Police 1 softballers prepped
for the upcoming Union County Po-
lice League playoffs, accumulating
15 hits to claim an, 8-3 victory over
the 11-3 Elizabeth PD 1 team, at
Tamaques Park. Frank Padovano led

Westfield with an RBI double and a
jaw-dropping home run

August 24, 2006: Top-seeded
Lombardi & Greenkeepers used the
long ball to subdue second-seeded
Antone’s Pub & Grill, 16-3, in Game
1 of the championship series in the A
Division of the Union County Senior
50+ Softball League at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains. L&G’s Angelo
Corbo crunched a solo blast and added
a pair of RBI sacrifice flies. Malcolm
Boone (2-for-2, 2 runs scored) also
bashed a solo homer and leadoff hit-
ter Tom Strainiero slapped three
singles, scored twice and had three
RBI.

Late August 2007: A-B-C boys
Mike Alleman, Keith Baker and Mike
Chervenyak, as team captains, look
to fulfill Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli’s straightforward philoso-
phy of “improve everyday” to guide
this year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football team to a suc-
cessful season

August 25, 2008: Looking to repre-
sent the Saints Division, St. David
went on a tear and ripped St. Stephen,
16-9. St. David out hit St. Stephen, 19-
18, and was led by David Rothenberg,
who doubled and singled, and blasted
a home run to finish with five RBI.
Lewis Blau smacked a three-run homer
and singled and Dave Hill homered.
Peter Costello led St. Stephen with a
colossal three-run homer and pitcher
Howard Bialos smacked a two-run
single and scored once.

Late August 2009: The Babooshka
men’s softball team swept second-
seeded Awnings Galore, 20-4 and 10-
1, to repeat as the Union County
Senior 50+ Softball League (UCSSL)
champions. The team was led in the
playoffs by Joe Massimino (.933 bat-
ting average, 4 HRs), Tony Williams
(.714, 4 HRs), Ed Belford (.714),
Angelo Corbo (.692), Dave Lavelle
(.643) and Tom Straniero (.625) as
the defending champions had dedi-
cated this season to Dom Deo, former
manager and team founder, who
passed away last August.

 JOHN ASLANIAN

Redefining Real Estate

Coldwell Banker 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1-4PM

239 SINCLAIR PLACE, WESTFIELD

Sales Associate 
908.347.2042 - Cell 
John.Aslanian@cbmoves.com 
www.JohnAslanian.com 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD EAST

Laden with charm, this lovely home is a quintessential Westfield Colonial on a tree-lined street.  Prized details 
include a wood burning fireplace, archways, hardwood floors, crown molding, oversized windows, corner china 
cabinet… even a white picket fence!  The large kitchen offers a breakfast bar, plentiful countertops, and break-
fast area with sliding doors to the deck which overlooks the perennial garden and sunny backyard.  Upstairs are 
four sunlit  bedrooms including a master en-suite full bath.  The walk up attic and basement offer plenty of 
storage and potential for expansion.  Centrally located within a short distance from Franklin School and all that 
downtown Westfield has to offer.                                                                                        Offered at $799,900

ment of John boys took to the field,
while the Annies could field only
nine players.

Dark clouds were floating beyond
the centerfield and right field ex-
panses, but an even more ominously
churning black mass of clouds was
creeping closer and closer from be-
hind the backstop. Yearning to get
one in the books, both teams coura-
geously played on.

St. Anne leadoff hitter Tom
Straniero found an open spot in
leftfield for a base hit, and Gerry
Riepe followed with a single to right.
Nash Warfield tapped a dribbler back
to the mound, which resulted in
Straniero being forced out at third.
Chris Giordano poked an RBI single,

Art Hobble punched a single to cen-
ter and John Veglia lofted an RBI
sacrifice fly to right to give the Annies
a 2-0 lead.

“Let’s get them right back,” ad-
vised St. John outfielder Larry
Fleischman as he pranced in to bat.

His advice was well taken. Mike
Cuccurullo drilled a lined shot off the
centerfielder’s glove. Gus Alvarez
lashed a double to center, putting
runners on second on third with no
outs. Perhaps considered a form of
strategy, Kevin Spellman was inten-
tionally walked, loading the bases for
John Deitch, who whacked a three-
run triple over the leftfielder’s head.
Dave Hill worked a walk then Deitch
scored the fourth run on Chris Nardi’s
groundout to the pitcher.

“That’s not a lot guys! Not a lot!
Let’s get them right back,” shouted
Warfield.

“They got six last night, so that’s
two less,” Straniero pointed out.

First baseman Cuccurullo made a
fine play to nab Steve Abrunzo for the
first out. Joe McEvoy grounded out to
second, and Cuccurullo made an un-
assisted putout for the third out.

“Come on guys! 1-2-3! They got
all they can get,” shouted Warfield as

he positioned himself in centerfield.
St. John’s John DeProspero led off

the inning with a triple to center.
Corey Woodring grounded out to short
but was quite surprised to see
DeProspero still planted on third.

“I didn’t get an RBI on that?” He
said.

Floyd Roberts popped up to short,
but Stan Lesniewski pushed an RBI
single into right-center to give the
Johnnies a 5-2 lead.

Riepe led off the third with his
second single of the game, and
Warfield’s fly ball was caught in right.
Giordano plopped a single into shal-
low right, which placed two Annies
on base with one out. A flash of
lightning was noticed, but a second
more meaningful flash halted the
game. Both cloud masses converged
on Jerseyland. Both teams headed for
their cars.
St. Anne 20x 2
St. John 41 5

Lightning Strikes Halt St. John, St. Anne Playoff
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A BIG STRETCH AT FIRST BASE…St. John first baseman Mike Cuccarullo stretches just enough to make the
putout on St. Anne’s Steve Abrunzo in the second inning during the second “Lightning” game between the two foes.

Three is a Charm!
Three was a charm for the St.
John men as they defeated St.
Anne, 12-5, on August 22 to
advance to the next round.

Probitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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St. ‘James Gang’ Shoots Down St. Anthony, 6-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com
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Pauline “Paula”

Sebolao

COLONIAL

Westfield. This picture perfect Colonial home with its open floor plan
is a commuter’s dream. This expanded, renovated, immaculate move-in
condition home features hardwood floors throughout. The inviting porch
welcomes you into the Living Room which flows into the Dining Room,
Kitchen with Breakfast Bar and Nook and Family Room. The Master
Bedroom has a Master Bath with a soaking tub, lighted oversized shower
and walk-in closet. Private deep yard with deck and bluestone patio.

Lara

Bermingham

COLONIAL

Westfield. Quintessential Charming Colonial in sought after "Gardens"
neighborhood. Living Room with wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining
Room, Kitchen with granite counters and separate eating area, all new
stainless steel appliances. Airy and sunny Family Room with skylights, built-
ins and sliding French door to new patio. 4 Bedrooms on 2nd floor. Office
on main floor. Hardwood floors, plenty of storage throughout, beautifully
updated baths, CAC, 2 car built-in garage and landscaped private yard.

Niki

Fry

Mountainside. Recent Price Reduction. This Henry West Colonial is
just a stone’s throw from Echo Lake Golf Course. A front porch & 1st floor
foyer welcome you to an oversized LR, updated EIK & FDR. The den gives
panoramic views of the tiered gardens with two slate patios-offering a perfect
spot to enjoy the lush setting. The 2nd floor features 3 very generously sized
Bedrooms and 2 Baths, including the master. Additional amenities include
a 2 car garage, CAC and an oversized basement ready to be finished.

Associate of the Month

RANCH

Scotch Plains. This classic Ranch style home boasts a sparkling
spacious floor plan enhanced by quality upgrades and amenities
throughout. From the beautifully designed & renovated skylight
kitchen to the stunning stone and tumbled marble master bath,
hardwood flooring and fireplace, this residence offers a home to be
proud of. Set on .936 acre property includes a patio framed with brick
surround and manicured grounds on a tranquil tree-lined street.

Holly

Cohen
Nancy

Kronheimer

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Westfield. Stunning 6 year old Center Hall Colonial home features a wrap
around front porch, 2-story entrance foyer. LR, FDR, gourmet EIK that opens
to a FR with fireplace and a rear bonus sunroom with sliders that lead out to
patio and fenced in yd. The 2nd floor boasts a MBR Suite w/sitting area, 2
walk-in closets and Master Bath. There are 3 large Bedrooms and 2 Baths. A
beautifully fin basement is divided into 3 open rooms offering a rec room,
media room & play area. Finally, the walkup attic offers lots of storage space.

Associate of the MonthHENRY WEST COLONIAL

Kathleen Gwaldis
Top Lister for the Month of July

he became the pivot man in a 4 (sec-
ond baseman Milk Monroy)-to-
Woodring-to-3 (first baseman Pete
Chemidlin) double play. Chemidlin
also made a fine scoop for a putout.
Keith Karczak made a running snag
in centerfield. Monroy also initiated
another double play.

Burfeindt and Bernstein also
sparkled at the plate. Burfeindt went
3-for-3 with a triple and an RBI,
while scoring twice. Bernstein bashed
a two-run single, added another single
and scored once. Teammate Paul
Campanile singled, walked and scored
twice. Grycan, Dennis Hercel, Ted
Giandana and Bob Cihanowyz all
singled. Tom McGall had an RBI,
and Tom Ulichny scored once.

Tom Baldowski led St. Anthony
with a double and a single, while
scoring once. George Balint, Monroy,
Chemidlin, Woodring, Kevin Stines
and Karczak each added a single.

The James Gang burst out firing
and got the drop on Anthony pitcher
Perconte in the top of the first inning
with four runs. After Ulichny reached
base on an error in right field, Campa-
nile walked and Burfeindt followed
with a burning RBI single to right-
center. Bernstein slashed his two-run
single and McGall added an RBI
groundout.

As St. Anthony took to the plate in
the bottom of the inning, teammate
Jim Soscinski said, “Let’s go An-
thony! One-by-one!”

After Anthony went down 1-2-3,
Grycan commented to Rutkowski,
“Nice inning Tom!”

St. Anthony’s Joe Tilocca hollered
to his team as they took to the field,
“Come on! 1-2-3! Let’s go!”

The first Gangster led off with a
single, but only three members of the
James Gang would get to the plate,
because of a 4-6-3 double play.

In an attempt to arouse his team,
Perconte shouted, “It’s only four runs.
Let’s go all the way through the
lineup.”

After Stines slapped a leadoff
single, Perconte added, “That’s a start
now!”

Monroy lined out to Grycan at third,
and Jeff Balish’s fly ball to mid-cen-
ter was snared by Burfeindt, but
Baldowski and Chemidlin tapped
singles to load the bases. Tilocca’s
grounder back to the mound resulted
in the third out.

The James Gang added a run in the

third to take a 5-0 lead. Campanile
singled, moved to second on
Burfeindt’s single then scored on a
throwing error.

Anthony threatened with a pair of
singles in the third, but Bernstein
extinguished it with a fine putout.
Bernstein added two more putouts in
the fourth to mute Anthony.

“Good going Marty! Keep scoop-
ing them up,” hollered teammate
Kevin St. Onge.

Anthony’s only run came in the

fifth when Baldowski drilled a lead-
off double to left and later scored on
a throwing error.

The James Gang scored its final
run in seventh when Burfeindt
thumped a triple to center and scored
on Rothenberg’s RBI sacrifice fly to
center.

Woodring and Monroy singled and
Balish walked to load the bases with
two outs for St. Anthony in the bottom
of the seventh, but Burfeindt dove for
a grounder off the bat of Baldowski
and tossed to first for the final out.

The loss shifted St. Anthony to the
losers’ bracket in the double elimina-
tion tournament.
St. James 401 000 1 6
St. Anthony 000 010 0 1

St. Joseph Denies St. Jude in Angels Playoff, 5-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING OVER THE FUNDAMENTALS…Blue Devil field hockey Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald, right, discusses some
stick handling fundamentals with her team during practice at Gary Kehler Stadium on August 18.

White each rapped RBI singles. Tony
Blasi (run scored), Larry Szenyi,
Kevin Walsh, Rob Del Cid, Joe
DeChiaro and Rich Pitonzo each
singled, and Rich Suriano walked and
scored once.

In his only other plate appearance,
Evans poked a single to left.

Weischadle finished 2-for-3, with two
RBI and a run scored, while Daly
finished 2-for-2 with an RBI. Ed
Villaverde tripled and scored, Lou
Messano singled and scored, and Dean
Talcott singled.

The first two innings was nothing
more than a pitchers’ duel between
veterans Chupko and Blasi, but there
was a little joviality after Blasi failed
to beat out an infield single in the top
of the second.

“If it was downhill, he would have
made it,” said Szenyi jokingly.

After Walsh grounded out to lead
off the third, anxious to get some runs
on the board, DeChiaro shouted, “One
out! One base at a time!”

Suriano worked a walk, John
Chupko singled and Szenyi singled
to load the bases.

As White stepped to the plate, team-
mate Ed Marchelitis hollered, “Mike
White! All we need from you is a hit.”

White whacked an RBI single to
center to give Jude a 1-0 lead.

