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Free Parent Workshops
Hosted By Newmark School
PLAINFIELD – Beginning in the

fall, as part of an on-going commu-
nity education program, Newmark
School will offer free workshops for
parents and caregivers of students
with learning disabilities and behav-
ioral disorders.

Wednesday, September 21, 7– 8:30
p.m., Helping Your Special Needs
Child Learn Crucial Life Skills - Valu-
able workshop for parents of special
needs children to learn hands-on strat-
egies on how to teach important life
skills effectively presented By:
Newmark School’s Counseling De-
partment.

Tuesday, January 24, 2012, 7 –
8:30 p.m., Cyber Education - Work-
shop focuses on educating parents on
how they can protect their children
from the intensity of the cyber bully-
ing problem in America. With role-
playing and real life examples, work-
shop is based on solutions-strategies
to show your children how a message
can be misconstrued as cyber bully-
ing. Presented by Generation Text
Online. This workshop is presented
by Jill Brown, Founder and CEO of
Generation Text Online.

Monday, May 14, 2012, 6:30 –
8:30 p.m., Hidden Dangers – How to

Keep Children and Adolescents with
Autism Safe in the Community,
School and Home.

This workshop will offer concrete
suggestions and strategies that can be
applied immediately to increase
safety and decrease risk at home, in
the classroom, and in the community.
Issues addressed include: How to
address wandering; How to use new
and existing technologies; How to
reduce risk from sexual predators;
Tips for making travel safer; Address-
ing bullying; How to make babysitting
and other child care situations safer;
Applying safety techniques in the
school setting; How to avoid prob-
lems on the school bus; Resources
for ongoing support and assistance.

Presented by Gary Weitzen, Ex-
ecutive Director of POAC Autism
Services, the largest provider of free
autism training and education in New
Jersey.

All workshops are open to the com-
munity and free of charge. Space is
limited so please visit
www.newmarkeducation.com to reg-
ister online or call (908) 753-0330.
All workshops are held at Newmark
School, 365 Emerson Avenue,
Plainfield.

Affordable SAT and Test
Prep Courses at UCC

CRANFORD – The start of school
is less than a month away and now is
a great time to start preparing for the
upcoming school year. For high
school juniors and seniors, taking the
SAT exam should soon be on their
mind. The Union County College
Kids and Teens program will be of-
fering SAT prep classes beginning in
September. At just a fraction of the
cost of other well know test prep
programs, and taught by highly-quali-
fied instructors, many of whom are
also high school teachers or have
worked for other test prep compa-
nies, the courses are offered in both
math and verbal/reading/writing sec-
tions.

These classes are offered on Satur-
day mornings starting September 17.
Each section costs $195 so the com-
bined class is under $400 total and
includes books. These classes will
prepare students in time to take the
SAT in November and December.
Sign up soon as class size is limited
and classes can fill up.

In addition, the College offers NJ
Ask preparation courses for students

in grades 3 through 8. These classes
are also offered on Saturday morn-
ings. The NJ Ask exam is offered in
the spring of each school year, so the
fall is the ideal time to offer students
additional support in either math or
verbal skills. Students in these courses
will become comfortable with the
format of the exam which will hope-
fully lead to higher scores and more
confidence in taking exams. The cost
of each section of the course is $110.

These courses not only allow stu-
dents to become familiar with the
exams before the “real” test but they
also help a student become a confi-
dent test taker. Students will learn
important test-taking strategies,
which can also be applied to test
taking in school.

For more information on the SAT
and NJ ASK test prep classes, call
(908) 709-7114 or email
College4Kids@ucc.edu. For more
information on all the classes offered
through the Division of Continuing
Education at Union County College,
go to www.ucc.edu/
ContinuingEducation.

St. Bart’s Teacher Among
Green Boot Camp Attendees
SCOTCH PLAINS – Mary Clare

Levins recently completed Green Boot
Camp, a five-day, interactive work-
shop sponsored by Honeywell that fo-
cused on best practice instruction meth-
ods for teaching energy, sustainability
and environmental concepts.

Mrs. Levins was selected from a
nationwide pool of applicants as one of
40 middle-school teachers to attend the
third-annual event, which took place
July 18 to 22 at Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools (UCVTS) in
Scotch Plains.

