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Governors Will Not Block Port
Authority Toll Hike; Demand Audit

Letters to the Editor

August 18,2011, Dear Chairman
Samson and Vice-Chairman Grayson:

Two weeks ago, the Port Authority
proposed a significant toll hike in order to
address a potentially destabilizing fiscal
deficit facing the authority and its capital
budget. Without new revenue, the au-
thority has said that it would have been
unable to complete current projects and
execute a capital plan that is needed to
meet the critical and growing transporta-
tion needs of the region and jeopardize
167,000 jobs and $9.7 billion in wages at
a time when our economy desperately
needs to grow.

However, shortly after the Port Au-
thority made the proposal, we jointly
indicated, both publicly and privately,
that such a significant toll hike was unac-
ceptable and we would not approve it. We
then directed our appointed commission-
ers to look at how the authority could
immediately reduce costs and the future
needs of the capital program in order to
reduce the proposed toll hikes. We fur-
ther directed our commissioners to work
with the authority’s leadership to craft a
toll increase proposal that reduced the
burden on drivers and businesses but still
ensured that the authority’s finances
would be stabilized.

As directed, those commissioners con-
ducted a review of the current financial
situation as well as the obligations under
the proposed long-term capital plan and
have informed our administrations that
those reviews have identified $5 billion
in savings that can be immediately
achieved within the capital plan.

While we did not want to see any toll
increase, given the crisis facing the Port
Authority and its finances, and the poten-
tial safety and economic risks to com-
muters and businesses, an increase can-
not be avoided. However, in this eco-
nomic climate, a toll and fare increase can
only go forward if coupled with a strin-
gent audit of the Port Authority practices
that led to the fiscal mismanagement that
made these increases the only financially
solvable solution in the first place.

As such, we have directed the Port
Authority to put before the board a two-
part approach to restore fiscal health to the
authority by demanding accountability,
reviewing and improving internal prac-
tices and tracking how dollars are being
spent. This two-part plan is centered on a
clear mission – protecting the value of
every dollar paid into the Port Authority
and spent by the Port Authority.

First, we will not oppose a revised
proposal which reduces the first year toll
increase from $4 to $1.50 and reduces the
proposed $6 increase over four years to
$4.50 over five years.

This is a responsible alternative that
balances the infrastructure needs of the
region with toll and fare payers’ eco-
nomic realities. To that end, this proposal
will allow for the completion of the World
Trade Center as well as hundreds of other

capital projects that will ensure the safety
and economic viability of a transporta-
tion system that millions of New York
and New Jerseyans rely on. It will prevent
a default by the authority as well as a
downgrading that would prevent the au-
thority from borrowing money to pay for
existing and future projects. These more
affordable step increases will provide
better predictability and stability for hard-
working New Yorkers and New Jerseyans
and preserve tens of thousands of jobs.

Secondly, as a condition for not block-
ing the proposed toll hike, the commis-
sioners of the Port Authority need to
approve and immediately commence a
comprehensive audit of the authority. The
reports of cost overruns, excessive over-
time, and exorbitant spending must stop
immediately. We will assure that every
toll dollar is well spent and waste and
abuse is immediately attacked. This audit
will be twofold – it will focus on both a
financial audit of the authority’s 10-year
capital plan to further reduce its size and
cost and a top to bottom management
review of the authority’s finances and
operations to find ways to lower costs as
well as increase efficiencies.

As we said from the outset, we recognize
the Port Authority is facing severe financial
issues but so are families in the states of
New York and New Jersey, and the answer
cannot always be an indiscriminate and
exorbitant increase in the cost to the toll
payer. As families must carefully and effec-
tively manage their finances at this difficult
time, so must government.

We are pleased that our work together
resulted in lowering of the original toll
increase and going forward will result in
a less costly, more efficient, more ac-
countable authority than ever before. We
thank the board for their cooperation and
look forward to continuing to work with
you to achieve the needed reforms within
the authority to reduce costs, improve
efficiency, and enhance our regional trans-
portation network in order to create jobs
and grow our states economies.

N.J. Governor Chris Christie
N.Y. Governor Andrew Cuomo

http://www.goleader.com/11_election/
Candidate for Berkeley Heights Township Council

Challenger Stephen Yellin (D) DEM
I am running for Township Coun-

cil in Berkeley Heights because our
community deserves better than the
status quo on the issues confronting
our town. Taxes have gone up 17
percent in the last two years alone;
many downtown storefronts remain
vacant; and senior citizens are now
being charged up to $28 per hour to
use their own bus.

