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MERIT…Boy Scouts of Troop 104 of Scotch Plains spent a week at Sabattis
Adventure Camp in Adirondack Park. The scouts earned merit badges and won
several awards. Pictured left to right, are: front row, Scott Kaiser, Daniel
Holloway, Grady Szuch, Michael Lockfeld, Michael Bonnell, Brandon Novello,
Steven Rhein, Ian Gordon, Trent Paulovitis; second row, Chris Ho, Liam
Cummings, Jamey Kaiser, T.J. Zimmermann, Antonio Spadaro, Nick Spadaro,
Mike Gentile, Grant Brown, Sam Venick, Ryan Lesiak, Steven Ho, Conor
Cheney, Dan Farrell, and Doug McIntyre.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KUDOS...Scotch Plains Councilman Kevin Glover thanks a few key players  who
helped make the Summer Concert Series a success at the last concert of the season
held August 18 in the Village Green. Pictured, left to right, are: Vince Lasavio of
John’s Meat Market, Mr. Glover, a representative from Investors Saving Bank
and Steve Goldberg of the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ARRIVEDERCI...Construction has begun in earnest at the site of the former
Mezzogiorno restaurant on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains. The old building has
been gutted except for support beams and the side wall containing the large
mural. The property is being developed into an Irish pub on the ground floor,
with two floors of apartments being added above.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
9/11 REMEMBERED...Scotch Plains’ memorial commemorating the attacks of
September 11, 2001 continues to take shape and will be dedicated on Sunday,
September 11 at the Alan Augustine Village Green. The centerpiece of the
memorial will be a segment of steel from the World Trade Center.

Heights, Clark, Fanwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Scotch Plains and Westfield do not
have long-term deals with the UCUA.
Mr. Sullivan said the freeholders
would have to hold another public
hearing as required per state statutes
on the revised lease extension.

“It’s been a long haul going back to
last year,” Mr. Sullivan said. “Now is
the time to get all the pieces finally in
place and to implement it.”

According to the county press re-
lease, the extended lease deal is ex-
pected to “result in at least $70 mil-
lion in additional revenue and tax
relief during the lifetime of the ex-
tended lease to Union County and 14
municipalities that are already con-
tracted to bring waste to the facility.”

The 14 towns that sign on through
2031 will see their tipping fees at the
incinerator reduced by $12 from $68
per ton to $56 per ton. Private haulers
in the seven non-contract towns are
charged $97 per ton. Those towns are
to receive a $3 per ton reduction
through environmental grants from
the UCUA paid directly to the towns.

Mr. Sullivan, who has served as a
freeholder since 1995 and has been
freeholder liaison to the UCUA, said
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Whistleblower Resigns

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
QUEEN...The rock group Almost Queen entertained a large crowd at the Union
County Summer Arts Festival held at Oak Ridge Park in  Clark August 17. The
series concludes Wednesday, August 31, with The Nerds beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Emergency Alert 6108
@ucfirstalert.org – There has been
reports of an earthquake in the Vir-
ginia/Washington, D.C. area that has
caused some tremors that have been
felt throughout the area. There are
some reports of minor communica-
tion interruptions.

Scotch Plains – A five-second
tremor was felt.

Westfield – I was sitting at my desk
working and felt the movement. I had
a glass of water (yes, water) on my
desk that also showed signs of move-
ment.

Clark – A kitchen cabinet door
opened, things rattled and the floor
shook.

Cranford – A few minutes ago my
house was swaying for a few sec-
onds; just a little, it felt like a tremor.
Didn’t hear anything explode.

Westfield – Did you just feel the
earthquake down by you? Scared the
xyzz out of us. The 600 building
emptied out.

Newark – I was in Newark and
Millburn, felt it also, but my mother-
in-law did not feel it in Buffalo.

Clark — The level 5.8 earthquake
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Earthquake Comments

amongst residents: those individuals
who make more pay more, and those
individuals who make less pay less.”

The top 1 percent of income-earn-
ing residents in the state ultimately
provides 38.5 percent of the funding
gathered from income taxes, accord-
ing to Mr. Doherty and the New Jer-
sey Department of the Treasury for
the 2009 tax year, the last year such
information was available. Residents
whose incomes rank in the bottom 33
percent pay nothing in income tax.
Sen. Doherty asked, “When the in-
come tax fund (i.e. the school fund) is
collected progressively, shouldn’t the
money be distributed equally to each
student regardless of where that stu-
dent lives or the economic status of
that student’s family?”

