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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FEDERAL FACTS...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) paid a visit to The Leader/
Times office last Thursday to discuss the nation’s debt plan and other hot
Washington topics. Pictured, left to right, are: Editor Paul Peyton, Publisher
Horace Corbin, Rep. Lance and Chief of Staff Todd Mitchell.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
“THE NEED FOR SPEED”…Dan Fabiano, left, and Rich Bodmer of Westfield
reassemble their custom racecar from a knocked down, gutted BMW body and
frame, to be fitted with a small block Chevy V8 with special cylinders operating
at 12/1 compression, burning 114 Octane fuel to achieve smooth torque curve
from 3,500 rpm along with 600 HP up to 7,500 rpm. The team is receiving technical
and hardware support from major companies such as Goodyear, Sunoco, dyna-
mometer use and top of the line carburetion equipment for their unique project.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHOO CHOO…A caboose, one of 50 built in 1943 for the Central Railroad of New Jersey and retired in 1979, sits in wait
of restoration at the Fanwood Recycling Center on North Avenue. Fanwood won a $100,000 grant from the Department of
Transportation to preserve the caboose and is accepting bids for its restoration. The caboose will find a permanent home
at the Fanwood Train Station as a museum.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRESH FROM THE VINE…Ripe, red tomatoes were one of the many fresh
produce items offered at the Scotch Plains Marketplace on Saturday. The market,
which features a variety of produce, baked goods, nuts, pickles and more, will be
held in the municipal building parking lot Saturdays through October.

Rep. Lance Says President,
Congress Must Focus on Jobs

County Restoration of Deserted
Village Barn Nearly Complete

Multiple Scotch Plains
Neighborhoods Burglarized
SCOTCH PLAINS – A resident of

Acacia Road stated that sometime
between 4 p.m. on August 13 and
1:49 a.m. on August 16, someone
entered their residence through a
rear window. According to police,
one or more suspects cut the screen
and then smashed the window with a
rock. Approximately $1,500 in jew-
elry was removed from the premises.

A resident on the 2500 block of
Mountain Avenue reported that
sometime between 7:30 p.m. and
10 p.m. on August 15, someone

entered their residence through a
rear window after smashing the
glass and subsequently left through
a sliding glass door. According to
police, checkbooks and approxi-
mately $4,000 in jewelry were re-
moved.

The Scotch Plains Police Detec-
tive Bureau is investigating and has
increased both uniform and plain-
clothes patrols. Det. Lt. Brian
Donnelly asks that anyone with in-
formation call him at (908) 322-
7100, extension no.111.

SP Council Urges Renewed Push
Restoration of Frazee House

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council will meet again in the
coming weeks with representatives
overseeing the restoration of the his-
toric Frazee House in an effort to
speed up the project that began nearly
seven years ago.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day evening, Andy Calamaras, repre-
senting the Frazee House restoration
committee, said that the restoration
of the house itself would cost
$700,000 to $1 million, depending in
part on how faithful the refurbish-
ment stays to the original design of
the nearly 300-year-old house.

“Money is the issue,” he told the
council, adding that his group is plan-
ning multiple fund-raising efforts in
the remaining months of this year.
The group recently secured a plan-
ning grant that will help the restora-
tion committee, which is an offshoot
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club, decide precisely what to
do with a restored house “so it doesn’t
just sit there,” Mr. Calamaras said.
“We don’t need another passive mu-
seum,” he said, adding that he envi-
sioned the historic house being “more
of an interactive museum.” He said
there is “a lot of awareness in the
community [about the Frazee House]
and in the schools.”

Mr. Calamaras told the council that
a cleanup of the one-acre tract sur-
rounding the house would hopefully
be completed this fall. He said sev-
eral fallen trees would be removed
along with some existing trees and
overgrown brush and vegetation on
the property’s western border along
Raritan Road. Doing this, he said,
would enhance the view of the prop-
erty for drivers traveling down Raritan
Road toward Terrill Road.

But Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola
recommended that the interior of the
Frazee property be cleaned up first
before any trees were removed along
Raritan Road, saying those trees serve
as a buffer between neighboring
homes and a property that is still in
some state of disrepair. Councilman
William Vastine agreed, saying the
inside of the property should be
cleaned up first before removing any
trees on its perimeter.

Mr. Calamaras said the restoration
of the house itself could take two to
three years, but that time frame is
dependent on how quickly money
was raised. Councilman Kevin Glover
asked whether an alternative plan for
the house and property – “not costing
one million dollars” – could be for-
mulated prior to the council’s next
meeting with the Frazee representa-
tives. But Mr. Calamaras said he did
not know what alternatives there
might be or what the costs would be.

In other business, the council will
consider a recommendation by the
police department to restrict parking
on Homestead Terrace during school
days and eliminate parking on Cedar

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) said even with the re-
cent debt ceiling agreement reached
earlier this month in Washington, debt
levels will continue to increase “but
for the first time we’re having a fun-
damental discussion about cutting
spending.”

“There is now a discussion in Wash-
ington about trying to lower spend-
ing over time. But obviously, since
we are increasing the debt ceiling,
the level of debt will rise,” he said
during an interview at The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Thursday.

He said President Barack Obama’s
proposed budget last fall “did not cut
spending at all.” In response, the Re-
publican Majority in the House of
Representatives passed an alterna-
tive budget in the spring, which was
defeated in the U.S. Senate by a tally
of 57-40.