While I respect our opponents, I
believe Jamie Divine-Cadavid and I
can do a better job on the council than
they. I am a lifelong resident of Ber-
keley Heights and a proud graduate
of our public school system. I earned
a B.A. in History from Drew Univer-
sity and am currently earning a

Master’sDegree in Communications
from Rutgers-New Brunswick.

I have regularly attended council
meetings since 2007, and serve as
secretary of the Berkeley Heights
Democratic Committee. Please visit
our website at the link given, and feel
free to contact me in order to get
involved or to ask questions.

Vote for Yellin and Divine-Cadavid
for Township Council on November
8. We will do the best we can for
Berkeley Heights.

Contact Information:
stephen@bhdems.com; (908) 723-
5433; www.bhdems.com.

Stephen Yellin
Berkeley Heights
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BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

For Kids 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/11 wl 

For Adults 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/11 WL 

Oh no!Oh no!Oh no!Oh no!    

Back to Back to Back to Back to 

school school school school 

alreadyalreadyalreadyalready ? ? ? ?    

DO YOU SUFFER FROM 
GRASS POLLEN ALLERGIES?
If you (or your child) suffer from grass pollen allergies, you may want 

to know about this study. We’re enrolling a clinical research study of an 

investigational drug. The investigational drug may help prevent the body’s 

reaction to grass pollen, rather than to just treat allergy symptoms. What’s 

more, this once-a-day tablet is designed to be placed under the tongue. 

Study participation includes study-related care and study medications for 

the grass pollen season at no cost. 
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Summit Medical Group Clinical Trials

908-277-8642; www.summitmedical

  group.com/service/Clinical-Trials/

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A COMEBACK...The property surrounding the corner of Elm and
Quimby streets in Westfield is advertised as newly renovated and for lease. It,
along with the adjacent Anthology store on Quimby, was damaged during the
Ferraro Restaurant fire on May 5. This property, previously part of the Ferraro
complex, is not earmarked as part of the restaurant rebuild.

Westfield FOUND
pet parakeet in down-
town on Saturday
night, August 20th.

For information:
call

(973) 715-3333
email

megsite@pobox.com.

New Jersey Industries Advocate for
Competitive Energy Policies

TRENTON – The Chemistry Council
of N.J. state that manufacturers in New
Jersey pay the sixth highest electricity
rates in the nation, 74 percent above the
national average. In order to remain com-
petitive, CCNJ member companies be-
lieve that access to a reliable, affordable
supply of energy is vital to chemical
makers, the future of the New Jersey
manufacturing base and the health of the
economy as a whole.

CCNJ is concerned that the state will
continue to lose high-paying jobs to states
with lower energy costs if nothing is
done to address New Jersey’s extremely
high energy costs.

“We applaud Governor Christie and
the Draft Energy Master Plan which puts
forward realistic goals that do not cater
to any one constituent group or energy
generation solution,” said Hal Bozarth,
executive director. “The EMP rightfully
acknowledges that our state can no longer
afford the loss of jobs and that higher
energy rates are part of the problem.”
Energy represents a significant share of
business of chemistry manufacturing
costs. For some energy-intensive prod-
ucts, energy for both fuel and power
needs and feedstocks account for up to
85 percent of total production costs. Be-
cause energy is a vital component of the
industry’s cost structure, higher energy
prices can have a substantial impact on
the business of chemistry.

As part of CCNJ’s advocacy efforts to
help reduce energy costs on behalf of its
70 manufacturing members, the council
has testified in favor and submitted com-
ments in support of the Christie
Administration’s Draft Energy Master
Plan (EMP).

“CCNJ supports the EMP because it
promotes a diversified energy portfolio
that will be sensitive to the electricity
rates consumers will ultimately pay, and
it directs the state to consider all energy
generation solutions, such as nuclear
and cogeneration to help bring down the
cost of energy, while meeting the state’s

environmental goals,” said Elvin
Montero, director of communications
and issues management during his testi-
mony. “The EMP doesn’t abandon alter-
native energy, the EMP simply sets up a
mechanism to examine the existing clean
energy programs and how the state has
benefited from them not only environ-
mentally, but economically as well. The
state should not be in the business of
picking winners or losers. Energy poli-
cies that rely on only one source of
generation will drive up New Jersey’s
already high electricity rates. Ratepayers
can no longer afford this,” he continued.

A vocal advocate to reduce electricity
rates in the state, the Council has been on
record in support of new generation in
the state, including nuclear and the con-
troversial Long-Term Capacity Agree-
ment Pilot Program (LCAPP). As well,
the Council has supported the safe ex-
pansion of the natural gas pipeline sys-
tem, cost-effective alternative energy
generation options that demonstrate a
net-benefit to ratepayers, improved en-
ergy efficiency programs and the
Susquehanna – Roseland power line.