“We broke the ice,” added
Marchelitis.

St. Joseph was silent in the bottom
of the third, but Marchelitis was not
in the fourth. “We got to make noise
at the top [of the order],” he said.

The Judes did bark a bit with singles
from Vacca and Pitronzo, but home

plate never received a thud from a
cleat.

With Messano on second, the Joe
boys scored all four of their runs in
the bottom of the fourth with two men
out. Evans and Barba received their
free passes. Weischadle rapped his
two-run single, but a throwing error
also allowed Barba to score, then
Daly followed with his RBI single.

In the fifth, Blasi singled and scored
on John Chupko’s superbly placed
RBI single to right to narrow the
score to 4-2.

In the Joseph sixth inning,
Villaverde, who had grounded out to
first in his previous at-bat, stepped to
the plate.

“Ed! Hit it further than last time,”
Frank Chupko suggested.

Evan added, “We need a little more
insurance!”

Villaverde listened and looped a
long triple down the right field line.
After Evans received his second in-
tentional walk, Barba bashed an RBI
single to left.

Baboomian blasted his one-out
triple in the seventh and scored on
Vacca’s RBI sacrifice fly to right.
Daly snared Pitronzo’s difficult fly
ball to center for the final out.
St. Jude 001 010 1 3
St. Joseph 000 401 x 5

STARS IN BRAZIL…The Central Jersey Stars soccer team recently competed
in Brazil. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Jessie Klein, Mia Valente, Olivia
Mendes, Sofia Beneroff and Ellie Callinan; back row, Brazilian Coach Vinicious,
Sarah Freer, Jordan Yarusi, Jackie Zalis, Madison Yarusi, Sarah VanBuskirk,
Coach Hertell, Erin Pierce, Annie Cannone and Caroline Hurckes.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY WITH THE KILLER ‘BEES’…St. Anthony’s Tom Baldowski
slides into second for a double just before St. James second baseman Marty
Bernstein makes the tag in the fifth inning at Brookside Park.

Central Jersey Stars
Travel to Brazil

The Central Jersey Stars girls’
soccer team, coached by Keith
Hertell, traveled to Brazil earlier
this summer. The girls toured Rio
di Janero and Sao Paulo competing
against local teams and soaking in
the culture. They were introduced
to various styles of soccer, includ-
ing beach soccer, society (7v7) and
futsal.

In preparation for the trip the
team held fundraisers and collected
soccer equipment. While there, the
girls distributed the soccer equip-
ment to local children. The team is
comprised of girls from Scotch
Plains, Westfield, Summit and
Clark.

Sports Freelancer  Wanted
The Westfield Leader/Times
is seeking an individual who
would be able to cover a few
Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Cranford and/or Westfield High
School football games this fall.
Photography ability is a “+”
Individuals please email:

dcorbin@goleader.com
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FSPY Breaks NJ, Team Records
At National YMCA Swim Meet

Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” National Swim Team and Coaches

Competing against 122 teams from
19 states, the Fanwood Scotch Plains

“Y” (FSPY) swim team finished 11th
overall and second among the 13 N. J.
teams at the YMCA National Long
Course Championship Meet. This
meet was held from July 25 to 29 at
the Georgia Tech Aquatics Center,
site of the 1996 Summer Olympics.

Ana Bogdanovski, Gabi Levine,
Hannah Markey and Sarah set a New
Jersey YMCA age group (15-18)
record in the women’s 200-meter
freestyle relay (1:49.26). Alex
Burzynski, Will Brown, Joe Dunn
and Greg Baliko set the state record
for the men’s 200-freestyle relay
(1:38.38). Overall, team records (TR)
were set in 10 individual events and
five relay events.

Women’s Top-20: Bogdanovski
(50-free – ninth, TR) and (100-free –
11th, TR), Levine (50-back – 9th,
TR) and (100-fly – 19th, TR), Molly
Gaynor (100-back – 16th) and (50-
fly – 16th), Markey (200-back – 13th,
TR) and Cronin (100-free – 14th).
Bogdanovski was also a member of
five scoring relays: (200-free – 3rd,
TR; 400-free – 3rd, TR; 200-medley
– 7th; 400-medley – 11th, TR; 800-
free – 16th, TR). Levine (3 relays),
Markey (3), Cronin (3), Jodie Th-
ompson (2), Gaynor (2), Katy Comer
(1) and Caitlin English (1) provided
balance in those relays.

Boys Top-20: Joe Dunn and Greg
Baliko led four scoring relays (400-
free [fourth], 800-free [fifth], 200-
free [sixth, TR], 200-medley [ninth]).
Relay members consisted of Baliko
(4 relays), Dunn (3), Burzynski (3),
Will Brown (2), Ryan Gajdzisz (1),
Mike Napolitano (1), Dan Napolitano
(1) and Matt Dezenzo (1).

Individual events: Dunn (50-fly –
12th, 50-free – 14th, TR, 100-free –
16th, 100-fly – 18th); Baliko (100-
breast – 12th, 200-breast – 12th, 200-
individual medley 14th); Burzynski
(16th – 50-back); Mike Napolitano
(20th – 200-free).

Six FSPY swimmers touched in
top-30 and qualified for the finals to
earn the FSPY black cap: Ryan
Gajdzisz (400-free – 22nd, 200-free
– 25th), Matt Dezenzo (50-breast –
22nd), Dan Napolitano (200-fly –
24th), Will Brown (200-free – 25th),
Jessica Cronin (50-back – 28th) and
Dan Pesin (50-back – 28th). Jessica
Cronin broke the team record in the
400-individual medley. Other top-30
finishes: Mike Napolitano (100-fly –
26th, 400-free – 27th)), Sarah Cronin
(50-free – 21st), Thompson (50-breast
– 23rd), Bogdanovski (200-free –
24th), Baliko (50-fly – 27th),
Burzynski (100-back – 27th) and
Markey (50-back – 30th).

Alex Skoog (13-14) broke team
age-group records in the 100-free,
50-back and 200-back.

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of August15:)

TEAM W   L Pct
St. Joseph 15   6 .714
St. Anthony 13   7 .650
St. James 10 10 .500
St. Jude   7 12 .368
St. Aloysius   4 16 .200

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W   L Pct
St. George 15   6 .714
St. Rocco 12   9 .571
St. Killian 10 11 .476
St. John   9 12 .429
St. Anne   7 13 .350

St. George 7, St. Anne 2
Powering the George crew was

Marty Marks and Paul Ross with a
home run each. St. Anne’s Chris
Giordano and John Veglia produced
the only RBI.
St. Anthony 4, St. Jude 3

St. Anthony overcame a three-run
deficit with Milk Monroy and Tony
Perconte both going 2-for-2 with an
RBI each. St. Jude’s Rich Suriani
was 2-for-2 with two RBI.
St. Anne 10, St. James 2

Marty Garcia (4-for-4, HR shy of
the cycle) and Art Hobble (4 RBI) led
St. Anne. Opposing pitcher Tom
Rutkowski was 3-for-3.
St. George 17, St. Anthony 11

Pete Costello went 5-for-5 and Phil
Vellucci had two RBI for George.
George Balint (5 RBI) and Kevin
Stines (4 hits, HR) led Anthony.
St. Killian 6, St. Jude 4

St. Killian plated two in the fifth
and four in the sixth. Jay Semple (3
RBI) led Killian. Mike White and
Nick Vacca had multi-hit games for
Jude.
St. James 12, St. Jude 4

Captain Jim Killeen (3-for-3, HR,
4 RBI), and Marty Bernstein and
Craig Burfeindt, who combined for
five RBI, led the James Gang. Rich
Suriani (2 runs scored, 2 RBI, HR)
led Jude.
St. Joseph 5, St. John 3

Ed Villaverde (HR, 2 runs scored)
led the Joeys. Kevin Spellman and
Chris Nardi led the Johnnies offen-
sively.
St. Rocco 2, St. Aloysius 1

St. Rocco scored two runs in the
top of the seventh. Russ Voorhees and
Bobby Camisa had the only RBI for
Rocco. Lewis Blau pitched a great
game and went 3-for-3.
St. Anne 5, St. Jude 3

St. Anne’s Chris Giordano had a
home run and two RBI. St. Jude’s
Mike White had a single and a triple.
St. Rocco 8, St. James 2

St. Rocco’s Rob Barone thrashed a
two-run triple in the first. Tom
Rutkowski and Tom Maher (multiple
hits) led James.
St. Anthony 8, St. Killian 4

St. Killian’s Scott Curtis whacked
a three-run homerun early, but St.
Anthony chipped away and scored
four in the top of the eighth inning.
Keith Karyczak scored twice and had
three hits and two RBI.
St. John 18, St. Aloysius 4

Kevin Spellman and Corey
Woodring combined for six RBI and
five runs scored. Every Johnnie had
at least one hit. Rob Stratton had a
triple and two RBI for St. Aloysius.
St. Joseph 8, St. George 7

OJ Simpson and Steve Polak (win-
ning RBI) paced the Joes with three
hits apiece. Pete Costello and Harry
Hopler (3 hits each) led St. George.
St. Killian 7, St. James 2

Jay Semple (4-for-4) and Karl
Grossmann (3-for-3) led Killian. Tom
Ulichny provided three hits for the
James Gang.

RISING IN WRESTLING…Brian Lapham, who will enter Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School in September as a freshman, attended the TNT Wrestling Training
Camp at Kutztown University this summer. With more than 300 high school
wrestlers in attendance from throughout the region, Lapham was named Out-
standing Wrestler for the July 23 session. During the week, his record was 23-5.
Pictured is Lapham, left, with coach Gio Ortiz.

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Goods & Services You Need
Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

732.558.0356
kbullapm@gmail.com

Landscape DesignLawn Maintenance

Snow Plowing

Clean UpsMulch Top Soil
Power Washing Driveway Sealing

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

  

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

   ED  DELLA  FERA
          SHUTTERS  +  SHADES  +  BLINDS  +  VERTICALS

            WOVEN WOODS  +  DRAPERY INSTALLATIONS

                              Professional Sales, Measuring & Installation

                                      Over 25 Years Experience

  Phone:  732.503.3316   |  Fax:  1.866.216.5677  |  edellafera@gmail.com

Quality • Integrity • Reliability

Landscape Design,

Construction & Maintenance

Brick Paver Maintenance:

Cleaning, Jointing & Sealing

908-232-0249 • Westfield, NJ

Snow Plowing, Snow Blowing,

Shoveling, Ice Control

Fully Licensed & Insured

www.incelandscape.com

Cathleen DiFabio Softball
Fundraiser Set for Sept. 10

The Second Annual Cathleen
DiFabio One-Pitch Softball Tourna-
ment fundraiser has been set for Sep-
tember 10 at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains.

Cathleen was diagnosed with
Holoprosencephaly (HPE) a birth
defect that occurs during the first few
weeks of intrauterine life. HPE is a
disorder in which the fetal brain does
not grow forward and divide, as it
should during early pregnancy. Un-
fortunately, she was not diagnosed
with this disorder until she was five
years old but has been suffering from
severe seizures since eight months
old. Cathleen is now 15-years-old
and has beaten the life expectancy
that doctors gave her for this disorder,
but she continues to degenerate each
year. She has minimal communica-
tion, while being confined to a wheel
chair.

Joe and Cathy DiFabio have been
coping with their daughter’s illness

for all these years, while receiving
only the same medical expenses that
those with healthy children get. Last
year’s fundraiser raised over $6,500
in one day and the DiFabio’s were
able to pay off the expense of a new
wheelchair for Cathleen, as well as
pay some of her medical expenses.
They now need a handicapped ve-
hicle, which is extremely costly, to
move Cathleen when Joe cannot be
there to do so.

Joe DiFabio has been an active
softball player in the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League for over 20
years and is a dedicated teammate.
Friends hope to raise enough money
from this tournament to help the
DiFabio family with their current and
future expenses.

Please donate any way you can!
For further info please contact Steve
Barba at stevebarba@yahoo.com or
(908) 591-5633, or Tim Walsh at (908)
448-6666.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that sealed pro-
posals will be received by the Borough of
Fanwood, Union County, New Jersey for
the CNJ Caboose Restoration – Contract
2, including all work incidental thereto, and
such bids shall be opened and read in
public at the Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood New Jersey on Thurs-
day, September 1, 2011 at 10:00 AM pre-
vailing time. After proposals have been
opened, they will be reviewed and exam-
ined by Fanwood or its representatives,
the results will be made public, but until the
actual award and execution of a contract,
Fanwood reserves the right to reject all
proposals.

The Borough of Fanwood is undertaking
to restore and preserve a Central Railroad
of New Jersey caboose. This caboose,
originally assembled in 1942, is currently
situated at the Borough’s Recycling Cen-
ter. CONTRACT 2 involves the restoration
and painting of the caboose (exterior, inte-
rior, underframe and truck assemblies,
including health and safety) as more spe-
cifically described in the specifications.

