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– Obituaries –
Lorraine Gurfinkel, 83, Exec. Secretary;
Founding Member of Local Synagogue
Lorraine S. Gurfinkel, 83, passed

away on Sunday, August 14, at Re-
naissance Gardens, Seabrook Village.

Lorraine was born in the
Bronx and graduated from
James Monroe High
School.

She moved from the
Bronx to New Jersey with
her husband, Henry, in
1952. They spent the ma-
jority of their years living
in Fanwood before moving
to Tinton Falls 10 years ago.

Surviving are her loving
children, her daughter and
son-in-law, Rita and Brad
Harris of Middletown and
her son and daughter-in-law, Norman
and Shirley Kay of Seattle.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Henry, in 2006 after 60 years of
marriage; her parents, Philip and
Bertha Scherer, and her sister, Rose
Steinberg.

After years as a stay-at-home mom,
Lorraine returned to work in the mid-
1960s as an executive secretary, work-
ing for the presidents of multiple com-
panies. Lorraine was renowned as a

super-fast and accurate typist and an
expert in Gregg steno. She retired from
Penn Products in Elizabeth in 1993.

Lorraine and Henry
were founding members
of Congregation Beth
Israel in Scotch Plains.
She loved to play
mahjong and bridge and
enjoyed the time she
spent with her husband
buying and selling an-
tiques as part-time an-
tique dealers.

Services were
Wednesday, August 17,
2011, at Beth Israel Cem-
etery in Woodbridge.

Donations in her memory can be
made to VNA of Central Jersey Hos-
pice, Development Dept., 176 River-
side Avenue, Red Bank, N.J. 07701
or to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul
Wallenberg Place, SW Washington,
D.C. 20024.

Bloomfield-Cooper Jewish Chap-
els of Ocean Township was in charge
of the arrangements.
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Forrest Allen, 96, Taught Engineering;
Was Westfield Resident For 63 Years

Forrest Eugene Allen passed away
peacefully Wednesday, August 10,
2011, at his home in Westfield, where
he had resided since 1948. His kind,
sweet nature and wit will be missed
by all who knew him.

Born October 25,
1914, on his grandfather
J. B. Shoemaker’s farm
in Addison Township,
Mich., Forrest was
raised in Oxford, Mich.
He was the son of the
late Ray Eugene and Ina
Zoe (Shoemaker) Allen.

During his high school
summers, Forrest at-
tended the Interlochen
Arts Camp in Michigan
where he studied the
French horn. Thus began
a lifelong love of music.
Forrest performed in his
award-winning high school band and
in the marching bands of Michigan
State University and the University of
Michigan. He also was an Eagle Scout.

Forrest earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Mechanical Engineering
from Michigan State University, East
Lansing, in 1936 and a Master of
Science in Mechanical Engineering
in 1939, with a concentration in
metallurgy, from the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor.

From 1939 to 1948, Forrest taught
in the Mechanical Engineering De-
partment at Iowa State University,
Ames. His students included civil-
ians and military personnel enrolled
in the V-12 Navy College Training
Program that prepared commissioned
officers for World War II. As an asso-
ciate professor, he taught courses in
metallurgy, materials technology, and
thermodynamics.

While at Iowa State, he met the love
of his life, Jean Learmonth of Kansas
City, Mo., and married her in 1941.

In 1948, Forrest joined the New
York office of the International Nickel

Company, Inc. (Vale Inco) as Admin-
istrator of Educational Services. Act-
ing as liaison between the company
and educational institutions, Forrest
traveled the United States building
relationships with university engi-

neering departments. As
a member of the Ameri-
can Society for Engi-
neering Education,
Forrest chaired various
committees. Later, as
Administrator for Pub-
lic Affairs, Forrest ad-
ministered the
company’s contribution
budgets and aid-to-edu-
cation programs in
Canada and the United
States, until his retire-
ment.

