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Park Beverage Men Package
Stage House in Game 1, 22-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Neighborhood Painters Oust
Sofa Kings in Playoffs, 19-10

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

runs scored) sparked a six-run out-
burst with back-to-back singles in the
second inning. The Sofa Kings an-
swered with a run in the bottom of the
inning when Brad Belford (2-for-3,
RBI) walked and later scored on
Finkelstein’s single to leftfield.

But the Sofa Kings were quite
groggy defensively and committed
numerous errors throughout the game,
especially in the third inning when
the Painters saturated the neighbor-
hood with eight runs on six hits to
seize a 15-1 lead.

Concerned that his team may have
been considering Sunday to be a day
of rest, Sofa King Billy Mariani
warned his teammates. “Guys! Bot-
tom of the third! Pick your heads up
and get into the game,” he said.

Rodriguez and Brad Belford poked
RBI singles, making the score 15-3.
Then after holding the Painters score-
less in the fourth, the Sofa Kings
sprung into action with five runs on
six hits in their half of the inning,
highlighted by Schiller’s two-run
triple, Ed Belford’s RBI sacrifice fly
and RBI singles from Dave Belford
and Everitt.

With hopes that the Sofa Kings
have finally awakened, Ed Belford

predicted, “What we got to do is give
them nothing for the rest of the game.
If we don’t give them another run, we
will win the game.”

In the fifth, Jay Hoynowski, who
walked, scored the whole way from
first when Pete Covelli’s (2 singles,
RBI) grounder to second was muffed.
After Tom Carannone and Steve
Peterpaul singled to load the bases,
Covelli scored when the Sofa Kings
turned a 4 (Ed Belford)-6 (Rodriguez)-
3 (Everitt) double play. The Painters
added another run in the sixth on
Petrone’s RBI double to extend their
lead to 18-8. In the meantime, the Sofa
Kings’ offense went into slumber mode
during those two innings.

The Painters went dry offensively
in the seventh and eighth innings, but
in the seventh, the Sofa Kings man-
aged to plate two more runs thanks to
Everitt’s RBI single and Jon Bruno’s
RBI sac fly. The Painters scored the
final run in the ninth when Gordon
singled and scored on Jay
Hoynowski’s RBI double to center.
Neighborhood 168 021 001 19
Sofa Kings 012 500 200 10

Straniero’s prediction definitely
came true, at least in Game 1, as the
Beverage men poured it on early and
kept it flowing with a 22-3 victory.

Park Beverage pitcher Pete Samila
managed to scatter 12 hits over nine
innings, while walking none. He also
led the Beverage men’s 28-hit bom-
bardment with a pair of three-run
home runs and an RBI single for
seven RBI, while scoring four times.
His brother Dan (4-for-5, 2 RBI, 3
runs scored) added a solo blast. Gus
Alvarez (RBI) rapped four singles
and scored once. Brady Lau (2
doubles, RBI) and Damon Roth each
had three hits and scored four times.
Kevin Spellman (4 RBI, run scored)
tripled, doubled and singled.

Veteran Neil Kauffman led the
Stage House with three singles. Walsh
(double, RBI), Mark Ciecura (double,
run scored) and Tony Wargo had two
hits each. Todd Simo launched a co-
lossal two-run homer that skimmed
the top of a tree in centerfield.

The Beverage men delivered the
goods right away with five runs on six
hits in the top of the first inning, which
included RBI doubles from Spellman
and Marty Marks. In the bottom of the
inning, Scotty Savarese ripped a lead-
off double and Simo blasted his homer
to make the score, 5-2.

The Beverage men added a ship-
ment of four runs on four hits in the

second, which included back-to-back
homers from the brothers Samila.
From that point, the Stage House’s
offensive wheels would not turn for
five more innings. In the meantime,
the Beverage men blended five hits, a
walk and a few Stage House errors to
add four runs in the fourth, then in the
fifth, Lau doubled and scored on Pete
Samila’s single to left to stretch the
lead to 14-2.

Stage House centerfielder Savarese
managed to keep the Beverage men
scoreless in the sixth with an abso-
lutely outstanding catch, going air-
borne and parallel to the ground to
snare Jeff Bendix’s (single, double)
low liner.

Park Beverage took advantage of
three straight walks and added Kevin
Woodring’s (2 hits, 2 RBI, 2 runs
scored) RBI sacrifice fly and
Spellman’s two-run triple to take a
17-2 lead in the seventh. Finally, the
Stage House squeaked out of its si-
lence when Ciecura doubled and
scored on Walsh’s RBI single.

Park Beverage added another four-
run charge in the eighth, highlighted
by Pete Samila’s second three-run
homer. The final Beverage run came
in the ninth when Jerry Isolda (2 runs
scored) trotted home after Lau
smashed a ground-rule double.
Park Beverage 540 410 341 22
Stage House 200 000 100 3
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

August 12, 1998: An energetic
PEPCO team took to the field at
Brookside Park, caught the Phoenix
flying low and bagged a 14-9 victory
to take a 2-1 lead in the championship
series of the A Division of the Scotch
Plains Softball League. Jim Hellwig
hammered a three-run homer in the
first inning then went on to collect
four hits, score three runs and drive in
four runs by the game’s end.

August 11, 1998: C & C Landscap-
ing contoured a clear path toward the
B Division championships in the
Scotch Plains Softball League by win-
ning its second game against D & L
Locksmiths, 16-7, at Brookside Park.
Joe Killberg and Erik Berger each had
four hits and Vito Castaldo had three
RBI to help engineer the victory.

August 5, 1999: Fired up and de-
termined after a controversial, 8-7,
loss in Game 1 of the Westfield Men’s
Softball League championships,
Checchio Chiropractic rebounded and
realigned the Mattress Factory, 11-1,
in Game 2 at Tamaques Park.

