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POLICE BLOTTER

– Obituaries –
Stephen Charles Dvorak, 89, Served in

WW II; Was Marine Engineer
Stephen Charles Dvorak, 89, of

Westfield passed away peacefully at
his home on Monday, June 27, 2011.

He is survived by his wife, Marga-
ret Phillips Dvorak, and nieces and
nephews Caroline Yates of Roches-
ter, N.Y.; Robert Dvorak of Babylon,
N.Y. and Barbara Kothe, of Waxhaw,
N.C. He was pre-deceased by his first
wife, Florine O. Dvorak in 1985.

Stephen was born on January 15,
1922 in the Bronx, N.Y. and attended
Townsend Harris High School, Class
of 1939. Stephen graduated from
Webb Institute of Naval Architecture
in 1950 with a degree in Naval Archi-
tecture and Marine Engineering.

During World War II, Stephen was
the first student at Webb to leave for
service in the U.S. Army, serving as a
technician from 1942-1946. He re-
ceived a Master’s Degree in Mechani-
cal Engineering from Columbia Uni-
versity in 1956.

Throughout his career in marine
engineering, Stephen worked for N.Y.
Shipbuilding Corp., Designers and
Planners, J.J. Henry Co., the Hoboken
Shipyard and Coastal Drydock and
Repair. He also established an inde-
pendent broker/dealer, Stephen
Dvorak and Co., and concluded his

working years at the Internal Rev-
enue Service.

In addition to his career, Stephen
had a life-long love of ships, trains
and trolley cars. Until recently, he
traveled extensively throughout the
United States and Europe exploring
those passions and supporting nu-
merous not-for-profit organizations
dedicated to preserving vintage meth-
ods of transportation.

He was also a devoted alumnus of
Webb Institute and kept in close touch
with his fellow graduates and the
Institute throughout the years.

Stephen was a member of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield. He was
also a Freemason.

A memorial service will be held on
Saturday, August 20, at 11 a.m. at
The  Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. A family visiting hour will
be held immediately preceding the
service at 10 a.m.

Donations may be made in
Stephen’s memory to The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield N.J. 07090.

Funeral arrangements are by Gray
Funeral Home in Westfield.
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Linus E. Weingart, 81, Purple Heart
Recipient; Was Avid Golfer

Linus E. Weingart, 81, passed away
Thursday, August 11, 2011. Born in
New Brunswick, the son of Elmer
and Anna Weingart, he lived in
Westfield since 1965.

Mr. Weingart had been the chief
financial officer for Liberty Optical
of Newark. The recipient of a Purple
Heart, he served as an Army medic in
the Korean War.

He was a graduate of St. Peter’s
High School in New Brunswick and
earned his Bachelor’s degree from
Seton Hall University. An avid golfer,
he was a long time member of Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield, and
enjoyed skiing with his family.

He was predeceased by his be-

loved daughter, Mary Slattery.
Surviving are his loving wife, Marie

(Nee. DiChiara) Weingart; his de-
voted son, Michael; and two beloved
granddaughters, Shannon and Caitlin.

 A Mass of Christian Burial was
held Saturday, August 13, at the Ro-
man Catholic Church of Saint Anne
in Garwood. Arrangements were by
the Dooley Funeral Home, 218 North
Avenue, West in Cranford. Interment
was in Fairview Cemetery, Westfield.

 In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in his memory to the
Parkinson’s Disease Foundation,
1359 Broadway, Suite 1509, New
York, N.Y. 10018.

August 18, 2011

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Renee Farneti Jensen, 46, Was
Therapist; Loving Wife, Mother, Friend

Renee Farneti Jensen, 46, of Scotch
Plains, passed away on August 11,
2011 after a seven-year battle with
cancer.

Renee was born at Mid-Valley
Hospital in Peckville, Pa., on De-
cember 23, 1964, and raised in Eynon,
Pa. After graduating from Valley View
High School in Archbald, Pa., Class
of 1982, she graduated from Key-
stone College in La Plume, Pa., and
then continued her education in Utica,
N.Y., receiving her degree in Occu-
pational Therapy.

During her career, she worked at
Overlook Hospital, Moss Rehab, JFK
Hospital, and the Arc of Somerset
County. She received her Master’s
Degree in Education at Seton Hall
University, South Orange, N.J., and
was featured as a guest lecturer at
Temple University in Philadelphia, Pa.

