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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Cowboys and Aliens”
Way Out West

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Ever since we were little, my best
friend Bob has loved films where
worlds collided…especially those
sword and sandal epics intermeshed
with dinosaurs and a healthy pepper-
ing of mythical monsters. So I figure
I’ll call and tell him that he’ll prob-
ably like director Jon Favreau’s simi-
larly anachronistic “Cowboys and
Aliens.”

Of course I’ll preface that it’s no
great shakes...that I’m only giving it
a 2 and ½. All the same, there’s plenty
of action thanks to a story full of good
ideas, albeit never written to its best
advantage by no less than eight
scribes. More importantly, however,
there is that hypothetical synergism
and those fanciful battle match-ups
that come of mixing eras.

Yet, for all the talk of incongruity,
the movie calls attention to a conceit
we humans generally harbor when it
comes to alien visitation. With rela-
tively few exceptions, the extrater-
restrials always seem to come during
our time. It’s as if they specifically
chose us to engage, invade, displace,
enslave or even perhaps eat. Here the
notion is dispelled.

It’s 1875 this go-round, somewhere
in New Mexico cattle and mining
country. And, in the best horse opera
tradition, a stranger has moseyed his
way into town. Naturally, it isn’t long
before we learn that he’s a rather bad
hombre. Quite unnaturally, he has an
unexplained, heap powerful weapon-
bracelet of some sort around his wrist.

Less surprising, this mysterious
outsider played by Daniel Craig ei-
ther has no name or simply ain’t
tellin’ what it is. Oddly, though, Ella
(Olivia Wilde), a gun toting gal who
hangs around the local saloon, recog-
nizes him. Can’t say that he can re-
turn the courtesy. Before long, Mr.
Craig’s character can’t help but upset
the status quo.

Aside from the gaggle of misjudg-
ing saddle tramps our tough guy
quickly dispatches, most dismayed
by his presence are rancher Woodrow
Dolarhyde (Harrison Ford), who takes
umbrage with his chutzpah, and sher-
iff Taggart. The lawman, played by
Keith Carradine, reckons the loner is
Jake Lonergan, legendary gang leader
and desperado.

This anxious discord foments into
what appears will become a show-
down among the three principals. But
then a power of the fourth kind pre-
sents itself. When the “flying ma-
chines” begin their assault, we, like
the townsfolk, are thinking, ‘What in
tarnation!?’ The war of the worlds,
circa 1870s, begins. Like politics, it
makes for strange bedfellows.

The storyline that then follows
probably read better than it plays.

Things move slower than is comfort-
able, and the bevy of antagonisms
that may or may not be resolved
doesn’t integrate in a manner neces-
sary to command our full attention.
Also disappointing, in the same way
that the Spielberg-produced “Super
8” (2011) was, are the invading aliens.

Enough already with these gloppy,
pterodactyl-like creatures with bad
teeth and bloodshot eyes. Recalling
some unkempt H.S. math teachers I
had, they lack originality. Granted,
they lend themselves in design to the
plastic figurines dished out with the
junk food marketed to our kids. But
hey, how about some variety in our
monsters?

In any case, this brings us to the
point in the review where the critic
must make a value judgment: Re-
spect the material by divulging little
more of the plot, or just shamelessly
give it all away. Well, this one perches
right on the border, its status aug-
mented by some amusing character-
izations and a bold attempt to inte-
grate the traditionally immiscible.

Mr. Craig is decently effective as
the enigmatic antihero whose iden-
tity and value will most likely be
decided by how things play out with
the varmints from outer space. And
Harrison Ford, not quite ready to
relinquish his leading man domi-
nance, finds here a way to respect-
ably reconcile that need with the char-
acter role he has accepted.

His cattle baron’s relationship with
a no-goodnik son (Paul Dano) is but
one of the human conflicts to be
tested in the crucible created by the
interlopers. Also of key dramatic note
is Miss Wilde’s Ella Swenson, pur-
portedly a prostitute, who offers some
strategic advice.

