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St. Joe ‘Intentionally’ Nip St. George, 8-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Stage House Men Nip Park Beverage, 7-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

surge to grab a 7-5 victory and the
“A” Division crown.

The Beverage men struck first with
three runs in the top of the first in-
ning. Brady Lau and Pete Samila
singled then Dan Samila followed
with an RBI single. Gus Alvarez also
added and RBI in the inning. The
Stage House wasted no time and
matched the score with three runs,
highlighted by Wargo’s two-run
double that landed near the basket-
ball court in deep right field.

The Beverage men threatened in
the second with a pair of singles, but
Stage House second baseman Todd
Simo made a pair of fine scoops of
grounders that he converted to putouts
to leave the Beverage men stranded
on second and third base. In the bot-
tom of the inning, Mike Devisio
singled then Scotty Savarese launched
a long shot that deflected off the right-
centerfielder’s glove. Both runners
scored to make the score, 5-3.

“All we need is two to tie it up.
Keep your heads up guys,” shouted
Park player/coach Tom Straniero as

his team marched in to bat in the
third.

With one man out and a runner on
first, Stage House pitcher Walsh
stopped a hard grounder back to the
mound and fired to shortstop Jon
Lehberger, who tagged second base
and threw to Mark Ciecura at first for
the inning-ending double play.

As the Beverage men took to the
field in the bottom of the third, first
baseman Kevin Spellman said, “Come
on boys! Stay focused! Let’s keep in
the game!”

Ciecura and Wargo led off with
back-to-back singles, and Zazzali later
added an RBI groundout to extend
the Stage House’s lead to 6-3.

Neither team scored in the fourth,
but Walsh initiated his second 1-6-3,
double play in the fifth to bring his
team to the plate in the bottom of the
inning. Joe Cepparullo slapped a
single, then tagged up and flew to
third on a long sac fly to right. Ciecura
followed with an RBI single. He at-
tempted to duplicate Cepparullo’s act
when he tagged up on another sac fly
to right, but he came up a bit short for
the third out.

Park Beverage went down 1-2-3 in
the sixth thanks to two more fine
plays by Simo at second. Lehberger
punched a single in the bottom of the
inning but failed to score.

Down, 7-3, Park’s Straniero, Lau
and Damon Roth all singled to load
the bases with one out. Pete Samila
drilled a two-run single, and Dan
Samila launched a long shot that was
chased down by Savarese in center
for the second out. Park Beverage had
runners on second and third but a fly
ball to right that Wargo caught ended
the game.
Park Beverage 300 000 2 5
Stage House 321 010 x 7

Wustefeld (run scored) and Nick
Dinizo (RBI) each singled, and Paul
Ross contributed two RBI.

St. Joe scored a run in the top of the
first when Simpson scored on Polak’s
two-out single up the middle, but
shortstop Ron Labin called off all
defenders as he hauled in a difficult
fly ball in shallow centerfield for the
third out.

“Way to call it Robbie,” hollered
Dinizo.

Costello led off the George half of
the inning with a triple to center.
Labin added an RBI sacrifice fly,
Munoz walked, Hopler singled and
Ross brought in the second run with
another sac fly. Roth stepped to the
plate but was eventually called out on
strikes.

“That’s not a very good start,” Roth
mumbled.

St. George took a 3-1 lead in the
second when Wustefeld singled and
later scored on Friedlander’s sac fly
to right field. The Joes, however,
seized a 5-3 lead in the third with a
six-hit bombardment, which included
Villaverde’s two-run double, along
with RBI singles from Polak and
Ferro.

As the Georges came to the plate,
Dinizo suggested, “Come on fellows!
Let’s come up with a bunch.”

St. Joe leftfielder DeRosa, who had
been battling the sun’s glare all
evening, hauled in a fly ball for the
third out to make sure that the Georges
would not score a bunch. In the later
innings, the trees partially obscured
the sun’s glare but caused another
sensation.

“It’s like a strobe [light] out there.
It’s like a disco,” he said.

St. George did score a run in the
fourth on Dinizo’s RBI groundout
that brought Roth across the plate.
Joe shortstop Barba initiated a sec-
ond (Tony Perfilio)-to-first (Polak)
double play in the fifth.

In the sixth, Ferro singled and was
on second with two outs when Chupko
bounced a single to shallow center.
Ferro was waived around third and
headed for home, but he was gunned
down at the plate.

St. George answered with a run in
the sixth to tie the score, 5-5, but the
Joes mounted another serious threat
in the seventh. The threat was smoth-
ered quickly when second baseman
Munoz nailed Villaverde at the plate

as he attempted to score, and Dinizo
fielded a grounder, stepped on third
for a force out and fired home to gun
down the runner.

Thanks to a couple of errors, St. Joe
scored a run in the eighth, but St.
George also capitalized on an error,
followed by Munoz’s RBI single to
tie the score.