Complete sets of the bid documents for
the proposed work are on file in the Office
of the Borough Purchasing Agent at
Fanwood’s Municipal Building, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
and may be examined Monday through
Thursday between the hours of 7:30 AM
and 3 PM, and Fridays from 7:30 AM until
11:00 AM, except Saturdays, Sundays
and holidays. Copies may be obtained by
prospective bidders upon application to
the Purchasing Agent and payment of a
non-refundable fee of $50.00

Contract Documents for the proposed
work are also on file at the office of T&M
Associates, Fanwood Borough Engineers,
1373 Broad Street, Suite 306, Clifton New
Jersey 07013, and may be inspected by
prospective bidders during business hours
(Monday through Friday 8AM until 5 PM,
except holidays).

Proposals must be made on the Stan-
dard Proposal Forms in a manner desig-
nated in the contract documents, must be
enclosed in sealed envelope bearing the
name and address of the bidder and the

name of the work on the outside, ad-
dressed to the Purchasing Agent of the
Borough of Fanwood and must be accom-
panied by a Statement of Consent of Surety
from a surety company holding a Certifi-
cate of Authorization to do business in the
State of New Jersey and a bid guaranty for
not less than ten percent (10%) of the
amount bid except that the bid guarantee
need not exceed $20,000.00.

The award of the Contract for this work
will not be made until the necessary funds
have been provided by the Borough of
Fanwood in a lawful manner. This project
is funded in part by a Federal Aid grant
through The New Jersey Department of
Transportation and all contract award and
related matters are subject to their condi-
tions and approvals.

The Borough and Engineer reserves the
right to require a complete financial and
experience statement from prospective
bidders showing that they have satisfacto-
rily completed work of the nature required
before furnishing proposal forms or speci-
fications, or before awarding the contract.

The right is also reserved to reject any or
all bids or to waive any informality where
such informality is not detrimental to the
best interest of the Borough of Fanwood.

All bids shall remain open for sixty (60)
days after the date of the opening of bids
except as provided in the Instructions to
Bidders. Bidders are required to comply
with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31
et seq. (P.L. 1975, C.127). The bidders
shall comply with P.L. 1999, C.238. the
Public Works Contractor Registration Act,
as amended by P.L. 2003, C.91 (N.J.S.A.
34:11-56.48.et.seq.).

Bidders are required to comply with the
current requirements of P.L. 1975, c.127
(Affirmative Action) and P.L. 1977, c.33
(Disclosure of Ownership).

The successful bidder shall be required
to comply with the provisions of the New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act, Chapter 150
of the Laws of 1963, effective January 1,
1964.

BY ORDER OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD

PAT HOYNES,
PURCHASING AGENT

3 T - 8/11, 8/18
& 8/25/11, The Times Fee: $267.75

PUBLIC NOTICE

WESTFIELD U10 WHITE ALL-STARS…Pictured, left to right, are Julia
Romano, Muriel Maloney and Lucy Ritter, who were voted to represent their
team in the Parkway Invitational Softball League All-Star game. Romano and
Ritter caught and played first and shortstop, respectively, while Maloney pitched
and played third. Their team won, 9-6, on July 11.

2010 DIFABIO FUNDRAISER CHAMPIONS…Team A Paradise Landscaping
of New Providence won the First Annual Cathleen DiFabio Fundraiser trophy on
September 25, 2010 (October 7, 2010 files of The Leader and The Times).

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, August 28th 1-4PM • 1061 Lawrence Ave
Westfield…Spectacular 10 room, 5 bedroom, 3 bath home on a prestigious tree lined street. Incredible space, excellent floor plan, tastefully executed addition makes
this home an outstanding place to live and entertain in. HDWD floors throughout, molding trim accents, French doors, 3 fireplaces, deluxe gourmet kitchen and
family room, welcoming front porch and lush grounds. LR w/fpl,  formal dining room w/French doors to family room w/ coffered ceiling & wall of windows. The newer
kitchen has sunny eating area that opens to spacious deck. The lower level has large media room w/fpl, custom built-ins, 2 bedrooms, full bath, laundry, storage room
and access to paver patio and 2 car garage. CAC, multi-zn HWBB heat, private backyard, close to NYC bus and much more.      $935,000.

10 Regional Offices servicing Northern and Central New Jersey

Westfield Office: 436 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ  908.654.6666
www.prominentproperties.comEQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUN I T Y

EXPANDED CAPE $629,000
5BR, 2.5 bath Cape on acre lot features huge Kitchen with granite
countertops & breakfast bar, Lg Fam Rm w/sliders to patio, FDR, part
finished bsmt w/Rec Rm & Exercise Rm, 2 car attached garage w/loft.

SCOTCH PLAINS

CHARMING COLONIAL $829,000
Spacious rooms and boasts 4BR, 2.5 bath, updated Kitchen with sub
zero fridge, Living Rm, Formal Dining Rm, den/office, 2 fireplaces and
much more.

CAPTIVATING $875,000
Charming 5BR Col with rocking chair porch and 2 car detached gar.
Updated Eat In Kit w/lg dining area, SS Viking applncs, granite counters
& butler pantry LRw/fpl, FDR. 5th BR on 3rd flr feats priv sitting porch.

WESTFIELD

NEW ENGLAND CAPE $775,000
Exceptional 4BR 2 bath home completely renov ated in the last year.
Beautiful new Kitchen  w/high end applcs, LR,DR, Fam Rm, 1 car att
gar, c/a, new paver stone patio. Located next to Tamaques Park.

WESTFIELD

LLooccaall TToouucchh……GGlloobbaall RReeaacchh

Marketing New Jersey
Real Estate at the

Highest Level ©

NEW PRICE
WESTFIELD

MACHINIST

Skilled Machinist Wanted - full or
part time. Successful candidate
must be familiar with both a manual
bridgeport and lathe. Competitive
hourly wage and benefits. Spring-
field area. If interested, contact
Hudson Robotics, Inc. (973) 376-
7400 and ask for Rosemarie
Kramer x203 (Human Resources
Director) or John Celecki x208
(Production Manager).

OPEN HOUSE

Need work? Come to our open
house this Thursday August 25
from 12:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Many
good jobs available in our state of
the art call center. Full Time,Part
Time, Great Pay..we have it all.
Beat the rush and come early. We
are located at 120 Elm Street,
Second Floor, Westfield, NJ.

Call (908) 928-1888

Wanted Old Lionel Trains
Cash Paid

Local Collector
Michael (719) 314-8259

LIONEL TRAINS WANTED FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean
your house, leave it to us. You
have better things to do. We’re a
reliable couple with excellent
references. (862) 307-3481

Available to clean houses,
offices and apartments.

5 yrs cleaning experience,
own trans. & equipment.

References available.
(908) 361-0453

FERNANDO’S CLEANING

ERRANDS & MORE

Helping Time for Seniors &
Disabled, Light Housekeeping,
Shopping, Doctors Appointments.
Reliable, Excellent references.

(732) 726-0241

WESTFIELD RANCH 339K

Smart priced Westfield brick ranch
with potential to add a second
floor expansion. 3BR 1 Bath with
dinette, full basement, carport.
Each level is aprox 1000 sq ft.
Property is 70x98 sq ft. Short walk
to Jefferson School. Email
northcotranch@yahoo.com or
call (908) 403-0854 - 339K

CUSTOMER SERVICE

HoneyBaked Ham in Watchung:
duties include phones, food prep,
counter work, and some deliveries.
Must be at least 18 years old and
have a car for deliveries. Ask for
Kate or Mike at (908) 755-2200 or
apply in person.

KONICA COPIER FOR SALE!

Konica 7022 Copier, 22 page-per-
minute digital, prints at 600 x 600
dpi with “Scan Once, Print Many”
technology, touch screen. 5 years
old. Great condition. $200 OBO.
Please call (908) 233-4030
if interested.

Rewarding Business Opportunity

Now is the time to take action!
Financially rewarding business
opportunity with a generous
compensation plan. One of the
largest and most exceptional
health nutritional and personal
care companies in the world. Work
from home at your own pace.
Training provided; no investments.

 Contact information:
www.flecomte.nsedreams.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment of the Township
of Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing
on September 8, 2011, at 7:30 pm in the
Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 430
Park Avenue to hear the following ap-
peals:

Frank Besson, for a variance to con-
struct a carport at 31 Allenby Lane, Block
14901, Lot 23 contrary to the following
sections of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col.8-Side
Yard Setback; Minimum Required: 30
feet; Proposed: 15 feet 9 inches

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 9-Total
Side Yard Setback; Minimum Required:
65 feet; Proposed: 61.5 feet

Apollo 22, LLC for a Use Variance to
expand the existing free-standing sign at
the Grillstone Bar & Grille, 2377 Route
22 West, Block 3904, Lot 1 contrary to the
following section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.8-R-3A Zone; Free-stand-
ing signs are not permitted

The Applicant is also requesting any
variances deemed to be necessary in-
cluding any waivers, exceptions and other
relief necessary to allow Applicant’s pro-
posed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The files pertaining to these applica-
tions are in the Office of the Zoning Board
of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor,
Scotch Plains and is available for public
inspection during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
1 T - 8/25/11, The Times Fee: $35.19

Westfield: 7/18/11
John A. and Robyn R. Kelly to

Aldo and Tara Scrofani, 4 Kent Place,
$1,650,000.

Charles A. and Nancy L. Zaffuto to
Carl H. and Anne H. Stocking, 25
Burrington Gorge, $850,000.

Lawrence and Stephanie S.
Mannino to Jose R. and Maria
Castillo, 13 Burrington Gorge,
$847,500.

Brad A. and Angela M. Hornbeck
to Justin and Maureen Schwartz, 735
Hanford Place, $544,900.

Steven J. and Joan L. Dreyer to
Lisa Dolly, 151 Lincoln Road,
$1,140,000.

Lisa A. Dolly to Mark and Patrycja
Froehlich, 520 North Chestnut Street,
$580,000.

Marc L Reitman and Ann M.
Ginsberg to Ellan and Erin Ben-
Hayon, 17 Breeze Knoll Drive,
$910,000.

Anthony N. Mitchell to Janos and
Stephanie Angeli, 642 Glen Avenue,
$645,000.

William L. Dudley and Cathy S.
Salomon to Angela M. G. and Brad
A. Hornbeck, 116 Dudley Avenue,
East, $837,500.

Jefferey T. and Kim B. Hamilton
Jr. to Glen Bliwise and Sandra
Kalyoussef, 771 Oak Avenue,
$650,000.

Daniel J. Connolly and Nancy E.
Hurley to Joseph G. and Lesley Anne
Ferris, 632 Arlington Avenue,
$995,000.

Michael H. and Marcie K. Yates to
Chad and Karrie Hoeft, 266 Kimball
Avenue, $1,389,000.

Carl E. E. and Carmen R. Kuntze to
John F. Carpenter and Lynn C. Ander-
son, 322 Lawrence Avenue,
$1,050,000.

In-Town Condominium
Consruction Company, LLC to Rob-
ert and April Giardina, 111 Prospect
Street, $1,050,000.

Ralph A. and Camille N. Roscigno
to Mathew E. Plaveczky and Jaqueline
M. Barton Plaveczky, 719 North Av-
enue, West, $485,000.

The Abbruscato Family, LLC to
QuimbyWestfield, LLC, 112 Quimby
Street, $1,665,000.

Richard G. Mercer and Sharon E.
Rabbitt to Scott J. and Jennifer
Trupchak, 560 Fairmont Avenue,
$869,000.

Brian Raftery and Ruth A. Flynn-
Raftery to Danny and Laurie O. Zoba,

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

815 Coolidge Street, $670,000.
J. Garrett and Lesley A. Ferris to

Vincent J. Giglio and Marry Wyatt,
501 Wells Street, $540,000.

Edward and Noel Hannon to David
and Sari Bickford, 760 Fairacres Av-
enue, $740,000.

Stanley J. Brois to Maria H. Seara,
773 Lamberts Mill Road, $360,000.

Estrella I. Rodriguez to Jacie and
Sander M. Jacobowitz, 711
Shackamaxon Drive, $725,000.

David L. and Karen L. Kennington
to Sheldon O. Heber and Sherrie K.
Stewart-Heber, 700 Dartmoor,
$930,000.

Ryan P. and Rachel L. Dougherty
to Cartus Financial Corporation, 683
Willow Grove Road, $565,000.

Cartus Financial Corporation to
Jeffrey and Jessica Ganzer, 683 Wil-
low Grove Road, $561,000.

Sheldon O. and Sherrie S. Heber to
Kevin R. and Kristy M. Tiernan, 1006
Ripley Avenue, $515,000.

Gavin and Bridget Schiraldo to
Stephanie Weaver and Bryan
Hedgecock, 290 Sycamore Street,
$424,000.

Terry Heath to Neil Dias and
Manisha D’Souza, 1416 Boulevard,
$649,000.

Lester Boehm F.T. Enterprises to
Corey and Jodie Gunzberg, 24 South
Wickom Drive, $1,050,000.

John and Dena LeCompte to
Lawrence and Mindi Metz, 4 Bur-
gess Court, $1,325,000.

Westfield: 08/01/11
Jeffrey A. and Jennifer Mundy to

John H. Dokko and Mijee Shin, 159
Madison Avenue West, $950,000.