During the years she had cancer,
she volunteered her services by using
trained therapy dogs to help children
with autism. These children re-
sponded in amazing ways to Renee’s
love and the therapy methods she
developed. She wrote the definitive
book, “Canine Animal Assisted
Therapy for Autistic Children: A
Guide to Program Development and
Therapeutic Intervention,” which is
yet to be published.

Renee’s life centered around her
family. She was an active member of
the Vestry of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield, N.J. She espe-
cially loved traveling with her fam-
ily, enjoying summer vacations at
Cape May Point, N.J., visiting friends
and relatives in Pennsylvania, and

flying to Italy, France, Hungary, En-
gland and Germany. She enjoyed
SCUBA diving in Hawaii and nu-
merous Caribbean Islands, and at her
sister Carol’s home in Belize.

Renee was a very caring and loving
person whose friends and family
adored her, commenting, “She was
always there when I needed her, even
when she was sick,” “She made a
positive difference in my life,” “She
always made me laugh when I was
feeling down,” and “She was the light
of my life.” With all the worthwhile
things that Renee did, she was most
proud of being Aleacia’s mother.

Renee is survived by her beloved
husband Robert, whom she married
19 years ago on July 29, 1992; their
daughter, Aleacia; sister Carol Farneti
Foster of Belize, Central America;
parents Gloria and Raniero Farneti of
Eynon, Pa.; nieces Kelly Boisvert,
Amy Bennett, and Ruth Loizeaux;
nephew Russell Loizeaux, all of Sugar
Grove, Pa.; niece and nephew Tiiu
and Raivo Lindemann of Long Is-
land, N.Y.

A viewing will be held Thursday,
August 18, 2011 from 2 to 4 p.m. and
7 to 9 p.m. at Gray’s Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street, Westfield, N.J.

The church service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, August 20, 2011
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414
East Broad Street, Westfield, N.J.
07079.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Renee’s memory to St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church.

For further information, visit
grayfuneralhomes.com.
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Joan Martin Hurford, 63, Worked for
NBC, Youth and Family Counseling

Joan Martin Hurford, 63, passed
away on August 11, 2011. Born in
Montclair, N.J., she lived most of her
life in Jersey City, N.J., then in Man-
hattan, N.Y. before moving to
Westfield.

Joan graduated from Snyder High
School in Jersey City, and Fordham
University, Lincoln Center Campus
in New York, N.Y. She worked at
Morgan Guaranty Company, then
NBC Advertising, and then Pearlman/
Rowe/Kolomatsky where she became
vice-president. She worked lastly for
Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vices in Westfield.

She was pre-deceased by her hus-

band, Richard E. Hurford; her father,
John Martin, and her brothers, John
R. and David E. Martin.

She is survived by her mother,
Helen Martin; brother, Richard G.
Martin; his wife, Virginia; brother-
in-law, Gary Hurford; sisters-in-laws,
Cynthia and Leilani Martin; four
nieces and nephews, and five great
nieces and nephews.

All services are private under the
direction of Gray Funeral Home in
Westfield. Donations in lieu of flow-
ers may be made to the charity of
your choice.
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SOARING HIGH…Boy Scout Troop No. 273 Assistant Scoutmaster Mike Wolski
congratulates new Eagle Scout Brian Doles on attaining the highest rank in Boy
Scouting. Brian is the son of Elizabeth and David Doles of Westfield and will enter
his senior year at Westfield High School in September.

Brian Doles of Westfield
Attains Eagle Scout Rank

WESTFIELD – Brian Doles, a
member of Boy Scout Troop No.
273 sponsored by Jefferson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield, earned the
highest honor in Boy Scouting – the
Eagle Scout Award – on July 1.
Only 4 percent of all Boy Scouts
attain this honor.

Brian’s Eagle Scout project con-
sisted of renovating two storage
rooms at Westfield’s St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church for the Flower Guild
and the Christmas Pageant. He over-
saw a group of volunteers who
cleared out the existing space, re-
painted the rooms, constructed and
installed shelves and storage bins
and organized the new storage
space.