Her eyes projecting an otherworldly
aura (if you get my drift, pardner),
she apprises, “You’re like insects to
them,” thus suggesting that they’ll
underestimate the cowboys who, by
this time, have enlisted the help of the
local Apaches. Among lesser sidebars,
an eastern dude (Sam Rockwell) sup-
plies comedy relief as he tries to
prove his manly worth.

Yes siree! I’ve got to call Bob and
tell him to see this film, especially
since he routinely assures that the
print version of my criticisms are
used only to line the bottom of a
fictional birdcage. As long as you’re
not expecting something truly out of
this world, the audaciously uncon-
ventional “Cowboys and Aliens” can
be rootin’- tootin’ fun.

…
“Cowboys and Aliens,” rated PG-

13, is a Universal Pictures release
directed by Jon Favreau and stars
Daniel Craig, Harrison Ford and
Olivia Wilde. Running time: 118
minutes

Choral Art Society Celebrates
Golden Anniversary

WESTFIELD - The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey is celebrating
its 50th year as an organization dedi-
cated to learning and singing great
choral music.

During this Golden Anniversary
year it will be performing Felix
Mendelssohn’s Oratorio, Paulus (St.
Paul), Op. 36. This is a magnificent
composition, which was first per-
formed in Dusseldorf, Germany, on
May 22, 1836. the society will be
performing it on Saturday, January
21, 2012, at 8 p.m. at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

Those interested in joining us in
performing this wonderful master-
piece are invited to come to the first
rehearsal on Tuesday, September 6,
at 7:30 p.m. for registration and to
purchase music.

Rehearsals are held weekly on
Tuesdays from 8 to 10 p.m., Septem-
ber through May, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at the
corner of Mountain Avenue and East

Broad Street. Rehearsals are held in
the church’s choir room. The entrance
is on Mountain Avenue. For further
information, please visit our web site
at www.casofnj.org or call (908) 654-
5737.

With members from Union,
Somerset, Bergen, Hudson and
Middlesex counties, The Choral Art
Society is a non-profit community
chorus dedicated to the study and
performance of great choral works.
It originated in September, 1962, as
The Suburban Symphony Chorus
under the direction of Peter Sozio.

In September, 1963, Evelyn
Bleeke became the director and in
1964 the chorus formed an indepen-
dent organization under its present
name. Mrs. Bleeke served the orga-
nization as director for 32 seasons,
followed by Thomas Booth and
Kathleen Healy-Wedsworth, for two
seasons each. James S. Little is start-
ing his twelfth season as musical
director.

Dance Team Earns Top Awards
Moderne Academie of Fine Arts Dance Team

SCOTCH PLAINS - Students
from the Moderne Academie of Fine
Arts in Scotch Plains earned gold
and platinum awards for their per-
formances at the Showstoppers Na-
tional Dance Competition in Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina.

The students trained all year, plac-
ing in regional competitions in order
to earn their spot at the national
level. The team competed in ballet,

lyrical, jazz, and contemporary cat-
egories.

The Moderne Academie Of Fine
Arts is located at 1820 East Second
Street in Scotch Plains. The compe-
tition team is open to students ages
14 and up.

For information about the fall
classes that start the week of Sep-
tember 12 call (908) 322-4249 or
visit www.moderneacademie.com.

Union County Teen Arts
Exhibit at NJ Blood Center
SCOTCH PLAINS– The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers is pleased to announce that the
2011 Teen Arts Traveling Exhibit is
on display at the New Jersey Blood
Center, located at 2279 South Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. The art work is
on display through September 2 dur-
ing regular office hours.

The exhibit consists of 53 pieces of
art selected from more than 700 vi-
sual art works shown at the 2011
Union County Teen Arts Festival held

in March at Union County College in
Cranford. The annual event is admin-
istered by the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in the Union County
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal.

