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PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Linker Calls for Impeachment
Of President Obama Over Libya

RIDGEWOOD — Last Wednes-
day, conservative Republican U.S.
Senate candidate from New Jersey
Ian Linker again called on the U.S.
House of Representatives to issue
articles of impeachment for Presi-
dent Barack Obama. He issued the
following statement:

“President Obama should be im-
peached for his willful violation of
the War Powers Act in keeping Ameri-
can military forces involved in the
civil war in Libya since March with-
out Congress’s blessing. The Act re-
quires the President obtain Congres-
sional authorization if U.S. forces are
involved in hostilities.

“There can be no dispute that we
are involved in the civil war, which
clearly are hostilities. Playing with
the language of the Act to avoid com-
plying with the law is shameful. The
President’s failure to fulfill his legal
obligation to request Congressional

authorization for American military
involvement in the Libyan war as
required under the War Powers Act is
an impeachable offense.

“Although the House of Repre-
sentatives rebuked the President last
week for violating the law and the
Senate Foreign Affairs Committee
is now debating the issue, the
President’s conduct is inexcusable.
When you consider his willful vio-
lation of the War Powers Act and his
inability to prevent the recent S&P
debt downgrade, the President has
failed the American people and has
failed as Commander-in-Chief – he
is unfit for office and should be im-
peached.”

Cranford Cop Arrested
On Sex Assault Charge

CRANFORD — Cranford Police
Officer was charged and arrested over
the weekend for fourth degree crimi-
nal sexual contact and second-degree
official misconduct, authorities an-
nounced Monday.

Following an investigation by the
internal affairs bureau of the Cranford
Police Department, Brian Thomas,
37, turned himself into authorities on
Friday, Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said.

Thomas is accused of assaulting a
woman while on duty and in uniform
on June 22, 2011, Mr. Romankow
said.

Cranford Police Chief Eric Mason
said Thomas, a 12-year veteran of the
department and a 16-year member of
law enforcement, was suspended
without pay following his arrest.

Thomas was being held in the
Union County jail on $150,000 bail,
authorities.

GOP Rips Dems Over

Hearing on DMV Problems
LODI — The state Senate Budget

and Appropriation Committee held a
hearing August 4 in Lodi on infra-
structure problems at the Motor Ve-
hicle Commission.

Senate Republican Budget Officer
Tony Bucco (R-25, Denville) said the
problems a Motor Vehicles “were not
created overnight; they are the result
of years of neglect of the state’s IT
system.”

“The impact of budget reductions
on MVC service and lines is mini-
mal, at best. This is an issue of tech-
nology. To the extent that funding
reductions had any impact at all, the
fault lies with the Democratic Major-
ity whose eight years of fiscal reck-
lessness and spending beyond the
state’s means to pay necessitated those

difficult decisions,” Sen. Bucco said.
Senator Kevin O’Toole (R-40, Ce-

dar Grove) said, “The idea that prob-
lems resulting from MVC’s computer
systems have miraculously sprung
up in less than two years under the
Christie Administration is laughable
on its face.”

He called the hearing a “little
more than a campaign event held
for the benefit of area legislators’
re-election campaigns” in Bergen
County.”

Senator Stephen Orotho (R-24,
Sparta) said, MVC “Commissioner
(Ray) Martinez is, in my opinion,
compensating for the neglect of these
upgrades in years past under Demo-
cratic governors and is implementing
the system as quickly as possible.”

Senators Slam Defense Dept.
On Closing of Monmouth

NEWARK – U.S. Senators Frank
Lautenberg (D-N.J.) and Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) have criticized
the U.S. Department of Defense
(DOD) for its decision to close the
Fort Monmouth commissary when
the base closes next month.

Since 2010, the lawmakers said
they have advocated for DOD to
keep the commissary open to con-
tinue serving 19,000 service mem-
bers, surviving spouses, military re-
tirees and their families who the
U.S. Army had estimated would con-
tinue to utilize the commissary after
the base closes.

“Since the Bush Administration
recommended closing Fort
Monmouth, we have worked together
to fight this misguided closure, and
most recently to keep the commis-
sary open. We are deeply disturbed
by the Pentagon’s decision. Closing
the commissary is the wrong deci-
sion and it adds insult to injury for
military families in the region,” said
Senator Lautenberg, an Army vet-
eran. “The commissary is a critical
resource for military families and
this will only serve to heighten the
impact of the base closure. We will
continue to do everything in our power
to support the military retirees and
their families who have already sac-
rificed so much.”

“I am incredibly disappointed that
the Pentagon has chosen to ignore the
Army’s recommendation and close

the Fort Monmouth commissary,”
Senator Menendez said. “Thousands
of military families and veterans will
now be faced with a sudden lack of
access to the affordable food and
basic goods they need. The Depart-
ment of Defense should have at the
very least kept the commissary open
long enough to enable families to
adjust to this change, as we’ve been
advocating for over a year. It is the
right thing to do on behalf of those
who sacrifice so much on behalf of
our country.”

In 2005, the Bush Administration
recommended the closure of Fort
Monmouth to the Base Realignment
and Closure (BRAC) Commission.
The recommendation was accepted
by the BRAC Commission and the
base is now scheduled to shut down
in September 2011.