Brian expresses his appreciation
to all those who donated time, ma-
terials and hard work to complete
this project. He also wishes to thank
St. Paul’s staff, including Father
Andrew Hamersley, rector; Judy
Jessup and Jill Sitcer, who offered
their assistance and time. Addition-
ally, Brian thanks all his friends
and fellow scouts who helped paint
and assemble the shelves, and
Westfield Lumber, which donated
all of the paint used in the project.

The new Eagle also wishes to

thank his Scoutmaster, Dr. Eric
Deutchman, and Assistant Scout-
master, Mike Wolski, for helping
him to achieve his goal.

Brian is the son of Elizabeth and
David Doles of Westfield. He is the
grandson of Sue Bissinger of St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla., formerly of Westfield,
and Bob and Irene Doles of Alpharetta,
Ga. Brian’s sister, Samantha Doles,
earned the Silver Award in Girl Scout-
ing several years ago.

In his six years with Troops No.
79 and 273, Brian has served as
patrol leader and has participated
in camping and outdoor activities.
A member of St. Paul’s Church,
Brian volunteers with the youth
group and has participated the last
four consecutive years in the
church’s Mission Trip.

Additionally, Brian is a member
of the Westfield High School Cross
Country, Winter Track and Spring
Track teams. He also is actively
involved with the Westfield High
School Transitional Project. His
hobbies include skiing, sailing and
video gaming.

Entering his senior year at
Westfield High School in Septem-
ber, Brian plans to pursue a college
career in engineering.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
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Westfield
Tuesday, August 9, Samantha

Borr, 18, of Westfield was arrested
in the 300 block of North Scotch
Plains Avenue for assault on a police
officer. She was transported to head-
quarters, processed and released.

Tuesday, August 9, Ryan A. Vora,
29, of Westfield was arrested and
charged for driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after an investigation into an
accident in which a vehicle struck a
parked vehicle. He was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, August 9, Bobby Lee
Reaves, Jr., 41, of Jersey City was
picked up at the Hudson County jail
on a criminal warrant out of
Westfield. He was held for failure to
post bail pending a court date set for
Wednesday, August 10.

Thursday, August 11, criminal
mischief was reported in the 1200
block of Boulevard after several
windows of a building were broken.

Thursday, August 11, Colin
Mackay, 22, of Westfield was ar-
rested at headquarters for an out-
standing warrant out of Springfield.
He was processed and released after
posting bail set at $150.

Friday, August 12, Michael
Martinez, 20, of Edison was arrested
for an outstanding Madison warrant
after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 12, a resident of
Cacciola Place reported the theft of
a black, BMX bicycle with blue
handle bars valued at approximately
$200.

Friday, August 12, Rajaun Foster,
of Newark, age unknown, was ar-
rested at the Essex County jail for an
active Westfield warrant. He was
processed and turned over to the
Union County jail for failure to post
bail set at $389.

Sunday, August 14, Shareece Bul-
lock, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding Westfield war-
rant after a motor vehicle accident at
West Broad Street and South Av-
enue. She was processed, posted bail
and was released.

Sunday, August 14, a resident in
the 900 block of Wyandotte Trail
reported the theft of his Iphone, val-
ued at approximately $750 from his
residence.

Sunday, August 14, a resident of
Bell Drive reported that someone
gained entry to his residence with
force. According to police, it is not
certain if anything was removed.

Sunday, August 14, a gas station in
the 800 block of South Avenue re-
ported being the victim of an armed
robbery. According to police, the sus-
pect described as a black male, ap-
proximately 6 feet tall and wearing a
blue shirt and jeans pointed a small,
black handgun at the employee and
removed approximately $450 in cash
and coins and a hand-held phone.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 8, the manager

of a Route 22 gas station reported
that an individual came to the pumps
and asked to have his tank filled.
According to police, the manager

put in $67 worth of gas and the
suspect fled the scene without pay-
ing.

Tuesday, August 9, a resident of
Lake Avenue reported that she re-
ceived a call from a individual who
stated she had won a prize, but would
have to give her Social Security num-
ber and date of birth to claim it.
According to police, the victim did
not give the information and hung
up and the caller called back several
times.

Tuesday, August 9, a resident of
Monica Place reported that she re-
ceived a call from her bank stating
that someone withdrew approxi-
mately $3,500 from her account
without her authorization.

