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MERIT…Boy Scouts of Troop No. 104 of Scotch Plains spent a week at Sabattis
Adventure Camp in Adirondack Park. The scouts earned merit badges and won
several awards. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, Scott Kaiser, Daniel
Holloway, Grady Szuch, Michael Lockfeld, Michael Bonnell, Brandon Novello,
Steven Rhein, Ian Gordon and Trent Paulovitis, and second row, Chris Ho, Liam
Cummings, Jamey Kaiser, T.J. Zimmermann, Antonio Spadaro, Nick Spadaro,
Mike Gentile, Grant Brown, Sam Venick, Ryan Lesiak, Steven Ho, Conor
Cheney, Dan Farrell and Doug McIntyre.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
RINK ON THE BRINK...The Union County Freeholders are discussing the
future of the Warinanco Ice Skating Rink, shown above.

every $1 Westfield and Asbury Park
currently pay in income tax, Westfield
receives back $0.02 for school aid
whereas Asbury Park receives $15.02.

 Referring to such figures as “inde-
fensible,” Mr. Doherty said, “Our pro-
gressive income tax [already] ac-
counts for economic differences
amongst residents: those individuals
who make more pay more, and those
individuals who make less pay less.”

The top 1 percent of income-earn-
ing residents in the state ultimately
provides 38.5 percent of the total fund-
ing gathered from income taxes, ac-
cording to Mr. Doherty and the New
Jersey Department of the Treasury
for the 2009 tax year, the last year
such information was available. Resi-
dents whose incomes rank in the bot-
tom 33 percent pay nothing in income
tax. Sen. Doherty asked, “When the
income tax fund (i.e. the school fund)
is collected progressively, shouldn’t
the money be distributed equally to
each student regardless of where that
student lives or the economic status
of that student’s family?”

 The Fair School Funding Plan
would redistribute funding gathered
from the current income tax equally
to each student in the state and leave
each student with $7,481 in aid per
year, Mr. Doherty said. For Union
County, his legislation would mean
an increase in $34 million in aid. For
the state, it would mean an increase in
funds available to 85 percent of school
districts.

 “New Jersey must adopt a simple,
transparent system for funding our
schools,” he said.

 The state’s current system of school
aid goes back to 1985 with the Abbott
versus Burke case brought before the
New Jersey Supreme Court. The rul-
ing mandated that funding available
to the state’s impoverished school
districts be made equal to that avail-
able to the wealthiest. Subsequent
Abbott versus Burke rulings in the
1990s named 28 districts as “Abbott
districts” and added that all such
schools receive supplemental fund-
ing and parity aid. In 2008, the School
Funding Reform Act (SFRA) became
the first unified school-funding sys-
tem in place since the original system
created in 1976 following the intro-
duction of the state income tax. Un-
der the SFRA, wealthier communi-
ties were provided with less aid and
poorer communities with more. The
Supreme Court ruled in 2009 that the
state had successfully upheld the stan-
dards set out by the SFRA. In May of
this year, however, the Supreme Court
overturned its 2009 decision and ruled
that the state would have to provide
$500 million to the 31 school districts
identified today as Abbott districts. It
is on the heels of this latest decision
that Mr. Doherty has introduced his
plan for Fair School Funding.

 At Wednesday’s meeting, Mr.
Doherty said the current method of
funding educational aid was uncon-
stitutional on multiple grounds. He
cited Article VIII, Section IV, Para-
graph 1 of the State Constitution,
which states, “The Legislature shall
provide for the maintenance and sup-
port of a thorough and efficient sys-
tem of free public schools for the
instruction of all the children in the
state between the ages of five and 18
years,” to argue that the New Jersey
legislative body is the sole branch of
the state government presiding over
matters of education. Then making
reference to the division of powers
clause in the New Jersey Constitu-
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Doherty School Plan

“That’s a big step, obviously,” he
said. The agreement was to have run
through 2045, but state officials ob-
jected to the length of the initial pro-
posal, UCUA counsel Jonathan Wil-
liams told The Westfield Leader.

The next step, Mr. Sullivan said, is
for the UCUA to go back to the 14
Union County towns that have con-
tracts: Cranford, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Linden, Plainfield,
Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Summit, Union and
Winfield. He said the UCUA wants to
get them to sign on to the extension.
All but Summit had agreed to extend
contracts through 2045. Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Fanwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Scotch Plains and Westfield do not
have long-term deals with the UCUA.
Mr. Sullivan said the freeholders
would have to hold another public
hearing as required per state statutes
on the revised lease extension.