The delegation met with Army
Secretary John McHugh in May 2010
to personally request the commis-
sary remain open for a transitional
two-year period after Fort Monmouth
closes. In August 2010, the lawmak-
ers sent a letter to Army Secretary
McHugh to reiterate their stance that
the commissary is vital for military
retirees and their families across the
state. In response to the lawmakers’
request, Secretary McHugh recom-
mended in February 2011 that the
commissary remain open for a transi-
tional two-year period following Fort
Monmouth’s closure.

New Jersey Healthcare and Medicaid
Three-Yr. Pilot Program Becomes Law

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie on August 19 signed into law
legislation sponsored by Assembly-
woman Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Sum-
mit) creating a three-year pilot pro-
gram aimed to improve healthcare
for Medicaid recipients at reduced
costs.

The bipartisan bill, S-2443/A-
3636, is based on the efforts of Dr.
Jeffrey Brenner, a Camden doctor
who determined that 1 percent of
patients accounted for 30 percent of
healthcare costs at three hospitals in
Camden. He realized the patients
under study often had factors such as
poverty, depression, disability or lan-
guage barriers preventing them from
receiving optimal healthcare. Dr.
Brenner then gathered a team com-
prised of nurse practitioners and so-
cial workers for an intensive and in-
tegrated approach in the patients’
homes to treat their symptoms and
change their behavior. This resulted
in cutting patients’ time at hospitals

in half and saved more than $500,000
per month in hospital bills.

“Dr. Brenner’s research and find-
ings that explore other factors be-
sides those of a physical nature and
add to healthcare costs is an impor-
tant contribution to both patients and
society,” Asw. Muñoz said. “Chal-
lenging the norm is a key part of
medicine and our state is fortunate to
have an innovative and critical thinker
such as Dr. Brenner. I am anxious to
see the pilot expanded to other parts
of New Jersey so these benefits can
be realized by more people whose
ailments are more complicated than
first thought.”

The legislation would create the
Medicaid Accountable Care Organi-
zation Project in which nonprofit
groups could apply to provide
healthcare in an area with more than
5,000 Medicaid recipients. Providers
who can deliver improved care and
save costs would be entitled to gain
sharing payments from Medicaid.

Bramnick Pushes for NJ
‘16 GOP Convention
WESTFIELD – Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) is launch-
ing a campaign this week to bring the
2016 Republican National Conven-
tion to New Jersey. “Late night tele-
vision jokes about Newark and New
Jersey will end after people visit the
Prudential Center,” Asm. Bramnick
said. “Hosting the convention will be
an economic driver for the region.”

The state last hosted a national con-
vention in 1964, when Lyndon Johnson
accepted the Democratic nomination
in Atlantic City. A spokesman for the
Prudential Center, Robert Sommer,
said that officials from the Giants, Jets
and the Prudential Center would meet
to discuss the idea.

Trinitas to Receive $5 Mil.
Increase in State Aid

ELIZABETH - Governor Chris
Christie and Health Commissioner
Mary O’Dowd visited Trinitas Re-
gional Medical Center in Elizabeth
on August 18 to highlight reforms to
funding for charity care, the Hospital
Relief Subsidy Fund and Graduate
Medical Education (GME). The hos-
pital will receive the state’s largest
increase in hospital funding at $5
million.

Charity care, which supports the
care that all 72 hospitals provide to
the uninsured, will increase to $675
million. All 38 teaching hospitals will
receive a total of $90 million in GME.
In addition, all 72 hospitals will re-
ceive a total of $166 million in Hos-
pital Relief Subsidy Funds, which
supports the care hospitals provide
for behavioral health, pregnancy,
childbirth and newborn services.

Trinitas will receive $55.9 million
in hospital funding for Fiscal Year
2012, an increase of $5 million over
Fiscal Year 2011. The funding in-
cludes $44 million in charity care, an
increase of $841,000; $9.7 million in
Hospital Relief Subsidy Funding, an
increase of $3.3 million; and $2.2
million in GME, an increase of
$859,000 over Fiscal Year 2011.

“Clearly, the Governor recognizes

the important role urban safety net
hospitals, like Trinitas, play in tak-
ing care of the most vulnerable pa-
tients in communities across New
Jersey,” Trinitas President Gary
Horan said.

Hospitals that have demonstrated a
strong commitment to medical edu-
cation of physicians, behavioral
health and obstetric services will fare
best under the formula changes. All
three formulas were reformed to re-
duce state administrative costs and
make funding more equitable and
transparent to hospitals.

In addition to providing a signifi-
cant amount of charity care to the
uninsured, Trinitas is also a major
provider of behavioral health ser-
vices with a $14.4 million contract
with the Department of Human Ser-
vices. It also receives $200,000 in
state funding to provide quality ac-
cess to prenatal care, preconcep-
tion and interconception care as a
means to decrease infant mortality
rates.

Trinitas Regional Medical Center
is a Catholic community teaching
hospital sponsored by the Sisters of
Charity of Saint Elizabeth in partner-
ship with the Elizabethtown
Healthcare Foundation.