Steven L. and Kim D. Collett to
Jeffrey S. and Christine A. Valentine,
34 Fairhill Road, $1,025,000.

Roy S. and Michelle Ann Kim to
Paul J. Panaro and Dante S. Panaro,
214 Edgewood Avenue, $879,900.

Michael R. and Christine J. Foley
to Alan Erck and April Quartell-Erck,
616 Kimball Avenue, $860,000.

Alan W. and April Erck to Karlie
and Simon M. Jessop, 450 Mountain
Avenue, $590,000.

Paul T. and Lynn M. Winberry to
David A. and Jaren L. Wright, 721
Cresent Parkway, $695,000.

D. Villane Construction, LLC. to
Michael P. and Sara D. Sacks, 8
Wychview Drive, $1,200,000.

Wendy Sue Bregman to Erick
Bernstein and Mary Eileen Fay, 756
Kimball Avenue, $677,000.

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2010
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006  Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jayne.bernstein@gmail.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Search for homes
from your cell phone!

Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

522 Elm Street, Westfield $839,000
THE HISTORIC ADDAMS FAMILY HOME! This Circa 1900’s 9 room, 6 BR,
2-1/2 bath historically registered property is the former residence of well-known,
Charles Addams, mastermind behind the pop culture show, The Addams Family.
The house has been lovingly preserved and features a Formal Living Rm. w/
fplc;  a Formal Dining Rm. w/butler’s pantry; EIK  w/granite countertops and
slider to deck.  The yard is beautifully landscaped and has a 2 car detached
garage w/potting shed, ideal for the  garden enthusiast.   Don’t miss this
exceptional opportunity to own this landmark home.  Call for details!

711 East Broad Street, Westfield $859,000
Stunning, beautifully renovated 10 room, 4 BR, 2 ½ bath Colonial w/gracious
entry Foyer; LR w/fplc. & crown molding; a sunken FDR; a wonderful Center
Island Kitchen which opens to the FR; a 1st floor Laundry, Powder Room &
Office w/custom built-in’s. Upstairs, the MBR features a walk-in closet & private
bath. CAC & hdwd.  floors. Nestled on a magnificently landscaped property w/
custom lighting, sprinkler system & mahogany front porch this home is
convenient to town, park and Wilson School.  Dir: on E. Broad Street, near N.
Chestnut St.

772 Prospect Street, Westfield $1,279,000
Gorgeous NEW 9 room, 4 BR, 3 full, two half-bath Covered front porch custom
designed C/H Colonial under construction by Elegant Homes with gracious 2-
story entry foyer; formal LR; grand formal DR; Center island EIK w/bfast nook
open to FR w/fplc. MBR with private spa bath & walk-in closet; 3 additional
BR's + full bath; convenient 2nd floor laundry; hardwood flooring; finished
bsm't w/full bath; 2 car rear entrance garage.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, AUGUST 28TH  1-4 PM

NURSE AIDE OR CNA CLASSES

Starting Sept 7 for morning classes
HOME HEALTH AIDE or CHHA
starting September 26 for evening

Call Humane Concepts at
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803
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Local Students Participate in
Selective Medical Internship
SUMMIT – Fifteen college stu-

dents from the region were chosen
to participate in a highly selective
summer medical internship led by
vascular surgeon and Westfield phy-
sician, Clifford Sales, M.D., at Over-
look Medical Center.

The Overlook Medical Center In-
ternship Program is designed to ex-
pose college students to the health
care field. It is designed to give
students the opportunity to learn
about the human aspects of a career
in medicine — something that is
not typically available in most set-
tings.

Alexander Chartrain, a graduate
of Westfield High School, Class of
2009, and a junior at the College of
William and Mary, and David Kreps,
a graduate of Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School, Class of
2010, and a sophomore at Brandeis

University, were among the fifteen
applicants accepted to the program.

The goal of this program is to help
students make an informed decision
about possibly entering one of the
many exciting fields of medicine.
Experiences from the program may
be valuable throughout the medical
school application process.

Students must have completed at
least one year of college to apply to
the Overlook College Internship Pro-
gram. Consideration is given to class
level and academic standing. All par-
ticipants are provided with a letter
of recommendation for future ca-
reer and education use.

For information about applying to
the program in 2012, call (908) 522-
5926, or go to the Overlook College
Internship Program information on
the Atlantic Health System web site
at www.atlantichealth.org.

Paper Cranes Project
Represents Hope for Japan

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - When Joy Ann Lara
of Westfield caught wind of the dev-
astation in Japan back in March, she
immediately began a large-scale re-
lief effort. She could not have pre-
dicted just how much support her
endeavor would receive, transform-
ing it into a town-wide project.

Joy individually coordinated the
10,000 Cranes Project, an initiative
that integrates culture and compas-
sion. Senbazuru, the folding of 1,000
origami cranes, is a Japanese tradi-
tion that sends wishes of good health,
recovery, and goodwill.

By sending and observing this Japa-
nese custom, the project symbolizes
a powerful gesture of generosity, Joy
said.

“I’m hoping this crane-folding
project will spread awareness and
inspire participants to give a small
free-will donation to the relief effort
of their choice,” Joy told The Westfield
Leader and The Times.

Inspired by an article written after
the September 11 terrorist attacks,
Joy was amazed by the Japaneses’
commitment to their own tradition by
sending 10,000 paper cranes to New
York City. This act of kindness moti-
vated her to also increase the culture’s
heartwarming custom by tenfold,
quite a task, she said.

“After reading about this, I was
touched by how people do a lot,” she
said. “The Ground 0 Visitor’s Center
sparked this effort, a chance to think
about someone else.”

The town-wide support she re-
ceived has been a collaborative effort
including the Westfield Public
Schools, The Unitarian Church in
Summit Youth Group, and individual
donors, which include family, friends,
and even strangers.

With the first contributions were
from Westfield High School’s (WHS),
organization Project ’79 (P79), who
paired with UNICEF to fold cranes in
addition to raising money for Japan.
Originated in 1979, P79 is a college
preparatory program at the high school
that caters to individual students’ in-
terests and strengths, as well as a strong
focus in community service.

“With support from the adminis-
tration and students, WHS has hosted
several folding days in our Student
Center and many students have con-
tributed [their time] late into the night
to fold,” said coordinator Peter Horn.
“It was a beautiful, heartening spec-
tacle to see everyone working side by
side as more cranes were gradually
strung from our ceilings.”

Collectively, WHS has folded over
2000 cranes, in addition to another
700 cranes completed during lunch
period at Edison Intermediate School.
The Unitarian Church also contrib-
uted over 300 cranes.

The Westfield Memorial Library
also contributed to the folding pro-
cess and increased town support and
participation. Last week, they hosted
three folding days where participants
learned how to fold cranes, as well as
directed an elementary activity about
Asia.

“Those who participated have
shown love and concern for all of
those suffering from the devastation,”
said Assistant Director and Coordi-
nator of Youth Services Kathy Muhm.
“With this concept originating from
Japan, I am quite sure Westfield’s
supportive message to the Japanese
people, in the form of ten thousand
hand-folded paper cranes, will be
received.”

The library foldings were fun and
well-attended, Joy said and the li-
brary scheduled two more this month.

Joy’s original goal deadline of June
was extended to the beginning of this
school year. The current number of
cranes completed is over 4000.

A contact in Tokyo agreed happily
to accept the cranes and forward them
to different groups in the affected ar-
eas. Currently, Joy is excited to be put
in touch with a group in Fukushima
where the nuclear plant is located.

“It is really refreshing to see all the
contributions from friends, family, the
community, and strangers,” she said.
“We have an overwhelming number
of cranes and it’s just amazing how
people are responding to this effort.”

BYE BYE BULLIES…Pictured, left to right, Westfield counselors and psychia-
trists Jaime LaRosa, Paul Valenzano, Jessica Fiorentino, Kristen Eckland, and
Ashley Costanzo listen intently as Erin Bruno from the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey describes the requirements of the Harassment,
Intimidation and Bullying law in effect September 1.

Westfield Takes Lead On
Anti-Bullying Training

WESTFIELD – A full month be-
fore school begins, a group of Anti-
Bullying Specialists in the Westfield
Public Schools met during an ex-
tensive day of training to address
prevention efforts and appropriate
responses to bullying.

“We want to get a head start on
understanding the new law and its
requirements as we work to further
promote good conduct in the school
community,” stated Superintendent
of Schools, Margaret Dolan.

Erin Bruno of the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey (UMDNJ) led the training ses-
sion. She has worked with the
Westfield Public Schools in the past
under the Safe and Drug Free
Schools national initiative that fo-
cused on social decision making
and character education. Her in-
volvement with UMDNJ, Rutgers
and the NJDOE contributed to com-
ponents of the state’s new bullying
law.

“A lot of schools I am working
with are not doing this training un-
til September 1,” stated Ms. Bruno.
“You [Westfield Anti-Bullying Spe-
cialists] are going to be ahead of the
game.”

Representatives from Westfield’s
schools were presented with key fea-
tures of the law that pertains to their
role as the school’s Anti-Bullying
Specialist. They reviewed sample
forms and materials submitted by
community members as well as ma-
terials provided by national and state-
wide groups, and worked on devel-
oping initial forms in accordance
with state statutes. The group also
previewed an online program that
the district purchased called I SAFE,
a web-based program that provides
materials and support for teachers,
counselors, students, and parents.
Another effective part of the train-
ing included videos that demon-
strated simulated bullying situations,
including cyber-bullying.

Westfield’s Anti-Bullying Special-
ists include: Brenda Benimeo, Wash-
ington; Jaime LaRosa, Jefferson/
Washington; Paul Valenzano,

Westfield High School; Kristen
Ecklund, Tamaques/Edison;
Marybeth Herits, McKinley; Lynn
Slomczewski, Franklin; Jessica
Fiorentino, Lincoln; and Frank
Uveges, Tamaques/Wilson. Each
representative meets the qualifica-
tions as described by the statute, as
a guidance counselor, psychologist
or similarly trained.

Also in attendance at the training
were Lincoln Principal, Audrey
Zavetz; Franklin Principal, Eileen
Cambria and Scott Lipson; Edison
Assistant Principal, David Duelks;
Westfield High School Special Edu-
cation teacher, Jillian Scott;
Westfield High School Counselor,
Faith Qualshie; Psychology Intern,
Ashley Costanzo, Tamaques/Edison;
and Assistant Superintendent of Cur-
riculum and Instruction, Anita
O’Neal.

“We felt strongly that although
we have been doing work on this for
a while, it is important that we em-
phasize that the intent of the law is
prevention,” stated Mrs. O’Neal.
“What you try to do is create a cul-
ture where children make good so-
cial decisions, are resilient, safe and
become upstanders not bystanders.”

The next training phase in
Westfield will combine specialists
and principals who will be part of
School Safety Committees.

The August 10 training followed a
June gathering at Westfield High
School where school leaders and
board of education members from
Westfield, New Providence, Spring-
field, and Summit, attended an ad-
vanced training workshop on the new
anti-bullying legislation which goes
into effect on September 1.

The Westfield Public School Dis-
trict also has responded to the stat-
ute with a revision to its Harass-
ment, Intimidation and Bullying
policy, which is available for com-
ment and review at
www.westfieldnjk12.org. The
Westfield Board of Education will
consider the revised policy for adop-
tion at its meeting on Tuesday, Au-
gust 30 at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.

SIGN OF HOPE… 1,000 paper cranes
created by Westfield High School stu-
dents and UNICEF representatives
were sent to Japan in May. Senbazuru,
the folding of 1,000 origami cranes, is a
Japanese tradition that sends wishes of
good health, recovery, and goodwill.

Keyana Simmons Achieves
Girl Scout Gold Award

Keyana Simmons

WESTFIELD – Girl Scout Keyana
Simmons, a rising senior at Westfield
High School, recently earned her Gold
Award – the highest award available
in Girl Scouting. Approximately 6
percent of Girl Scout Seniors and
Ambassadors nationwide earn the
Gold Award.

For her Gold Award Project,
Keyana designed and renovated the
“Stargazer” Exhibit for the Jersey
Explorer Children’s Museum in East
Orange. Gary Patnosh, co-executive
director of the museum, provided her
with assistance and served as her
advisor on the project.

This area of the museum presently
is available for school children.
Through Keyana’s creative use of
chalkboard and magnetic paint, the
exhibit is now an interactive area that
features “Design Your Own Alien,”
“Jeopardy Fun Facts” and an “Earth
Wall,” which includes an interactive
matching game. The entire area is lit
by black lights and glows. A grand
opening celebration of the exhibit
occurred on April 1 at the museum.

Keyana is a member of Girl Scout
Troop No. 824 of Westfield. She is
the daughter of Eugene and Vernay
Simmons.

In earning the Gold Award, Keyana
completed a minimum of 65 hours in
planning, organizing and implement-
ing the project.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Tuesday,
September 13, 2011, for the

“2011 DOWNTOWN ROAD
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:

650 tons of 2 inch thick Hot Mix Asphalt
Surface Course

5,000 square yards of Milling, Variable
thickness

2,000 square feet Brickprint Crosswalk
Treatment

** Nighttime work may be required for
this project**

All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
21) Each bid must also be accompanied
by a Surety Company Certificate stating
that said Surety company will provide the
bidder with the required Performance bond
in the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms
included in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($25.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $25.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town, it is deemed advis-
able to do so.