“It was truly a remarkable experi-
ence to participate in this year’s Green
Boot Camp,” said Mrs. Levins, a sci-
ence teacher at St. Bartholomew Acad-
emy in Scotch Plains. “The week-long
event provided an unrivaled opportu-
nity to learn best practices for incorpo-
rating important topics into the class-
room and inspire enthusiasm for green
learning across future generations of
students.”

During the week, Mrs. Levins was
provided the opportunity to learn about
the roots of green technology, sustain-
able living and environmental aware-
ness by using the UCVTS campus as a
hands-on laboratory.

Along with peers from 23 states and
a Canadian province, she participated
in a wide variety of activities, such as
designing and building a solar house
and wind turbine and mastering new
approaches for delivering lessons to
students around topics like greenhouse
gases, electric vehicles and the smart
electrical grid.

UCVTS teachers and Honeywell
experts developed the curriculum for
Green Boot Camp to emphasize inter-

active learning and offer tangible tools
and materials for teachers to use in the
classroom.

“Our objective is to equip teachers
with the tools to get students excited
about science and engineering, and
enable them to understand sustainable
practices that will positively affect their
families, schools and communities,”
said Paul Orzeske, president of
Honeywell Building Solutions. “By
teaming with a renowned institution
like UCVTS, we are educating the next
generation of green workers and build-
ing a foundation for environmental
stewardship.”

“Green Boot Camp provides an in-
teractive and informative atmosphere
for teachers to explore different ways
to bring sustainability and green tech-
nology alive in the classroom,” said Dr.
Thomas Bistocchi, superintendent of
UCVTS, which is regularly acknowl-
edged for its progressive approach to
learning and recently had three of its
schools named in Newsweek’s “Best
High Schools in America” list.

“The innovative thinking and tech-
nology explored this week will enable
schools to better prepare tomorrow’s
students for green careers of the fu-
ture,” he added.

Green Boot Camp was created as
part of an environmental partnership
between UCVTS and Honeywell
Hometown Solutions, the company’s
corporate citizenship initiative.
Honeywell and UCVTS launched
Green Boot Camp in 2009 for teachers
in the Union County, N.J. area. The
workshop has since expanded and now
welcomes teachers from across North
America.

Virginia Tech
Announces Grads

BLACKSBURG, Va.– The fol-
lowing Virginia Tech students was
among those honored at the
university’s spring commencement
ceremony held May 13 in Lane Sta-
dium.

Thomas Amalfe of Mountainside.
Thomas received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Business degree in finance
from the Pamplin College of Busi-
ness.

MEF Partners with The
Barclays to Raise Funds

MOUNTAINSIDE - The
Mountainside Education Foundation
(MEF) has partnered with The
Barclays through the Tickets Fore
Charity program to help raise much-
needed funds for enrichment pro-
grams to benefit the Mountainside
School District. The Barclays golf
tournament will be played at the
Plainfield Country Club from Thurs-
day-Sunday, August 23-28. The
Barclays is the first playoff event in
the FedEx Cup.

Through its partnership with The
Barclays, the Mountainside Educa-
tion Foundation is offering a Weekly
Grounds Ticket for $50. This ticket
includes an individual ticket to each
day of the tournament: the two prac-
tice rounds on Tuesday and Wednes-
day and the four competitive rounds.
The Weekly Grounds Ticket is cur-
rently sold for $100 if not purchased
through the Tickets Fore Charity pro-
gram.

The Mountainside Education Foun-
dation has already raised approxi-
mately $1,400 through the Tickets

Fore Charity program. During the
2010-2011 school year, some of the
programs the MEF funded, or par-
tially funded include the NJPAC Po-
etry and Dance Program, the
Beechwood School Garden, the
Starlab Planetarium and Jump Rope
for Heart. The MEF also purchased
two in-classroom amplification sys-
tems to be used at Beechwood School.

To purchase tickets and for more
information on the Mountainside Edu-
cation Foundation, visit
mountainsideeducationfoundation.org.

AREA – This summer, Bridges, in
coordination with the Christ Child
Society of Summit and Westy Self
Storage in Chatham, will provide new
backpacks and school supplies to 500
children in New York City and in
Newark and Irvington.

Additionally, Bridges, with the
Christ Child Society of Summit, will
provide 500 new backpacks and new
schools supplies for Summit chil-
dren in need.

