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Letters to the Editor
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Letters to
the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Poltroon – Cowardly; comtemptible
2. Telestic – Pertaining to the final end

or purpose
3. Glutition – The act of swallowing
4. Mactation – The killing of anything

offered as a sacrifice

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PANEGYRIS
1. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
2. A public meeting or festival
3. Unmaneagable; uncontrollable
4. Capable of doing any kind of work;

universally skilled
ZYTHUM

1. A malt beverage brewed by the
ancient Egyptians

2. Any poison derived from a decaying
tissue

3. A nerve cell connected with other
nerve cells

4. A kind of biscuit which is baked and
then sliced and toasted

GNOFF
1. A miser
2. To banish or ostracize
3. To disregard or consider unimpor-

tant
4. A sneeze or grunt

CRAPULENCE
1. Uselessness; of little or no value
2. State of exaustion; worn out
3. Sickness caused by overindulgence

in food or drink
4. Untidiness; filth

Ain’t No Genius, But Maybe
When It’s Wrong, It’s Right

Charlie

With all the stuff seemin’ to be messed up, it causes
me to think, and that ain’t necessarily my specialty.
Comes to mind, ain’t being no genius, but when the
genius’ prove to be wrong, then maybe also what
they say to be wrong is really right. They say it is
right to borrow money to raise the
Bayonne Bridge to get bigger ships
into the harbor, but ain’t that wrong?
Bigger ships just bring more foreign
stuff into the harbor and put our
factory workers out of jobs – and we
borrow money to build the bridge
and put our guys out of jobs. Seems
like the genius’ are wrong so then
maybe it’s really right.

Maybe it’s wrong, but right, to
instead to lower the bridge, or bor-
row nothing for it and leave it alone.
Then take whatever money we have
to build a factory in Harrison to put
the guys to work. I’m not smart
enough to know what kind of factory
to build, but if the genius’ say it’s
wrong to build a light bulb factory,
then maybe they’re wrong – and
therefore it’s right to build a light bulb factory.

True, they say it’s wrong to build a light bulb

factory because our guys can’t build light bulbs good
enough and cheap enough to compete with all the
light bulbs comin’ in under the bridge. Now, that’s
why it struck me to lower the bridge. And being
slow-witted, it took me several pauses to remember

somethin’ – didn’t we invent the
light bulb here in Jersey? It may take
awhile, but our light bulbs will get
better and better as we make them  –
cheaper too. Put our efforts into
improving the light bulb factory
while employing our guys rather
than givin’ out unemployment
checks. Gives ‘em pride too and
develops their skills along the way.

Just as I ain’t so good at thinking
as the genius’ are, writing what
comes to mind ain’t so good too.
Saying only guys in this note should
really mean the guys and gals, so I
mean both and don’t mean no disre-
spect.

The genius’ also tell me it’s wrong
to play dodge ball. I’m still think-
ing on this one – but coming to

think they’re wrong makes me to believe maybe it’s
right. Let’s play ball.

Scotch Plains Concert Series a Success
Due to The Many People Who Helped

Grant Money to Restore Caboose
Relic? It’s Your Money and More

Last Thursday saw the completion
of a very successful Scotch Plains
Cultural Arts concert series (SPCAC).
For each of five Thursdays during the
summer, hundreds of people were
entertained under the stars. We were
fortunate to have excellent weather
each week except for a bit of light-
ning at our concluding music festi-
val.

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank the many people who
made the concert series possible. First
and foremost is Councilman Kevin
Glover whose tireless efforts and
fundraising made the entire series
possible. As council liaison to the
Cultural Arts Committee, he helped
host each concert and made sure ev-
erything went as smoothly as pos-
sible. Thanks also to Mayor Malool
and the remainder of the township
council for supporting the concert
series for these many years.

A special thank you goes to our
sponsors. The series was privately
funded, so there would not have been
a concert series at all without their
generosity. Special thanks goes to the
Scotch Plains Management Corpora-
tion for their generous donation as
well as the free ice cream each week
(courtesy of Scoops) and the coordi-
nation of the raffle prizes. Dominic
Verdic did a tremendous job coordi-
nating their efforts each week.

A big thank you goes to David
Nunes and the crew at Investors Sav-
ings Bank. In addition to their gener-
ous donation, they were at each con-
cert with free water, goodies, and lots
of other free stuff. Thanks also to
Victor at Portusa BBQ for his dona-
tion. His presence at each concert
providing delicious food certainly
enhanced the proceedings. I can cer-
tainly vouch for his food. Love those
empanadas!

Vinnie Losavio of John’s Meat
Market was another major contribu-
tor. It was great seeing Vinnie up on

the stage with RB Express. The Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad made a gener-
ous donation and helped make each
concert more enjoyable with their
presence. Great thanks go to PNC
Bank and Comcast for their very gen-
erous donations as well.