Forrest loved to play
tennis and was an active

member of the Westfield Tennis Club,
playing up through the age of 91. He
took pride in his garden and enjoyed
supplying his home with bouquets of
flowers. Forrest was a past president
of the Westfield College Men’s Club
and a past assistant treasurer of the
Old Guard of Westfield.

The father of four children, he
leaves Richard (and wife Andrea
Allen) of St. Louis, Mo., Christine
(and husband Robert Longan, III) of
White Stone, Va. and Margaret Zoe
Allen of Westfield; a daughter-in-
law, Cynthia Buehler Allen (widow
of Jonathan Allen) of Amherst, N.H.;
seven grandchildren; 10 great-grand-
children, and a sister, June Howland
of Sarasota, Fla. His beloved wife of
55 years, Jean; his cherished son,
Jonathan Allen; his brother, Keith
Francis Allen, and a sister, Ruth
Liebich Sharp, predeceased him.

A private family memorial service
will be held in his honor. Memorial
donations may be made to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.
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Philip Magnotti, 75, Was Family Man;
Athlete, Scholar, Soldier, Grandfather

Philip David Magnotti of
Westfield passed away peacefully
at home on Sunday, August 14,
2011, the day after his 75th birth-
day. His loving family was with
him for his final hours.

Phil was born and
raised in Elizabeth. He
graduated from Seton
Hall Preparatory
School, then in South
Orange, where he was
active in sports, espe-
cially football,
captaining the team to
victory and earning All
State recognition. Phil’s
stellar performance on
the gridiron earned him
induction into the Seton
Hall Prep Athletics Hall
of Fame in 1998.

Phil continued his
football career at the University of
Dayton, where he graduated in 1962
with a Bachelor of Science degree.
While living in Chicagoland, he
earned his Master of Marketing de-
gree from Webster University and
won the added honor of being cho-
sen “The Outstanding Graduate Stu-
dent” in the Chicago area.

He enjoyed coaching Little
League baseball and Pop Warner
Football. Phil also served in the
N.J. National Guard. He was a mem-
ber and past president of the
Westfield Jaycees and a member of
the Echo Lake Country Club, where
he happily enjoyed many rounds of
golf with friends and family.

Phil was a retired sales manager
for Brown-Forman Corp. in Louis-
ville, Ky. for many years. He lived
his life with much optimism and

enthusiasm and in turn was well
liked and well known.

Phil is survived by his loving wife
of five decades and soul mate, Anne
(Martin) Magnotti; his children,
whom he loved dearly, Caren

Magnotti Bachmann
and her husband,
David, and Philip
Jerald Magnotti and
his wife, Beth Ann,
and the three grand-
children he adored,
Meghan Bachmann,
Brian Bachmann and
Michael Magnotti.
He also is survived
by his brother, Rob-
ert Magnotti. An-
other brother, Daniel
Magnotti, prede-
ceased him. He will
be dearly missed by

his extended family and friends.
A Funeral Mass was offered on

Friday, August 19, at the Parish
Community of St. Helen Church in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of Krowicki McCracken Fu-
neral Home, 2124 East St. Georges
Avenue, Linden, at the Elizabeth City
Line, N.J. 07036, (908) 352-9190.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Phil Magnotti, Class of
1955, Seton Hall Preparatory
School, Scholarship Fund, 120
Northfield Avenue, West Orange,
N.J. 07052-4794, would be appre-
ciated.

Online condolences may be sent
to www.krowickifuneralhome.com.
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Amy Taff Garibay, Library Director;
Enjoyed Books and Crossword Puzzles
Amy Taff Garibay departed this

world on Sunday, August 7, 2011,
after a short, valiant struggle with
pancreatic cancer.

Born on June 11, 1952, as a Gemini
Amy was versatile, clever and satiri-
cal.

