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Fanwood Taxpayers Could Have
Received A Better Tax Deal This Year

Planned Parenthood
Vote By Lance

Outrageous
Congressman Lance needs to hear

from women across this state. It’s
time he stood up for our health. It is
outrageous that Rep. Lance voted
with Speaker Boehner and the House
leadership to shut down the govern-
ment over whether women could get
birth control and cancer screenings at
Planned Parenthood.

At a time when women need more
access to health care, not less, it is
unacceptable that Congress tried to
tell women that they cannot go to
Planned Parenthood to get primary
and preventive health care. The
Congressman’s action in attacking
trusted women’s health providers like
Planned Parenthood doesn’t save tax-
payers any money nor does it create a
single job. Planned Parenthood is an
important health care provider in our
community. Where are women sup-
posed to turn for basic reproductive
health care if Planned Parenthood is
not able to serve the millions of Ameri-
cans who rely on their services?

Karen Formal
Westfield

When Did FW Recycling Ctr. Change
To Hazardous Material Collection?

Staying Under 2 Percent Cap Did
Not Happen by Accident In Fanwood

Real Reason for Red Light Cameras
Is Revenue for Towns, Not Safety

Thanks for Supporting
Women’s Education

Earlier this summer, the members
of New Jersey P.E.O. Chapter AS,
Westfield, held a garage sale. The
over $1,700 profit would not have
been possible without the local shop-
pers’ support. All of the profits will
be put towards the six P.E.O. projects,
which provide educational opportu-
nities for women. P.E.O. does this by
offering scholarships, grants, awards
and loans to help women enhance
their lives through learning.

P.E.O. (Philanthropic Educational
Organization) is clearly making a
difference in the lives of women all
over the world. Nearly 85,000 women
have benefited from our
organization’s educational grants,
loans, awards, special projects and
stewardship of Cottey College. To
date, P.E.O. has awarded Educational
Loan Fund dollars totaling $130 mil-
lion, International Peace Scholarships
totaling $27 million, Program for
Continuing Education grants total-
ing $38 million, and Scholar Awards
totaling $14 million. The newest
project, the Star scholarship, has
awarded over $1 million since its
inception in 2009. In addition, ap-
proximately 8,300 women have
graduated from Cottey College.

We would like to thank our neigh-
bors for shopping at our garage sale
and through their purchases support-
ing women’s education. For more
information about P.E.O., go to
www.peointernational.org or write to
Chapter AS at asnjpeo@yahoo.com.

Ellen Rogers
Westfield

Where’s that tax reduction? When
the municipal budget was introduced
in May, our mayor was empathic that
Fanwood homeowners would see an
overall property tax reduction of
nearly $20. Again in June before the
Borough Council voted on the bud-
get, the mayor stated that the total
average property tax bill would be
reduced.

In August, we received our tax bills
with a message from the mayor that
the average Fanwood taxpayer will
see a $9 annual increase. There was
no explanation how those numbers
changed from June to August. How
difficult was it to list: municipal taxes
increased $62, county taxes increased

$81 and the school district tax de-
creased $134? Now that’s fairly clear
how we got the overall increase and
who raised taxes over the unique re-
duction of the school district tax.

In these economically challenging
times for all citizens, it is unfortunate
that Borough Hall could not make
more of an effort to hold the property
tax flat, or deliver that overall tax
reduction. With a $775,000 surplus
in the municipal budget, Fanwood
taxpayers could have received a bet-
ter tax deal this year. Perhaps we can
deliver on that next year.

Joe Britt, GOP
Candidate for Fanwood Mayor

At a recent meeting of the Fanwood
Borough Council two topics were dis-
cussed that I feel need to be addressed:
taxes and shared services. Despite how
people may play with the numbers, the
indisputable fact remains that this admin-
istration has passed bipartisan budgets
well under the 2 percent cap law for three
consecutive years.