Thanks go to our remaining spon-
sors for their generosity. They are:
Hatch, Mott, MacDonald; the JCC of
Central New Jersey; Unity Bank;
Alfonso’s Pizzeria; Enterprise Rent-
A-Car; Family Investors Company;
K-9 Resorts; Scotch Plains Fanwood
Youth Baseball, Soccer, and Lacrosse
Associations; Flannery’s Pub; the
Stage House Restaurant; Kevin
Glover, Sal Trifiro, and the
Zimmerman Family. A huge thank
you goes out to all our sponsors.

Special thanks go to my colleagues
on the 2011 Cultural Arts Commit-
tee. They have helped make the con-
cert series a tremendous success for
many years. The series could not have
come off without the hard work of
Ray Poerio, Steven Dahl, and the rest
of the staff of the recreation depart-
ment.

Thanks also go to Bill McMeekan
and the folks at SPTV for their great
work in their live broadcasting of the
series. Several people came up to me
to tell me they were watching on
television and decided to come by
and see the fun in person.

The biggest thank you goes out to
the hundreds of people who came out
each week. The people who attended
took the opportunity to get out of the
house, get the kids away from the
television and their computers for a
few hours, and get to meet some new
friends, while listening to some great
music. I thoroughly enjoyed each
Thursday night and I hope that all
who attended at least one concert
enjoyed it as well.

Hope to see you all next year.
Steve Goldberg

Chairman, SPCAC

Last week, The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times published a photo on
the front page telling all our residents
about the $100,000 of taxpayer dol-
lars that the Fanwood governing body
got to refurbish a 60-year-old ca-
boose that currently resides rusted,
rotting, graffiti covered and half hid-
den in our borough’s recycling cen-
ter. What the short blurb doesn’t tell
you is that the caboose will cost much
more then $100,000 to rehabilitate.
In fact, the last estimates I heard at
the borough council meetings were
approximately three times that.

What the current team in Borough
Hall will tell you is that this is “grant
money.” You will hear that this is
money that the state Department of
Transportation gave them to restore
this antique caboose. However, this

money came out of all of our pockets
in one way or another. More impor-
tantly, it is insufficient funds to prop-
erly renovate that relic, and now that
we own it, the remainder of the re-
quired money needs to come from
somewhere.

How could they even think of
spending this kind of money when
many of our residents are struggling
to keep their jobs and pay their prop-
erty taxes in this economy?

I think it’s time to cut our losses. Is
there an exit strategy to get out from
under this bad decision? If not, I
suggest the current governing body
start thinking of one, or the new gov-
erning body will have to.

Jason Benedict
GOP Candidate

Fanwood Council

Why Did WF-BOE Not Announce
Guidance Director Resignation?

Once again WHS is searching for a
new director of guidance since Rich-
ard Charwin resigned from WHS. On
July 18, 2011 Richard Charwin was
approved as the director of pupil per-
sonnel services at Hunterdon Central
Regional High School. His employ-
ment began August 8. Why has the
Westfield Board of Education not

made the news public?
Reference: Hunterdon Central Re-

gional High School; Charwin, Rich-
ard; Director of Pupil Personnel Ser-
vice; $142,000, starting date of Au-
gust 8, 2011.

Jacqueline Bass
Westfield

Senator Calls for Investigation of
Elizabeth Board of Education

August 22, 2011
To: Christopher D. Cerf, Acting

Commissioner, Department of Edu-
cation

Dear Acting Commissioner Cerf,
In a front-page article dated Au-

gust 21, 2011, the Newark Star-Led-
ger reported abuses of the free and
reduced price lunch program by the
Elizabeth Board of Education. Ac-
cording to the article, the president of
the school board, a principal, and a
supervisor of custodians enrolled their
children in the free and reduced price
lunch program, even though their in-
comes far exceed the level needed to
qualify for the program.

This year, when you appeared be-
fore the Senate Budget Committee, I
informed you about the potential for
abuse of the free and reduced price
lunch program, and how enrolling a
student in the program triggers an
“At-Risk” designation, which results
in an additional $6,000-7,000 of state
school aid for a student. This addi-
tional school aid, which can exceed
hundreds of millions of dollars, is
collected from taxpayers throughout
the state.

I also bring to your attention a June
2011 report, issued by the State Au-
ditor, Stephen Eells, in which he high-
lighted the potential for fraud and
abuse of the free and reduced price
lunch program.

These allegations of fraud within
the Elizabeth school district need to
be investigated immediately.

Please accept this letter as my
formal request for such an investiga-
tion.