Her passion for books suited her to
her job, library director at the
Eatontown Library in Eatontown, N.J.,
where she worked since 1988. Library
work wasn’t a job, but her lifestyle. If
you asked her what she currently was
reading, she’d give you the three titles
upstairs and the three titles downstairs
that she was in the middle of at home;
she had bookcases in every room of
her house. She was an avid fan of all
things Beatles and “Bonanza.” She
reliably finished the Sunday New York

Times crossword puzzle to take to the
library every Monday morning for
one of her patrons to check the an-
swers. She knitted a beautiful, even
hand, donating all of her work to warm
and comfort the needy.

Amy was preceded in death by her
parents, Wilfred and Eleanor Taff, and
is survived by her husband, Joseph
Garibay; son, Michael Garibay; grand-
children, Damien and Christina
Garibay; sisters, Jennifer, Alice and
Laura, and her brother, David Taff.

A memorial service was held at her
home on Tuesday, August 9, 2011.

Amy was furiously funny and no-
toriously private. We love and miss
her.
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RuthAnne Gordon, 94, Lifelong Resident;
Local Librarian and Active Parishioner

RuthAnne Warner Gordon, 94,
passed into God’s kingdom on Mon-
day, August 15, 2011, and will be
fondly remembered by her family for
her sense of humor and
her unselfish dedication
to the service of others.

Born in Westfield, N.J.
on August 22, 1916,
RuthAnne lived in
Westfield for her entire
life until recently, when
she went to live in Cary,
N.C. with her son, Jon,
and his family.

Mom spent all her life
in Westfield and loved
the town. She was an 80-
plus-year member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
where she proudly served God as
both a Deacon and an Elder.
RuthAnne also worked for over 20
years as a librarian at the Westfield
Memorial Library, where she devel-

oped many wonderful friends.
RuthAnne is survived by her four

sons, Kit, Will, Jon and Gus; their
wives and her six grandchildren.

RuthAnne will be missed
by all who knew her, and
they are many. She was
known to always have
oatmeal cookies on hand
for her beloved grandchil-
dren!

A memorial service will
be held at 10 a.m. Saturday,
September 24, 2011, at The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield; her remains will
be interred at the Revolu-
tionary Cemetery in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Westfield
Rescue Squad or the Westfield Me-
morial Library.
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Steve Palentchar, 96, Was GE Shipper;
U.S. Army Veteran of World War II

Steve Palentchar, 96, died on Sat-
urday, August 20, 2011, at Over-
look Medical Center in Summit.

Born in Bridgeport, Conn., he
was a longtime resident of Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Palentchar was a veteran of
World War II, having served in the
U.S. Army from 1942 to 1945, and
had been employed as a warehouse
shipper with General Electric for
many years before retiring. He also
was a member of the Queen City
Homing Pigeon Club.

He is survived by his wife, Lois;
three sons, David, Richard and
Glenn; his daughter, Janet; his
brother, Rudy; five grandchildren,
Christopher, Danielle, Justin, Jef-
frey and Matthew, and two great-
grandchildren, Dylan and Georgia.

Services were held on Tuesday,
August 23, at the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment followed at

Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Memorial contributions may be

made to U.S.O. (www.uso.org). For
additional information or to sign
the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Georgia Ruth Otzmann, 87, Was Active
In Garden Clubs and Hosp. Auxiliaries
Georgia Ruth Morgan Otzmann,

87, of Galveston, Tex. passed away
Friday, August 19, 2011, at home.

She was born September 9, 1923 in
Cincinnati, Ohio, but grew up the
oldest of five children on a working
farm in Sawyer, Ky.,
where her mother was
postmistress and her
family ran the gen-
eral store. “Georgie”
rode a horse to her
one-room school-
house at Mill Creek
and graduated from
McCreary County
High School in Whit-
ley City, Ky. with the
Class of 1941, where
she was a talented pia-
nist and saxophonist.