DeCroce, Bramnick:  Poll
Shows Dems Not Doing Job
TRENTON – GOP Release: New

Jersey voters understand who is ac-
countable for government’s overspend-
ing and who they believe is taking the
proper approach in correcting the prob-
lem, Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce and Conference Leader Jon
Bramnick said.

Asm. DeCroce and Asm. Bramnick
were referring to the results of the
Quinnipiac Poll released last week
which shows the public disapproves
of the way Democrats in the Legisla-
ture dealt with the state budget and
the way both the Senate and Assem-
bly are handling their jobs.

“Everyone knows government
spends too much except the Demo-
crats in the Legislature,” Asm.
DeCroce said. “When 63 percent of
the public disapproves of the way
Trenton Democrats handled the bud-
get that sends an unmistakable mes-
sage. The Democrats in Trenton tried
to portray responsible governing as
‘mean-spirited’ in order to curry fa-
vor and use it as a wedge in Novem-
ber, but taxpayers aren’t fooled.”

“The Quinnipiac results support
the Republicans’ ongoing commit-
ment to maintaining fiscal discipline,”
Asm. Bramnick, Westfield. “The per-
formance review for Governor
Christie is positive and is a credit to
his leadership during the budget de-
bate. The governor has maintained
his steadfast commitment to keeping
taxpayers as the number one priority
which is what the public deserves.”

“In order to change the fiscal mis-
management that occurred when
Democrats had total control of state
government, we need responsible lead-
ers who can make difficult decisions
year after year,” Asm. DeCroce said.
“Governor Christie began the process
of putting taxpayers first last year and
continued it with the new budget. The
strategy employed by Senate Presi-
dent Sweeney and Speaker Oliver that
would have continued spending dol-
lars we don’t have is being resound-
ingly rejected by the public. The pub-
lic is paying more attention to the way
government operates than Democrats
in Trenton think.”

GOP Freeholder Candidates
Call for UC Alliance Probe

COUNTY — Union County Re-
publican Freeholder candidates Andy
Smith and Eddie Ortiz are calling for
a state investigation of the Union
County Alliance following a series of
articles authored by investigative re-
porter Cheryl Hehl of the Local Source
which uncovered numerous alleged
improprieties in the non-profit, county
funded organization’s tax returns.

The only two people reportedly on
staff for the Union County Alliance
are the sister-in-law of Freeholder
Dan Sullivan and the former county
communications director, which was
given $322,125 in taxpayer dollars
by the freeholder board in 2011 with
no oversight.

Ms. Hehl uncovered a number of
inconsistencies in cash flow reported
in the tax returns, as well as potential
violations of the organizations’ 501(c)4
non-profit status. The two employees
of the Alliance combined make in
excess of $150,000. She also noted
that despite numerous calls and visits
to the Alliance’s rented office space,
neither employee was ever there.

The Alliance publishes two “news-
papers,” called Union County Direc-
tions, which are mailed to every

household in Union County one night
before the Primary and another night
before the General Election.

“The papers are essentially press
releases for the all-Democratic Union
County Freeholder Board and other
Democratic politicians,” the GOP
candidates said.

“We have long known that the only
real purpose of these taxpayer-funded
‘newspapers’ is to laud the supposed
accomplishments of the Freeholders
under the guise of objective news
right before the Primary and General
Elections, but it appears now that the
taxpayer abuse may go deeper than
just taxpayer funded politics,” said
Mr. Smith. “Investigations by the state
comptroller as well as the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs are long
overdue, and I would hope the free-
holder board would join us in de-
manding such an investigation. If
there is nothing to hide, then they
shouldn’t have any problem having
the comptroller and DCS look into
this issue uncovered by a respected,
non-partisan journalist. An investi-
gation by the county itself would be
nothing more than the fox watching
the henhouse.”

Residents Are Asked to Help Keep
Mosquito Population Under Control

COUNTY – The County of Union is
asking county residents to check their
property for standing water: potential
breeding sites for mosquitoes. The sig-
nificant amount of rainfall the area has
recently experienced can leave behind
small amounts of standing water that
female mosquitoes require to breed.

There are about 20 different species
of mosquitoes in Union County. In-
cluded in this group is the Asian tiger
mosquito. This non-native species has
been moving northward since it was
first identified in Texas in 1985. It has
now found a home in at least half of
New Jersey, including Union County.

Removing litter and debris is a
major first step toward eliminating
breeding sites. Unused pools, foun-
tains, and ornamental ponds should

be drained and covered. Residents
should also check their outdoor equip-
ment and garden ornaments, including
grills, wheelbarrows, and tarpaulins, to
ensure there is no place for water to
collect, even in very small amounts.
Rain gutters should be cleaned regu-
larly to ensure that water does not col-
lect in blockages, and water in bird-
baths should be changed at least once a
week. To avoid bites, residents are ad-
vised to wear long clothing when out-
doors in the early morning and early
evening. DEET remains the single most
effective mosquito repellent. County
residents are advised to follow all in-
structions carefully when using prod-
ucts containing DEET.

To report mosquito infestations,
call (908) 654-9834.