Sincerely,
Michael J. Doherty

Member of the State Senate

Westfield Rebuilds From the Fire,
Buoyed As Plywood Is Removed

Westfield is fighting back to rebuild from the
devastation created by the fire on May 5 when a
block of Elm and Quimby Street in the downtown
was destroyed as Ferraro’s Restaurant went ablaze.
The Westfield Planning Board took the first step on
August 18 by approving the rebuild concept for the
Ferraro portion of the ruin. When finished, this
should address half of the undertaking with hopes of
being better than before.

The other portion of the revivification, the build-
ing from Elm Street wrapping around to Quimby
Street, remains boarded up. It is being advertised as
newly renovated and ‘available for lease.’ The faith
in this facet will be buoyed when the plywood is
removed and the windows are replaced to provide a
soot-free view of a glistening interior. We hope this
can happen soon.

Most of the attention over the next several months
will focus on the epicenter of the rebuild, the Ferraro’s
Restaurant segment on Elm Street – not an easy task;
and requiring patience from neighboring businesses
and dwellers as streets are closed, cranes and bull-
dozers ply their trade. The jumble must be gutted.

Then “The Phoenix can rise again.” It could be
complex as a three-story brick building must be
demolished, and in a safe manner without impacting
the co-joined Cozenza building at the corner of Elm
Street and North Avenue.

The momentum, planning and initiative seem to
be in place to get the job done and return to business.
We, along with many others, look forward to a
smooth and speedy implementation.

Westfield is a pleasant place to be with its shop-
ping, dining and diverse businesses. This one set-
back, not the end of the world, will be overcome –
and the downtown will return to be as fine as all
remember.

The coup de grâce of this remake just one block
away – We think it should include the return of the
Jolly Trolley? Its demise was not one of fire but a
casualty of corporate folly. It wouldn’t require de-
molishing a three-story building – just foresight, the
reestablishment of the nostalgic meeting place; draft
beer, peanut shells on the floor, salad bar and the best
prime rib. “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”
[Sic] sign.

Yesterday And Today
A Sinking Fund is a long-forgotten
financial practice where money is put
away until you can afford to pursue a
viable project. The antithesis today is
where government borrows your money
to pursue a project that is not viable. Then

the project goes bankrupt. An example of
a project that is sinking on your borrowed
money is the $3.8 billion bankrupt Xanadu
project. The developer now wants another
$800 million. Another long-forgotten
financial practice is “Cut Your Losses.”

Cty Ignores State,
Trenton Abandons Us
This letter was sent to N.J. Con-

troller Matthew Boxer. So far all I got
from him was thank you e-mail and
no action. Union County taxpayers
are having state mandates ignored
and Trenton is abandoning us. Is any-
one else disturbed by our govern-
ment in Elizabeth and Trenton taking
our money?

*****
Dear Mr. Boxer, Re: County Taxes
I am a longtime resident of Union

County and have been dismayed by
the cost of our county government
for some time. In particular, the tax
burden on my town of Scotch Plains
is imposed first by the public school
system and next by the County of
Union.

In fact, the school board was able
to keep their percentage increase this
year down, based on the tax rates, to
1 percent increase from last year.
However, the county’s increase is 7
percent. I do not understand how this
could happen with the state-imposed
2 percent cap. The previous year’s
increase was 6 percent as well. Some
counties such as Bergen were able to
provide their taxpayers a 0 percent
increase, but not Union County.

Some explanations made to us as
to why they need this money from us
are:

1. The county provided some 700
employees free lifetime medical cov-
erage.

2. They awarded a $15-million con-
tract for a banquet facility clubhouse
at the Galloping Hill Golf Course.
The county stated that the banquet
facility would generate a positive cash
flow of $2 million annually by the
third year in operation.

The savings for the lifetime ben-
efits are in question. Could this pro-
jection for the golf course also be
unrealistic? In fact, it was mentioned
that the budget might have been ex-
ceeded by 50 percent ($10 million to
$15 million).

3. A $1.6-million contact for a new
maintenance golf club maintenance
building at the same course as above.

4. The county recently completed a
$1.7-million driving range at the same
course.

5. The county awarded a $190,350
contract for engineering, contract
administration and inspection for ar-
tificial turf and lights at two fields.

While these items may have some
merit, it is questionable during the
worst recession since the Great De-
pression that they are needed at this
time. Regarding efficient execution,
that is another story and we would be
thankful for your review to confirm
that we are not being misrepresented.

These last items can be seen on the
Internet of The Scotch Plains –
Fanwood Times; goleader.com/
11jun16/06.pdf

6. There was also a question re-
garding receipts from last year’s
county MusicFest. This is under in-
vestigation by the county itself. The
cost of the entire MusicFest is ques-
tionable in light of our situation.

I know that you have a busy sched-
ule. If there is anything you could do
to look into the cost of our county
government, which is driving our
property taxes through the ceiling, it
would be appreciated.

Many in Union County are asking
these same questions. Therefore I
will share this letter with the media.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance

425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 518-7733

goleader.com/help