After high school,
Georgia graduated from Bowling
Green Business College in Bowling
Green, Ky., and then worked as a
secretary for the Commander of Or-
dinance and Supply at Camp
Breckenridge, Ky. It was here that
Georgia met Edward Otzmann, her
handsome lieutenant and the love of
her life, and they were married at the
chapel of Camp Breckenridge on
January 6, 1944. Soon after they
married, Edward went to war, and
upon his return, the family settled in
Westfield, N.J., where they lived un-
til 1968.

While in Westfield, Georgia was
active in the Garden Club and the
Overlook Hospital Auxiliary, and was
very involved in her children’s activi-
ties. After a short transfer to Houston,
Georgia and Ed moved to Arcadia,
Calif., where they lived until Ed’s
retirement in 1979. While in Arcadia,
Georgia was a member of the Garden
Club, the California Children’s Hos-
pital Auxiliary, the Kentucky Colo-
nel and the Gourmet Club.

In 1979, Georgia and Ed moved to
Jonathan’s Landing in Jupiter, Fla.
Georgia joined the Ladies Golf Club
at Jonathan’s Landing and was proud
to shoot a hole-in-one on the 16th
hole. She also was a member of the
Jupiter Medical Center Ladies Aux-
iliary.

After Ed passed away in 1998,
Georgia moved to Galveston, Tex. to
be closer to her family and was active
in the Galveston Country Club

WAGS, Daughters of the American
Revolution and The Breakers Lunch
Bunch.

Georgia lived her life with grace
and poise and always maintained a
positive outlook on life. Georgia

embraced life with a sense
of humor and endless
laughter. Her family and
her lifelong friendships
were the center of her life.
She will be remembered
as a loving, caring mother
and grandmother, sister
and aunt, who gave of her-
self and asked for nothing
in return.

Georgia was preceded
in death by her husband,
Edward Otzmann; son, Ed-
ward Dwight Otzmann;
brother, Bill Emerson Mor-

gan, and sisters, Maudie Irene Mor-
gan and Wilma Jean Hamblen.

She is survived by her son, Bruce
Morgan Otzmann, and his wife, Terri,
of Goodyear, Ariz.; daughter, Linda
Sue LeGate, and her husband, Will-
iam (Buzzy), of Galveston, Tex.; sis-
ters, Virginia Mae Taylor of Sawyer,
Ky. and Nadean Agnes Little of
Corbin, Ky.; aunt, Fannie Morgan of
Whitley City, Ky.; grandchildren,
Stacey Leann Otzmann of San Di-
ego, Calif., Sgt. Lance Morgan
Otzmann of Ft. Wainwright,
Fairbanks, Alaska, currently deployed
to Afghanistan, Jaime Sue LeGate of
Galveston, Tex., Kimberly Ann
LeGate of Galveston, Tex. and Scott
Edward LeGate of Austin, Tex., and
numerous nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives and friends.

Georgia’s family will receive visi-
tors beginning at 3 p.m. today, Thurs-
day, August 25, at Malloy and Son
Funeral Home, 3028 Broadway,
Galveston, Tex. A memorial service
will be held at 4 p.m., led by the
Reverend Ray Pinard, and a recep-
tion honoring Georgia’s life will fol-
low the service.

Memorials may be made to the
Vasculitis Foundation, P.O. Box
28660, Kansas City, Mo. 64188,
vasculitisfoundation.org, 1-(800)
277-9474, or to the American Heart
Association, South West Affiliate,
P.O. Box 841125, Dallas, Tex. 75284-
1125, donate.americanheart.org.
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Fundraiser on Tap
For CSH Foundation
FANWOOD – Eat And Drink

For A Reason, a non-profit organi-
zation founded by Adam and Ali-
cia Winters, will hold a fundraiser
to benefit The Children’s Special-
ized Hospital Foundation on Sat-
urday, September 24, from 7 to 11
p.m.