Kris J. McAloon
Town Engineer

1 T - 8/25/11, The Leader Fee: $64.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Tuesday,
September 13, 2011, for the

“2011 VARIOUS ROAD IM-
PROVEMENTS IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, NEW JER-
SEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:

635 tons of 4 inch thick Hot Mix Asphalt
Base Course

11,000 tons of 2 inch thick Hot Mix
Asphalt Surface Course

95,000 square yards of Milling, Variable
thickness

475 cubic yards of roadway excavation,
unclassified

All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
21) Each bid must also be accompanied
by a Surety Company Certificate stating
that said Surety company will provide the
bidder with the required Performance bond
in the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms
included in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($25.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $25.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town, it is deemed advis-
able to do so.

Kris J. McAloon
Town Engineer

1 T - 8/25/11, The Leader Fee: $64.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that sealed pro-
posals will be received by the Borough of
Fanwood, Union County, New Jersey for
the CNJ Caboose Site Preparation – Con-
tract 3, including all work incidental thereto,
and such bids shall be opened and read in
public at the Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood New Jersey on Thurs-
day, September 1, 2011 at 10:15 AM pre-
vailing time. After proposals have been
opened, they will be reviewed and exam-
ined by Fanwood or its representatives,
the results will be made public, but until the
actual award and execution of a contract,
Fanwood reserves the right to reject all
proposals.

The Borough of Fanwood is undertaking
to set a restored Central Railroad of New
Jersey caboose. This caboose, originally
assembled in 1942, is currently situated at
the Borough’s Recycling Center. CON-
TRACT 2 involves the restoration and
painting of the caboose and this CON-
TRACT 3 will include the preparation of
the site where the caboose is to be set as
its final location at the Fanwood Commu-
nity House, 230 North Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey.

Complete sets of the bid documents for
the proposed work are on file in the Office
of the Borough Purchasing Agent at
Fanwood’s Municipal Building, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
and may be examined Monday through
Thursday between the hours of 7:30 AM
and 3 PM and Fridays from 7:30 AM until
11:00 AM, except Saturdays, Sundays
and holidays. Copies may be obtained by
prospective bidders upon application to
the Purchasing Agent and payment of a
non-refundable fee of $50.00

Contract Documents for the proposed
work are also on file at the office of T&M
Associates, Fanwood Borough Engineers,
1373 Broad Street, Suite 306, Clifton New
Jersey 07013, and may be inspected by
prospective bidders during business hours
(Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM until
5:00 PM, except holidays).

Proposals must be made on the Stan-
dard Proposal Forms in a manner desig-
nated in the contract documents, must be
enclosed in sealed envelope bearing the
name and address of the bidder and the

name of the work on the outside, ad-
dressed to the Purchasing Agent of the
Borough of Fanwood and must be accom-
panied by a Statement of Consent of Surety
from a surety company holding a Certifi-
cate of Authorization to do business in the
State of New Jersey (*AND LISTED IN
TREASURY DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR
570)and a bid guaranty for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount bid ex-
cept that the bid guarantee need not ex-
ceed $20,000.00.

The award of the Contract for this work
will not be made until the necessary funds
have been provided by the Borough of
Fanwood in a lawful manner. This project
is funded in part by a Federal Aid grant
through The New Jersey of Transportation
and all contract award and related matters
are subject to their conditions and approv-
als.

The Administrator and Engineer reserve
the right to require a complete financial and
experience statement from prospective bid-
ders showing that they have satisfactorily
completed work of the nature required be-
fore furnishing proposal forms or specifica-
tions, or before awarding the contract.

The right is also reserved to reject any or
all bids or to waive any informality where
such informality is not detrimental to the
best interest of the Borough of Fanwood.

All bids shall remain open for sixty (60)
days after the date of the opening of bids
except as provided in the Instructions to
Bidders. Bidders are required to comply
with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31
et seq. (P.L. 1975, C.127). The bidders
shall comply with P.L. 1999, C.238. the
Public Works Contractor Registration Act,
as amended by P.L. 2003, C.91 (N.J.S.A.
34:11-56.48.et.seq.).

Bidders are required to comply with the
current requirements of P.L. 1975, c.127
(Affirmative Action) and P.L. 1977, c.33
(Disclosure of Ownership).

The successful bidder shall be required
to comply with the provisions of the New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act, Chapter 150
of the Laws of 1963, effective January 1,
1964.

BY ORDER OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD

PAT HOYNES,
PURCHASING AGENT

3 T - 8/11, 8/18
& 8/25/11, The Times Fee: $279.99

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has scheduled an addi-
tional Meeting for the purpose of a Busi-
ness Meeting for TUESDAY, September
6, 2011.

 The meeting will begin at 8:00 p.m. and
be held in the Council Chambers Meeting
Room of the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services must notify the ADA
Coordinator of the Township of Scotch
Plains at least seventy-two (72) hours in
advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 8/18/11, The Times Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that MetroPCS
New York, LLC (“MetroPCS”) has filed an
application with the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment of the Township of Scotch Plains
for preliminary and final site plan approval,
a use (d-1) variance, a height (d-6) vari-
ance, a (c) variance for the height of the
fence and related relief to install six (6)
wireless telecommunications antennas
onto the existing Public Service Electric
and Gas Company transmission tower,
and related equipment at ground level, on
premises identified on the Tax Maps of the
Township of Scotch Plains as Block 12101,
Lot 6, commonly known as 1550 Cooper
Road (transmission tower located near
the end of James Court, with proximity to
Stoneleigh Drive), Scotch Plains.

Please take further notice that the appli-
cant seeks any and all variances, waivers,
approvals and/or other relief from the
Township’s zoning and site plan ordi-
nances, including but not limited to the
following variances:

D-1 (use) variance from the permitted
uses in the R-1 zone (telecommunications
facilities are not permitted anywhere in the
Township);

D-6 (height) variance from the maxi-
mum permitted height in the R-1 zone (35
feet permitted; existing height of transmis-
sion tower at 115 feet; maximum height of
proposed antennas at 113 feet);

C (height) variance whereby the maxi-
mum permitted height for fencing is 4 feet
in the front yard and the applicant is re-
questing 7 feet.

Minimum front yard in the R-1 zone at
James Court (50 feet required, antennas
at 11 feet); and

Minimum rear yard in the R-1 zone (50
feet required; antennas setback 38 feet).

A public hearing on the application has
been scheduled by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for September 8, 2011 at 7:30
p.m. at the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, Council Chambers (First Floor), 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains. When this
matter is called, you may appear either in
person or by agent or attorney and present
any objections or comments you may have
with regard to this application.

Maps, plans and other related docu-
ments submitted with the application are
on file and available for inspection at the
Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, during regular
business hours (8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.).

BROWN MOSKOWITZ & KALLEN, P.C.
Attorneys for Applicant

MetroPCS New York, LLC
By: Richard S. Schkolnick

1 T - 8/25/11, The Times Fee: $54.57

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 16th of AU-
GUST 2011.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-11

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING AN APPROPRIATION
PURSUANT TO NJSA 40A:4-
53 FOR THE PREPARATION
AND REVISION OF THE GEN-
ERAL AND PERMANENT
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-12

 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XIII ENTITLED,
“BUILDING AND HOUSING”
OF THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS REGARDING VARI-
OUS TOWNSHIP FEES FOR
ELECTRICAL FIXTURES AND
DEVICES.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 8/25/11, The Times Fee: $29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-17501-10
FILE NO. 11936-10

NOTICE TO REDEEM

AMERICAN TAX FUNDING,
PLAINTIFF VS. STAR MA-
SONRY, LLC; B. M. & P LO-
CAL 46 FRINGE BENEFIT
FUNDS; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: B.M. & P LOCAL 46 FRINGE BEN-
EFIT FUNDS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on August 18, 2011, the Superior
Court Fixed October 8, 2011 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
ROSELLE, located at 210 CHESTNUT
STREET, ROSELLE, NEW JERSEY
07203, as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 13 BLOCK 4804 on the tax dupli-
cate of  ROSELLE. Total amount required
to redeem tax sale certificate no. 07-024 is
$ 22,436.57, together with interest from
November 30, 2010  and costs of
$1,133.83.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate
of inheritance in fee simple in said lands
and premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 8/25/11, The Leader Fee: $48.96

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-27963-10
FILE NO. 12245-10

NOTICE TO REDEEM

PLYMOUTH PARK TAX SER-
VICES LLC; PLAINTIFF VS.
HERBERT WOMACK;
JENNIE CHU; SOVEREIGN
BANK; UNON CO BD SOCIAL
SERVS; SHARON WOMACK;
LEONARD J. CORWIN, M.D.,
P.A.; JABLONS MITCHELL;
UNITED JERSEY BANK N/K/
A BANK OF AMERICA; AVCO
FINANCIAL SERVICES N/K/A
CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES;
COLORADO CAPITAL A/K/A
COLORADO CAPITAL IN-
VESTMENTS INC.;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: SHARON WOMACK; JABLONS
MITCHELL;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on August 18, 2011, the Superior
Court Fixed  October 3, 2011 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060, as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 47 BLOCK 7 on the tax duplicate of
PLAINFIELD.  Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 08-002 is
$30,081.43, together with interest from
June 30, 2011  and costs of $1,428.50.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate
of inheritance in fee simple in said lands
and premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 8/25/11, The Leader Fee: $56.10

The U of Chicago
Announces Dean’s List

CHICAGO, Ill. – The University
of Chicago announced that Eamon
Hartnett of Westfield earned Dean’s
List status for the 2010-2011 aca-
demic year.

He is a rising senior and the son of
Edward and Mimi Hartnett of
Westfield.
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Support Free Outdoor Music
with MusicFest Sponsorship
UNION COUNTY – Music fans

can show their support for the 14th
annual Union County MusicFest
this September, by becoming a
“Friends of MusicFest” individual
sponsor. Artists confirmed for
MusicFest so far include Blondie,
Neon Trees, Paul Rodgers of Bad
Company, Live’s Ed Kowalczyk,
Toad the Wet Sprocket, Southside
Johnny, the Smithereens, among
others.

MusicFest is part of the Union
County Fair, scheduled this year
from Wednesday September 14
through Sunday September 18. Free
MusicFest concerts are staged each
day along with carnival rides, food
and craft vendors, and much more.

Friends of MusicFest individual
sponsorships are offered by the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (UCPAC), an integral partner
with Union County in presenting
MusicFest.

For complete details, visit
ucmusicfest.org and follow the
Sponsors link to Friends of
MusicFest.

The Friends of MusicFest area
will also include intimate, exclu-
sive performances by Mike Peters,
Cy Curnin of The Fixx, Brian
McVernon, and many more.

Generous sponsorships, includ-
ing that of presenting sponsor Over-
look Medical Center and other cor-
porate and local businesses, have
helped to offset the cost of staging
MusicFest since its inception.
Friends of MusicFest sponsorships

were offered for the first time last
year, to enable individual music fans
to join in the tradition.

This year, Friends of MusicFest
sponsorships are available at $30
per person for Friday September
16, $40 for Saturday September 17,
and $30 for Sunday September 18.
Sunday is New Jersey Family Day
presented by Kean University, fea-
turing the Smithereens and head-
lined by Southside Johnny and the
Asbury Jukes.

For a package of all three days, the
sponsorship is $60 per person. As a
token of appreciation, Friends of
MusicFest sponsors each receive
three free beverages and free onsite
parking. Friends of MusicFest also
have use of the Jack Daniels Lounge,
featuring seating and nearby bath-
room facilities. This year, the lounge
has been moved to a new location
between the two main stages for
better views of both stages.

For all information on the Union
County Fair including Friends of
MusicFest and new MusicFest
lineup announcements, visit
theucfair.org, ucmusicfest.org.

“The Help”
A Domestic Problem

3 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

It’s about time I got to review
something like Tate Taylor’s “The
Help,” a vital work with a begin-
ning, middle, end and something
important to say. Inundated by the
summer of FX, where every mo-
ment of almost every movie has at-
tempted to emulate the last two min-
utes of a 4th of July fireworks ex-
travaganza, I was trapped inside a
pinball machine.

But ah, relief has sprung. It’s like
finally being in the company of adults
after far too much time among the
whims and vagaries of adolescence.
This fine film adapted from Kathryn
Stockett’s bestselling novel of the
same title, about race relations in the
South, circa the early ‘60’s, proves
they can still make ‘em liked they
used to, on occasion.

Astute car-casting sets the sociol-
ogy and time as pretty Skeeter
(Emma Stone), just graduated from
Ole Miss, drives her blue Cadillac
convertible to the Jackson Journal in
search of a career. No future mint
julep drinking matron here…no
ma’am. She unfurls a letter of pos-
sible employment at a N.Y.C. pub-
lishing house, if she can “gain expe-
rience.”