For information about the Teen Arts
program, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth
07202; telephone (908) 558-2550.
NJ Relay service users should call
711 or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Classes and Performance
Opportunities at Pineda

CRANFORD - The Pineda Con-
servatory announces open registra-
tion for private voice lessons, and
musical theatre classes. Auditions are
also being held for the intensive high
school musical theatre class and
Pineda Lyric Opera Young Artist
Opera.

The voice studio of the Pineda
Conservatory, with a NATS (National
Association of Teachers of Singing)
certified staff announces limited spots
available for the fall semester and
August registration is encouraged.
For students at Pineda Conservatory,
emphasis is placed on developing
proper vocal technique in order to
provide a healthy, well-produced
sound regardless of the musical style
or performance medium. Emphasis
is also placed on improving perfor-
mance practices and building poise
and self-confidence. Students are
encouraged to audition and partici-
pate in appropriate performance op-
portunities in the community. Many
students go on to attend the nation’s
leading conservatories and theatre
programs.

This year, the Pineda Conserva-
tory also offers group voice lessons
for young beginners in grades 2-6.
This is a great introductory class for

the first timer wondering whether to
pursue private lessons. This class is
offered on Wednesday’s at 3:45 p.m.

Musical Theatre classes are also
offered for beginners on Wednesday
at 4:45 p.m. and Saturday’s at 9 a.m.
For intermediate students in 7th and
8th grade classes are offered on
Saturday’s at 10:30 a.m.

Auditions for high schoolers are
also being held for a performance
troupe class held on Thursday’s at
7:30. This class performs several
times during the fall and winter se-
mester. Students should prepare a
one-minute monologue and 2 musi-
cal theatre selection (16 bars). For an
audition appointment please email:
pinedaconservatory@comcast.net

The Pineda Lyric Opera Young
Artist also announce September 16
auditions for a Dec. 3rd and 4 pro-
duction of Pirates of Penzance. All
roles open. Students wishing to audi-
tion should e-mail:
pinedalyric@comcast.net

Most classes are held at the
Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre in
Cranford. Private voice lessons and
some classes are held in Scotch Plains.
For more info please visit our website
www.pinedaconservatory.com or call
(908) 731-1377.

Autism Family Times
Concludes Riding Program
FANWOOD - Autism Family

Times with Brianna recently con-
cluded a successful summer family
horseback and pony riding program
at the Lord Stirling Stables. This
program would not have been pos-
sible without the following caring,
compassionate individuals that
dedicated their Sunday afternoons
in challenging weather conditions
bringing enjoyment to our families
with special needs children.

Our organization would like to
sincerely thank Westfield resident
Program Director Holly
Monteverde, and husband Matt,
Volunteer Coordinator Danielle
Giordanella and our wonderful Peer

Mentors all of Union County: Alex
Kapadia, Joe DelPrete, Magan
Mauro, Kayla Giordanella, Amanda
Rein, Alyssa Provenzano, Emily and
Rachel Holtzman, Sara Stanton,
Gillian Clark, Lauren McCue,
Chloe Rothenberg, Tovah
Segelman, Kelly Green, Janet
Green, Terry Heide, Katelyn Kelly,
Julia Ceasrine, Rohit Saigal, Jess
Winthrow, Kelsey Stottlemyer,
Disha Rao, Morgan Martinson, Earl
Velarde, Clara Min, and Debi Atzbi
and Emily Boruch.

The program resumes on Sep-
tember 4, with select fall dates. Visit
www.autismfamilytimes.org for
more information.

RIDE ON...Autism Family Times with Brianna recently concluded a successful
summer family horseback and pony riding program at the Lord Stirling Stables,
bringing enjoyment to families with special needs children. Pictured, Westfield
resident and Program Director Holly Monteverde and her husband, Matt, who
helped to make the program a success.