“It’s been a long haul going back to
last year,” Mr. Sullivan said. “Now is
the time to get all the pieces finally in
place and to implement it.”

According to the county press re-
lease, the extended lease deal is ex-
pected to “result in at least $70 mil-
lion in additional revenue and tax
relief during the lifetime of the ex-
tended lease to Union County and 14
municipalities that are already con-
tracted to bring waste to the facility.”

The 14 towns that sign on through
2031 will see their tipping fees at the
incinerator reduced by $12 from $68
per ton to $56 per ton. Private haulers

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Whistleblower Resigns UA

ter than turning right [from North
Avenue onto Elm Street] and seeing
the entire block enjoying outdoor
dining…Thanks for sticking it out in
Westfield.”

Fellow board member Darielle
Walsh called Ferraro’s “an integral
part of the Westfield community” and
touted its willingness to compromise
throughout the planning process.

Extensive fire damage from the
blaze had destroyed the restaurant,
which has been a Westfield mainstay
since 1969. The fire completely
burned Lot 3, leaving nothing but the
foundation; Lot 2 was deemed unin-
habitable, and Lot 4 sustained heavy
smoke damage.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin said
“the business community misses
Ferraro’s very much; its economic im-
pact has a real effect in the downtown.”

Making his case to the board, plan-
ner Peter Steck defended many of the
restaurant’s choices.

He said continuing to supply valet
parking makes Ferraro’s “a cut above”
its competitors. While the restaurant
will create traffic in the heart of down-
town Westfield, he said the restaurant
“peaks” later than retail establish-
ments, with clientele making use of
the restaurant at times when other
shops are closing for the day. He also
said Ferraro’s’ choice to keep its take-
out business on the south side of
town, away from this structure, will
alleviate some congestion.

With an abundance of three-story
structures in the area, including one
abutting the restaurant, Ferraro’s’ new
design remains “in scale” with the
streetscape, he believed. He also said
the entity will make more efficient use
of the space and be designed as a unit,
“not a hodgepodge” of buildings.

The few voices of concern came
from neighboring businesses want-
ing assurances on noise abatement
and waste disposal. They also wanted
to ensure the safety and wellbeing of
tenants living on the upper floors of
the adjacent structure, while confirm-
ing that no disruption to their busi-
ness will occur during construction.
All, though, remained in favor of
Ferraro’s plans.
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Plan Bd. OKs Ferraro’s

Cambridge Road and Belmar Ter-
race. Pedestrian counts were per-
formed at the crosswalk, which was
then located at Clover and Central
and the light installation was recom-
mended.

According to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, when the county was
preparing for the project to move
forward with installation in 2009, the
federal guidelines had been changed
to include signalized mid-block cross-
walks, causing the light to be moved
further from the stop sign at Clover
Street and placing the light to the
south of Ms. Enculescu’s driveway.

 The report states that a “June 2010
study conducted by the FHWA (Fed-
eral Highway Administration) estab-
lished that the drivers’ compliance
rate is significantly higher (over 95
percent) with the HAWK beacon than
with other conventional crosswalk
treatments, the WPD turned its atten-
tion to examining pedestrian usage
and compliance.”

The WPD did counts during school
crossing hours for 10 days in April, 20
days in May and 15 days in June. In
April the crossing averaged 26.2 pe-
destrians per day, in May it averaged
24.2 per day and in June 37.26 per day.
The pedestrian counts taken in June
2007 by The Louis Berger Group for
two days totaled 30 and 27 per day.

Placement of the light has come
under fire at council meetings over
the past year from Central Avenue
residents Ms. Enculescu and Maria
Carluccio, who also claim they were
never notified of the placement of the
light.

The WPD’s report also states that,
“any change in a routine or traffic
pattern can sometimes evoke an emo-
tional response...the professional traf-
fic engineer does not give ‘emotion’
more weight than factual data.” The
report goes on to say that “reducing
the number of motor vehicle move-
ments that conflict with pedestrians,
especially school-age children, is rec-
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Central Ave. Traffic Signal

Renter Claims Storage Items
Valued at $19 K Thrown Out

in the seven non-contract towns are
charged $97 per ton. Those towns are
to receive a $3 per ton reduction
through environmental grants from
the UCUA paid directly to the towns.