A pixyish sort, the editor is swayed
by her moxie. And as it just so hap-
pens, he needs a new household hints
columnist. While Skeeter doesn’t
know a thing about keeping house,
they both agree that one has to start
a life of belles-lettres somewhere.
The irony is that, in a manner of
speaking, she is about to become an
expert on domestic affairs.

Domestic as in maid, that
is…specifically, the African-Ameri-
can women who have cooked,
cleaned and essentially raised the
children of Jackson, Mississippi’s
white families, uninterruptedly, since
the slave days. It starts off rather
naively. Skeeter just had a few ques-
tions.

But domestic problem is soon de-
fined in its national sense when, in
hoping that Viola Davis’s superbly
played maid, Aibileen, might help
her with tips about getting stains out
of garments and the such, it opens a
can of worms which leads to shock-
ing insights. Filmmaker Taylor as-
tutely weaves a superbly tangled web
of black and white stories.

 It also gets personal. When she
learns that Constantine (Cicely
Tyson), the housekeeper who raised
her, has unexplainably left the
family’s employment, Skeeter takes
note of a syndrome. The black help
showers its affection on the white
kids who, with few exceptions, grow
up to be just as prejudiced as their
parents. Well, by gum, not Skeeter.

Further inspired by the cosmo-
politan editor, Miss Stein (Mary
Steenburgen), in the Big Apple,
Eugenia ‘Skeeter’ Phelan, smartly

exacted by Emma Stone, asks
Aibileen to help her really clean
house, to tell what it’s like to be on
her end of Jim Crowism. And just in
case that’s not risky enough, could
she get her fellow maids to contrib-
ute their stories?

Diametrically opposed to the
epiphany Skeeter secretly makes
her cause celebre is Bryce Dallas
Howard’s Hilly Holbrook, self-ap-
pointed leader of those former debs
who now embrace the status quo.
Hilly won’t be happy until every
lily white home has separate toilet
facilities for its black servants. Be-
sides, she justifies, it’ll add value to
your house.

Supplying tension and heart-
rending emotion, the script tells a
parallel tale from the help’s per-
spective. While devoted to the little
charges who too rarely receive nur-
turing from their parents, Aibileen
knows what punishment awaits if
it’s found she’s sharing confidences.
Colleague Minny Jackson’s
(Octavia Spencer) plight is just as
trenchant.

There was a time Minny’s leg-
endary fried chicken protected her
from the more severe wiles of the
system. But when she suffers the
brunt of scapegoatism employers
routinely used to deflect blame from
their own ghastly behavior, she also
joins the underground confederacy
supplying Skeeter info for a tell-all
book. She has plenty to tell, too.

Offering a seriocomic angle from
which to view the desperate man-
ner employed by the landed gentry
to preserve its socioeconomic pri-
macy, Jessica Chastain’s Celia Foote
is the only gal unafraid to hire the
ostracized Minny. Unaccepted as
well “Because,” as Minny bluntly
puts it, “you white trash,” her sexy
innocence is humorously touching.

Of lesser importance, meant to
underline how the crusading Skeeter
diverges from her rigidly indoctri-
nated contemporaries, is the sub-
plot about her hapless social life.
She’d like to pick and choose…opt
only for the folkways and mores of
her culture she still holds dear.
Whether she can find a local beau
sympathetic to that path remains to
be seen.

Moving, intelligent and told via
stellar performances, novelist
Kathryn Stockett’s uniquely per-
sonal look at the civil rights struggle
reminds that the humanitarian work
that gained momentum in the 1960s
remains unfinished. Combined with
a profoundly ennobling paean to sis-
terhood, this eye-opener just might
be “The Help” the cause needs.

…
 “The Help,” rated PG-13, is a

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pic-
tures release directed by Tate Tay-
lor and stars Emma Stone, Bryce
Dallas Howard and Octavia Spen-
cer. Running time: 137 minutes

Fall Registration at the
NJWA Music Studio

MUSIC TO MY EARS…The New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts Music Stu-
dio offers a variety of programs for
students of all ages. Registration is
now underway for the fall semester of
classes and orchestra membership.

WESTFIELD - Music can add so
much enrichment to our lives.
Whether a musician is a novice just
learning the basics, or an experienced
player improving upon his skills, the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) Music Studio can provide
the appropriate level of instruction.

With a creative staff of highly
skilled music educators and profes-
sional artists, NJWA Founder and
Executive Director Dr. Ted
Schlosberg ensures that “Each stu-
dent enrolled will be matched with
the appropriate faculty member who
has the knowledge and experience
to design a suitable learning atmo-
sphere for the individual learner.”

He also stated, “The staff mem-
bers are experienced teachers who
encourage students in their indi-
vidual goals, whether for personal
enjoyment or to prepare for perfor-
mances, auditions or music compe-
titions.”

The fall semester, which begins
on September 11, offers individual
vocal and instrumental lessons, for
both children and adults, in a 30, 45
or 60-minute format. There are sepa-
rate fall, winter, spring and summer
sessions, for which students may reg-
ister at any time and tuition will be
pro-rated accordingly.

The Music Studio also offers a
group piano program for ages 4 and
older entitled Kids on Keys. In this
exciting and innovative class, stu-
dents use the Musique Rapide
method, an accelerated program,
which helps them grasp the funda-
mentals of reading music.

Returning for the fall will be Violin
Magic, a group violin course in which
adult students will learn the basics of
playing this instrument, using an
eclectic approach, with methods de-
veloped by Dr. Schlosberg. Students
will learn theory and the fundamen-
tals of playing on all four strings in
the first position, using a wide range
of materials which includes a basic
text book, repertoire, duet, rhythm
studies, scales and ensemble music.

The Music Studio also provides
opportunities for area musicians to
play in its summer ensembles, as well
as year-round orchestras. Among
these are the NJWA Concert Band,
NJWA Summer Symphony, Rockin’
Jazz Band, International Alphorn
Society Ensemble, and the Saturday
Matinee Orchestra.

Several other divisions of the NJWA
include the Westfield Summer Work-
shop, Kids ‘n’ Arts, the Westfield
Fencing Club, the Music Connec-
tion and the Westfield Art Gallery.
Additional classes and programs
are often added to the schedule dur-
ing the year.

The organization also has a vari-
ety of new and used musical instru-
ments available for purchase or
rental in its Music Store.

For a brochure or more informa-
tion on any program of the NJWA,
please phone (908) 789-9696; visit
the studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

UC Fair and MusicFest
September 14 –18 in Clark

CLARK – The Union County Fair
and MusicFest will be held in Oak
Ridge Park in Clark from Wednes-
day, September 14, to Sunday, Sep-
tember 18.

The fair begins on Wednesday,
September 14, and will feature over
20 favorite amusement rides includ-
ing an 80-foot ferris wheel will thrill
people of all ages. A midway filled
with games, music and activities will
add to the fun and excitement. Thurs-
day is Family Day when you can get
endless rides with the purchase of a
wristband, and make sure to stay for
the Thursday night fireworks that
kick off the weekend celebration.

On Saturday and Sunday, the Fair
expands to include the Kids King-
dom Traveling Jubilee with activi-
ties and free performances just for
children, along with GaminRide’s
32-foot mobile video game lounge
and mobile laser maze, a new ex-
panded Marketplace that features
Jersey Fresh produce among a vast
array of delicious foods and bever-
ages, and much more. Comfort sta-
tions are available for parents with
little ones.

Performances will begin on Fri-
day, September 16, and will run
through Sunday, September 18, fea-
turing the following performances:
Friday, September 16 – LIVE’s Ed
Kowalczyk and Collective Soul; Sat-
urday, September 17 – Mike Peters

along with the School of Rock
Allstars, Nicole Atkins and The Black
Sea, Toad the Wet Sprocket, Neon
Trees, Paul Rodgers and headliner,
Blondie; Sunday, September 18 –
School of Rock Tribute to
Springsteen, The Smithereens and
Southside Johnny.

Other events include: September
16 – 18 Hell On Wheels, a leading
action sports entertainment company
where the world’s top riders come
together; The Marketplace and the
Green Village Collective, a dramatic
interactive installation made with re-
cycled plastic water bottles, exhibits
on conservation and sustainability,
and artworks using recycled materi-
als by local artists.

On Saturday September 17, the
Rock On! Walkathon/5K Rock and
Run will take place. The event is
dedicated to the fight against cancer.
This year’s event continues the com-
mitment to make a difference glo-
bally and locally, and will again ben-
efit the Love Hope Strength Founda-
tion and The Valerie Fund.

On September 17 – 18, Kids King-
dom, a fun filled event created just
for kids and their families featuring
rides, games, educational and inter-
active experiences plus non-stop stage
performances by musicians geared
just for kids will open.

For more information, visit
ucmusicfest.com.

Archery Safety Lessons
Available At Oak Ridge Park

CLARK – The sport of archery is
alive and well in Union County and
there is no time like the present to
enjoy the Union County Archery
Range at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.
The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders announces that archery
safety classes are available for people
who would like to learn the basics of
archery.

Each archery course is two hours
long and consists of a safety training
session followed by hands-on instruc-
tion at the range. The fee is $20 per
person. There will be a minimum of
eight and a maximum of 24 partici-
pants per class.

Archery equipment is provided by
the County of Union and lessons are
taught by a trained and certified USA
Archery Instructor and/or a trained
and certified 4-H National Archery
Instructor.

Group archery lessons are sched-
uled for Sunday, September 11, at 2
p.m. and Sunday, September 25, at 2
p.m.

After successful completion of the
lesson and a safety questionnaire,
participants are qualified to purchase
a Union County Archery Range ID
card that permits them to use Union
County’s Archery Range. The range
is open daily, dawn to dusk.

Anyone who has already completed
an accredited archery safety course

can call (908) 527-4900 for informa-
tion about purchasing a Union County
Archery Range ID Card.

The fee for the ID card is $20 for
adult Union County residents and
$10 for youths and seniors. The Union
County fee also applies to residents
of Edison. The ID card fee for all
other out-of-county residents is $30
for adults and $15 for youths and
seniors.

Archery safety class space is lim-
ited, so reservations are required.
Anyone interested in learning the safe
use of a bow and arrow should call
the reservation desk at the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900. Registration for an archery
safety class is on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Private family and small group les-
sons for eight or fewer people also
are available. Please call (908) 654-
9854 to schedule a private small group
lessons.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROCK ROYALTY...Almost Queen, a Queen cover band, performed at the Union
County Summer Arts Festival Concert Series held at Oak Ridge Park in  Clark
August 17. The free series concludes Wednesday, August 31, with The Nerds, a
high-energy rock and roll band, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

REGISTRATION TIMES:

Tuesday, September 6th:
12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

Wednesday, September 7th:
12:00 - 4:00pm

Thursday, September 8th:
12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

137 Central Ave., 2nd Fl. Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-3011

Visit Our

Website To See

Why People Are

Choosing Us!

WESTFIELD SCHOOL OF DANCE
2011-2012 Season

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
Pointe • Hip Hop
Pre-School Dance

Little Stars Ballerina Program
(Dance for Special Needs)

New Classes Begin Sept 12
908-789-3011

www.thewestfieldschoolofdance.com

August:
Every Tues., Wed. & Thurs. - 10:00am - 3:00pm

Continuo Arts
Upcoming Events

SUMMIT – On Tuesday, Sep-
tember 6, Continuo Arts will host
an Open House Sing-In at the
Historic Twin Maples Estate, 214
Springfield Avenue, Summit. In-
terested new singers and potential
members are welcome to partici-
pate with one of several
intergenerational choral en-
sembles available for all ages.

Sing-a-long with: Children’s
Chorus (ages 6-13) 4:30-5:30
p.m., The Continuos + Singers
(boys + girls ages 13-18) 5:30-7
p.m. and Civic Chorale (Adult
Singers) 7:30-9 p.m.

On Wednesday, September 7,
Continuo Arts will hold Seniors
Sing!, from 11 a.m. to 12 noon at
the Summit Community Center,
100 Morris Avenue, Summit. All
area senior citizens are invited to
Seniors Sing, a light-hearted cho-
ral program offered by the
Continuo Arts Foundation and
Summit Community Programs,
and partially funded by a grant
from the Summit Area Public
Foundation. No experience or
training needed, just a love of
singing.

For additional information, call
(908) 264-5324 or visit the website
at continuoarts.com.

Bark-a-Que Set For
September 17

SUMMIT – The first annual Bark-
a-Que will be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 17, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the Village Green located at the inter-
section of Maple and Broad Street.
The event will benefit the Home for
Good dog rescue organization.

Featured will be games, contests,
family and dog photo contests, as
well as a silent auction, microchip
clinic and “Ask the Vet” tent. Dog
adoptions will also take place.

Local vendors will be on hand to
provide food and beverage and there
will be live entertainment.

To register for this event, email
contacthfg@gmail.com, or call (908)
598-8212. Sponsors are also being
sought.

Pet supplies and donations are ac-
cepted. For more information visit
homeforgooddogs.org.

