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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

DiGIOVANNI 4 HITS, HR, 3 RBI; HAGY 4 HITS, 3 RBI

Five Guys Win ‘B’ Div., Fry
Neighborhood Painters, 12-2

WALSH INITIATES 2 DP’S, WARGO WHACKS 2-RUN DBL

Stage House Wins A Division,
Nips Park Beverage Men, 7-5

MATUSKA, BLAU BAFFLE BATTERS; CAMISA RBI DBL

St. Rocco Scores 2 in Seventh
To Startle St. Aloysius, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With a 22-3 shellacking fresh on
their minds, the top-seeded men of
the Stage House needed to make some
changes quickly if they wanted to
wrestle the Scotch Plains Men’s Soft-
ball League “A” Division champion-
ship from the grasp of second-seeded
Park Beverage.

Last year, the second-seeded Park
Beverage men cleaned the top-seeded
and defending champions Stage
House with a two-game sweeping of

17-12 and 13-5 victories. And with
the humiliating 22-3 loss, which con-
sisted of three over-the-fence home
runs from the Park Beverage men, on
August 8 in Game 1 of the best-of-
three games series at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains, the Stage House
had to come up with a new strategy.

Veteran Tim Walsh, who played
third base in Game 1, took to the
mound. Ed Zazzali moved from
leftfield to third base, and Tony Wargo
shifted from the mound to right field.
Additionally, the double-header
showdown took place on the spa-
cious, unfenced turf at Jerseyland
Field on August 10. The shift worked
out like a charm as the Stage House
trampled Park Beverage, 13-1, in
Game 2.

The deciding game, however,
turned out to be much closer, but the
Stage House jumped out to a 7-3 lead
and barely held off a seventh-inning

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once the Scotch Plains Men’s Soft-
ball League “B” Division playoffs
began, fourth-seeded Five Guys got
fine production from all its guys in its
march to the championship series to
face Neighborhood Painting.

Five Guys gunned down the fifth-
seeded Outlawz, 11-4, in the first
round then hypnotized second-seeded
Hocus Pocus in two games, 13-3, and
20-19, respectively. On the other
hand, the Neighborhood Painters,
seeded sixth, turned out the lights on
the Sun Tavern in the first round, 18-

15, then after dropping the first game,
8-6, dethroned the top-seeded Sofa
Kings, 10-8, and 19-10, respectively,
to reach the finals.

On August 8, Five Guys rejected
the Painters, 18-11, in Game 1 of the
three game series, and due to a rainout
the following day, a doubleheader, if
necessary, was scheduled to be played
at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 10.

“We were on a roll. We were on a
tear, and I knew it once we got going
and our hitting was hitting. These
guys are all hitters. We just put it
together,” said veteran Drew Koski

(Westfield High School Class of
1981), who has played in the league
for 10 years in addition to playing in
several other leagues.

“I played with Val Dec for many
years and then we changed over to
Five Guys this year. We blended two
teams together. We got some younger
players, who are faster, which is great
because they cover more area in the
outfield. And we have the veterans,
who know where the balls are going.
It’s a real good combination. I am
thinking we beat them and sweep the
whole playoffs,” Koski predicted.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heartbreak once again struck St.
Aloysius when St. Rocco scored two
runs in the top of the seventh inning
and held off a serious threat to pull
out a 2-1 victory in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Farley Field in Scotch Plains
on August 11.

St. Aloysius pitcher Lewis Blau
and St. Rocco pitcher Joe Matuska
were baffling batters throughout the
evening, preventing them from get-
ting a solid piece of the ball.

After allowing a 15-foot single in
the first inning and yielding a run on
three singles in the second inning,
Matuska ceded just four more hits
and three walks for the remainder of
the game. Blau, who permitted no
free passes, held the Roccos to just
four singles in the first five innings

before having some difficulty in the
sixth, allowing three singles, and in
the seventh where he allowed two
runs on three hits.