Donations of any new school sup-
plies, from notebooks to pencils to
markers, are welcome. Bridges is
accepting supplies through Tuesday,
August 23, during regular donation
days on Tuesdays, from 8:30 a.m. to
3 p.m., and Fridays, from 8:30 a.m. to
6 p.m., at 120 Morris Avenue (Oakes
Center) in Summit.

Additionally, Westy Self Storage
at 15 River Road in Chatham is col-
lecting new school supplies through
Wednesday, August 24. Items may be
dropped off Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturdays, 9

a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sundays, 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. A donation of just $5 pur-
chases a new backpack.

Children on free and reduced meals
in the Summit school system may
pick up school supplies at Bridges on
Tuesday, August 30, from 9 a.m. to
noon or Wednesday, August 31, from
3 to 6 p.m. Children must be present.
Deliveries to shelters, libraries and
civic centers in Newark, Irvington
and New York will be made during
the week of August 29.

Bridges is an outreach program for
the homeless in New York City, New-
ark and Irvington. The organization’s
mission is “to bring the housed and
homeless together in community,”
with the help of hundreds of volun-
teers of high-school age and adults
who participate each year with
Bridges in its street and shelter out-
reach. Hundreds more of all ages
donate brown-bag lunches and other
necessities. For more information,
contact the volunteer coordinator at
bridgesoutreach.org.
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BUGGING OUT…Union County Master Gardener James Keane of Rahway,
above right, looks pleased as his junior apprentice insect handlers release
butterflies and insects “netted” by children from Camp Discovery in Plainfield.
To become a Master Gardener, or for more information about the program, call
Lynne Orlofsky at Rutgers Cooperative Extension at (908) 654-9854, or visit
mastergardeners-uc/org.

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Pub-
lic School District is accepting appli-
cations for the 2011-12 Integrated Pre-
school Program located at Lincoln
School Early Childhood Center, the
completely renovated building de-
signed for Westfield’s youngest learn-
ers.

The program is comprised of gen-
eral education students and students
who have been found eligible for spe-
cial education. Preschool classes will
meet Monday through Friday, from
8:45 to 11:15 a.m. for the 3-year-old
morning session and from 12:30 to 3
p.m. for the 4-year-old afternoon ses-
sion. School begins on Wednesday,
September 7.

Applicants must be residents of
Westfield and be three or four years of
age on or before October 1, 2011.
Applications are available at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/lincoln. Ap-
plications may also be obtained in

Applications for Westfield
Preschool Being Accepted

person at Lincoln School and the main
office of any of the elementary schools
in Westfield. All applications must be
returned to Lincoln School, 728
Westfield Avenue.

Children who are not selected for
the program will be placed on a wait-
ing list. Special education students are
included in the Preschool Program as
determined by the District Child Study
Team.

An original birth certificate with
raised seal and proof of residency will
be required for those students admit-
ted to the program. A tuition fee of
$320 per month will be charged to
general education pre-school students
for the 2011-2012 school year. Stu-
dents who qualify under the income
eligibility guidelines set forth under
the Federal Child Nutrition Program
may be eligible for a reduced charge.

For more information, please call
Lincoln School at (908) 789-4455.

Villanova Announces
Dean’s List

VILLANOVA, Pa. - Brendan
McCloskey of Cranford has been
named to the Dean’s List for the
2011 spring semester in the
Villanova School of Business

To qualify for the Dean’s List in
the Villanova School of Business,
one must be a matriculated full-
time student and earn a semester
grade point average of 3.5, with no
missing or non-passing grades.

WESTFIELD – Wesley Hall Pre-
school has announced the addition
of the Wesley Hall Performing Arts
Club (WHPAC), a new program de-
veloped for the students of Wesley
Hall Preschool. However, children
that do not attend Wesley Hall can
register for this exciting new pro-
gram that mixes singing, dancing,
and public speaking skills.

WHPAC offers children a chance
to explore the world of performing
arts. Preschoolers learn through mu-
sic and songs. The rhythm and rep-
etition allows children to develop
coordination and memory skills.
Preschool is a time to use your
imagination and fantasize while
playing.

The new program will offer chil-
dren more time for their imaginary
play as they rotate from station to
station. Each day, students will fo-
cus on a different performing art
including singing, dancing, and act-
ing.