August 5 Marked the End
Of Solar Summer

AREA – AccuWeather.com re-
ports for those ready for a shift to
cooler temperatures, fall foliage
and those breezy fall afternoons,
there is some good news on the
horizon. August 5 marked the end
of solar summer in the Northern
Hemisphere. This means that it is
the end of the quarter of the year
with the greatest amount of sun-
light.

Solar summer centers on June
21, which is the summer solstice
for the Northern Hemisphere. Even
with the end of solar summer,
Mother Nature doesn’t seem to
want to give up on the extreme heat
of meteorological summer. Meteo-
rological summer typically lasts
through early September and is the
warmest quarter of the year. Resi-
dents of the Southern Plains will
continue to experience the wrath

of summer as the extreme heat and
drought is forecast to continue into
September.

If you want to escape the heat,
head for the northern part of the
nation. AccuWeather.com meteo-
rologists believe that in this re-
gion, extreme heat may be over for
this summer. Even though the end
of meteorological summer is not
all that far away, there are still
plenty of days left for summer
vacations, outdoor activities, and
pleasant weather.

Ocean temperatures are typi-
cally at their warmest in the first
part of September. If all of this
winter and lack of sunlight talk
has you down, don’t worry just
yet. Solar winter, or the quarter of
the year with the least amount of
sunlight, doesn’t begin until around
November 5.

Save the Date
The Paul Jackson
5K — October 9

WESTFIELD - The Paul Jack-
son Fund in celebrating its 2nd
annual 5K/2 mile wheelchair
friendly walk/kids fun run. Fea-
turing a USATF certified course,
post race snacks, kids activities,
DJ, and prizes. Fun for the whole
family.

For registration and details of
the event visit us at
www.pauljacksonfund.org.

The Paul Jackson Fund, lo-
cated in Westfield, is a charity of
last resort for those finding them-
selves in financial crisis due to
long-term illness or disability.

UC Program Gives Teens
Valuable Work Experience

UNION COUNTY – Each year,
the Union County Department of
Human Services places dozens of
teenagers in summer jobs through
the Youth Employment and Train-
ing Program. The program com-
bines a summer work experience
with year-round career and life skills
training. This summer, 143 youths
have enrolled.

“The young people in this pro-
gram are going the extra mile to
enter the workforce with good skills,
references, and an employment his-
tory,” said Union County Freeholder
Chairman Deborah Scanlon. “This
is a key program that helps young
adults grow into responsible mem-
bers of our communities.”

Almost all of the participants are
entering their junior or senior year
of high school. The program also
accommodates teenagers that are
recent high school graduates, drop-
outs, and college students pursuing
a degree. Participants must meet
income eligibility criteria estab-
lished under the Workforce Invest-
ment Act of 1998.

Each participant earns $7.25-per-
hour for their summer job. During
the school year they take part in a
program called Career Exposure Ac-
tivities, which focuses on occupa-
tional skills, leadership, study skills,
mentoring, and financial literacy.

This year’s Youth Employment
and Training Program service pro-
viders are the Clark Board of Edu-
cation, the Plainfield Board of Edu-
cation, Rahway Community Action
Organization, Inc., and the Urban
League of Union County, Inc. The
service providers have worksite
agreements with various Union

County community organizations.
The youths are employed in fields
such as clerical support, landscap-
ers, childcare assistants, and junior
counselors. Clark is a unique com-
ponent of the program, which serves
youths with special needs.

The Youth Employment and
Training Program is funded under
the federal Workforce Investment
Act.

Parents interested learning more
about the Youth Employment and
Training Program can call Jeffrey
Jackson, Youth Coordinator, Union
County Department of Human Ser-
vices at (908) 527-4864, or visit the
County’s One Stop Career Center
located at 921 Elizabeth Avenue,
4th Floor, Elizabeth, NJ.

Has Reality Television
Worn Out Its Welcome?