Mr. Sullivan, who has served as a
freeholder since 1995 and has been
freeholder liaison to the UCUA, said
he expects to be interim executive
director six to seven months. The
county press release indicates that Mr.
Sullivan will serve as interim execu-
tive director through April 19, 2012.

“We (the UCUA board and Mr.
Sullivan) will both sit down and we
will figure what the rest of the board
wants to do” as to whether the board
will look to hire a new director or
name him as permanent director, Mr.
Sullivan told The Leader. “Right now
my focus as the interim director is to
make sure the deal (lease extension)
gets done.”

While serving as UCUA executive
director and as a freeholder, Mr.
Sullivan said he would “recuse my-
self from any conversations (in his
role as a freeholder) relative to UCUA
or any votes relative to the UCUA.”

As UCUA interim director, he said
he would work on ensuring the cor-
rect amount of waste tonnage is com-
ing into the incinerator and that haul-
ers “are doing what they’re supposed
to be doing.”

UCUA Board Chairman John
Kulish, a former municipal clerk and
mayor in Hillside, said in a statement
that, “Dan is a strong, knowledgeable
leader who will take the UCUA to the
next level.”

ommended by the Safe Routes to
School Guide.”

As Central Avenue carries over
25,000 cars per day, the WPD also
looked to find accidents on Central
Avenue between Belmar Terrace and
Cedar Street over the past year. Only
one “minor accident” had occurred at
the pedestrian crossing signal where
one vehicle rear-ended another and
the police report cited that the car was
“following too closely.”

Among the report’s exhibits are
questions raised by Third Ward Coun-
cilman Dave Haas to The Louis Berger
Group regarding the light’s installa-
tion, including his question on the
safety of Ms. Enculescu backing out
of her driveway, which the Berger
Group says is unchanged during the
times the light is inactive and says
that she must follow local laws when
the light is activated and pedestrians
are in the crosswalk.

During the school year a crossing
guard is also at the signal location
and, according to Mr. Gildea, the
town “right now (has) no plans on
removing the crossing guard.”

Mr. Gildea told The Westfield
Leader that while the town had origi-
nally asked the county for a HAWK
light in 2005, the county had origi-
nally installed a regular traffic light at
the location, only to exchange it for a
HAWK in October 2010 before mak-
ing the light operational. Mr. Gildea
noted that the project has been com-
pleted at no cost to the Town.

The report concludes that, “The
HAWK crosswalk meets all three
purposes for which it was intended. It
provides a safe crossing for pedestri-
ans, particularly school-age children,
it minimizes traffic delays, and it
does not create cut-through traffic on
nearby residential streets. In consid-
eration of all of the above, the WPD
concludes that the HAWK crosswalk
is effective in achieving its goals.”

Phone calls to Union County were
not returned as of press time.

One individual, though, disap-
proved of the project outright.

Julie Diddell, who operates a busi-
ness along Prospect Street, said the
board “missed the opportunity” to
refer the application to the Historic
Preservation Committee for its ad-
visement. She believes Ferraro’s falls
within a 200-foot radius of a historic
building – the local firehouse – and
notification should have been given
to area property owners and the his-
toric group.

“I also don’t think you guys took
the most restrictive approach [in terms
of design and scale],” she said.

Mr. Foerst interjected, “The board
takes a different interpretation” and
said the Architectural Review Board
will be consulted, and Ferraro’s will
go before the Site Plan Review Com-
mittee. These groups may provide
suggestions on building materials and
adherence to all local statutes, he
said.

Ferraro’s will no longer be leasing
the corner space on Elm and Quimby
Streets where the restaurant’s lounge
and service bar had been located.
Anthony Schilling, a real estate bro-
ker, is representing the owner of the
building, Bavint Corporation of
Garwood, which also had housed An-
thology, a women’s clothing store.
Anthology has since moved to a store-
front on Central Avenue.

“The whole building is being reno-
vated and will be turned into retail
(space),” Mr. Schilling said. “I’ve been
in touch with a few national firms and
(have been) aggressively marketing the
space.” He said he is looking for one
tenant to fill the 8,000-square-foot
space. Per a Westfield zoning restric-
tion, Mr. Schilling said only retail is
permitted on the ground level space.

He said the landlord’s goal is to
have a retailer in the vacant space by
January 1, 2012.

A composite image of the pro-
posed reconstructed block is on page
3 using information from architec-
tural firm Studio 1200 of Millburn,
Nancy Daugherty, along with photo-
graphs taken by the newspaper.

Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
story.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — When Kevin
Schackert, his wife Christa McNally
and their baby, Lilly, moved into
Duncan Hill Apartments on Central
Avenue and rented a garage for stor-
age, they assumed their items would
be safe while their home on
Shackamaxon Drive was being reno-
vated, but that was not the case.

According to Mr. Schackert, his
family’s home is undergoing an ex-
tensive renovation including the
home’s existing garage being turned
into an office and a new garage being
added to the house. As such, he felt it
would be convenient to rent a garage
at Duncan Hill for $80 a month in
order to store his jet skis, tools, snow
blower and other items.

After having their items in the
rented garage for about six weeks,
Mr. Schackert went into the garage
on a Saturday night to look for some-
thing, only to find that many of his
items were gone, and had been re-
placed with someone else’s. Mr.
Schackert told The Westfield Leader
that he then went to the property
management office to say that there
were other items in his garage and
found out there had been a mix-up
that caused the garage to be rented to
another individual.

Duncan Hill is owned by Morgan
Properties which, according to its
website, is a real estate investment
firm that manages 126 apartment
complexes. Mr. Schackert told The
Leader that property manager Bill
Kinslow has taken responsibility for

the mistake, but that the insurance
company for Morgan Properties will
not agree to pay him more than $8,000
for the missing items which Mr.
Schackert said are valued at $19,000.

Mr. Schackert is preparing to file a
lawsuit in state Superior Court in
Union County. “I feel like I’m getting
the big business run around,” Mr.
Schackert told The Leader of his deal-
ings with Morgan Properties and its
insurance company.

While two jet skis were left in the
garage, the other renter told Mr.
Schackert he gave the rest of the
items away, as he was told by man-
agement he could throw the items
out. A police report was filed on June
12 by Mr. Schackert, but the matter
was deemed not to be of a criminal
nature.

Despite the mix-up having occurred
over two months ago, both residents’
items are still in the garage, and Mr.
Schackert is still paying the $80
monthly rental fee.

Louis Devos of Morgan Properties
told The Leader that they are “sorry
that it happened” and that “we’ve
been working with our insurance com-
pany” to resolve the matter. He said it
is his understanding that negotiations
are still in progress between Mr.
Schackert and the insurance com-
pany.

caused some tremors that have been
felt throughout the area. There are
some reports of minor communica-
tion interruptions.

Scotch Plains – A five-second
tremor was felt.

Westfield – I was sitting at my desk
working and felt the movement. I had
a glass of water (yes, water) on my
desk that also showed signs of move-
ment.

Clark – A kitchen cabinet door
opened, there was rattling, and the
floor shook.

Cranford – A few minutes ago my
house was swaying for a few sec-
onds; just a little, it felt like a tremor.
Didn’t hear anything explode.

Westfield – Did you just feel the
earthquake down by you? Scared the
xyzz out of us. The 600 building
emptied out.

Newark – I was in Newark and
Millburn, felt it also, but my mother-
in-law did not feel it in Buffalo.

Clark — The level 5.8 earthquake
was centered in Richmond, Va. and
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Earthquake Comments
felt as far north as Massachusetts.

Camden – A vacant building re-
portedly collapsed.

Millburn – I was browsing Short
Hills Mall, downstairs, and they’re
doing construction on some stores
and upstairs I heard what sounded
like maybe a construction cart run
amok, the whole place was shaking.
I looked upstairs to see where it had
hit and saw the doorway to Saks or
something with its framing hanging
loose. Then, a second later, my son
called from home in Westfield eight
or nine miles away and said his house
had shook.

Scotch Plains – Since St. George
has yet to play (softball), but are
scheduled tonight – what is the league
policy on moving a game due to an
earthquake?

Newark – Government agencies
panicked and let us off work for fear
of aftershocks. Public schools were
ordered closed (just kidding, no
school are open this time of the year,
but we were released from work).

tion, Mr. Doherty said the Supreme
Court had overstepped the bounds of
its jurisdiction by issuing any man-
dates concerning Abbott districts or
any other educational districts in the
state of New Jersey. “What we have
now is judicial tyranny,” he said.

Mr. Doherty conceded that the
phrase “thorough and efficient” in
the aforementioned clause was am-
biguous but highlighted the second
paragraph in the same section of the
Constitution. It reads: “The fund for
the support of free public
schools…shall be annually
appropriated…for the equal benefit
of all the people of the state,” Mr.
Doherty said. “The State Supreme
Court never cites this because they
would lose control if they did.”

