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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CROWD PLEASER...A member of the Del Angels, a doo-wop trio, had the crowd swinging  at the last Scotch Plains Summer
Concert Series held on the Village Green August 18. The event also featured food, ice cream and beverages donated by local
vendors, as well as a 50/50 raffle with proceeds going to the contruction of the 9/11 Memorial Monument.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAIR IS FAIR…New Jersey State Senator Michael Doherty addressed residents
from the TEA (Taxed Enough Already) Party at the Scotch Hills County Club in
Scotch Plains August 17, at which time he presented his Fair School Funding
Plan.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GAME ON…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Varsity Football team
gears up for their upcoming season under the direction of Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. The team’s first game is on Saturday, September 10, against Westfield
at Gary Kehler Stadium with kick-off at 1 p.m.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WORK ZONE...Construction has begun on Fanwood Crossing, a multi-use
development on the corner of South and Martine Avenue in Fanwood.

Work Begins on Fanwood
Crossings Development

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the Borough Council met
during a brief special meeting last
Wednesday night, approving three
administrative and finance resolu-
tions.

The first measure authorizes the
borough to advertise for bids to re-
construct Herbert Avenue; the project
is being financed by a $250,000 state
Department of Transportation grant.

The second resolution allows the
borough to submit an application for
Union County’s annual kids’ recre-
ation grant program.

Mayor Mahr said the borough will
request about $125,000 “to help im-
prove our parks” in step with a plan

recently adopted by Fanwood’s Rec-
reation Commission.

The final resolution approved au-
thorizes the governing body to award
a $17,250 contract to rebuild the floor-
ing in the lower level of the library,
which was closed after sustaining
considerable flood damage earlier this
year.

Immediately following the special
meeting, the council held another
meeting in its role as Fanwood’s Re-
development Agency.

Mayor Mahr pointed to the “good
news” that “site work” has begun at
the Fanwood Crossings development
at the corner of Martine and South
Avenues, where Warren-based Elite
Properties plans to build a three-story,
Victorian-style, mixed-use building.

The mayor said utility and sewer
work is underway now; after that if
complete, she estimated it will take
12 to 18 months to construct the
building.

Also regarding downtown redevel-
opment, Mayor Mahr said two sur-
veys have been completed pertaining
to the planned redevelopment of the
former Livingston-Wilbor and Sov-
ereign Bank properties along South
Avenue.

Borough officials planned to meet
with the survey firm this week to
review lot configurations, property
subdivision and merger requirements,
and related issues, the mayor said.

Given ongoing economic chal-
lenges, Mayor Mahr said she also has
been informally talking with down-
town business owners over the sum-
mer.

“I have to say, they’re doing OK,”
she said, while also acknowledging
that things “could be better.”

Mayor Mahr also noted that the
borough’s newer businesses are all
members of the Fanwood Business
Professional Association (BPA) and
many have now taken leadership roles
in the BPA.

“They’re energized,” said the
mayor.

Before adjourning, the governing
body went into executive session to
discuss an unspecified potential “liti-
gation matter.”

Residents Comment on
Tuesday’s Earthquake

With Humor, Relief
AREA – At 1:55 p.m. Tuesday,

August 23, 2011 for approximately
1.5 minutes (duration measured by
the computer screens shaking), people
of the region reporting to the newspa-
per from Newark, Westfield and
Scotch Plains noted a low-level earth-
quake causing buildings, desks and
computer screens to sway. As of 2
p.m., no damage or injuries had been
reported.

A level 5.8 earthquake occurred
with the epicenter in northern Vir-
ginia that transmitted tremors as far
north as Boston. In this area, officials
estimate the effect was approximately
a level 3.

Most people on the east coast had
never experienced an earthquake and
were at first confused. Once they
realized what had occurred, many
humorous comments were transmit-
ted by email and phone.

Some of the area comments were:
Scotch Plains – I am in my apart-

ment and I was totally freaked out
because everything was moving and
shaking!

Westfield – My son says, ‘Dad, an
earthquake.’ Having spent several
years in California, it passed me by.

Doherty Unveils School Aid
Plan at SP Town Hall Mtg.

Freeholder Hired to Head UCUA
After ‘Whistleblower’ Resigns

Ferraro’s Rebuilding Plan
Gets OK in Westfield

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holder Dan Sullivan has been named
acting executive director of the
county’s utilities authority after Sunil
Garg resigned August 9 shortly after
losing a whistleblower lawsuit he
brought last year.

Mr. Sullivan, according to a press
release issued by the county’s public
information department, will con-
tinue to serve as a freeholder, but will
forego his $30,000 salary and health
and benefits package from the county.
He is being paid a salary of $130,000
as interim Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA) executive director.
Mr. Garg was paid $153,000 as direc-
tor, according to public records. Mr.
Sullivan previously served in the New
Jersey Division of Motor Vehicle
Services as assistant chief adminis-
trator at a salary of $113,650, accord-
ing to public records.

Mr. Garg had served as UCUA
executive director since 2006. He filed
a lawsuit against Covanta Energy, the
operator of the Union County gar-
bage-to-electricity incinerator in
Rahway, for $180 million in August
2010, according to published reports,
alleging that Covanta had over-
charged the UCUA in tipping fees to
towns dumping at the facility and for
under paying the incinerator host fee
to Rahway.

The lawsuit “was pursued by Garg
on his own after both the United

States and the State of New Jersey
declined to pursue it,” according to a
statement from Peter Colonna-
Romano, a Cherry Hill attorney rep-
resenting Covanta Energy.