 The Fair School Funding Plan
would redistribute funding gathered
from the current income tax equally
to each student in the state and leave
each student with $7,481 in aid per
year, Mr. Doherty said. For Union
County, his legislation would mean
an increase in $34 million in aid. For
the state, it would mean an increase
in funds available to 85 percent of
school districts.

 “New Jersey must adopt a simple,
transparent system for funding our
schools,” he said.

 The state’s current system of
school aid goes back to 1985 with the
Abbott v. Burke case brought before
the New Jersey Supreme Court. The
ruling mandated that funding avail-
able to the state’s impoverished school
districts be made equal to that avail-
able to the wealthiest. Subsequent
Abbott v. Burke rulings in the 1990s
named 28 districts as “Abbott dis-
tricts” and added that all such schools
receive supplemental funding and
parity aid. In 2008, the School Fund-
ing Reform Act (SFRA) became the
first unified school-funding system
in place since the original system
created in 1976 following the intro-
duction of the state income tax. Un-
der the SFRA, wealthier communi-
ties were provided with less aid and
poorer communities with more. The
Supreme Court ruled in 2009 that the
state had successfully upheld the stan-
dards set out by the SFRA. In May of
this year, the Supreme Court over-
turned its 2009 decision and ruled
that the state would have to provide
$500 million to the 31 school dis-
tricts identified today as Abbotts. It is
on the heels of this latest decision that
Mr. Doherty has introduced his plan
for Fair School Funding.

At Wednesday’s meeting, Mr.
Doherty said the current method of
funding educational aid was uncon-
stitutional on multiple grounds. He
cited Article VIII, Section IV, Para-
graph 1 of the State Constitution,
which states, “The Legislature shall
provide for the maintenance and sup-
port of a thorough and efficient sys-
tem of free public schools for the
instruction of all the children in the
state between the ages of five and 18
years,” to argue that the New Jersey
legislative body is the sole branch of
the state’s government presiding over
matters of education. Then making
reference to the division of powers
clause in the New Jersey Constitu-
tion, Mr. Doherty said the Supreme
Court had overstepped the bounds of
its jurisdiction by issuing any man-
dates concerning Abbott districts or
any other educational districts in the
state of New Jersey. “What we have
now is judicial tyranny,” he said.

Mr. Doherty conceded that the
phrase “thorough and efficient” in
the aforementioned clause was am-
biguous but highlighted the second
paragraph in the same section of the
Constitution. It reads: “The fund for
the support of free public
schools…shall be annually
appropriated…for the equal benefit
of all the people of the state,” Mr.
Doherty said. “The State Supreme
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Doherty On School Aid
Court never cites this because they
would lose control if they did.”

 Fanwood Councilman Robert
Manduca was among those in atten-
dance at the meeting Wednesday and
brought news with him that the
Fanwood Borough Council had re-
cently passed a resolution in support
of Mr. Doherty’s bill. Speaking after-
ward, Mr. Manduca both concurred
with what the senator had to say and
offered his understanding of the situ-
ation. He lauded Mr. Doherty for his
efforts to educate the citizens of New
Jersey with actual statistics regard-
ing the distribution of funding.

“The average person doesn’t know
why [certain state school districts are]
having trouble keeping up, but it’s
inequity in our school funding sys-
tem,” he said.

Mr. Manduca argued that the inter-
ests of Mr. Doherty’s presentation
were compassionate at their core.
“There’s no cold-heartedness. This is
sympathy for the people who are
trying to maintain a middle-class
lifestyle in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains,” he said.

 Newark, Paterson, Camden and
Passaic rank amongst the top 10 low-
est per capita income locales in New
Jersey and the top 10 school districts
poised to lose the most school aid
funding were the Fair School Fund-
ing Plan put into effect.

 Asked to respond to the impact his
plan might have on these school dis-
tricts, Mr. Doherty said, “They made
a lot of poor decisions over the years
and don’t care. The reason they don’t
care is because (with) cities like Jer-
sey City and Newark, they keep get-
ting bailed out by the rest of us. When
someone from Newark is contribut-
ing nothing to the income tax fund
and someone from Westfield is con-
tributing as much as they are, how is
that fair?”

 Referring to “an overabundance
of funds” intended for school aid in
the Abbott districts that he felt actu-
ally “diverted attention away from
students,” Mr. Manduca added that
school teachers and administrators in
districts receiving the most money
might be more focused on spending
money than educating students.

