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One Senior Living Campus, Many Choices!
Your next move will be a pleasure when considering the many options 

available on our beautiful campus. Come see our newly updated 

residences and community center. You will also find many amenities 

along with an on-site healthcare center. This is the lifestyle you deserve. 

(908) 580-3840
8000 Fellowship Road  Basking Ridge, NJ 

www.fellowshipvillage.org

A Non-profit Continuing Care Retirement Community

SUMMIT MEDICAL GROUP
WELCOMES... 

Diana M. Addis, M.D., Breast Surgery

Diana M. Addis, M.D., board-certified breast surgeon, has joined the medical
team in Summit Medical Group’s Breast Care Center. Before joining Summit
Medical Group, she was Director of the Elmhurst Hospital Breast Service in
Elmhurst, NY. Dr. Addis joins colleagues Winnie M. Polen, D.O., John D.
Cunningham, M.D., and Jerrold F. Lozner, M.D., MHA, FACS, in the Breast Care
Center at the Group’s 1 Diamond Hill Road location.

Bayonne • Millburn • Morristown • Short Hills • Summit • Warren • Westfield

For a convenient appointment 
with Dr. Addis
at the Breast Care Center
please call: 908-277-8770

Berkeley Heights
summitmedicalgroup.com twitter.com/SMGNJ

Join
us on:

FORE...Dr. Barry Benisch is chosen as honorary chairman for the RWJ Rahway
Foundation Golf Charity to be held on Monday, September 19, at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield. Committee members, pictured left to right, are:
Board Chairman Brian Leddy, President Kirk Tice, Golf Co-Chairman Kevin
Headd, Dr. Benisch and Foundation President Marlene Lubinger. For informa-
tion on the golf event, call (732) 499-6135.

Courtesy of Joanne Lukowiak
NATURE...Spotted on Sandra Circle in Westfield on August 12, this unusual-
looking animal perplexed homeowners. Justin Fernandez, 14, scoured the Internet
and determined this to be a hairless fox, a rare breed. The lack of fur requires the
fox to eat constantly in order to sustain itself.

Ms. Enculescu began shouting from
the audience demanding that the
mayor read the report’s conclusion,
and then began reading it aloud her-
self. At that time, the mayor began
banging his gavel and called for an
adjournment of the meeting, which
was approved by the council and sev-
eral members left the dais. After Mrs.
Carluccio and Ms. Enculescu left the
council chambers, the meeting was
called back to order.

Mayor Skibistky said that there is
“a lot of emotion involved in this
crosswalk” but that it is in the right
location.

In other business, the council heard
a presentation from Ralph Rapuana,
Jr. regarding the placement of two
clocks in the downtown area — one
in the center of town and another at
the South Avenue train station. The
council was in agreement that the
clocks were a good idea and requested
a formal proposal.

The mayor and council also made
several appointments and committee
changes following the departure of
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Westfield Council Meeting

a percentage of Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP), defined as the market value
of all goods and services produced.
He said historically, the U.S. has spent
20 percent of the GDP, but that num-
ber over the past five years has risen to
25 percent. “And that’s too much,” Mr.
Lance said.

“Not enough revenue is coming into
the coffer because of the 9 percent
unemployment,” he said. He said the
federal government would take in
$2.2 trillion in tax revenues this
year while spending $3.7 trillion.

If the unemployment were 6 per-
cent, the annual deficit would be
“significantly lower” by “a couple
hundred billion dollars,” the Con-
gressman said.

The Congressman said the high
unemployment rate has also led to
one in seven families going on food
stamps. “When I saw the figure
recently I was disturbed and be-
lieve that we have to concentrate on
the creation of jobs,” he said.

He pointed to his job plan, which
includes reforming the nation’s tax
policies by reducing taxes on capi-
tal gains and dividends and passing
trade agreements with South Korea
and Panama.

The Congressman said employ-
ers have not been hiring because of
the “lack of certainty” of federal
regulations, such as the new health
law currently being implemented.

“For large companies we have to
re-patriot profits from abroad so
that American jobs can be created,”
the Congressman said.
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Rep. Lance Interview
He said the United States Su-

preme Court is likely to take up the
case of the constitutionality of the
national health insurance law in the
fall. Over 28 states have filed suits
challenging the legality of the law.
The Congressman said he expects a
decision by June of 2012.

“I wanted it done before either
party nominates a candidate for
President,” he said. “The question
is whether or not the Congress can
require the American people to pur-
chase a private product.”

The Congressman instead favors
“meaningful medical malpractice
liability reform,” purchasing insur-
ance across state lines, and allow-
ing small businesses to create risk
pools to lower their premiums.

“This will be one of the most
important decisions the Supreme
Court of the United States ever
makes,” the Congressman said, not-
ing that the case boils down to
whether the law violates the com-
merce clause of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

On energy policy, Mr. Lance said
he has not taken a position on
fracking, a process whereby natu-
ral gas is abstracted from stone,
such as is occurring in Pennsylva-
nia, saying he was not “familiar
enough with that” to form an opinion.