The cat-and-mouse game intensi-
fied in the ninth. Barba singled, and
Villaverde hit an RBI double to right.
After Simpson grounded to second
for the second out, Hopler elected to
intentionally walk Weischadle to get
to Polak. The strategy failed when
Polak dropped an RBI single over
first to make the score, 8-6.

Chupko got the first two George
batters out in the bottom of the ninth
thanks to a fabulous catch by Perfilio
on the foul side behind first base, but
McMahon, Dinizo and Rinaldo
singled to load the bases. After con-
sulting with his teammates, Chupko
intentionally walked Friedlander,
which allowed a run to strut home.
The strategy paid off as the next bat-
ter ground out to short.
St. Joseph 104 000 012 8
St. George 210 101 011 7

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A DIVISION CHAMPS…The Stage House defeated Park Beverage, 7-5, in Game 3 to win the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League A Division championship on August 10. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Tony Wargo, Ed Zazzali, Jeff
D’Annunzio, Mike DiVisio, Joe DiFabio, Tim Walsh and Scotty Savarese; back row, John Pellazzato, Todd Simo, Emidio
Monaco, Mark Ciecura, Colin Weber, Neil Kauffman and Jon Lehberger. Missing from photo: Joe Cepparullo, Brian
Dayton and Anthony D’Annunzio.
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Jamie

Garber

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. AUG. 21ST 1-5PM

Scotch Plains. 4BR 2Bth Cape features an updated EIK with maple cabinetry,
breakfast bar and eating area. There is a large LR with a gas fireplace. The FR has
a vaulted ceiling with skylights, free standing gas stove and a door leading to the
deck area and private backyard. Two Bedrooms with HWF and bath complete
the 1st floor. The 2nd floor has 2 more spacious Bedrooms and bath and a storage
area that can be easily expanded. The walk-out basement offers plenty of storage.
One car attached garage. Directions: Mountain Avenue to Jerusalem Road #331.

Don

Villane

RANCH

Westfield. Well Maintained, Spacious 3 BR, 2.1 BA Ranch on a very
private cul-de-sac adjacent to Tamaques Park. One floor living has an
open staircase to a large finished basement w/guest room/office, rec/
TV room, workshop & Mud/laundry room. Plenty of walk-in closets
& storage space. FR has cathedral ceilings & skylights for plenty of
natural light. Great room sizes and open floor plan. Fenced in rear yard
w/patio and play area. Beautifully cared for mature trees.

Patricia

O’Connor

Scotch Plains. Custom 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Ranch on a 1.3 Acre
private tree-lined lot. Featuring Master Bedroom En-Suite, Family
Room with wood burning fireplace, large Living Room/Dining
Room, Central Air, Eat In Kitchen opens to large patio, 2 car
oversized built-in garage and circular driveway plus a full unfinished
basement with high ceilings. Directions: Cooper between Ashbrook
and Rahway #1141.

Associate of the Month

SPLIT

Westfield. This Split has 3 Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths. The entry hall leads
to a LR/DR combination. The Eat In Kitchens sliders open to a deck with
a privacy fence overlooking the fenced-in yard. The upstairs has the MBR
w/full bath, 2 other Bedrooms and Main Bath. The lower level features a
Family Room with sliders onto a private patio, a powder room and laundry
closet. The fin basement has a rec room with an additional room with a wall
length closet which can be used as an exercise room, office or guest rm.

Pauline

Sebolao

Adie

Shaalan

EXPANDED RANCH

Scotch Plains. 6 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Expanded Ranch nestled in the
Watchung Resevations. 1st floor Master Bedroom with Bath and
Walk-In closets, hardwood floors, updated Eat-In-Kitchen with newer
appliances, Formal Dining Room, wood burning fireplaces in Living
Room and Family Room. Finished, walkout basement, Central Air
and 2 car attached oversized garage.

Patricia

O’Connor

SPLIT LEVEL

Westfield. Pristine Split Level with 4 spacious Bedrooms, 2.5
remodeled Baths, updated Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room
plus Living Room with wood burning fireplace. Family Room with
tumbled tile floor and bar with built-ins and sliders to covered paver
patio. Crown molding, hardwood floors throughout, full basement
and attic. Large corner lot professionally landscaped by Master
Gardener and 2 car built-in and oversize garage.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. AUG. 21ST 1-5PM

Tatyana

Averbukh

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A DIVISION RUNNERSUP…Park Beverage lost, 7-5, to the Stage House in Game 3 of the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League A Division championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Billy Aumenta, Jeff Bendix, Gus Alvarez, Damon
Roth and Tom Straniero; back row, Brady Lau, Jerry Isolda, Kevin Spellman, Kevin Woodring, Dan Samila, Pete Samila
and Marty Marks. Not in photo: Steve Brainard, Matt Walsh and Mike Kuchar.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Sports Freelancer  Wanted
The Westfield Leader/Times
is seeking an individual who
would be able to cover a few
Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Cranford and/or Westfield High
School football games this fall.
Photography ability is a “+”
Individuals please email:

dcorbin@goleader.com