Coming under the cap law by hundreds
of thousands of dollars does not happen
by accident. It reflects a commitment to
reducing government and strong redevel-
opment policies. As a current member of
the municipal council, I recognize that
we are not finished, which is why I am
seeking re-election. I am proud of our
accomplishments and my contributions
to the Budget and the Shared Services
committees. I know we can do more by

supporting the Mayor’s efforts by identi-
fying and implementing new strategies of
shared government services to increase
their efficiency and their effectiveness.

Through continuing effort we can build
upon our current and solid financial foun-
dation. As this process unfolds, I wel-
come new and constructive ideas. How-
ever, skewing the numbers, remaining
silent, or adopting a negative view re-
flects a tepid attitude, which will result in
the status quo at a time when costs are
constantly rising. Those actions will only
take us backwards. Now is the time when
leadership should be moving us forward.
Myself, my running mate Kevin Boris
and Mayor Mahr intend to move Fanwood
forward.

Russell Huegel, DEM
Fanwood Councilman

On the front page of August 11th’s
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
there was an article on fluorescent
bulb recycling that will begin on
August 20 at the Fanwood Recycling
Center that will serve seven commu-
nities with the support of a grant from
Union County. I live a block away
from this site which I believed to be a
recycling center established for the
purpose of collecting non-hazardous
materials for recycling very much
like Westfield’s Lambert’s Mill road
site. When did the designation change
to a hazardous material collection
site?

Shouldn’t local residents have been
informed possibly with a letter ex-
plaining this change that may impact
on their welfare? Will local commu-
nity groups, as shown in the picture,
have the necessary Hazmat training
should breakage occur? Will there be
material safety data sheets filed with
the state and kept on the premises?
Will there be special containment
units to collect gases should break-
age occur? Just saying that there is
only a small amount of gas in a bulb

does not negate that hundreds or
maybe thousands of small gas
amounts will be collected since seven
communities will be disposing their
bulbs here.

There are multiple residential hous-
ing units and a food store next to this
site that don’t need to become toxic
waste superfund sites because some-
one thought it would be a great idea to
get money from the county for a
bunch of towns to get rid of a prob-
lem. What’s next oils, paints, refrig-
erants, etc.? The solution should be
that Union County establish a perma-
nent county collection site where
properly trained personnel and safety
equipment can handle the safe col-
lection and disposal of hazardous
waste. Then there wouldn’t be a need
for special disposal days a couple of
times a year. How about using the old
golf course in Clark that’s hardly
used now that it’s off limits to golfers,
or better yet, the county incinerator
property that burns up our county tax
dollars.

Robert Fox
Scotch Plains

In last week’s Leader a letter writer
complained of unjustly receiving a
traffic ticket in Westfield. The basis
for this complaint was the perception
that the ticket was issued entirely at
the discretion of the police officer for
“careless driving in a construction
zone,” a violation which seems to
have a very subjective definition.

The assertion that cops hand out
tickets unjustly reminded me of an
article that appeared in the July 28th
Leader. That article reported that
Union County wants to spend $150K
to determine the “best” intersections
in the county to place the much-
despised red light cameras designed
to catch motorists running red lights.
Advocates of red light cameras will
claim, with a straight face, that the
goal is increased safety. But those of
us who have been nailed by these
devices know better. It all depends on
how you define “running a red light.”

The law enforcement community
would have you believe that red light
cameras are valuable safety tools that
discourage miscreants from blowing
through intersections when the light
is red. But the truth is a bit different.
An investigation by The Chicago Tri-
bune in 2009 showed that the vast
majority of red light camera viola-
tions in the Chicago suburbs were for

failure to come to a complete stop
when making a right turn on red. Not
for blowing through an intersection.
In my case, failing to come to a com-
plete stop when turning right on red
in Linden cost me $140.

Government officials know that it’s
not uncommon for motorists to come
to a “rolling stop” when making a
right on red, and that placing a red
light camera at such intersections will
produce a lucrative source of rev-
enue. Although a rolling right on red
is technically illegal in New Jersey,
some places actually do allow a right
on red after yielding (rather than stop-
ping).

