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Letter Writer Failed to Mention Bush
Contribution to Our Economy State

In response to Rose Ann Salanitri’s
August 4, 2011 explanation of the
TEA Party and it’s objectives, I find
it very curious that Ms. Salanitri didn’t
mention anything about how much
President Bush and the Republican
Party contributed to the current eco-
nomic state. Instead, she laid it all at
the feet of just three people, Presi-
dent Obama, Nancy Pelosi and Harry
Reid. How can one take your party
seriously when you won’t even ac-
knowledge that the Republican Party
has contributed to the financial
downslide we are currently experi-
encing? I guess you don’t claim to
have any historical perspective that
might conflict with your and the
party’s pre-conceived notions.

It’s hard to see how Ms. Salanitri’s
party can claim to represent a broad
spectrum of people when they appear
to be no more that the radical wing of
the GOP. She and the TEA Party
engage in the same old us vs. them.
It’s just dressed up with a new name.

Ms. Salanitri’s apparent disdain for
the accomplishments of President
Obama was also telling. By calling
him a ‘community organizer’ she trot-
ted out that tired old jab that back-
fired in 2008. Ms. Salanitri and her
TEA party minions can try and orga-
nize a community, but if a Harvard-
trained ex-law professor and then
Senator and finally President does it,

that some how rates her derision.
Interesting.

Clearly, the simplistic approaches
advanced by some TEA Party mem-
bers has appeal to some voters. And
to a degree, some of what the TEA
Party claims should be incorporated
into the political discussions we have
as a nation. The vitriol, name-calling
and misplaced rage makes it hard for
many to take them seriously. Until
that changes, the TEA Party will re-
main on the fringe.

Rodney Ross
Westfield

NYC Gets Two Months Worth of Rain in One Day
STATE COLLEGE, Pa. –

AccuWeather.com reports extreme rain
records were smashed on Sunday, in-
cluding an all-time record rainfall at the
JFK Airport with 7.80 inches. This
smashed the daily rainfall record of 6.27
inches on June 30, 1984. The normal
rainfall for the month of August at the
JFK Airport is 3.7 inches.

Topping the list of rainfall, Lido Beach,
N.Y., got 10.87 inches of rain. Newark
was deluged by 6.40 inches of rain. Phila-
delphia got 4.84 inches of rain on Sun-
day. The inundating rain surpasses the
normal monthly rainfall of 3.50 inches.

More daily rain records set on Sunday:

Open Space Bill Funding Local
Projects Signed by Governor

WESTFIELD – Governor Chris
Christie this month signed bill S-
28158 along with two “Green Acres”
bills, announced Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.

Among the projects funded by the
legislation are two of particular inter-
est to 21st District residents: improve-
ments to Briant Park in Summit, and
improvements to the South Moun-
tain Reservation in Millburn. Addi-
tional projects funded in the 21st
District are: Somerset County Open
Space Acquisition: $900,000 Union

County Open Space Acquisition:
$1,350,000 Oak Ridge Park Phase I:
$1,350,000 Warren Township Plan-
ning Incentive: $450,000 New Provi-
dence Open Space Acquisition:
$450,000 Morris County Planning
Incentive: $1,125,000 Lamington
Conservancy, Central Lamington
Project: $275,000 Harding Land
Trust, Open Spaces and Natural
Places: $260,000 The Land Conser-
vancy (Morris), Priority Areas Ac-
quisition: $550,000.

TOURING...The staff in Mountainside of Summit DaVita Dialysis give Rep.
Leonard Lance (7th-District) a tour of the facility last week. Pictured, left to right,
are Alexander Dacanay, Luanne Diguglielmo, patient Ira Blackwell, Jeannine
Hahn, Michael King, Adminstrator Sylvia Botstick, Administrator Diane
Weidman, (foreground) Rep. Lance and Dr. Carl Goldstein, Medical Director.

Ex-Councilman Says He Wrote
Ordinance That Created SID

On December 9, 1999, a letter ap-
peared in The Westfield Leader, which
questioned my authorship of the ordi-
nance for the creation of the Westfield
District Management Corporation and
Special Improvement District (“DMC/
SID”). The purpose of this letter is to
provide information about my authorship
of the ordinance and various other docu-
ments related to the creation of the
Westfield DMC/SID.

I have donated to the Westfield His-
torical Society a set of DMC/SID docu-
ments, which I wrote, which runs to 78
pages. It includes the ordinance, by-laws,
accounting memorandum, cash manage-
ment plan, and fixed asset management
system. It also includes various other
memoranda, letters, action plans, and
meeting minutes. I wrote several of these
memoranda and letters to Garland Boothe,
the Mayor at the time, who played a
leading role in getting the DMC/SID ap-
proved by the Town Council, and who
thereby performed a valuable service to
Westfield.

In the mid-1990s, the main purpose of
the DMC/SID would be the financing of
a parking deck. The DMC/SID would
issue bonds with the backing of the town;
repayment of the bonds would come from
parking fees and from special assess-
ments on downtown properties. A DMC/
SID would allow more flexible financing
terms than bonds issued by the municipal
government. As things turned out, no
parking deck was ever built, but the DMC/
SID has been used for various other worth-
while purposes.