 Fanwood Councilman Robert
Manduca was among those in atten-
dance at the meeting Wednesday and
brought news with him that the
Fanwood Borough Council had re-
cently passed a resolution in support
of Mr. Doherty’s bill. Speaking after-
ward, Mr. Manduca both concurred
with what the senator had to say and
offered his understanding of the situ-
ation. He lauded Mr. Doherty for his
efforts to educate the citizens of New
Jersey with actual statistics regard-
ing the distribution of funding.

“The average person doesn’t know
why [certain state school districts
are] having trouble keeping up, but
it’s inequity in our school funding
system,” he said.

Mr. Manduca argued that the inter-
ests of Mr. Doherty’s presentation
were compassionate at their core.
“There’s no cold-heartedness. This is
sympathy for the people who are try-
ing to maintain a middle-class
lifestyle in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains,” he said.

 Nonetheless, Newark, Paterson,
Camden and Passaic rank amongst
the top 10 lowest per capita income
locales in New Jersey and the top 10
school districts poised to lose the
most school aid funding were the
Fair School Funding Plan put into
effect.

 Asked to respond to the impact his
plan might have on these school dis-
tricts, Mr. Doherty said, “They made
a lot of poor decisions over the years
and don’t care. The reason they don’t
care is because (with) cities like Jer-
sey City and Newark, they keep get-
ting bailed out by the rest of us. When
someone from Newark is contribut-
ing nothing to the income tax fund
and someone from Westfield is con-
tributing as much as they are, how is
that fair?”

 Referring to “an overabundance
of funds” intended for school aid in
the Abbott districts that he felt actu-
ally “diverted attention away from
students,” Mr. Manduca added that
school teachers and administrators in
districts receiving the most money
might be more focused on spending
money than educating students.

 One attendee at Wednesday’s
meeting also raised the question of
whether the Fair School Funding Plan
would pit the interests of New Jersey’s
urban centers against those of the
suburbs. Mr. Doherty’s bill will not
necessarily provide provision that
cities will lose out on school aid to
smaller townships. Edison — New
Jersey’s fifth-biggest city — stands
to gain more from Fair School Fund-
ing than any other township in the
state: were Doherty’s specifics fol-
lowed, Edison would receive an ad-
ditional $98,459,142 in aid.
Woodbridge — New Jersey’s sixth-
biggest city — would gain the sec-
ond-most at $78,571,570. At the same
time, however, the three biggest cit-
ies in the state would incur the three
biggest losses in dollars in funding;
Newark would lose $343,278,899,
Jersey City $178,577,716, and Pater-
son $175,706,498.

 When asked whether or not Demo-
crats in the State Senate supported
his plan, Mr. Doherty said Demo-
crats voted to table the motion twice.
The first time it was tabled was dur-
ing a meeting of the Senate Budget
and Appropriations Committee — of
which Mr. Doherty is a member —
and the second was on the floor of the
Senate. He said it was unanimously
supported by Republicans both in the
committee meeting and on the floor.
When asked to explain why Demo-
crats reacted to the bill the way they
did, he said, “The [New Jersey Edu-
cation Association] must have a big-
ger hold over them than their con-
stituents.”

Mr. Doherty’s Fair School Fund-
ing Plan can be viewed at
fairschoolfunding.com.

Rendering courtesy of GameTime Playgrounds
WATCHUNG FUN…New equipment will be installed at The Loop in the
Watchung Reservation in Mountainside this fall. The New Jersey company,
GameTime, will include wheelchair-accessible equipment.

Work Begins on
Fanwood Crossings

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The council met
Tuesday night in its role as Fanwood’s
Redevelopment Agency. Mayor Col-
leen Mahr pointed to the “good news”
that “site work” has begun at the
Fanwood Crossings development at
the corner of Martine and South Av-
enues, where Warren-based Elite
Properties plans to build a three-story,
Victorian-style, mixed-use building.

The mayor said utility and sewer
work is underway now; after that is
complete, she estimated it will take
12 to 18 months to construct the
building.

Mayor Mahr said two surveys have
been completed pertaining to the
planned redevelopment of the former
Livingston-Wilbor and Sovereign
Bank properties along South Avenue.

The mayor said she has been talk-
ing with business owners. “I have to
say, they’re doing okay,” she said;
things “could be better.”

Officials suggest that building
owners inspect their structures to
see if any cracks or damage may
have occurred from the earth-
quake on Tuesday.