“[Garg] brought the lawsuit with-
out the authority and contrary to the
views of the UCUA. Garg contended
in his lawsuit that Covanta failed to
pay amounts that he (but not the
UCUA) believed were owed under
the agreements between Covanta and
the UCUA,” Mr. Romano said. “To
fit within the requirements of the
FCA (False Claims Act), Garg ar-
gued that the money he claimed
Covanta owed should be regarded as
federal funds because the construc-
tion of the waste-to-energy facility
was funded by the proceeds of tax-
exempt bonds.”

“[The] theory of the case turns on
whether or not the taxes that the fed-
eral government does not collect as a
result of the UCUA’s bonds’ tax-ex-
empt status serve as federal funds for
purposes of the FCA,” United States
District Court Judge Jose Linres ex-
plained in his ruling. “The Court finds
[Mr. Garg’s] contention that an entity
is a grantee or recipient of federal
monies by virtue of the fact that said
entity is the beneficiary of a federal
tax benefit too tenuous to support a
theory that the UCUA is either a
grantee or recipient of federal mon-

ies under the FCA.”
When reached by phone for com-

ment on Thursday, Mr. Sullivan, who
began his position last week, said he
not want to comment on Mr. Garg or
the details of the lawsuit.

He said his main focus in his posi-
tion is completion of the extension of
Covanta’s lease with the UCUA
through 2031. The original lease,
signed in 1998, runs through 2023.
Mr. Sullivan said the state’s Local
Finance Board approved the agree-
ment last Thursday, a requirement
needed before the agreement can move
forward. A DCA spokeswoman con-
firmed that the board had approved
the UCUA financing plan. “That’s a
big step, obviously,” he said. The agree-
ment was to have run through 2045,
but state officials objected to the length
of the initial proposal, UCUA counsel
Jonathan Williams told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The next step, Mr. Sullivan said, is
for the UCUA to go back to the 14
Union County towns that have con-
tracts: Cranford, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Linden, Plainfield,
Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Summit, Union and
Winfield. He said the UCUA wants to
get them to sign on to the extension.
All but Summit had agreed to extend
contracts through 2045. Berkeley
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By PETER GRIESMER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nearly 50
area residents, town officials, school
administrators and teachers turned
out to hear State Senator Michael
Doherty (R-23, Hunterdon County)
speak about his “Fair School Fund-
ing Plan” at the Scotch Plains town
hall meeting last Wednesday in the
Scotch Hills Country Club.

With figures gathered from the
Department of Education, Mr.
Doherty showed how the Westfield
school district received $2,139,242
in school aid for the 2011-2012 school
year for its 6,438 students, thus pro-
viding $332 for each student. Asbury
Park, by comparison, received
$57,632,816 for the upcoming year
to be distributed amongst its 2,316
students, leaving each student with
$24,885, nearly 75 times the amount
of aid allotted to each student in the
Westfield school district.

The state income tax made
Westfield liable for $92,231,222 in
the 2008 tax year. With its population
of 30,282, the average Westfield resi-
dent — as Mr. Doherty showed —
was liable for $3,046. Asbury Park
was liable for $3,835,809, which,
when split amongst the 11,758-per-
son population, left the average resi-
dent responsible for $326. Thus,
Westfield contributed more than nine
times as much to the income tax fund
in 2008. Mr. Doherty noted the com-
bined effect of the progressive in-
come tax and its current method of
redistribution as school aid is that for
every $1 Westfield and Asbury Park
currently pay in income tax, Westfield
receives back $0.02 for school aid
whereas Asbury Park receives $15.02.

 Referring to such figures as “inde-
fensible,” Mr. Doherty said, “Our
progressive income tax [already] ac-
counts for economic differences

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Elm Street’s an-
chor restaurant, Ferraro’s, will “liter-
ally rise from the ashes” after burn-
ing down May 5 this year. Attorney
Richard Elbert for Palmiro Ferraro,
Inc. used the phrase in his closing
remarks before the Westfield Plan-
ning Board, Thursday night, prior to
a unanimous vote approving the
multi-story restaurant’s return.

The applicant made changes to its
earlier designs, seen in July, after
hearing complaints from Westfield
restaurant owners that it did not ad-
here strictly enough to the town’s
liquor law.

On a square-foot basis, at least 75
percent of the premises – for those
operating with conditional liquor li-
censes like Ferraro’s – must be on the
ground floor of the building.

To be in compliance, Ferraro’s will
again lease part of an adjacent lot on
Elm Street next to what was the piz-
zeria that was destroyed in the fire. A

new three-story building  also will  be
constructed featuring family-style
dining on the first floor and a waiting
area and fine dining on the second
floor. Under the revised plans, the
third floor, chartered as a separate
LLC, will be used for private parties
and catering and will not be included
in the restaurant’s liquor license.

Ferraro’s will create a separate cor-
porate entity for that floor. Maria
Ferraro Murray told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the res-
taurant would move its catering busi-
ness from South Elmer Street to the
third floor of the new building.

“We sort of just flip flopped every-
thing around,” Ms. Murray told The
Times, noting that Ferraro’s has al-
ready moved its take out business to
its South Elmer Street location.

One planning-board member ex-
pressed concerns about a second-floor
retractable wall that separates the ser-
vice bar from the dining room.

By ordinance, Ferraro’s can only