In 1986, I designed the Union County
Utilities Authority as an enterprise fund
to operate entirely on user fees; the inde-
pendent accountant concurred. The
Westfield DMC/SID in 1995 was de-
signed as a series of governmental funds,
because it would operate on both special
assessments and user fees.

In 1995, the Bureau of Authority Regu-
lation was not interested in full-scale
regulation of DMC/SIDs. So, who would
oversee the Westfield DMC/SID? The
independent accountant thought about
this, and concluded that the Westfield
DMC/SID should be accountable back to
the town, to whatever extent it would not
be regulated by the Bureau of Authority
Regulation. I drafted the Westfield DMC/
SID documents accordingly.

I had several discussions with down-
town interests about the Westfield DMC/
SID. One concern of the downtown inter-
ests was limitation of special assessments.
We concluded that the maximum special
assessment rate should be 10 percent of
the prior year’s total of local, county, and
school tax rates. (This became section 2-
104(b) of the Town Code.)

Another concern of the downtown in-
terests was that preexisting municipal
expenses might migrate onto the budget
of the DMC/SID.

To address this concern, I wrote into
the ordinance, that a plan of coordination
should be created, so that preexisting
municipal expenses would remain on the
municipal budget. (This became section
2-109 of the Town Code.)

The Westfield DMC/SID is a continu-
ation of Westfield’s participation in the
Main Street program, based on organiza-
tion, promotion, design, and economic
restructuring. This is in the preamble of
the ordinance. (The preamble of an ordi-
nance never gets into the Town Code.)

There was some discussion whether
the DMC/SID should be set up as a gov-
ernment commission or as a nonprofit
corporation. The government commis-
sion form would make it more eligible for
government grants. The Town Adminis-
trator at the time had an excellent record
of grantsmanship. Thus, the government
commission form was selected.

Another issue was whether special as-
sessments should be imposed on all down-
town properties, or only commercial prop-
erties. Because sprucing up the down-
town would benefit all downtown prop-
erties, the decision was made assess all
downtown properties.

The December 9, 1999 letter also sug-
gested that my employment in state gov-
ernment precluded me from involvement
in the creation of the DMC/SID. Al-
though my employment in state govern-
ment precludes me from holding local
public office and precludes me from cer-
tain political campaign activities, it does
not preclude me from involvement in
civic affairs, such as the creation of the
Westfield DMC/SID.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Red Bank

Editor’s Note: The author was a
Westfield town councilman in the 1990s.

A Major Moral And
Patriotic Crisis

According to federal and state statis-
tics, the unemployment rate among vet-
erans who served since September 2001
was 11.5 percent in 2010; 107,000 veter-
ans are homeless on any given night; 23
percent of all homeless people in the
United States are veterans; 7,000 to 8,000
veterans in New Jersey are homeless.

Members of Congress and the Presi-
dent constantly, and rightfully so, give
praise to the valor, heroism, and patrio-
tism of our military personnel in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Yet where are the Federal
programs to give our veterans jobs and a
decent place to live? Where are the state
programs? Where are the private sector
jobs? Of all people, the veterans should
be highest on our list of employment
priorities.

Young men and women, considering a
career in our armed forces, are less likely
to do so if they know that at the end of
their tours of duty there will find neither
work nor a place to live other than on the
street.

We must make insure that not single
veteran is unemployed or homeless. Isn’t
this the very least we can do for people
who have risked life and limb that we can
enjoy our constitutional freedoms and
way of life?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

New York City (LaGuardia Airport), 6.6
inches; Trenton, 4.66 inches; old record
3.40 inches/1999 - Bridgeport, Conn.:
2.75 inches.

Flooding resulted in many communi-
ties. The rainfall moved slowly across the
mid-Atlantic and tapped into moisture
from both the Gulf of Mexico and the
Atlantic. A factor of the flooding is that
there has been a dry pattern across the
Northeast this summer — water is not
able to penetrate the soil as easily.

The rain that fell at the JFK Interna-
tional Airport is almost as much rain that
fell during the months of May, June and
July combined (7.96 inches).

Fanny Wood Day to
Include Bubble Gum
FANWOOD – Blowing bubbles, de-

vouring ice cream, photo contest and a
football toss will be featured at the 16th
Annual Fanny Wood Day to be held on
Sunday, October 2, 2011 from 11 a.m.
until 5 p.m. at the corner of Martine and
South Avenues in downtown Fanwood.

Gum will be provided and the prize
categories will include largest bubble,
smallest bubble, funniest break and most
blown. The public is invited to submit
photos of Fanwood for the contest to be
exhibited on Friday, September 30 at the
Pat Kuran Cultural Arts Center from 6:30
to 8 p.m. The winners will be announced
at Fanny Wood Day. The ice cream eat-
ing contest is back for its fifth season.

For information on contests or to be a
vendor, see www.fanwoodnj.org.