The Congressman said the Presi-
dent should have submitted a written
plan on debt reduction. “It is incon-

ceivable to me that strong Demo-
cratic presidents like Franklin
Roosevelt or Lyndon Johnson would
not have put a plan on the table,” he
said. “I think we would have reached
a conclusion (on the debt ceiling)
more quickly if the President had put
forth his own plan.”

“The [compromise agreement
which Mr. Lance voted for] cut $900
billion that would have otherwise been
spent…without the enactment of this
legislation,” he said. “He (the Presi-
dent) doesn’t get any more (on the
debt ceiling) than the $900 billion
until the cuts are made by the (12-
member debt reduction) committee.”

If the panel fails to make the $1.5
trillion in cuts by January, Congress
would then have to approve a bal-
anced budget amendment by two-
thirds vote in both houses. If that
does not occur, there would be an
“automatic sequestration of funds,”
defined as the cancellation of budget
resources to enforce budget limits.

Mr. Lance said if this occurs, $1.2
trillion would come out of the budget

with half coming from non-military
discretionary spending and half from
“the Pentagon and related spending.”
He listed federal student loans, food
stamps, energy programs and home-
land security as types of discretion-
ary spending that could be cut through
sequestration. If cuts, a balanced bud-
get amendment or sequestration oc-
curs, the debt ceiling could increase
to $16 trillion early next year.

He said federal deficits have been
“unusually high” because of the high
unemployment, now at over 9 per-
cent nationally, on top of two large
stimulus spending bills by Congress.

The Congressman said the baseline
on federal spending, which is increas-
ing 8 percent per year, assumes that
the tax cuts signed by President
George W. Bush will expire at the end
of 2012.

“The baseline is based upon cur-
rent statutory law. It eliminates all of
those tax cuts for everybody,” he said.

Mr. Lance said he believes the fed-
eral spending should be discussed as
a percentage of Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP), defined as the market
value of all goods and services pro-
duced. He said historically, the U.S.
has spent 20 percent of GDP, but that
number over the past five years has
risen to 25 percent. “And that’s too
much,” Mr. Lance said.

“Not enough revenue is coming
into the coffer because of the 9-per-
cent unemployment,” he said. He said
the federal government would take in
$2.2 trillion in tax revenues this year
while spending $3.7 trillion.

If the unemployment were 6 per-
cent, the annual deficit would be “sig-
nificantly lower” by “a couple hun-
dred billion dollars,” the Congress-
man said.

The Congressman said the high
unemployment rate also has led to
one in seven families going on food
stamps. “When I saw the figure re-
cently I was disturbed and believe
that we have to concentrate on the
creation of jobs,” he said.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The $1.5-million re-
furbishment of the circa 1880s
Masker’s Barn in the Deserted Vil-
lage of Feltville in Berkeley Heights
is nearing completion, Dan Bernier,
director of park planning, told the
freeholders last Thursday.

The county received a $426,000
grant from the New Jersey Historic
Trust in 1995 to restore the barn, but
had not used the money as of 2009
when the freeholders voted to move
ahead with the project so as not to
lose the grant. A 1990 Trust grant of
$281,940 funded the stabilization of
10 of the remaining village buildings
and a second grant of $409,175 in
1992 paid for the rehabilitation of the
church/store as a visitor center.

The Masker’s Barn dates from 1885
and was originally used as a carriage
house for summer visitors, according
to the New Jersey Trust website. The
1995 grant has been used “to fund a
total rehabilitation of the interior and
exterior of this building, which will
continue to provide space for educa-
tional programs and public lectures”
for the public.

At last Thursday’s meeting, Free-
holder Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon
questioned why the barn was not com-
pleted by the original project timeline
–  the beginning of 2011. “I am a little
concerned about the fact that it is not
and I am wondering when it might be
finished,” she said.

Mr. Bernier said the county had
“substantial problems with permit
issues with the Township of Berkeley
Heights,” noting it took the county
nine months to be granted the numer-
ous permits it needed. He said the
township required the county’s con-
tractor, Newark-based Schtiller &
Plevy, to do additional work to en-
sure the structure would be saved
since it had to be jacked up in the air
during construction.

Freeholder Scanlon said the free-
holders have envisioned utilizing the
barn for a number of events includ-
ing a dance for disabled citizens and
a future board meeting. She ques-
tioned whether the site could handle
buses or a large volume of vehicles
and whether they would have room
to turn around.

Mr. Bernier said the county public
works division would be extending
the existing roadway along the barn
next month per plans drawn up by the
county’s landscape architect, Sean
Ryan.

The county is set to award a $16,700
contract to Paulus, Sokolowski and
Sartor, LLC, of Warren to conduct
archaeological monitoring services

in conjunction with the restoration
project. Deputy Director of Parks and
Community Renewal Ron Zuber told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that the county is changing firms be-
cause Cultural Resource Consulting
Group (CRCG), the original contrac-
tor, went out of business.

He said Matt Tomaso, who has
been the archaeological consultant
on the project, has since changed
employment from CRCG to Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor. Mr. Zuber
said the Historical Trust and the New

Jersey Historic Preservation Office
require that an archaeological con-
sultant be on site in case anything of
historic nature is discovered.

In other business, a resolution to
rent a chiller from Carrier Rental
Systems, Inc. of Totowa at $75,000
for the year at the Warinanco Ice
Skating Center was considered by
the board. When asked by Freeholder
Chris Hudak on the cost compared to
other years, Mr. Zuber said the county
paid $71,200 in 2009 and 2010 and
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