“We have to be less dependent on
foreign energy and more dependent
on sources of energy from this coun-
try,” he said. He supports expanding
U.S. off-shore drilling in the Gulf of
Mexico.

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca for the
Superior Court and the appointment
of Mark LoGrippo to fill the Third
Ward seat. Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan was appointed as Acting
Mayor and Councilman James Foerst
was appointed as Alternate Acting
Mayor. Councilman Sam Della Fera
will now chair the Finance Policy
Committee with Councilman
LoGrippo as Vice Chair. Councilman
LoGrippo was also appointed as a
member of the Public Safety Com-
mittee. Councilman Della Fera was
appointed as the Liaison to the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, Coun-
cilwoman Neylan will now serve as
the liaison to the board of education
and Bob Centrella will now serve as
the mayor’s designee to the planning
board.

The mayor and council also ap-
pointed William Taylor to the Archi-
tectural Review Board and Andrew
Wasserman to the Board of Adjust-
ment.

The council will meet again on
Tuesday, September 6.
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Union County Freeholders
works division would be extending
the existing roadway along the barn
next month per plans drawn up by the
county’s landscape architect, Sean
Ryan.

The county is set to award a $16,700
contract to Paulus, Sokolowski and
Sartor, LLC, of Warren to conduct
archaeological monitoring services
in conjunction with the restoration
project. Deputy Director of Parks and
Community Renewal Ron Zuber told
The Westfield Leader that the county
is changing firms because Cultural
Resource Consulting Group (CRCG),
the original contractor, went out of
business.

He said Matt Tomaso, who has
been the archaeological consultant
on the project, has since changed
employment from CRCG to Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor. Mr. Zuber
said the Historical Trust and the New
Jersey Historic Preservation Office

required that an archaeological con-
sultant be on site in case anything of
historic nature is discovered.

In other business, a resolution to
rent a chiller from Carrier Rental
Systems, Inc. of Totowa at $75,000
for the year at the Warinanco Ice
Skating Center was considered by
the board. When asked by Freeholder
Chris Hudak on the cost compared to
other years, Mr. Zuber said the county
paid $71,200 in 2009 and 2010 and
$90,000 in 2008. He said this will be
the eighth year the county has rented
the equipment. He said as of 18
months ago, ice chillers cost $500,000
to purchase.

Mr. Zuber said the findings of a
feasibility study on construction of a
new ice skating facility at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark will be presented at the
freeholders’ Thursday, September 8,
meeting. The county hired Rink Man-
agement Corp. of Mechanicsville, Va.,
in February at a cost of $17,800 to
perform the study.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
he will have two resolutions to be
placed on the Thursday, August 25,
agenda for inter-local service agree-
ments for controlled traffic monitor-
ing systems, i.e. red light cameras,
for Rahway and Linden. The county
approved one for Roselle Park at the
July 28 meeting.

Under the agreements, the county
agrees to pay half of the maintenance
and installation costs in return for
half of the revenue generated by the
cameras, which will take pictures of
violations by motorists, such as run-
ning red lights.

Mr. Barry explained last month
that of the $85 tickets, $55 would be
split between the municipality and
the county. The other $30 is for court
and state fees.

On another matter, County Engi-
neer Thomas Mineo explained that
the placement of a lighted pedes-
trian-only crosswalk at mid-block at
Central Avenue near Cambridge Av-
enue in Westfield could still be miti-
gated, as the county “hasn’t closed
the project out yet.” Cambridge was
made into a cul-de-sac by Westfield
so when school children cross the
street “there are no cars coming out
of the side street.” Mr. Mineo said
25,000 vehicles use Central Avenue
daily.

A resident has sought to have the
signal removed as it is in front of her
house. She has been regularly attend-
ing Westfield Town Council meet-
ings.

Mr. Mineo said all traffic signals
are owned and operated by the mu-
nicipalities. Generally, he said the
county’s responsibility is to, when
requested by the town, install the
signal in the town on a county road, to
pay for the signal and the engineering
to put it in and then the town takes
over ownership and operation of the
signal.

“As long as it [the signal] com-
plies, we generally recommend to the
freeholders that we take on the project
and that’s what we did [in Westfield],”
Mr. Mineo said.

The board also is set to vote on a
new two-year $932,055 contract with
Aramark Correctional Services, LLC,
to provide food services at the
county’s juvenile detention center in
Linden.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said the new contract, with
Aramark, the current vendor, would
be $1.18 per meal less than the exist-
ing contract resulting in a $272,000
savings to the county per year. He
said the contract has a one-year op-
tion by the county to renew for a third
year. The contract would run from
September 1, 2011 to August 31,
2013.
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Garwood Teachers Contract at
Impasse, Some Programs Revised
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A group of mothers
spoke before the board of education
Tuesday night about the cancellation
of the pre-kindergarten disabled class.
Due to the privacy of the students, the
parents’ names are omitted. One par-
ent, with tears in her eyes, said her
child “still needs this class.”

