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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
QUEEN FOR A DAY...The rock group Almost Queen entertained a large crowd at the Union County Summer Arts Festival
Concert Series held at Oak Ridge Park in  Clark August 17. The free series concludes Wednesday, August 31, with The Nerds,
a high-energy rock and roll band, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FAIR IS FAIR…New Jersey State Senator Michael Doherty addressed residents
from the TEA (Taxed Enough Already) Party at the Scotch Hills Country Club
in Scotch Plains August 17, at which time he presented his Fair School Funding
Plan.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GAME ON…The Westfield High School Varsity Football team gears up for their
upcoming season under the direction of Head Coach Jim DeSarno. The team’s
first game will be against Scotch Plains at home on Saturday, September 10, at
Gary Kehler Stadium, with kick-off at 1 p.m.

Freeholder Hired to Head UCUA
After ‘Whistleblower’ Resigns

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holder Dan Sullivan has been named
acting executive director of the
county’s utilities authority after Sunil
Garg resigned August 9 shortly after
losing a whistleblower lawsuit he
brought last year.

Mr. Sullivan, according to a press
release issued by the county’s public
information department, will continue
to serve as a freeholder, but will forego
his $30,000 salary and health and
benefits package from the county. He
is being paid a salary of $130,000 as
interim Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA) executive director.
Mr. Garg was paid $153,000 as direc-
tor, according to public records. Mr.

Sullivan previously served in the New
Jersey Division of Motor Vehicle
Services as assistant chief adminis-
trator at a salary of $113,650, accord-
ing to public records.

Mr. Garg had served as UCUA
executive director since 2006. He filed
a lawsuit against Covanta Energy, the
operator of the Union County gar-
bage-to-electricity incinerator in
Rahway, for $180 million in August
2010, according to published reports,
alleging that Covanta had over-
charged the UCUA in tipping fees to
towns dumping at the facility and for
under paying the incinerator host fee
to Rahway.

The lawsuit “was pursued by Garg
on his own after both the United
States and the State of New Jersey
declined to pursue it,” according to a
statement from Peter Colonna-
Romano, a Cherry Hill attorney rep-
resenting Covanta Energy.

“[Garg] brought the lawsuit with-
out the authority and contrary to the
views of the UCUA. Garg contended
in his lawsuit that Covanta failed to
pay amounts that he (but not the
UCUA) believed were owed under
the agreements between Covanta and
the UCUA,” Mr. Romano said. “To
fit within the requirements of the
FCA (False Claims Act), Garg ar-
gued that the money he claimed
Covanta owed should be regarded as
federal funds because the construc-

tion of the waste-to-energy facility
was funded by the proceeds of tax-
exempt bonds.”

“[The] theory of the case turns on
whether or not the taxes that the fed-
eral government does not collect as a
result of the UCUA’s bonds’ tax-ex-
empt status serve as federal funds for
purposes of the FCA,” United States
District Court Judge Jose Linres ex-
plained in his ruling. “The Court finds
[Mr. Garg’s] contention that an entity
is a grantee or recipient of federal
monies by virtue of the fact that said
entity is the beneficiary of a federal
tax benefit too tenuous to support a
theory that the UCUA is either a
grantee or recipient of federal mon-
ies under the FCA.”

When reached by phone for com-
ment on Thursday, Mr. Sullivan, who
began his position last week, said he
not want to comment on Mr. Garg or
the details of the lawsuit.

He said his main focus in his posi-
tion is completion of the extension of
Covanta’s lease with the UCUA
through 2031. The original lease,
signed in 1998, runs through 2023.
Mr. Sullivan said the state’s Local
Finance Board approved the agree-
ment last Thursday, a requirement
needed before the agreement can
move forward. A DCA spokeswoman
confirmed that the board had ap-
proved the UCUA financing plan.

Report: Crosswalk Signal
Meeting Town’s Objectives

Westfield Planning Bd. Approves
Ferraro’s Rebuilding Concept

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Elm Street’s an-
chor restaurant, Ferraro’s, will “liter-
ally rise from the ashes” after burning
down May 5 this year. Attorney Rich-
ard Elbert for Palmiro Ferraro, Inc.
used the phrase in his closing re-
marks before the Westfield planning
board, Thursday night, prior to a
unanimous vote approving the multi-
story restaurant’s return.

The applicant made changes to its
earlier designs, seen in July, after
hearing complaints from Westfield
restaurant owners that they did not
adhere strictly enough to the town’s
liquor law.

On a square-foot basis, at least 75

percent of the premises – for those
operating with conditional liquor li-
censes like Ferraro’s – must be on the
ground floor of the building.

To be in compliance, Ferraro’s will
again lease part of an adjacent lot on
Elm Street next to what was the piz-
zeria that was destroyed in the fire. A
new three-story building also will be
constructed featuring family-style
dining on the first floor and a waiting
area and fine dining on the second
floor. Under the revised plans, the
third floor, chartered as a separate
LLC, will be used for private parties
and catering and will not be included
in the restaurant’s liquor license.

Ferraro’s will create a separate cor-
porate entity for that floor. Maria

Ferraro Murray told The Westfield
Leader that the restaurant would move
its catering business from South
Elmer Street to the third floor of the
new building.

“We sort of just flip flopped every-
thing around,” Ms. Murray told The
Leader, noting that Ferraro’s has al-
ready moved its take-out business to
its South Elmer Street location.

One planning-board member ex-
pressed concerns about a second-floor
retractable wall that separates the ser-
vice bar from the dining room.