Blast from the Past
The following article is reprinted from the

 August 16, 2001 edition of The Westfield Leader and The Times

By IAN FEDERGREEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Reality television
is hotter than the Australian Outback,
while the wholesome television good-
ness of yesteryear sinks faster than
the acting career of “Survivor 2” alum
Jerri Manthey.

Are we expanding the boundaries
of television, or crossing the bounds
of good taste? How far is too far? Is it
eating rats on “Survivor,” being cov-
ered in rats on “Fear Factor,” or hav-
ing an affair with a rat on “Tempta-
tion Island?”

When will America raise its col-
lective voice and shout out from the
mountain tops, “Reality TV, you are
the weakest link, good-bye!” Appar-
ently, no time soon.

“Survivor,” which kicked off the
latest reality trend, averaged 29.1
million weekly viewers for its second
installment.

“It’s not trashy like the other ones
are,” said Andrew Osbourn, who will
attend Richard Stockton College in
the fall. “They’re out there compet-
ing against each other, but also as a
team, so it has more depth.”

E. Knudsen, a retired office man-
ager, said, “It was amazing how they
(the ‘Survivor’ castaways) endured
everything — where they got the
energy to do it with the little food
they had.”

Though “Fear Factor” averages 15
million weekly viewers, reactions on
the street were mixed. The show has
contestants participate in bizarre and
frightening stunts, such as being
dragged by horses or eating sheep
eyes, for cold hard cash.

“It’s something different to see. I
think it’s pretty interesting to watch
people go through things I would be
afraid of, and make it through them,”
said Gene Jonnotti, a computer man-
ager.

Recent high school graduate Joe
Kohut countered, “Eating sheep eyes
isn’t a fear- it’s just disgusting.”

Odd as the show may be, Mr.
Jonnotti maintained that conventional
television shows, like sitcoms, are
“just phony baloney things,” and
“Fear Factor” is “more interesting.”

Tino Foley, who works at Foot-
locker, said, “I just think it’s an insult
to the mentality of this country. It’s
not something that needs to be aired.”

“Temptation Island,” so named
because couples are separated and
surrounded by alluring hunks/babes
to see who remains faithful, was
summed up by Mallory McMahon,
who will be attending Brooklyn Col-
lege.

“It was trashy. I loved it,” she said.
“It was also on Wednesday. By

Wednesday, all I needed was a good
dose of trashy nonsense.”

Of course this genre has a few
detractors. Some people were quick
to point out that reality television is
neither realistic, nor particularly good
television.

“Reality is enough for me, without
having to watch fake reality on TV,”
said Donna, who works in sales. “It’s
all contrived. There’s nothing real
about it.”

Jim Tressitt, a retired production
manager, said, “I don’t want to see a
bunch of fools messing around on
television. Half the time it’s acting —
they know they’re on TV. People get
wrapped up in it, and it’s ridiculous.”

Ridiculous, maybe. But networks
are banking on the popularity of real-
ity television as this season will wit-
ness the birth of CBS’s “The Amaz-
ing Race,” NBC’s “Lost,” and Fox’s
“Love Cruise,” among others.

But student Andrew Osborn cau-
tioned, “The new ones don’t seem
that real, and are not based as much in
reality as the other ones. They’re more
far-fetched every time a new one
comes out.”

So here is the word on the street:
Reality television is still hugely popu-
lar. It tends to score huge ratings
regardless of taste, substance, or even
realism. Those who find the genre
offensive are in the minority, but net-
works may be pushing people away
as premises become increasingly lu-
rid.

It should be noted that the reality
programs with the strongest appeal
were the ones — surprise, surprise —
most closely grounded in reality.

Westfield Sweet
Sounds Downtown

Jazz Festival
Tuesdays 7 – 9 p.m.

August 16
Pam Purvis and the Blue

Skies Band –
Central Avenue

Stringbean and the Stalkers –
E. Broad Street & North Ave.
Patty Cronheim Ensemble –

Elm Street
Radam Schwartz –

North Avenue