Checchio pitcher Manny Perez tossed
a three-hitter and shortstop Frank
Malta displayed defensive brilliance.
Jason Geary launched a two-run home
run for Checchio’s

August 10, 2000: Veteran pitcher
Joe Matuska, with his high-arching
accuracy, kept the St. “James Gang”
off-balance and led the St. “Tom”
boys to a 7-4 victory in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Softball League action at
Brookside Park. Gerry Riepe led St.
Thomas with three hits, two RBI and
two runs scored, and Mike Brennan
slapped three singles and scored twice.

August 3-10, 2001: Parents, grand-
parents, sisters, brothers, friends and
the Westfield 10-year-old Blue base-
ball players themselves will forever
remember the wonderful experience
they had at the Cal Ripkin Babe Ruth
World Series in Vincennes, Ind. In
addition to the memories, the Blue
team returned with beautiful action
photos supplied by The Vincennes
Sun Commercial – the daily newspa-
per – and a huge, third-place trophy.

After winning the Mid-Atlantic
championship in Newark, Del. on

David B. Corbin (August 18 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LOT OF ACTION AT HOME PLATE…Geeks on Call captain Neil Kauffman,
right, barrels safely home as Dunellen Hotel’s Greg McComb considers a throw
to first base in Game 2 of the A Division championship on August 9, 2005 at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains. The Hotel men won, 7-6.
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Probitas Verus Honos

WESTFIELD $749,900
Vast 5 BR 5.1BA custom home on .34 acre, hdwd flrs, lg rms, fabu. MBR suite,
CAC, Gym.  Many updates & amenities. DIR: Kimball Cir/Golf Edge/Carol.

Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 2862689

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 8/14 1-4PM
5 Carol Rd

WESTFIELD $679,000
Spacious Col w/updtd EIK w/Silestone cntrs, glass tile bksplsh, bead board cabs,
lg LR w/fplc, master w/updtd BA. DIR: E. Broad/Springfield/Nomahegan/Manitou.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2860996

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 8/14 1-4PM
53 Manitou Cir

WESTFIELD $659,900
Gracious Colonial in great locn, Mstr w/full BA, Liv rm w/fplc, formal din rm,
sunny den, EIK w/Pwdr rm, part fin. bsmt, recent updts.  DIR: E. Broad/Wells.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2846310

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 8/14 1-4PM
222 Wells St

WESTFIELD $579,900
Spacious Bi-Level, loads of liv. space, 4 BR 3 BA, EI-Kit, formal Din rm, huge
deck ovlkg spectacular prpty w/blt-in pool & tiki bar, loads of potential.

Agent: Kathy Collins MLS: 2873421

SCOTCH PLAINS $829,900
New Price! Newly renovated by “Green Builder” Needlepoint Homes w/gourmet
Kit, spac. Mstr w/fl BA, Junior ste, LR w/stone fplc, fam rm w/slider to paver patio.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2873943

SCOTCH PLAINS $865,000
Wonderful custom hm w/12 rms, 5 BR, 3.2 BA, 3 unit central air, ceiling fans, EI-Kit w/
center island & bkfst bar, 3 gas & wd fplcs, brick & vinyl siding. DIR: Martine to Fenimore.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2877103

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 8/14 1-4PM
18 Fenimore Dr

MOUNTAINSIDE $625,000
Custom Colonial at end of cul-de-sac, 4 BR 2.1 BA, Fam rm off EI-Kit, LR & FDR,
hdwd flrs, conven. loc, lg rms, .53 acre prpty.  DIR: Wyoming/Cherry/Peachtree.

Agent: Diane Kontra MLS: 2876274

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 8/14 1-4PM
1123 Peach Tree Ln

MOUNTAINSIDE $319,000
Delightful Ranch in conven loc., great for 1st time or scale down buyer, LR w/fplc,
formal DR, updtd bath, den, lg Master, nice yard & more.  DIR: Mountain/Woodland.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2866940

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 8/14 1-4PM
571 Woodland Ave

CRANFORD $419,900
Terrific expan. Cape w/full rear dormer & rm over garage, 2 BR/BA on 1st,, 2 BR/BA on
2nd, refin hdwd flrs on 1st level, updtd EI-Kit, move-in cond. DIR: Orange Av/Locust Dr.

Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 2878103

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 8/14 1-4PM
181 Locust Dr

CRANFORD $339,000
Beautifully renov. charming bungalow, close to town & transp., improvements & updates since
2008 incl remodeled bth w/whirlpool. DIR: South Ave to S. Union to Christopher to Hillcrest.

Agent: Elizabeth Bataille MLS: 2872628

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 8/14 1-4PM
105 Hillcrest Ave

CLARK $425,000
Spacious home!  Custom split level, EI-Kit opens to fam rm & din rm w/slider to dk,
4 BR 3.1 BA, liv rm w/vaulted ceiling, central air, partially finished bsmt & lots more.

Agent: Pat Connolly MLS: 2876975

FANWOOD $499,000
Charming Colonial, outstndg cond, up-to-date Kit w/granite cntrs, Fam
rm, library w/cath clng & fplc, lg Master Suite w/priv BA, 1st flr laundry.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2864538

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO MAKE CONTACT…Neighborhood Painter Tom Carannone is
about to make contact with the ball in the fifth inning against the Sofa Kings.
Carannone plopped a single over first base. The Painters won 19-10 to oust the
Sofa Kings from the playoffs on August 7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HITTING TO THE OPPOSITE FIELD…Park Beverage veteran Damon Roth
attempts to hit the ball to the opposite field in the game against the Stage House.
Roth had three hits and scored four times.