The Farm to Table Wine Tasting
event will be catered by chef Brian
Walters of Flannery’s Bar and Grill,
with many local businesses par-
ticipating. For more information,
see philanthropyforfoodies.org.

Westfield
Tuesday, August 16, an attempted bur-

glary was reported at a business on the 400
block of East North Avenue, in which one
or more individuals tried to gain entry by
pushing in an overhead door panel.

Tuesday, August 16, James Anderson,
42, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Fanwood criminal warrant in
the amount of $3,500, after turning him-
self in at police headquarters. He was
processed and turned over to the Fanwood
Police Department.

Tuesday, August 16, Roman Buchak,
26, of Westfield was arrested during a
traffic stop in the area of West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue. Buchak was
wanted on an outstanding Franklin Bor-
ough warrant for $1,200. He also was
charged with possession of a prescription
legend drug (oxycodone). Buchak posted
full cash bail on the warrant and was
released on the controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) charge with a summons.

Wednesday, August 17, an incident of
criminal mischief was reported on the
1000 block of West South Avenue, in
which someone used a key to scratch a
motor vehicle.

Thursday, August 18, Westfield police
officers responded to the Bound Brook
Police Department to take Tarik Hammad,
21, of Bound Brook into custody on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for $106.
He was processed and held pending a
court appearance.

Saturday, August 20, Ryjon Burke, 38,
of Westfield was arrested on charges of
aggravated assault, possession of a
weapon for unlawful purposes and un-
lawful possession of a weapon. Police
were called to the 100 block of Myrtle
Avenue on a report of a disorderly per-
son. The officers located the person, iden-
tified as Burke, who then allegedly at-
tempted to stab one of the officers with a
knife, according to police. The suspect
was subdued and, after a struggle, dis-
armed, authorities said. He was held in
lieu of $75,000 bail and transported to the
Union County jail.

Saturday, August 20, Sylvester Davis,
25, of Plainfield was arrested on two
outstanding criminal warrants from
Plainfield, with bail totaling $1,705, pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop at Clark
Street and West North Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held in lieu of posted bail.

Sunday, August 21, Jesela Vanegas, 25,
of Newark was arrested on an outstanding
Newark warrant for $750 after a motor
vehicle stop at South and Windsor Av-
enues. Vanegas was released on her own
recognizance pending a new court date.

Sunday, August 21, Eric Golgano, 22,
of Carteret was arrested on an outstand-
ing New Brunswick criminal warrant for
$500 pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue in Garwood. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released on posted bail.

Fanwood
Monday, August 8, a resident of Port-

land Avenue reported being the victim of
fraud after someone applied for a credit
card in her name.

Monday, August 8, Paul Villanova, 51, of
Rahway was arrested on an active warrant
out of Scotch Plains after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road near Cushing Road. He
was processed, posted bail and released.

Tuesday, August 9, Thomas Drakeford,
Jr., 44, of Plainfield was arrested on active
warrants out of Union and Somerset Coun-
ties and Maplewood after a motor vehicle
stop on the 40 block of LaGrande Avenue.
He was processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Wednesday, August 10, Darren Hill,
44, of Maplewood was arrested on an
active warrant out of state Superior Court,
Essex County, after a motor vehicle stop
at Martine Avenue and Watson Road. He
was processed and turned over to the
Essex County Sheriff’s Department.

Thursday, August 11, Kenneth Smith,
37, of Newark was arrested on an active
warrant out of Newark after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road at Stewart
Place. He was processed and released by
the Newark Police Department.

Sunday, August 14, a resident of Tower
Place reported that his house was burglar-
ized sometime between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 2:07 p.m. According to police, jewelry
and electronic items were reported missing.
The incident is being investigated.