The business of chemistry in New
Jersey contributes $29 billion to the
state’s economy and directly employs
more than 55,000 individuals. Indirectly,
an additional five jobs are created within
the state’s economy for every chemistry
industry job in New Jersey. The Council
is working hard to keep these jobs in the
state, and lower energy rates and a bal-
anced energy portfolio will certainly help
us do just that.

The Chemistry Council of New Jer-
sey (CCNJ), founded in 1955, represents
the interests of about 70 New Jersey
manufacturers in the business of chem-
istry. Membership consists of large and
small companies that are part of New
Jersey’s chemical, pharmaceutical, con-
sumer packaged goods, petroleum, fla-
vor and fragrances and precious metals
industries. The CCNJ is committed to a
better quality of life through science.

New Jersey Monthly Magazine Names
Westfield a Top Town in New Jersey

Westfield is the best medium-sized
town (population 30,000-69,999) in N.J.,
according to New Jersey Monthly’s lat-
est list of the Garden State’s 100 Top
Towns. It is also named 12 on the overall
Top Towns list.

“The municipalities that performed
best in this year’s rankings were gener-
ally the more affluent towns of northern
and central New Jersey,” says New Jer-
sey Monthly Editor Ken Schlager. “In
difficult economic times, these towns
tend to have the resources needed to
hold the line on property tax increases,
maintain school performance and pro-
tect their citizens against crime. This in
turn makes the towns more desirable to
homebuyers, thus boosting home val-
ues.”

The 2011 list of New Jersey’s Top 100
Towns was compiled for New Jersey
Monthly by Leflein Associates, an inde-

pendent research firm in Ringwood, NJ.
In creating the rankings, the researchers
considered five categories best repre-
senting the quality of life in New Jersey’s
566 municipalities: property taxes; home
values; crime rate; school performance;
and a lifestyle factor based on proximity
to services, entertainment and dining,
as well as commute time. Municipali-
ties with populations below 1,500 were
eliminated from the rankings due to
insufficient data.

The Top Towns are Ho-Ho-Kus,
Peapack Gladstone, Bernards Township,
Boonton Township, Rumson, Florham
Park, Berkeley Heights, Bernardsville,
Essex Fells, Franklin Lakes,
Pequannock, Westfield, Tewksbury, Fair
Haven, Chatham Township, Summit,
Caldwell, Long Hill, Bedminster,
Wyckoff, New Providence, North
Caldwell, Branchburg, Readington,
Spring Lake, Bridgewater, Mountain
Lakes, Clark, Kingwood and Upper
Saddle River.

 “The 100 Top Towns” is featured in
the September issue of New Jersey
Monthly, available on newsstands on
August 30, 2011.

Medium-Sized Towns in New Jersey
According to Wikipedia, 61 of 566 towns in New Jersey have a population between

30,000 and 70,000. Listed by size and population, they are:
Passaic;69,781
Middletown;66,522
Union City;66,455
Old Bridge;65,375
Gloucester;64,634
East Orange;64,270
Bayonne;63,024
Franklin;62,300
North Bergen;60,773
Vineland;60,724
Union;56,642
Piscataway;56,044
New Brunswick;55,181
Jackson;54,856
Wayne;54,717
Irvington;53,926
Parsippany-TH;53,238
Howell;51,075
Perth Amboy;50,814
Hoboken;50,005
Plainfield;49,808
West New York;49,708
Washington;48,559
East Brunswick;47,512
Bloomfield;47,315

West Orange;46,207
Evesham;45,538
Bridgewater;44,464
South Brunswick;43,417
Egg Harbor;43,323
Manchester;43,070
Hackensack;43,010
Sayreville;42,704
Mount Laurel;41,864
Berkeley;41,255
North Brunswick;40,742
Kearny;40,684
Linden;40,499
Marlboro;40,191
Teaneck;39,776
Atlantic City;39,558
Winslow;39,499
Monroe;39,132
Manalapan;38,872
Hillsborough;38,303
Montclair;37,669
Galloway;37,349
Freehold;36,184
Monroe;36,129

Belleville;35,926
Pennsauken;35,885
Ewing;35,790
Fort Lee;35,345
Lawrence;33,472
Fair Lawn;32,457
Willingboro;31,629
Long Branch;30,719
Deptford;30,561
Garfield;30,487
Westfield;30,316 (74th statewide)
Orange;30,134

Continued next column

Medium-size Towns Continued