 One attendee at Wednesday’s
meeting also raised the question of
whether the Fair School Funding Plan
would pit the interests of New Jersey’s
urban centers against those of the
suburbs. Mr. Doherty’s bill will not
necessarily provide provision that
cities will lose out on school aid to
smaller townships. Edison — New
Jersey’s fifth-biggest city — stands
to gain more from Fair School Fund-
ing than any other township in the
state: were Doherty’s specifics fol-
lowed, Edison would receive an ad-
ditional $98,459,142 in aid.
Woodbridge — New Jersey’s sixth-
biggest city — would gain the sec-
ond-most at $78,571,570. At the same
time, however, the three biggest cit-
ies in the state would incur the three
biggest losses in dollars in funding;
Newark would lose $343,278,899,
Jersey City $178,577,716, and Pater-
son $175,706,498.

 When asked whether or not Demo-
crats in the State Senate supported his
plan, Mr. Doherty said Democrats
voted to table the motion twice. The
first time it was tabled was during a
meeting of the Senate Budget and
Appropriations Committee — of
which Mr. Doherty is a member —
and the second was on the floor of the
Senate. He said it was unanimously
supported by Republicans both in the
committee meeting and on the floor.
When asked to explain why Demo-
crats reacted to the bill the way they
did, he said, “The New Jersey Educa-
tion Association must have a bigger
hold over them than their constitu-
ents.”

Mr. Doherty’s Plan can be viewed
at fairschoolfunding.com.

serve alcohol to diners at tables, and
no alcohol may be served or con-
sumed in any part of the licensed
premises except in the rooms fur-
nished and used as a dining-room
space.

“I don’t want any objection to the
law,” board member Jim Foerst said.
“The dining could still be in the same
area as the bar if the wall is retracted.
I don’t want the ability to violate the
liquor law. I recommend getting a
permanent wall so there is no viola-
tion.”

Ferraro’s was amenable to the sug-
gestion, and Mr. Elbert said, as a
condition of approval, his client must
meet all aspects of the local liquor
statute.

In total, the entire first floor can
seat 190 diners, with 50 and 70 seats
available on the second and third
floors, respectively.

Some quality-of-life concerns –
about noise, garbage disposal and
effects to the town’s visual aesthetic
– were voiced during the three-hour
meeting, but the Westfield Planning
Board saw no need to stand in the
project’s way.

Mr. Foerst, an admitted enthusiast
of the eatery, called the restaurant
“part of [his] family’s life” and said
his 4-year-old son even cried at hear-
ing the news of the restaurant’s de-
struction.

“It was a huge loss for the town,”
he said. “I’m glad they’ll be expand-
ing the streetscape. There’s nothing
better than turning right [from North
Avenue onto Elm Street] and seeing
the entire block enjoying outdoor
dining…Thanks for sticking it out in
Westfield.”

Fellow board member Darielle
Walsh called Ferraro’s “an integral
part of the Westfield community” and
touted its willingness to compromise
throughout the planning process.

Extensive fire damage from the
had destroyed the restaurant, which
has been a Westfield mainstay since
1969. The fire completely burned
Lot 3, leaving nothing but the foun-
dation; Lot 2 was deemed uninhabit-
able, and Lot 4 sustained heavy smoke
damage.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin said
“the business community misses
Ferraro’s very much; its economic
impact has a real effect in the down-
town.”

Making his case to the board, plan-
ner Peter Steck defended many of the
restaurant’s choices.

He said continuing to supply valet
parking makes Ferraro’s “a cut above”
its competitors. While the restaurant
will create traffic in the heart of down-
town Westfield, he said the restaurant
“peaks” later than retail establish-
ments, with clientele making use of
the restaurant at times when other
shops are closing for the day. He also
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Ferraro’s Rebuild Plan

was centered in Richmond, Va. and
felt as far north as Massachusetts.

Camden – A vacant building re-
portedly collapsed.

Millburn – I was browsing Short
Hills Mall, downstairs, and they’re
doing construction on some stores
and upstairs I heard what sounded
like maybe a construction cart run
amok, the whole place was shaking.
I looked upstairs to see where it had
hit and saw the doorway to Saks or
something with its framing hanging
loose. Then, a second later, my son
called from home in Westfield eight
or nine miles away and said his house
had shook.

