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State Chamber Names
Bramnick Legis. of Yr.
TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) has been
named as a recipient of the New Jer-
sey State Chamber of Commerce’s
Legislator of the Year award. Mr.
Bramnick will be presented with the
award at the Chamber’s Business and
Legislative Awards Reception at
Bally’s Atlantic City on Tuesday,
September 27.

The following morning Mr.
Bramnick will join the three other
legislative recipients, Senate Presi-
dent Steve Sweeney (D-3,
Gloucester), Senator Steve Oroho (R-
24, Sparta), and Assemblyman Albert
Coutinho (D-29, Newark), in a
roundtable discussion on issues fac-
ing New Jersey.

“I am honored to be a recipient of the
Chamber’s award and appreciate their
recognition,” Mr. Bramnick said. “New
Jersey faced many challenges this year
and we achieved some significant ac-
complishments, such as reforming our
pension and healthcare systems. We
still have a lot of work in front us,
especially keeping our focus on creat-
ing jobs and improving our state’s
economy. Those are ongoing issues
that we can all agree are top priorities.”

Mr. Bramnick was a primary spon-
sor of the Business Retention and
Relocation Assistance Grant Program
(S-2370/A-3389) that was signed into
law by Governor Chris Christie in
January. The law makes New Jersey’s
business climate more favorable to
job retention and growth, he said.

Mr. Bramnick serves as Republi-
can Conference Leader and is a mem-
ber of the Assembly Law and Public
Safety Committee and Consumer
Affairs Committee.
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Private Maxwell of SP
 Completes Training
SCOTCH PLAINS -- Army Pri-

vate Anthony Maxwell has gradu-
ated from basic infantry training at
Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga. During
the nine weeks of training, the soldier
received training in drill and ceremo-
nies, weapons, map reading, tactics,
military courtesy, military justice,
physical fitness, first aid, and Army
history, core values and traditions.

Additional training included de-
velopment of basic combat skills
and battlefield operations and tac-
tics, and experiencing use of vari-
ous weapons and weapons de-
fenses available to the infantry
crewman.

He is the son of Anthony Maxwell
of Scotch Plains and Despi Felix of
Bronx, N.Y. Maxwell is a 2009 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gradu-
ate.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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 Warning Issued On
P.O.D. Accounts

COUNTY — Union County Surrogate
James LaCorte has issued a warning re-
garding Payable on Death (P.O.D.) bank
policies for Union County residents with
a special emphasis to seniors.

Payable-On-Death means adding a
beneficiary to a bank account. In the
event of your death, the beneficiary can
access the money with a death certificate
or proof of death, without a judge’s signa-
ture, probate proceedings, attorneys, or
anyone’s permission. Earlier this year the
Surrogate issued a similar warning re-
garding the practices of out-of-state banks
with branches in New Jersey in relation to
safety deposit boxes. Many of these insti-
tutions may not follow New Jersey prac-
tice when it comes to releasing certain
items from those boxes when the owner
of the safety deposit box dies. Some of
the same institutions are exhibiting a simi-
lar lack of understanding in the area of
P.O.D. accounts.

“I encourage anyone with a POD ac-
count to go to their bank, discuss and be
clear on what the policy is regarding
these accounts,” Mr. LaCorte said. “Un-
fortunately, some large out-of-state banks
with New Jersey branches are requiring
loved ones to acquire a Surrogate’s Court
document before they will pay over the
proceeds of these accounts. In the State of
New Jersey that document is not re-
quired.” P.O.D. accounts are, in fact, a
contract between the account owner and
the bank. The bank agrees to pay the
proceeds of the account to the payee on
the account upon the submission of com-
petent proof of death of the account holder.
A certified death certificate is more than
adequate proof of death. However, in
many instances, these large out-of-state
banks with branches in New Jersey make
these transfers much more difficult in
times of hardship.

There are times when all of the funds
cannot be released such as whenever the
payee is not a son, daughter, spouse,
grandchild, etc. A tax waiver is required
for all other payees. As in the case of
safety deposit boxes, sometimes “bigger
is not better.” Anyone who desires to set
up a P.O.D. account is encouraged to talk
to a smaller local bank first; they may be
more accommodating. A local bank may
make the process easier for your benefi-
ciary, resulting in an orderly transition of
your assets at a time when your family
will need it the most. For more informa-
tion on services provided by the
Surrogate’s office, call (908) 527-4280.