Strong defensive plays also played
a major role in such a low-scoring
game. St. Aloysius turned two double
plays (DP). The first was a Rob
Stratton (shortstop)-to-Joe Romash
(second base)-to-Nate Mangiris (first
base) DP in the second inning. The
second came in the seventh when
Stratton scooped a grounder, stepped
on second for a force out and fired to
first for the DP. Although he did not
make the putout, Mangiris prevented
a run in the fifth when he dove on a
grounder behind first base. The play
before that, he hauled in a pop fly in
shallow right field. Erik Hastrup con-
verged on a ball that plopped into
shallow center for a seemingly cheap
single and alertly threw to second in

time to get a force out.
St. Rocco shortstop Walt Patrylo

chased down a difficult fly ball along
the leftfield line in the fourth inning.
Patrylo played a hand in 10 putouts.
Rob Zerafa prevented a score by chas-
ing down a long fly ball in leftfield.
Second baseman Russ Voorhees
showed his range and agility, grab-
bing a grounder just beyond the in-
field and tossing to Patrylo to get a
force out at second.

“I don’t know how many games we
lost by one run this season,” St.
Aloysius’ Mangiris said after St.
Rocco scored its two runs in the sev-
enth.

The shortest hit of the game came
in the top of the second when Steve
Spoljaric (2-for-3, run scored) nicked
a grounder seven feet in front of the
plate and legged it out for a single.

POLAK, VILLAVERDE GET 3 RBI; BARBA RAPS 3 HITS

St. Joe Uses Intentional Walk
To Skin St. George in 9th, 8-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strategy paid off in a big way with
two outs in the bottom of the ninth
inning when St. Joseph ceded an
intentional walk with the bases
loaded, then got the next batter to
ground out to earn an 8-7 victory
over St. George in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Jerseyland Field in Scotch
Plains on August 12.

Prior to the showdown, St. George
had wrapped up the top-seed in the
Saints Division, while St. Joseph
needed a victory to secure first place
in the Angels Division.

“We don’t have it wrapped up. We
have to beat these guys or St. An-

thony has to lose,” St. Joseph pitcher
Frank Chupko explained.

The tension mounted even more
when both teams were missing a few
of their key players at game time, but
George pitching ace Harold Hopler
made it to the mound on time and
Joe’s Steve Barba arrived in time to
get his turn at bat in the top of the
second inning.

With the exception of the third and
ninth innings, Hopler’s mix of very
high arcing pitches and shallow arches
kept the Joe boys off-balance. Hopler
yielded two walks, one intentionally,
and recorded a rare strikeout. Chupko
added two intentional walks to his
other walk but recorded two
strikeouts.

Steve Polak (3-for-5, run scored)
and Ed Villaverde (2-for-5, double, 2
runs scored) led the Joes with three
RBI each, while Barba rapped three
singles and scored twice. OJ Simpson
and Joe DeRosa each had two singles
and scored once, while Steve Ferro
poked a pair of singles and added an
RBI. Chupko and Dave Weischadle
each singled.

Leadoff hitter Pete Costello led St.
George with a pair of singles, a triple
and two runs scored. Steve McMahon
ripped three singles and scored once.
Bryan Munoz (2 runs scored, RBI),
Jeff Friedlander (2 RBI), Dom
Rinaldo and Hopler had two singles
apiece. Dave Roth (run scored), Rick

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO MAKE A DOUBLE PLAY…St. Aloysius second baseman Joe Romash, left, gets the putout on St. Rocco’s
Sal Gano and looks to throw to first base in the third inning. St. Rocco nipped St. Aloysius, 2-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING AN INSURANCE RUN…Joe Cepparullo, right, scores an insurance run for the Stage House in the fifth inning
of Game 3 at Jerseyland Field as teammate Joe DiFabio, center, and Park Beverage catcher Kevin Woodring look on.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PUTOUT…Five Guys first baseman Pete Gilson, left, makes the putout on Neighborhood Painter Pete
Covelli in the fourth inning of Game 2 at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on August 10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CLOSE PLAY AT FIRST…St. George’s Pete Costello, left, just beats out an infield single as St. Joseph first baseman
Steve Polak prepares to catch the throw in the third inning. St. Joseph won in nine innings, 8-7.
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ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 8
The 14th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the September
8 issue of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

8-18-1934 Pittsburgh Pirate
Roberto Clemente Born

Probitas Verus Honos