Scotch Plains – Since St. George
has yet to play (softball), but are
scheduled tonight – what is the league
policy on moving a game due to an
earthquake?

Newark – Government agencies
panicked and let us off work for fear
of aftershocks. Public schools were
ordered closed (just kidding, none
are open).

Area – Officials recommend that
building owners inspect their struc-
tures.

said Ferraro’s’ choice to keep its take-
out business on the south side of
town, away from this structure, will
alleviate some congestion.

With an abundance of three-story
structures in the area, including one
abutting the restaurant, Ferraro’s new
design remains “in scale” with the
streetscape, he believed. He also said
the entity will make more efficient
use of the space and be designed as a
unit, “not a hodgepodge” of build-
ings.

The few voices of concern came
from neighboring businesses want-
ing assurances on noise abatement
and waste disposal. They also wanted
to ensure the safety and wellbeing of
tenants living on the upper floors of
the adjacent structure, while confirm-
ing that no disruption to their busi-
ness will occur during construction.
All, though, remained in favor of
Ferraro’s plans.

One individual, though, disap-
proved of the project outright.

Julie Diddell, who operates a busi-
ness along Prospect Street, said the
board “missed the opportunity” to
refer the application to the Historic
Preservation Committee for its ad-
visement. She believes Ferraro’s falls
within a 200-foot radius of a historic
building – the local firehouse – and
notification should have been given
to area property owners and the his-
toric group.

“I also don’t think you guys took
the most restrictive approach [in terms
of design and scale],” she said.

Mr. Foerst interjected, “The board
takes a different interpretation” and
said the Architectural Review Board
will be consulted, and Ferraro’s will
go before the Site Plan Review Com-
mittee. These groups may provide
suggestions on building materials and
adherence to all local statutes, he
said.

Ferraro’s will no longer be leasing
the corner space on Elm and Quimby
Streets where the restaurant’s lounge
and service bar had been located.
Anthony Schilling, a real estate bro-
ker, is representing the owner of the
building, Bavint Corporation of
Garwood, which also had housed An-
thology, a women’s clothing store.
Anthology has since moved to a store-
front on Central Avenue.

“The whole building is being reno-
vated and will be turned into retail
(space),” Mr. Schilling said. “I’ve
been in touch with a few national
firms and (have been) aggressively
marketing the space.” He said he is
looking for one tenant to fill the 8,000-
square-foot space. Per a Westfield
zoning restriction, Mr. Schilling said
only retail is permitted on the ground
level space.

He said the landlord’s goal is to
have a retailer in the vacant space by
January 1, 2012.

A composite image of the pro-
posed reconstructed block is on page
3 using information from architec-
tural firm Studio 1200 of Millburn,
Nancy Daugherty, along with photo-
graphs taken by the newspaper.

Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
story.

he expects to be interim executive
director six to seven months. The
county press release indicates that Mr.
Sullivan will serve as interim execu-
tive director through April 19, 2012.

“We (the UCUA board and Mr.
Sullivan) will both sit down and we
will figure what the rest of the board
wants to do” as to whether the board
will look to hire a new director or
name him as permanent director, Mr.
Sullivan told The Times. “Right now
my focus as the interim director is to
make sure the deal (lease extension)
gets done.”

While serving as UCUA executive
director and as a freeholder, Mr.
Sullivan said he would “recuse my-
self from any conversations (in his
role as a freeholder) relative to UCUA
or any votes relative to the UCUA.”

As UCUA interim director, he said
he would work on ensuring the cor-
rect amount of waste tonnage is com-
ing into the incinerator and that haul-
ers “are doing what they’re supposed
to be doing.”

UCUA Board Chairman John Kulish,
a former municipal clerk and mayor in
Hillside, said in a statement that, “Dan
is a strong, knowledgeable leader who
will take the UCUA to the next level.”

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FROM THE DECK...Area Republicans meet in Mountainside at the home of
Glenn and Joanne Mortimer Tuesday evening. Pictured, left to right, are: Carol
Kearney, candidate for Garwood Council; Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi,
Senator Tom Kean of Westfield and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz of Summit.

New equipment will be installed by GameTime Playgrounds at
Watchung Reservation in Mountainside this fall.

RINK ON THE BRINK...The future of Warinaco Ice Skating Rink?

Betsey Burgdorf for
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RINK ON THE BRINK...The Union
County Freeholders are discussing
the future of the Warinaco Ice Skat-
ing Rink as the facility is in need of
significant repairs.