Rahway Council Rejects Mayor’s
Request for Additional Staff

The Rahway City Council has re-
jected a proposal by Mayor Rick Proc-
tor to add a secretary and chief of
staff to the city’s payroll at a com-
bined $100,000, according to
LocalSource.com and
rahwayrising.com, a blog site.

Mayor Proctor, a former Union
County freeholder who was elected
mayor in November, requested a full-
time secretary position at $55,000 a
year along with a part-time chief of
staff at $45,000 annually. City Ad-
ministrator Peter Pelissier said he did
not see the additions as warranted.
He said if employees were hired it
should be in the fire department as
the city’s firefighters union has asked
the city to increase staffing levels.

Governor, Lawmakers Call
For Probe of Elizabeth BOE

The governor’s office and several
state lawmakers are calling on an
investigation of the Elizabeth school
district following allegations that
some of the board of education’s high-
ranking officials signed their chil-
dren up for free and subsidized
lunches paid for by taxpayers, nj.com
has report.

A Star-Ledger report found that
the president of the Elizabeth Board
of Education, a school principal and
a supervisor of custodians all have
children enrolled in the free or re-
duced lunch program, despite not
meeting federal income eligibility
requirements.

Senators Ray Lesniak (D-20, Eliza-
beth), Senator Michael Doherty (R-
23, Hunterdon), Assemblyman Jo-
seph Cryan (D-20, Union), and As-
semblywoman Annette Quijano (D-
20, Elizabeth) also have urged state
and federal authorities to investigate
the matter.

Ex-Middlesex Sheriff, Two
Others Indicted for Conspiracy
Former Middlesex County sheriff

Joseph Spicuzzo and two others were
indicted last week on charges they
conspired to sell jobs and promotions
for cash, nj.com reported. The 11-
count indictment, announced by the
Attorney General’s Office, charges
Spicuzzo, 66, Darrin DiBiasi, 43, and
Paul Lucarelli, 46, with conspiracy,
official misconduct and bribery. If
convicted, they each face a maximum
sentence of 10 years in state prison.

According to the report, between
1996 and 2008, Spicuzzo allegedly used
his post as elected sheriff to solicit
$112,000 in bribes from eight different
people who, in return, were appointed
as sheriff’s investigators or were pro-
moted within the sheriff’s office.

Federal Judge Upholds
Lt. Gov. Ruling on Carl Lewis
A federal judge has declined to

overturn Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno’s decision not to certify
former Olympic track star Carl Lewis
as a state Senate candidate in South
Jersey because he did not meet the
state’s four-year residency require-
ment to run for the state Legislature.

U.S. District Court Judge Noel
Hillman said there was no need to
overrule Ms. Guadagno, who made her
ruling in her role as Secretary of State,
with only several weeks to go before
the September 8 ballot deadline for
November’s General Election.

Obama Poll Numbers Drop
Eleven Points in New Jersey

New Jersey voters have become no-
ticeably less positive about President
Barack Obama, according to a new
Rutgers-Eagleton Poll. The President’s
favorable rating has dropped to 44 per-
cent, down 11 points from an April
Rutgers-Eagleton Poll, while another
44 percent view him unfavorably, up
12 points.

Over the same period, support for
Governor Chris Christie is mostly
unchanged, at 45 percent favorable
and 47 percent unfavorable, com-
pared to 44 percent to 42 percent four
months ago. Results are from a
Rutgers-Eagleton Poll of 615 regis-
tered voters conducted among both
landline and cell phone households
from August 9 to 15.

Port Authority ‘Phases-in’
Toll Hikes on Bridges, PATH

Mattress Factory’s
Wine and Bed-ucation
Many people equate buying a new

mattress to buying a car. There is an
uncomfortable expectation to nego-
tiate and haggle coupled with a lack
of knowledge about the product. It
can be at best frustrating and some-
times even anxiety-provoking. The
Mattress Factory would like to pro-
vide an opportunity to learn every-
thing you ever wanted to know about
mattresses but were afraid to ask. We
can show you how a mattress is built,
what to consider when deciding on a
quality, industry trends, etc. Believe
it or not, the bedding industry has a
lot going on in it and can be very
exciting… at least we think so!

