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CHUPKO, TALCOTT LEAD WAY; MESSANO, 3B, 2B, 1B

St. Joe Veterans Spark, 14-8,
Victory Over Lowly St. Anne

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Oldtimers sparked rallies that led
St. Joseph to a 14-8 victory over St.
Anne in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August 4.

St Joseph has been on quite a win-
ning roll, and the victory gave them a
little more solid footing on the top
rung of the Angels Division. St. Anne
has been on a roll also, but it has been
in the wrong direction, and the loss
has placed them on solid ground at
the bottom of the Saints Division.

Five members of the 60+ crew of

the St. Joseph gang, Dean Talcott,
Frank Chupko, Tom Litterio, Steve
Ferro and Tony Perfilio made signifi-
cant contributions to the win. Chupko
bashed a leadoff triple to spark a two-
run third inning that snapped a 2-2
tie, and Talcott tapped a leadoff single
that ignited a raging blaze of nine
runs in the fifth inning.

Chupko finished 2-for-3 and scored
once, while Talcott added an RBI and
a run scored. Litterio laced a pair of
singles and added an RBI. Ferro
ripped an RBI single and scored twice,
and Perfilio reached base safely once
and scored once.

Members of the “younger genera-
tion” of St. Joe boys also got into the
act. Lou Messano drilled a three-run

double, tripled, singled and scored
twice. Bruce Evans went 3-for-4 with
two RBI. Dave Weischadle (RBI)
singled twice and scored twice. Matt
Daly thumped a two-run triple and
scored once. Joe DeRosa singled,
scored twice and added two RBI. Jim
Barba doubled and scored twice.

St. Anne actually out-hit the Joeys,
18-17, and Jack Kennedy presided
over all others with a 4-for-4 evening,
which included a three-run home run,
a double, an RBI single and two runs
scored. Marty Garcia (2 runs scored)
added a pair of singles and a two-run
triple. Tom Straniero (run scored),
John Veglia (double), Art Hobble
(RBI) and Mike McLane each had
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HOYNOWSKI HAMMERS HOMER, DOUBLE, GETS 5 RBI

Neighborhood Painters Oust
Sofa Kings in Playoffs, 19-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Neighborhood Painting was more
than willing to work overtime on
Sunday, August 7, in Game 3 of the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League
“B” Division semifinals against the
Sofa Kings at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains.

After dropping the first game, 8-6,
on August 1, the Neighborhood Paint-
ers won the second game, 10-8, on
August 3 then jumped on the Sofa
Kings scoring 15 runs within the first
three innings and rolled to a 19-10

victory to earn a trip to the champion-
ship series against Five Guys.

Jay Hoynowski, who first started
in the league playing for a team known
as PEPCO, carried the thickest brush
for the painters and covered the Sofa
Kings with a solo home run, two
singles, a double and five RBI, while
scraping home plate four times. Mike
Petrone also laid it on thick with a
double, two singles, four RBI and
two runs scored. John Gordon con-
tributed three hits and scored three
times, and Trevor Haim added three
hits, an RBI and two runs scored.

The Sofa Kings finished with 18
hits and had three batters, Landy
Rodriguez (2 runs scored, RBI), Jay
Everitt (2 RBI) and Josh Finkelstein
(RBI, run scored) contribute three
hits apiece. Brian Schiller (2-for-5, 3
runs scored) had the Kings’ only ex-
tra base hit, a two-run triple. Dave
Belford rapped a pair of singles,
scored once and added an RBI.

After Hoynowski launched his solo
blast in the top of the first inning,
Steve Peterpaul (4-for-5, 2 runs
scored) and Pat Peterpaul (3-for-5, 2

BABOOMIAN GETS 3 RBI, DeCHIARO RAPS 3 SINGLES

St. Jude Plates 4 in 6th, Sting
St. Al in Angels Division, 9-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seated firmly in fourth place with
the playoffs beginning in a few weeks,
St. Jude’s quest to take first place in
the Angels Division of the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
may be an impossible dream, but
climbing back to the .500 mark in the
won/loss column is not out of the
picture.