If red light cameras are going to be
used at all, they should target only the
most serious infractions, especially
since red light cameras cannot iden-
tify the actual driver of the vehicle.
When technology is used to shake-
down vehicle owners for relatively
minor transgressions committed by
the drivers of those vehicles, every-
one knows that revenue generation
rather than safety is the true motiva-
tor. The ultimate result is contempt
for the law, and disrespect for law
enforcement.

Bob Pinheiro
Westfield

Balance of Tax Hikes, Spending Cuts
Could Have Prevented S&P Downgrade

A recent letter blames
“Obamanomics” for the S&P down-
grade. In reality, S&P cited the in-
ability of Congress to work together
and compromise as the primary justi-
fication for the downgrade. “The po-
litical brinksmanship of recent
months highlights what we see as
America’s governance and
policymaking becoming less stable,
less effective and less predictable.”

S&P also said that the debt ceiling
deal “falls short” of what was neces-
sary to “stabilize the government’s
medium-term debt dynamics.”
Speaker Boehner said he got 98 per-
cent of what he wanted, so we can’t
say the deal represents the President’s
economic philosophies. Perhaps if

there had been a balanced approach
of tax increases and spending cuts,
S&P would not have downgraded
U.S. debt.

Moreover, roughly half of our debt
is due to continuing policies of the
Bush Administration: two unfunded
wars, unfunded tax cuts and the un-
funded Medicare Part D. We can’t
blame “Obamanomics” for them.

Finally, let’s compare the jobs num-
bers from the past three months with
the numbers from the last three
months of the Bush Administration.
From November 2008 to January
2009, the economy lost 533,000 jobs,
lost 524,000 jobs and lost 598,000
jobs. From April to June 2011, the
economy added 244,000 jobs, added
54,000 jobs and added 18,000 jobs.

John Robison
Westfield

Dear Sirs: Our Client’s Famous Logo is
For New Jersey Turnpike, Not NJ Tea Party

Care Free Days Nearly Over For
Kids, Parents As Schools Open

Time to break out the pens and pencils, notebooks,
laptops and backpacks, brand new school clothes
and lunch money. Soon, it’s back to school for area
kids, meaning the carefree days of summer are over
— not only for the youngsters, but also for their
parents. It’s been more than two months since home-
work worries, book report angst, missed rides, early
morning and after-school practices, show-and-tell
crises, sicknesses — real and imagined, good and
bad hair days and all the other emergencies of the
moment have reared their ugly heads.

But the next couple of weeks should also be a time
of pride for parents as they watch their offspring —
a year older and, hopefully, wiser than last Septem-
ber — head off for what may be their very first day

of school, their entry into high school or the first day
of their pivotal senior year of high school. Of course,
countless families have already bade some tearful
farewells to their adult children as they set off for
college.

The years tend to fly by quicker than many of us
would like, so, between the day-to-day events, some
of them frustrating — like trying to explain algebra
to a teary-eyed sixth grader or hastily slapping
together a plaster topography map of some foreign
country or waking early to drive someone to a
predawn swim practice — parents should remember
that these days and these responsibilities won’t last
forever. And for many parents, the wish will be that
they could last indefinitely.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help---LD-21---
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This firm represents the New Jer-
sey Turnpike Authority (“NJTA) in
connection with its intellectual prop-
erty matters. We are writing to you
with respect to The Westfield Leader’s
publication of an infringing trade-
mark submitted by an organization
named the New Jersey Tea Party Cau-
cus in your August 4, 2011 edition,
which logo is confusingly similar to
our client’s famous New Jersey Turn-
pike Logo.

NJTA is the owner of the famous
New Jersey Turnpike Logo, which
mark it has been using in connection
with its transportation services, high-
way toll collection services and re-
lated goods, since at least as early as
1950.