Every Wednesday and Friday be-
tween 6 and 8 p.m. from now until
Labor Day, visit our showroom at 35
South Avenue in Fanwood for a cock-
tail and some bed-ucation. We will
not be writing any orders during these
times but we will offer you a coupon
to use if you decide to purchase at
another time. So bring your ques-
tions or just your curiosity, and get
some bed-ucation so that you can
Sleep Well, Live Well.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Fitch Lowers Rating on
New Jersey’s  Bonds
STATE -- Fitch Ratings has low-

ered its assessment of New Jersey’s
general obligation bonds one notch to
AA– from AA, The New York Times
reported last week. Fitch said the state’s
reforms on health benefits and pen-
sion would improve the condition of
New Jersey’s pension funds long term,
but in the short run the agreement
could make the state’s finances worse.

Fitch said the pension system re-
mains far short of the assets it needs
even with the overhaul, noting the
state’s pension system had 56 per-
cent of the money it needed to meet
its long-term obligations, and that the
approved changes increased that num-
ber to 65 percent.

REGION — The Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey Board of
Commissioners last Thursday ap-
proved a two-part phase-in of toll and
PATH fare rates following receipt of

a letter from New Jersey Governor
Chris Christie and New York Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo.

Tolls on cars using E-ZPass will
increase $1.50 in September 2011
and then 75 cents in December each
year from 2012-2015 for a total in-
crease of $4.50 over five years, down
from the proposed $6 increase over
four years.

Cars paying with cash will have
the same increase, but will be subject
to an additional $2 penalty. Tolls on
trucks using E-ZPass will pay an ad-
ditional $2 per axle in September
2011, and then an additional $2 per
axle in December of each year from
2012 -2015.

Tolls on trucks paying cash will
have the same increase, but will be
subject to an additional $3 per axle
cash penalty. Fares on the PATH train
will increase 25 cents per year for the
next four years.

Under the previous plan, tolls for
autos using E-ZPass were to increase
from $6 to $10 roundtrip for off-peak
travel and from $8 to $12 in peak
hours. An additional $2 increase dur-
ing peak and off-peak hours was to
have been implemented in 2014. Also
proposed was a cash toll surcharge of
$3, increasing the cash rate from $8
to $15 in 2011 and another $2 in
2014. PATH fares were to have gone
from $1.75 to $2.75 in 2011.

“We jointly indicated, both pub-
licly and privately, that such a signifi-
cant toll hike was unacceptable and
we would not approve,” the Gover-
nors said in the letter to the PA board.

“Why we did not want to see any
toll increase, given the crisis facing
the Port Authority and its finances,
the potential safety and economic
climate, a toll and fare increase can-
not be avoided,” the Governors
stated. They said they would sup-
port toll and fare increases if phased
in over the next few years.

The toll hikes will fund a $25 bil-
lion 10-year capital plan that includes
repairs to the George Washington
Bridge; rehabilitation of the Lincoln
Tunnel helix; raising the Bayonne
Bridge roadway; construction of a
new Goethals Bridge; PATH car, sig-
nal, and station modernizations; air-
port runway and taxiway moderniza-
tions; security enhancements at all
facilities, and completion of the new
World Trade Center. In addition to
bridges and tunnels, the PA has juris-
diction over Newark Liberty,
Kennedy and Laguardia Airports.

WESTFIELD IS BACK...The Westfield Planning Board has approved the rebuilding plans submitted by Ferraro’s Restaurant of Westfield. Pictured above, from left to right, is a picture by Westfield Leader
and Times photographer Benjamin B. Corbin of the building at the corner of Elm and Quimby Streets, owned by Bavint Corporation of Garwood, which will be renovated and converted into retail space;
an artist rendering of the new Ferraro’s on Elm by Millburn-based architect Nancy Daugherty; and the Cosenza building at Elm and North Avenue. Please see story on page 1 and editorial on page 4.