In the meantime, St. Aloysius had
nowhere else to look but way up as
they were sitting on the cold, damp
cement in the basement of the An-

gels Division. St. Aloysius’ light at
the end of the tunnel got even dimmer
when St. Jude plated four runs in the
bottom of the sixth inning then held
the Al’s scoreless in the top of the
seventh to claim a 9-8 victory at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
August 5.

Trailing 8-5, Scott Friedrichs got
things started for the Judes with a
leadoff single. Kevin Walsh (2-for-3,
2 runs scored) chopped a single to
right field. Anthony Blasi and Rich
Suriani, who both finished 2-for-3
with a run scored, rapped back-to-

back RBI singles. After Blasi scored
the third run on an error, John Chupko
stepped to the plate with one man out
and Suriani on third and tapped a lazy
grounder that resulted in a force out
at second. Chupko dug deep within
and avoided being doubled up for the
third out by a step, and by virtue of his
extraordinary effort, Suriani’s score
on the play turned out to be what
would end up being the winning run.

“Good comeback guys,” shouted
St. Jude shortstop Joe DeChiaro, who
made strong contributions offensively

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE PUTOUT AT HOME…St. Aloysius catcher Joe Romash, center, snags the throw home to get the putout
on St. Jude runner Rich Suriani in the second inning at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOOLING THEM ALL…St. Joseph’s Frank Chupko slides into third base with a triple as St. Anne third baseman Mike
McLane gets the ball. The inset has St. Anne skipper Joe McEvoy waiving his outfielders in as Chupko steps to the plate
before launching his triple. Oops!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIPING INTO THIRD IN TIME…Neighborhood Painter Jay Hoynowski, right, slips into third before Sofa King third
baseman Josh Finkelstein can make the tag. The Painters won 19-10 on August 7.
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Probitas Verus Honos

PETE SAMILA BLASTS 2, 3-RUN HRs; SPELLMAN 4 RBI

Park Beverage Men Package
Stage House, 22-3, in Game 1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No strangers to playing in the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League
“A” Division championships, the top-
seeded Stage House, once again, faced
second-seeded Park Beverage to do
battle in Game 1 of the best of three
series for the cherished crown at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 8.

Last year, Park Beverage swept the
Stage House, 17-12, and 13-5, for the
title, but the year before the Stage
House, then known as Investors Sav-
ings, took top honors over the Bever-
age men, then known as Deegan Roof-
ing, in three games.

This year, however, the Stage men
have added several young but very
talented and speedy athletes to their

roster to mix with the remaining vet-
erans.

“I like the recipe. We have a good
mix of old and young. I like our
chances. Without a doubt, they [Park
Beverage] are the team to beat. It has
always come down to us and them
every year, and I think it is our year
again,” said Stage House veteran Tim
Walsh, who has been playing in sev-
eral softball leagues for over 30 years.

Among some of those leagues have
been the Fanwood Old Men’s Soft-
ball Association (FOMSA),
Mountainside, New Providence and,
recently, the Union County 50+
League.

Park Beverage veteran Tom
Straniero, who has been playing in
the area softball leagues for about 38
years, which include St. Bart’s and

Union County 50+ leagues, and has
included FOMSA, Westfield modi-
fied league, North Plainfield, South
Plainfield and Middlesex leagues pre-
dicted, “We swept them last year.
This is what we are going to do this
year.”

Despite the addition of the young
stallions to the Stage House stable,
Straniero was unfazed.

“They have a lot of talent, a lot of
good young players, but we have es-
tablished a team. Everybody gets
along. Everybody likes each other and
pulls for each other. They are going to
have seven or eight guys sitting on the
bench. That’s the difference! I might
get one or two at-bats. I am just here to
help and support them. They don’t
have that support,” he said.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAGGING UP AND TAKING THIRD…Pete Samila of Park Beverage tagged up on a fly ball and slides into third base in
the fourth inning as Stage House third baseman Tim Walsh recovers the ball. Samila whacked a pair of three-run home runs
and finished with seven RBI in the 22-3 victory at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on August 8.

Babe Ruth Hits 500th Home Run
August 11, 1929