Wednesday, August 10, Miquel
Cruz, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
for a $250 outstanding warrant is-
sued by the Somerville court after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was transported to headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, August 12, Jamee McCoy,
34, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with  possession of suspected
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue at which time
the officer observed the suspected
marijuana inside the vehicle. He was
transported to headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, August 12, Keith Sari, 62,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with  aggravated assault and
possession of deadly weapon after
an incident on Raritan Road. Ac-
cording to police, an officer was
assigned to block off Raritan Road
at Rahway Road because it was be-
ing paved. Sari drove his vehicle up
to the officer and demanded to be let
in and when officer advised him that
the pavement was still wet, Sari be-
came irate and started yelling ob-
scenities, police said. Sari yelled, “I
don’t care I’m going through and
you’re not stopping me,” then got
into his car and drove on the wrong
side of the road and tried to run over
the officer, authorities reported. The
officer was able to get out of the way
and stop Sari’s vehicle and he was
transported to headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, August 14, a resident of
Willow Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone entered his
vehicle, which was parked in the
driveway by breaking the passenger
side window and once inside re-
moved several items, which were
valued at approximately $780.

Monday, August 15, Christopher
Trawick, 27, of Montclair was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22, at
which time the officer smelled the
strong odor of alcohol. According to
police, Trawick failed several field
sobriety tests at the scene and was
transported to headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Mountainside
Thursday, August 11, a resident of

Central Avenue reported that he at-
tempted to register himself with his
insurance company and was told he
was already registered under another
e-mail. According to police, the first
e-mail was fruadulent and was un-
registered and the incident has been
turned over to the detective bureau.

Friday, August 12, Keith Williams,
36, of Newark was picked up at the
Essex County jail for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant.

Free Beginning Bridge
Lessons Offered

LIVINGSTON - Essex Bridge Cen-
ter will be offering beginning bridge
lessons starting in September. The
morning session will begin Thurs-
day, September 8, and run from 9:10
until 11:40 a.m. The evening session
begins Monday, September 12, and
runs from 6:30 until 9 p.m.

The first six lessons of this series
and the book for the course are free of
charge. This is a chance to learn by
actually playing along with other be-
ginners No partner is necessary and
free light refreshments will be served
Learn a fun, challenging game and
make new friends.

Essex Bridge Center is located up-
stairs in VFW Post 2856 at 95 W. Mt.
Pleasant Avenue in Livingston.

For more information, visit
www.essexbridgecenter.com or call
(973) 535-9262.

Temple Sholom to
Host Open House

FANWOOD – On Sunday, August
21, from 4 until 6 p.m., Temple
Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains
will host a fun and informative open
house for all who are interested in
finding out about the congregation
and the benefits of membership. The
event will take place at the home of
one of its congregants. Children are
welcome.

Participants will have the opportu-
nity to meet current members, clergy
and leaders from the congregation, as
well as learn more about its educa-
tional programs for all ages.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call (908) 889-4900 or e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org.

www.goleader.com

Phyllis C. Shea, 94, Longtime Resident;
Mother of Four, 12 Great-Grandchildren

Phyllis C. Shea, 94, a resident of
Meadow Lakes Continuing Care Re-
tirement Community in Hightstown
passed away on Wednesday, August
10, 2011.

Mrs. Shea was born in Warick,
Bermuda on March 3, 1917, and grew
up in Brooklyn, N.Y. She graduated
from Erasmus Hall High School in
Brooklyn and attended Barnard Col-
lege in New York, N.Y. She resided in
Westfield for 51 years before moving
to Meadow Lakes in 1996.

Mrs. Shea was predeceased by her
husband, John J. Shea.

 She is survived by her four chil-
dren, John F. Shea, and his wife,
Marilyn; Richard M. Shea; Kit
Whittle, and her husband, Tom, and
Barbara McGinty, and her husband,

John. Grandma Jersey will be deeply
missed by her six grandchildren, Kate
Donald, Peggy Rosenau, Ryan
McGinty, Betsy Davis, John Shea
and Elizabeth Petersen.

She also leaves 12 treasured great
grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Monday, August 15,
2011 at Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Internment fol-
lowed at St. Vincent Cemetery in
Madison.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to The Desert House of
Prayer, P.O. Box 391, St. Michaels,
Ariz., 86511.

For further information visit
dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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