“I feel like we have been left out…I
need to know where she is going to
be…Is she still going to receive the
same amount of care?”

“I can only tell you that certain
things just came to my attention…I
was unaware until just recently that
this happened,” Superintendent of
Schools Teresa Quigley responded.

“Some of them may not be here
next year because of this,” she said.

She said the director of special
services, Karen McCarrick, has been
away and she has not been able to
reach her to discuss the matter. “Ac-
cording to the supervisor of special
services, she said the needs of the
students have changed,” Superinten-
dent Quigley said.

Later, when resident Bruce Pater-
son asked Ms. Quigley about the
issue, she said that the child study
team and the supervisor of the child
study team “deemed that” the needs
of the students had changed.

“They are still receiving the ser-
vices, but in a different way,” she
said. The students will move from a
self-contained classroom to an inclu-
sion class, where special-education
students and general education stu-
dents are integrated. Ms. Quigley said
the class would have two aides.

“The problem is a lack of commu-
nication,” Superintendent Quigley
said. Two other mothers said they
were upset about how they received
notice in what they characterized as
an inadequate timeframe, and said
they received “inappropriate” replies
to e-mail messages.

Ms. Quigley said there are approxi-
mately five pre-school disabled chil-
dren scheduled for the class.

The superintendent said the first
year of the district merging schools
has gone smoothly, in response to
Mr. Paterson’s question. “The only
problem was the drop-off points,”
which has seen traffic, Superinten-
dent Quigley said.

Also, the board attorney, John
Geppert, said the teachers’ union con-
tract negotiations are at an impasse
and that a mediator will be assigned
to attend further negotiations. The
contract expired June 30, 2011.

The district will receive $82,000 in
state aid, finance committee chair-
woman Sue Groning said. Superin-
tendent Quigley said the board had a
four-day turnaround time to reach a
decision to return that money to tax-
payers. She said it was not enough
time for the board to decide, so how
the money will be utilized is undeter-
mined.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Superintendent Quigley announced
four eighth graders who received
straight A’s in the sixth, seventh and
eighth grades. The honorees included
Alyssa Beyer, who was in attendance
and received a certificate for her

achievement, Catarina Hermanova,
Dayna Gallucci and Meagan Beriont.

The board read a resolution of ap-
preciation for the service of former
board member Karen Rosin, who
served from 1999 to 2002 and 2008
to 2011.

The board additionally acknowl-
edged student Ryan Bjellquist-Led-
ger for his concept and design of the
memorial bench, situated in front of
the Lincoln School’s sign, to honor
Kyren Reed, a crossing guard who
passed away last year.

Board member Russell Graham
said that the closed Washington
School incurred $39,000 in water
damage due to a faucet being left on.
He said it was undetermined if it was
vandalism or an accident.

A new truck was approved on a
five-year lease to buy contract with
terms of $7,000 per year of the con-
tract. It will have a better plow, it will
be childproof and it will qualify as a
school vehicle, Mr. Graham said.

Board member Barbara Greet said
the state-mandated Harassment, In-
timidation and Bullying policy will
“require a lot of training.”

“You can thank Governor Christie
for that,” board member Lisa Koenig
said.

“I don’t think that that’s funny,”
Superintendent Quigley said to Ms.
Koenig during the superintendent’s
report. “You lead by example.”

“It’s retraining and it’s retraining
parents – because is it a bullying
incident or is it a problem,” she said.

This year, Governor Chris Christie
enacted a new anti-bullying law that
requires training for teachers, admin-
istrators and board members and an
appointment of staff members to run
the anti-bullying effort, among other
requirements. The board passed the
appointment of Principal Mary
Emmons as bullying coordinator and
first-grade teacher Dana Parkhill as
bullying specialist. The positions are
unpaid.

After the superintendent’s report,
Ms. Koenig suggested that bullies
should be forced to write 1,000 times
on the chalkboard that they would
not bully anymore. “It would be
cheaper, too,” she said.

“It’s not going to happen,” Ms.
Quigley responded.

The board also approved the ap-
pointment of an additional part-time
special-education teacher. Ms.
Quigley told The Westfield Leader it
was due to an influx of special-edu-
cation students.

Also, Ms. Quigley noted that stu-
dents in kindergarten through fourth
grade would have Smart Boards.

During the comment portion of the
meeting, resident John Conlin in-
quired about class size. Ms. Quigley
said one seventh-grade class has 31
students, which she agreed is too
high, but that budgetary restrictions
have pushed the district to this point.

At the end of the meeting, the board
went into executive session to dis-
cuss the Washington School contract
and personnel items on the agenda.
Board President Adele Lewis told
The Leader that the board is in talks
with the Westfield Area “Y” about its
interest in utilizing the building.