Free Beginning Bridge
Lessons Offered

LIVINGSTON - Essex Bridge Cen-
ter will be offering beginning bridge
lessons starting in September. The
morning session will begin Thurs-
day, September 8, and run from 9:10
until 11:40 a.m. The evening session
begins Monday, September 12, and
runs from 6:30 until 9 p.m.

The first six lessons of this series
and the book for the course are free of
charge. This is a chance to learn by
actually playing along with other be-
ginners No partner is necessary and
free light refreshments will be served
Learn a fun, challenging game and
make new friends.

Essex Bridge Center is located up-
stairs in VFW Post 2856 at 95 W. Mt.
Pleasant Avenue in Livingston.

For more information, visit
www.essexbridgecenter.com or call
(973) 535-9262.

Reading is good for you!Reading is good for you!Reading is good for you!Reading is good for you!Reading is good for you!
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Westfield Symphony Orchestra Forms
Partnership with New Philharmonic

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – As the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) an-
nounces the start of its new season, it
also has announced exciting news – it
has entered into a partnership with
Morristown’s New Philharmonic of
New Jersey to form an entity with a

nessman.
In a financial climate where other

orchestras are giving up and closing
shop (like Morristown’s Colonial
Symphony), he was looking for ways
to expand his orchestra’s horizons
with new ideas and eclectic program-
ming. Joining forces with the New
Philharmonic allows both groups to

save money by consoli-
dating office staff and
publicity expenses, save
rehearsal costs by per-
forming the same con-
cert twice, and allows
both access to new ven-
ues.

An important aspect
of this collaboration will
be performances in both
Westfield and
Morristown. Most of-
ten, the orchestra will
perform first at The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, and the same
program the following
night under the aegis of
Musica Morristown in
the modern Dolan Per-
formance Hall at the
College of St. Elizabeth.
Westfield Symphony’s
Maestro Wroe will share

some conducting duties with Leon
Hyman, conductor of the New Phil-
harmonic.

The board of the New Philhar-
monic of New Jersey was impressed
with both the business plan and ar-
tistic vision presented by Maestro
Wroe, and pleased to find a dynamic
partner in collaboration. Barry

Zucker, the president of the board of
trustees of the New Philharmonic,
said, “This joint venture is certainly
to the benefit of Morris County and
its adjacent markets, and a wonder-
ful thing for the community which
appreciates what a symphony or-
chestra has to offer. In these times,
everyone needs to collaborate to
make it possible to continue the ex-
cellent tradition of both orchestras
in doing what we do so well.”

Still, “orchestras can’t just con-
tinue with the old model of overture,
concerto, dead German [composer],”
said Maestro Wroe. And while it is
stated humorously, there is a lot of
truth in that.

For symphony orchestras to con-
tinue into the future, they must cul-
tivate new audiences, and today’s
generation, raised with television and
computers, is more visually oriented
than their parents. While the old
standards will always form the back-
bone of symphonic repertoire, the
upcoming season also includes vi-
sual delights, including a silent
movie with live symphonic
soundtrack, a fabulous program with
the famed Dance Theatre of Harlem,
and Westfield’s always sold-out New
Year’s Eve extravaganza with sing-
ers straight from the Broadway stage.

“We are on a roll,” said Maestro
Wroe. “Carried forward by what I
believe to be another eclectic, re-
freshing and diverse program and
exciting expansion opportunities. I
can’t wait for the new season to
begin!”

And the new season is beginning
soon – a 9/11 memorial concert
entitled “America the Brave,” to be
presented Saturday, September 10,
in Westfield and Sunday, Septem-
ber 11, in Morristown. The pro-
gram will include well-known mu-
sic by American composers: Aaron
Copland’s magnificent “Fanfare for
the Common Man,” Samuel
Barber’s elegiac “Adagio for
Strings” and Irving Berlin’s clas-
sic, “God Bless America.” After
intermission, they will perform that
great homage to America, Antonin
Dvorak’s “New World Symphony.”

For more information, or to pur-
chase tickets, call the box office at
(908) 232-9400 or visit
westfieldsymphony.org.

Maestro David Wroe

Westfield Symphony Orchestra

Free Concert by The Nerds
At Oak Ridge Park, Aug. 31
CLARK – The

Union County Sum-
mer Arts Festival
concert series con-
cludes its 51st sea-
son on Wednesday,
August 31, with an
evening of energetic
party music per-
formed by The
Nerds. The Union
County Board of
Chosen Freeholders,
led by Chairwoman
Deborah P. Scanlon,
invites the public to
attend this free concert that begins
at 7:30 p.m. at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark.

You can’t help but have fun when
you spend an evening with The
Nerds. Enjoy sheer entertainment
with the band that combines high-
energy rock and roll with a stage
show of pure talent and comedy.
For more than 25 years, these Jer-
sey guys – Biff, Spaz, Stretch and
Mongo – have performed their en-
dearing brand of rock and pop cov-
ers on a whirlwind ride that has
taken them from popular watering
holes along the Jersey Shore to
Carnegie Hall and the set of “Good
Morning America.” And now they
make their triumphant return to
Union County.

The Union County information
van will be at the concert site with
personnel from the Union County

Police, Division of Emergency
Management, Bureau of Environ-
mental Health and other knowl-
edgeable Union County staff to
answer questions and offer infor-
mation about helpful programs and
recreational activities that are
available to Union County resi-
dents.

Sponsored by Union Center Na-
tional Bank and the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, the
August 31 concert by The Nerds is
free of charge. Lawn chairs, blan-
kets and picnic baskets are encour-
aged. Refreshments and snacks will
be available from vendors.

For rain information, call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
558-4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of
the scheduled concert, or visit the
Union County website, ucnj.org.

Shakespeare in the Park
Labor Day Weekend

dynamic presence in both Union and
Morris Counties.

Maestro David Wroe, the WSO’s
Conductor and Artistic Director, was
the driving force behind this collabo-
ration. Maestro Wroe clearly wears a
number of hats: in addition to con-
ducting and choosing repertoire, he
is an impresario and an astute busi-

WESTFIELD  – Troupe of Friends
and the Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment will present William
Shakespeare’s King Richard II on
Labor Day weekend, September 2-4.

The play examines the transfer of
political power from King Richard to
his cousin, Bullingbrook, the future
King Henry IV. Allegiances change,
loyal followers stay true and family
bonds are tested as power shifts from
one party to another.

Performances will be held at the
gazebo in Mindowaskin Park on East
Broad Street in Westfield on Friday
and Saturday evenings at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday afternoon at 2 p.m.

In the event of rain, performances
will be held in the Westfield Munici-
pal Building Community Room. There
is no charge and all are encouraged to
bring chairs or blankets for seating.

For more information, go to troupe-
of-friends.com.

Troupe of Friends’ Production of King Richard II

Westfield Sweet
Sounds Downtown

Jazz Festival
Tuesday, August 30

7 – 9 p.m.
The Ashley Pettet Trio –

Central Avenue
Too Blue Lou and the Groove
E. Broad Street & North Ave.

Les Jumelles Jazz –
Elm Street

The Jim Martocci Quartet –
North Avenue

SP Resident Gets Swept Up in Pageants,
Makes Life-Long Friends in the Process

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Ironically,
sometimes words come back to haunt
us. Just ask Scotch Plains resident
Sally Johnston, who told her hus-
band, Bob, in 1966 that she did not
want “anything to do with that stupid
pageant.” She was referring to the
local Miss Union County Pageant, a
preliminary competition that leads
up to Miss America.

It was run at that time by the Scotch

Plains/Fanwood Jaycees. As a mem-
ber of the Jaycees, Bob was sched-
uled to help with the pageant, and he
dragged Sally along against her will.

Sally Johnston has had to eat those
words about the pageant, because for
the last 45 years, she has been a part
of the Miss America Organization in
one way or another.

“It’s funny how fast I got swept up
in the program,” she says. “At the
rehearsal of that first pageant, I saw
this poor girl who did a dance routine

that just stopped in the middle of the
song because of the talent segment
time constraints. I helped her cho-
reograph a better ending. Then an-
other gal’s dress was too big and I
altered it for her. After that I started
to get more involved backstage.”

From being a “helping hand” back-
stage, Sally – everyone is asked to call
her that – presently is the co-executive
director of the Miss New Jersey Pag-
eant that is now aptly named the Miss
NJ Education Foundation because of
the thousands of dollars it gives in
scholarships to the contestants.

During those 45 years, Sally has
worn many hats – as chaperon, local
director, local judge, state judge and
even the traveling companion of Miss
America herself.

From the mid-1970s through the
1980s, she worked as co-director of
Miss Union County, and later served
on the board of Miss New Jersey. As
chaperon of Miss New Jersey, she
yearly attended the national pageants
held in Atlantic City and now goes to
Las Vegas with Miss New Jerseys,
serving as what is referred to today
as the “traveling companion.” In the
’90s, she stepped forward to help run
the New Jersey state competition in
Ocean City by also serving as co-
executive director of the non-profit
organization.

 “Yes, I’ve worn a lot of hats
through the years,” she laughs. She
mentors, teaches, guides and often
acts as a confidant to Miss New Jer-
sey. “Sometimes I almost become
their ‘new best friend’ because we
spend so much time together. The
girls share their dreams and fears
with me. I find, though, that as I
teach them new things, in turn, they
teach me new things,” she said.

For Sally, the most fulfilling as-
pect of her volunteer job is traveling
with the Miss New Jersey in her
appearances, which average two to
four a week, depending upon the
queen’s college and/or work sched-
ule. Each Miss New Jersey promotes
a social platform or charity and
speaks at schools and civic organiza-
tions on behalf of it.

After half a century with a program
of this magnitude, what keeps her
involvement fresh? “Each year, it’s a
different experience with a new gal,”
Sally says with a contagious smile
and a gleam in her deep turquoise
eyes. Yet along with the newness of
each Miss New Jersey, she gets to see
old friends who also are a part of the
Miss America Organization. “Some
of my lifelong best friends – other
directors and traveling companions –
are from the pageant.”

This dedicated, passionate volun-
teer has facts and figures to support
why Miss America is worthy of her
lifetime efforts. “What many people
don’t know is that Miss America is
the largest volunteer army in America.
Volunteers like me are helping young
women from the age of 18-24 to
make their dreams come true. These
young women are some of America’s
best role models – they are in the top
of their class, they devote time and
energy to developing their talents and
staying physically fit. On top of that,
they spend countless hours volun-
teering in their communities.”

She continued, “This program
helps young women with life skills
by prepping them for interviews and
public speaking. Our Miss New Jer-
sey contestants can get up and speak
in front of any size group after pre-
paring for the interview segment of
competition.”

Concerning competition itself,
Sally tells each new crop of Miss New
Jersey contestants, “When you look
at the others, look with eyes of love,
not envy, or jealousy. Only one girl
goes home with the crown of Miss
New Jersey, but you are making
friends in this pageant that could last
a lifetime.” Sally knows this for sure,
since she calls all of her Miss New
Jerseys lifetime friends.

For more information about the
local pageant or the state pageant,
visit missunioncountynj.com or the
state’s website at
missnewjersey.net.

***
The Westfield Leader and The

Times freelance reporter, Susan
Dougherty, was Miss Union County
1967 and 1969 and currently is a
state field director for the Miss New
Jersey Pageant for Miss America.

The Nerds

Photo by Richard Krauss, Official Miss NJ Photographer
BEAUTIFUL GIRLS…In Ocean City in June, Katharyn Nicolle, left, became
Miss New Jersey 2011-12 and will compete for the Miss America crown in
January in Las Vegas. She is congratulated after the final competition by her new
traveling companion, Sally Johnston of Scotch Plains, and friend Michelle
Goldberg, the current Miss Union County.

Schedule
September 2-5

Daily 4:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Friday, September 2

 Live music from Rewind
Saturday, September 3

Mass in Italian immediately
followed by a procession and live

music by the Mike Aramondo
Band and RB Express

Sunday, September 4 – Live
music from the Broadcasters

Monday, September 5
Live music features the VooDudes

The St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Parish and Academy are located at
2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains.

For more information, visit
stbartholomewchurch.org.

St. Bart’s Annual Italian Festival Set
For Labor Day Weekend

SCOTCH PLAINS – Perhaps the
best-kept secret in New Jersey is
the traditional Annual Labor Day
Italian Feast in Scotch Plains, hosted
by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Chapter of UNICO, St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church and St.
Bartholomew’s Academy. The fes-
tival has been an annual tradition
honoring San Nicola di Bari, the
patron saint of the town of
Montazzoli, Italy, since 1974. The
feast is truly a great family event
and has something for everyone to
enjoy. There is nightly live music,
rides, games and great food includ-
ing favorites like pizza, pasta,
zeppoles, clams, mussels and
calzones. In addition, there are
nightly 50/50 drawings and a super
50/50 raffle on Monday.

All proceeds benefit St.

Bartholomew the Apostle Church
and Academy and the Scotch Plains
UNICO organization.

Email us at: gillespiesfoods@yahoo.com
856 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ
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l'ennemi du journalisteProbitas Verus Honos

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

“Make them pay,” St. Joseph
slugger Bruce Evans said after
each of the two times that he had
been intentionally walked. And
each time his team came through
as St. Joseph, top seeded in the
Angels Division, denied fourth-
seeded St. Jude its chance at
glory with a 5-3 victory in the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League playoffs at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on August 22.