Our client’s New Jersey Turnpike
Logo is depicted below ***:

NJTA is the owner of United States
Trademark and Service Mark Regis-
tration No. 2873,593 for its New Jer-
sey Turnpike Logo in International
Class 41 for transportation services,
namely, providing a private highway
for other; in International Class 36
for highway toll collection services;
in International Class 25 for t-shirts
and hats; and in International Class
20 for non-metal non-leather key
chains. Printouts from the United
States Patent and Trademark Office’s
Online Database of our client’s regis-
tration are attached hereto as Tab A.

NJTA has invested a substantial
amount of time, money and other
resources advertising, promoting,
marketing and publicizing its ser-
vices provided under the New Jersey
Turnpike Logo mark. As a result of
NJTA’s substantial advertising, mar-
keting and promotional efforts, the

New Jersey Turnpike Logo mark has
acquired substantial consumer rec-
ognition and good will. The New
Jersey Turnpike Logo mark has be-
come an important and iconic source
indicator which identifies NJTA’s
services to consumers and motorists
both in the State of New Jersey and
elsewhere throughout the United
States.

For all of the foregoing reasons,
the New Jersey Turnpike Logo mark
is an exceedingly valuable asset of
NJTA. It has recently come to our
attention that an organization named
the New Jersey Tea Party Caucus has
begun using a logo mark which im-
permissibly incorporates our client’s
New Jersey Turnpike Logo mark. This
logo is depicted below ***:

Screen shots from this entity’s
website, located at
www.niteapartvcaucus.com, demon-
strating its use of this infringing logo
are attached hereto at Tab B. It has
come to our attention that The
Westfield Leader published this logo

in its August 4, 2011 edition in con-
nection with a letter to the editor
submitted by Ms. RoseAnn Salanitri,
who is the president of the New Jer-
sey Tea Party Caucus. A copy of the
relevant page from the August 4, 2011
edition of The Westfield Leader is
attached hereto at Tab C.

Due to the confusingly similar na-
ture of the respective logos, the New
Jersey Tea Party Caucus’ use of the
above-depicted logo invariably cre-
ates a likelihood of confusion as to
the source of its services and sug-
gests a sponsorship with or approval
by NJTA which it does not have.

We presume that your newspaper
published this logo because it was
submitted directly with the letter to
editor. However, in light of the con-
fusingly similar nature of this logo
with our client’s famous New Jersey
Turnpike Logo mark, we must hereby
request that The Westfield Leader not
publish this logo again in the future.

We are in the process of contacting
the New Jersey Tea Party Caucus
directly regarding this issue.

We will anticipate your coopera-
tion in connection with this matter.

Peter Nussbaum
Wolf & Samson, West Orange

*** Logos are not reproduced herein.

The Last Logo War
DWC Sues Chamber,

Trademark of W
November 3, 2005; The Westfield

Leader — The Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (WACC) this week
reluctantly agreed to destroy 1,000
gift cards following a legal challenge
by the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) over the chamber’s use
of a stylized “W” on the cards. The
DWC had charged the chamber’s use
of the “W” represented an infringe-
ment on its trademark.

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. St Georges Ave., Linden
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 E. Second St., Scotch Plains
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Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave., Plainfield
(908) 561-5757

7th Congressional District
Rep. Leonard Lance, 425 North Ave E.,
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Orgulous – Proud; haughty
2. Rhipidate – Formed like a fan
3. Roboration – A strengthening
4. Sevum – Fat, as used in the prepara-

tion of ointments

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

POLTROON
1. A Russian silver half ruble
2. A busybody
3. Cowardly; comtemptible
4. A person who speaks with several

languages
TELESTIC

1. Artistically suited for show or dis-
play

2. A mind reader; telepath
3. Discharging electrical impulses, such

as with an electric eel
4. Pertaining to the final end or purpose

GLUTITION
1. In botany, having a sticky, moist

surface
2. The act of swallowing
3. The act or result of excessive over-

eating
4. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.

MACTATION
1. The killing of anything offered as a

sacrifice
2. The process of chewing and swal-

lowing
3. Characterized by long, sharp teeth
4. Marked with or constituting spots or

stains

See More Letters on page 5