This program is offered to chil-
dren ages three through -kindergar-

ten and children can chose one, or
more days to attend.

The program can also double as
an aftercare program for children
that attend Wesley Hall Nursery
School and runs from 2:45-5:45
p.m. Each session runs for approxi-
mately 8 weeks.

WHPAC Director Katie Virzi has
been working with children in the
educational field for the past 25
years. For more information, or to
register for the program  call
(908)233-9570.

Union County College
The names and logos of the University of Pennsylvania, Brown University, Fairleigh Dickenson University, New Jersey Insti-
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www.ucc.edu
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home
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Knights of Columbus
Host Blood Drive

GARWOOD – The Msgr. John M.
Walsh Council 5437, Garwood
Knights of Columbus would like to
thank all those who donated blood to
our Blood Drive on July 24, in which
a total of 16 pints were donated. Our
next Blood Drive will be Saturday,
December 3, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at
our council hall on South Avenue,
opposite PathMark.

For information and medical ques-
tions regarding donating, please con-
tact The Blood Center of New Jersey
at (973) 676-4700, or visit their
website at www.bloodnj.org or E-mail
BCNJ@bloodnj.org.

The Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus can be reached at (908) 789-9809
after 4 p.m. weekdays, 1 p.m. week-
ends.

GOOD KNIGHT…Grand Knight Dennis Clark of the Garwood Knights of
Columbus donates blood at the Blood Drive held July 24.

SAGE Benefit Set
For November 17

AREA – The 2011 Benefit for
SAGE Eldercare will take place on
Thursday, November 17. Current
and past presidents of the SAGE
Board of Trustees will be honored
at the event. For more information,
contact Mary Beth Cooney, SAGE
Special Events coordinator, at
mbcooney@sageeldercare.org or
(908) 598-5504.

Red Ribbon Day to Relocate
To Clark’s Oak Ridge Park
AREA – Following 12 successful

years at Nomahegan Park in Cranford,
the Union County Red Ribbon Day
Drug Awareness Event will be held at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark this year on
Saturday, October 22.

Supported by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, Pre-
vention Links and the Union County
D.A.R.E. Officers Association, the
Red Ribbon Campaign works to pre-
vent substance abuse through aware-
ness by bringing families together.

Red Ribbon Day is packed with
free children’s activities, including
such favorites as a petting zoo, pony
rides, crafts, games and helicopter
landings. The activities will take
place from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Also a part of Red Ribbon Day
this year, the Red Ribbon 5K Run
will be held at 9:30 a.m. that day at
Oak Ridge Park. The USATF Certi-
fied course features a flat and roll-
ing path on paved trails and local
roads. The Red Ribbon Family Fun
Walk, to be held at noon, will be an
opportunity for families to partici-
pate in a healthy activity with their
children. Registration will open
soon. For more details, visit
preventionlinks.org.

The Union County Red Ribbon
Drug Awareness Event is a long-
standing, countywide event that
draws almost 4,000 people each
year. Red Ribbon Day acts as a
kickoff to many other Red Ribbon

activities throughout the county.
Coordinated by Prevention Links,
this event is a collaborative effort
of many partners from local, county,
state and federal agencies.

The Red Ribbon Drug Awareness
Campaign commemorates the life
of Special Agent Enrique “Kiki”
Camarena, who died at the hands of
drug traffickers in Mexico while
conducting an undercover investi-
gation of a major drug cartel. Agent
Camarena worked his way through
college, served in the Marines and
became a police officer before join-
ing the U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration.

For more information on the Red
Ribbon Campaign and all Red Rib-
bon activities, contact Prevention
Links at info@preventionlinks.org
or (732) 381-4100.

WF BOE To Discuss
New Bullying Policy

WESTFIELD – At the Tuesday,
August 30, meeting of the Westfield
Board of Education, the district’s new
Harassment, Intimidation and Bully-
ing policy will be on the agenda for
second reading. The policy was ap-
proved for first reading on June 28.

Since then, input has been received
from the public and continues to be
welcomed. Westfield’s policy, which
was revised this year in response to a
state statute for all New Jersey public
school districts, is posted at
www.westfieldnjk12.org under “Im-
portant Messages.”

It is required that the policy be in
place by Thursday, September 1.
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