Tuesday, August 16, at approximately
7:37 p.m., a business on the 100 block of
South Avenue reported a shoplifting.
According to police, the suspect walked
out of the store with approximately $432
worth of merchandise. Authorities said
the suspect’s description is unknown at
this time, but officials planned to review
surveillance video.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 15, a resident of

Myrtle Avenue reported being a victim of
fraud. She stated that someone unknown

POLICE BLOTTER
used her credit card without her authori-
zation and made several hundred dollars
in purchases.

Monday, August 15, Robert King, 50,
of Irvington was arrested and charged
with forgery. Police were called to a Park
Avenue pharmacy on a report of a cus-
tomer trying to use a fraudulent prescrip-
tion. After verifying that the doctor did
not fill out the prescription, King was
placed under arrest. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, August 16, a resident of Park
Avenue reported being a victim of fraud.
She stated that one or more unknown
suspects withdrew approximately $4,000
from her checking account without her
authorization. The victim contacted au-
thorities after being notified by her bank.

Tuesday, August 16, a resident of Front
Street reported being a victim of a theft.
He stated that, sometime overnight, one
or more unknown suspects removed his
motorcycle, which was parked in his
driveway. The motorcycle was valued at
approximately $800.

Tuesday, August 16, Daniel DeMaurez,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested on a
$1,500 outstanding warrant issued by the
Watchung Court. The warrant was discov-
ered after police stopped DeMaurez for a
motor vehicle violation on Route 22. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Wednesday, August 17, Robert
Perriman, 32, of Plainfield was arrested on
a $250 outstanding warrant issued by the
Scotch Plains Court. Police stopped
Perriman for a motor vehicle violation on
Terrill Road and discovered the warrant.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and released.

Wednesday, August 17, Robert Talmo,
23, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated. Police stopped
Talmo for a motor vehicle violation and
smelled the odor of alcohol, authorities said.
After failing multiple field sobriety tests,
Talmo was placed under arrest. He was
transported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Thursday, August 18, a resident of
Gary Court reported being a victim of a
theft. He stated that, sometime overnight,
one or more unknown suspects removed
his skateboard, which was valued at ap-
proximately $240.

Thursday, August 18, a Park Avenue
business owner reported being the victim of
criminal mischief. He stated that, sometime
overnight, one or more unknown suspects
damaged the sign in front of his building.

Thursday, August 18, a resident of Bartle
Avenue reported being a victim of a theft.
He stated that, sometime overnight, one or
more unknown suspects stole his decora-
tive statue from the front of his house.

Friday, August 19, a Hoe Avenue ho-
meowner reported being the victim of
criminal mischief after one or more un-
known suspects threw some kind of liq-
uid on the front of the victim’s house
during the overnight hours.

Garwood
Monday, August 22, the theft of 30 car-

tons of cigarettes, valued at $2,242, from a
North Avenue convenience store was re-
ported. Video surveillance showed an un-
known person entered an unsecured storage
room and concealed the items in a black
garment bag before exiting through the front
doors. Witnesses describe the suspect as a
black male weighing in excess of 250 pounds.
Anyone with information is asked to contact
Captain James Pipala of the Garwood Police
Department at (908) 789-1500.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 16, a Summit Lane

resident reported receiving harassing
phone calls from someone in the 522
exchange who accused the resident of
robbing his friend’s house and then say-
ing that he wanted his money back. Upon
speaking with the individual who called
the resident, police determined the caller
had dialed the wrong number. Police ad-
vised him not to call the Mountainside
resident again and to call his police de-
partment if a crime had occurred.

Wednesday, August 17, Louis M.
Hickman, 26, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
suspected marijuana under 50 grams. The
arrest was the result of a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 West near New Provi-
dence Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Sunday, August 21, a Rodman Lane
resident reported he believed that some-
one had tampered with his front door
lock, causing his key no longer to work in
the lock. Police said they did not see any
damage to the door and noted that the
house was under renovation and that the
lock not working might be related to the
ongoing construction. Police also reported
that the interior of the house was intact
and that there were no signs of forced
entry. The resident placed the value of the
door at $250.