Just after Evans received his
first intentional walk in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning, team-
mate Jim Barba worked a walk
then Dave Weischadle lined a
two-run single to center, and
Matt Daly added an RBI single to
left to highlight a four-run in-
ning. After Evans was intention-
ally walked in the sixth, Barba
bashed an RBI single to left, and
it was all the Joe boys needed to
reign supreme in the fast-paced
game that lasted only one hour.

Timely offense was not the only
thing that made the Jude men
pay, but a polished defense pre-
vented more Judes from dancing
on home plate. Centerfielder Daly
made several fine catches that
prevented, perhaps, three runs.
His third impressive snag re-
sulted in the final out of the
game. While covering second
base, Weischadle also contrib-
uted several fine scoops. When
he shifted to play first base, Barba
manned second and made a great
leaping stab in the sixth inning.

WEISCHADLE RIPS 2-RUN SINGLE, DALY GOES 2-FOR-2, JOHN CHUPKO GOES 2-FOR-2

Top-Seeded St. Joseph Denies St. Jude in Angels Playoff, 5-3
St. Joseph veteran pitcher Frank

Chupko, who had been credited
with his 300th career victory a
month ago, scattered 11 hits and
walked one, but his biggest nem-
esis was his brother John, who
tapped him for a pair of singles
and an RBI in his two plate ap-
pearances. Jude slugger Varujuan
Baboomian (run scored) inflicted

some major damage with a
“booming” triple. Nick Vacca and
Mike White each rapped RBI
singles. Tony Blasi (run scored),
Larry Szenyi, Kevin Walsh, Rob
Del Cid, Joe DeChiaro and Rich
Pitonzo each singled, and Rich
Suriano walked and scored once.

In his only other plate appear-
ance, Evans poked a single to

left. Weischadle finished 2-for-3,
with two RBI and a run scored,
while Daly finished 2-for-2 with
an RBI. Ed Villaverde tripled and

scored, Lou Messano singled and
scored, and Dean Talcott singled.

The first two innings was nothing
more than a pitchers’ duel be-
tween veterans Chupko and Blasi,
but there was a little joviality after
Blasi failed to beat out an infield
single in the top of the second.

“If it was downhill, he would
have made it,” said Szenyi jok-

ingly.
After Walsh grounded out to

lead off the third, anxious to get
some runs on the board, DeChiaro
shouted, “One out! One base at a
time!”

Suriano worked a walk, John

Chupko singled and Szenyi
singled to load the bases.

As White stepped to the plate,
teammate Ed Marchelitis
hollered, “Mike White! All we need
from you is a hit.”

White whacked an RBI single to
center to give Jude a 1-0 lead.

“We broke the ice,” added
Marchelitis.

St. Joseph was silent in the
bottom of the third, but
Marchelitis was not in the fourth.
“We got to make noise at the top
[of the order],” he said.

The Judes did bark a bit with
singles from Vacca and Pitronzo,
but home plate never received a
thud from a cleat.

With Messano on second, the
Joe boys scored all four of their
runs in the bottom of the fourth
with two men out. Evans and
Barba received their free passes.
Weischadle rapped his two-run
single, but a throwing error also
allowed Barba to score, then Daly
followed with his RBI single.

In the fifth, Blasi singled and
scored on John Chupko’s superbly
placed RBI single to right to nar-
row the score to 4-2.

In the Joseph sixth inning,
Villaverde, who had grounded
out to first in his previous at-bat,
stepped to the plate.

“Ed! Hit it further than last
time,” Frank Chupko suggested.

Evan added, “We need a little
more insurance!”

Villaverde listened and looped
a long triple down the right field
line. After Evans received his
second intentional walk, Barba
bashed an RBI single to left.

Baboomian blasted his one-out
triple in the seventh and scored
on Vacca’s RBI sacrifice fly to
right. Daly snared Pitronzo’s dif-
ficult fly ball to center for the final
out.

St. Jude 001 010 1 3
St. Joseph 000 401 x 5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEPPING GENTLY ON THE BAG…St. Jude first baseman Ed Marchelitis steps on the bag to get the putout on St.
Joseph’s Tony Perfilio in the third inning. St. Joseph defeated St. Jude, 5-3, at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

The chronologically advanced
(50+ age group) may remember
a song from the ancient date of
1966 called “Lightnin’ Strikes”
(Again) sang by a fellow who was
known as Lou Christie (real name
Lugee Alfredo Giovanni Sacco).

Christie used his spectacular
falsetto, Frankie Valle (Four Sea-
sons) like voice to catapult
“Lightnin’ Strikes” to the top of
the charts on February 19 of that
year.

Well lightning strikes played
two major roles in the progress
of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Saints Division
playoff game between St. John
and St. Anne.

The St. Anne boys finished in
the cellar of the division with a 7-
13 record and received the fifth
seed. They were set up as the
visiting team to face the fourth-
seeded St. John boys, who fin-
ished with a 9-12 record, at Terrill
School Field in Scotch Plains on
August 18.

The John boys battered the
Annies with six runs in the bottom
of the first inning, but the Annies
chipped back to make the score
6-3 after two innings. But Mother
Nature had some big ideas of her
own. Flashes from the sky just
beyond the power lines along the
railroad tracks at Terrill Field made
the participants’ knees a bit shaky,
especially those of the umpire
who promptly called the game.

Rescheduled for the next
evening, August 19, this time at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains,
a full complement of John boys
took to the field, while the Annies
could field only nine players.

Dark clouds were floating be-
yond the centerfield and right

field expanses, but an even more
ominously churning black mass
of clouds was creeping closer
and closer from behind the back-
stop. Yearning to get one in the
books, both teams courageously
played on.

St. Anne leadoff hitter Tom

Straniero found an open spot in
leftfield for a base hit, and Gerry
Riepe followed with a single to
right. Nash Warfield tapped a
dribbler back to the mound, which

resulted in Straniero being forced
out at third. Chris Giordano poked
an RBI single, Art Hobble punched
a single to center and John Veglia
lofted an RBI sacrifice fly to right
to give the Annies a 2-0 lead.

“Let’s get them right back,”
advised St. John outfielder Larry

Fleischman as he pranced in to
bat.

His advice was well taken. Mike
Cuccurullo drilled a lined shot off
the centerfielder’s glove. Gus

Alvarez lashed a double to cen-
ter, putting runners on second
on third with no outs. Perhaps
considered a form of strategy,
Kevin Spellman was intention-
ally walked, loading the bases
for John Deitch, who whacked a
three-run triple over the

leftfielder’s head. Dave Hill
worked a walk then Deitch scored
the fourth run on Chris Nardi’s
groundout to the pitcher.

“That’s not a lot guys! Not a lot!

Let’s get them right back,”
shouted Warfield.

“They got six last night, so that’s
two less,” Straniero pointed out.

First baseman Cuccurullo made
a fine play to nab Steve Abrunzo
for the first out. Joe McEvoy
grounded out to second, and
Cuccurullo made an unassisted
putout for the third out.

“Come on guys! 1-2-3! They
got all they can get,” shouted
Warfield as he positioned himself
in centerfield.

St. John’s John DeProspero led
off the inning with a triple to
center. Corey Woodring
grounded out to short but was
quite surprised to see DeProspero
still planted on third.

“I didn’t get an RBI on that?” He
said.

Floyd Roberts popped up to
short, but Stan Lesniewski
pushed an RBI single into right-
center to give the Johnnies a 5-
2 lead.

Riepe led off the third with his
second single of the game, and
Warfield’s fly ball was caught in
right. Giordano plopped a single
into shallow right, which placed
two Annies on base with one out.
A flash of lightning was noticed,
but a second more meaningful
flash halted the game. Both cloud
masses converged on Jerseyland.
Both teams headed for their cars.

St. Anne 20x 2
St. John 41 5

DEITCH BOOMS 3-RUN TRIPLE, DePROSPERO TRIPLE; GIORDANO, RIEPE BOTH GO 2-FOR-2

Lightning Strikes Again, Halts St. John, St. Anne Showdown

Cranford High School
Sports Preview

Cougars

Coming Next Week

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATION ON MAKING CONTACT…St. John veteran Frank Litterio concentrates on making contact with
the ball during the second “Lightning” game against St. Anne at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 19.
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Defense was indeed the name of
the game in the first round of the
Angels Division playoffs of the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League when the third-seeded St.
James Gang held back second-
seeded St. Anthony, 6-1, at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on August 18.

The stinging defensive behavior
of both teams made veteran pitch-
ers Tom Rutkowski of St. James
and Tony Perconte of St. Anthony
look even better than they usually
have been. Rutkowski spread out
seven singles and a double and
allowed just two free passes, while
Perconte, who struggled in the
first inning, went on to spread out
seven hits and no walks in the
remaining six innings.

The wrong man to hit towards
was James Gang second baseman
Marty Bernstein, who scooped up
six ground balls and fired to first
for the putout and was the pivot
man in a 5 (Tom Grycan)-to-4
(Bernstein)-to-3 (Dave
Rothenberg) double play. Grycan
also absorbed a stinging line drive
for an out. Shortstop Craig
Burfeindt made a spectacular div-
ing snag of a fly ball in mid-
centerfield and added another div-
ing scoop that he converted to a
putout. Rutkowski made a bril-
liant backhand stab that he con-
verted to a putout.

Just after St. Anthony shortstop
Kevin Woodring made a fine catch,
he became the pivot man in a 4
(second baseman Milk Monroy)-
to-Woodring-to-3 (first baseman
Pete Chemidlin) double play.
Chemidlin also made a fine scoop
for a putout. Keith Karczak made
a running snag in centerfield.
Monroy also initiated another
double play.

BURFEINDT 3-FOR-3, RBI, SCORES 2, BERNSTEIN 2-FOR-3, 2 RBI; BOTH STAR ON DEFENSE

St. ‘James Gang’ Rides Again With 6-1 Win over St. Anthony
Burfeindt and Bernstein also

sparkled at the plate. Burfeindt
went 3-for-3 with a triple and an
RBI, while scoring twice. Bernstein
bashed a two-run single, added
another single and scored once.
Teammate Paul Campanile
singled, walked and scored twice.

Grycan, Dennis Hercel, Ted
Giandana and Bob Cihanowyz all
singled. Tom McGall had an RBI,
and Tom Ulichny scored once.

Tom Baldowski led St. Anthony
with a double and a single, while

scoring once. George Balint,
Monroy, Chemidlin, Woodring,
Kevin Stines and Karczak each
added a single.

The James Gang burst out firing
and got the drop on Anthony
pitcher Perconte in the top of the
first inning with four runs. After

Ulichny reached base on an error
in right field, Campanile walked
and Burfeindt followed with a burn-
ing RBI single to right-center.
Bernstein slashed his two-run
single and McGall added an RBI

groundout.
As St. Anthony took to the plate

in the bottom of the inning, team-
mate Jim Soscinski said, “Let’s go
Anthony! One-by-one!”

After Anthony went down 1-2-3,
Grycan commented to Rutkowski,
“Nice inning Tom!”

St. Anthony’s Joe Tilocca hollered
to his team as they took to the
field, “Come on! 1-2-3! Let’s go!”

The first Gangster led off with a
single, but only three members of
the James Gang would get to the

plate, because of a 4-6-3 double
play.

In an attempt to arouse his team,
Perconte shouted, “It’s only four
runs. Let’s go all the way through
the lineup.”

After Stines slapped a leadoff
single, Perconte added, “That’s a
start now!”

Monroy lined out to Grycan at
third, and Jeff Balish’s fly ball to
mid-center was snared by
Burfeindt, but Baldowski and
Chemidlin tapped singles to load
the bases. Tilocca’s grounder back
to the mound resulted in the third
out.

The James Gang added a run in
the third to take a 5-0 lead. Cam-
panile singled, moved to second
on Burfeindt’s single then scored
on a throwing error.

Anthony threatened with a pair
of singles in the third, but Bernstein
extinguished it with a fine putout.
Bernstein added two more putouts
in the fourth to mute Anthony.

“Good going Marty! Keep scoop-
ing them up,” hollered teammate
Kevin St. Onge.

Anthony’s only run came in the
fifth when Baldowski drilled a lead-
off double to left and later scored
on a throwing error.

The James Gang scored its final
run in seventh when Burfeindt
thumped a triple to center and
scored on Rothenberg’s RBI sacri-
fice fly to center.

Woodring and Monroy singled
and Balish walked to load the
bases with two outs for St. An-
thony in the bottom of the sev-
enth, but Burfeindt dove for a
grounder off the bat of Baldowski
and tossed to first for the final
out.

The loss shifted St. Anthony to
the losers’ bracket in the double
elimination tournament.

St. James 401 000 1 6
St. Anthony 000 010 0 1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THREE IS A CHARM AT THE PLATE…After swinging and missing on the first two pitches, St. Anthony’s Charlie
Baier makes contact and lines a long drive to leftfield in the game against St. James at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.
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