By ordinance, Ferraro’s can only
serve alcohol to diners at tables, and
no alcohol may be served or con-
sumed in any part of the licensed
premises except in the rooms fur-
nished and used as a dining-room
space.

“I don’t want any objection to the
law,” board member Jim Foerst said.
“The dining could still be in the same
area as the bar if the wall is retracted.
I don’t want the ability to violate the
liquor law. I recommend getting a
permanent wall so there is no viola-
tion.”

Ferraro’s was amenable to the sug-
gestion, and Mr. Elbert said, as a
condition of approval, his client must
meet all aspects of the local liquor
statute.

In total, the entire first floor can
seat 190 diners, with 50 and 70 seats
available on the second and third
floors, respectively.

Some quality-of-life concerns –
about noise, garbage disposal and
effects to the town’s visual aesthetic
– were voiced during the three-hour
meeting, but the Westfield Planning
Board saw no need to stand in the
project’s way.

Mr. Foerst, an admitted enthusiast
of the eatery, called the restaurant
“part of [his] family’s life” and said
his 4-year-old son even cried at hear-
ing the news of the restaurant’s de-
struction.

“It was a huge loss for the town,” he
said. “I’m glad they’ll be expanding
the streetscape. There’s nothing bet-
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Doherty Unveils School Aid
Plan at SP Town Hall Mtg.

By PETER GRIESMER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nearly 50
area residents, town officials, school
administrators and teachers turned
out to hear State Senator Michael
Doherty (R-23, Hunterdon County)
speak about his “Fair School Fund-
ing Plan” at the town hall meeting
last Wednesday in Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club.

 With figures gathered from the
Department of Education, Mr.
Doherty showed how the Westfield
school district received $2,139,242
in school aid for the 2011-2012 school
year for its 6,438 students, thus pro-
viding $332 for each student. Asbury
Park, by comparison, received
$57,632,816 for the upcoming year
to be distributed amongst its 2,316

students, leaving each student with
$24,885, nearly 75 times the amount
of aid allotted to each student in the
Westfield school district.

The state income tax made
Westfield liable for $92,231,222 in
the 2008 tax year. With its population
of 30,282, the average Westfield resi-
dent — as Mr. Doherty showed —
was liable for $3,046. Asbury Park
was liable for $3,835,809, which,
when split amongst the 11,758-per-
son population, left the average resi-
dent responsible for $326. Thus,
Westfield contributed more than nine
times as much to the income tax fund
in 2008. Mr. Doherty noted the com-
bined effect of the progressive in-
come tax and its current method of
redistribution as school aid is that for
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By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Following nearly
30 years worth of studies, meetings
and resident vocalizations on both
sides of the issue, the traffic signal
installed earlier this year on Central
Avenue between Clover Street and
Rodger Avenue is doing its job in
providing a safe crossing for pedes-
trians, according to a report issued
last week by the Westfield Police
Department (WPD).

The light is a HAWK (High inten-
sity Activated crossWalK), which
remains dark until a pedestrian acti-
vates it by pressing a button. The
pedestrian is then advised to make
sure traffic has come to a stop before
crossing the street.

The report, issued last Tuesday by
the WPD, gives an overview of the
process under which the placement
of the light took place, including pre-
vious traffic studies and counts that
were performed. The full report is
available at goleader.com and
westfieldnj.gov.

While the first conversations and
reports regarding a light on Central

Avenue date back to the 1980s with a
light suggested by residents at the
intersection of Cambridge Road and
Central Avenue, in 2002 a meeting
was held to discuss the possibility of
a traffic light at the intersection of
Clover Street and Central Avenue. At
that time Union County, which main-
tains Central Avenue, hired a traffic-
consulting firm to perform an analy-
sis and found that the intersection did
not meet the criteria for a traffic light.

In 2005, public meetings were held
regarding several traffic “hot spots”
which included the intersection of
Clover and Central. At that time the
town’s traffic expert, Gordon Meth,
recommended that the crosswalk be
moved from the corner to mid-block,
placing it to the north of Adina
Enculescu’s driveway. The town for-
warded its request to Union County,
which at the time was undertaking its
own studies for the Central Avenue
corridor project.

In 2007, the county hired The Louis
Berger Group to study the corridor,
including the suggested mid-block
crosswalk and the cul-de-sacing of
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Residents Comment on Tuesday’s
Earthquake With Humor, Relief

AREA – At 1:55 p.m. Tuesday,
August 23, 2011 for approximately
1.5 minutes (duration measured by
the computer screens shaking), people
of the region reporting to the newspa-
per from Newark, Westfield and
Scotch Plains noted a low-level earth-
quake causing buildings, desks and
computer screens to sway. As of 2
p.m., no damage or injuries had been
reported.

A level 5.8 earthquake occurred
with the epicenter in northern Vir-
ginia that transmitted tremors as far
north as Boston. In this area, officials
estimate the effect was approximately
a level 3.

Most people on the east coast had

never experienced an earthquake and
were at first confused. Once they
realized what had occurred, many
humorous comments were transmit-
ted by email and phone.

Some of the area comments were:
Scotch Plains – I am in my apart-

ment and I was totally freaked out
because everything was moving and
shaking!

Westfield – My son says, ‘Dad, an
earthquake.’ Having spent several
years in California, it passed me by.

Emergency Alert 6108
@ucfirstalert.org – There has been
reports of an earthquake in the Vir-
ginia/Washington, D.C. area that has
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FROM THE DECK...Area Republicans meet in Mountainside at the home of Glenn
and Joanne Mortimer Tuesday evening. Pictured, left to right, are: Carol Kearney,
candidate for Garwood Council; Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz of Summit.


