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AARP Asks Congress to Think Twice
As Any Cuts Will Impact Milliions

Preparedness Is Key to Saving
Lives During Hurricane Season

Hurricane season is here, and our
community has the chance right now
to take simple steps that can save
lives if our region is threatened by a
hurricane.

Create and practice a Hurricane
Plan: Planning and practicing an
evacuation plan minimizes confusion
and fear during the event. Learn about
your community’s hurricane response
plan. Plan routes to local shelters,
register family members with special
medical needs, and make plans for
your pets.

Assemble an emergency prepared-
ness kit: Pack a first-aid kit, essential
medications, foods that don’t require
cooking or refrigeration, manual can
opener, bottled water, flashlights,
battery-powered radio and batteries.

Heed Warnings: Listen to radio
and TV stations for updated informa-
tion. A hurricane Watch means hurri-
cane conditions could threaten within
36 hours. A hurricane Warning means
hurricane conditions are expected
within 24 hours.

Prepare your Home: Secure any-
thing that can be picked up by the
wind (bicycles, lawn furniture, trash
cans, potted plants, etc.) Close win-
dows, doors and hurricane shutters.
If you don’t have shutters, board up
windows and doors with plywood.
Turn off propane tanks and unplug
small appliances.

For more information, contact the
Raritan Valley Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross at (908) 232-7090 or
redcross.org.

Suzanne Lutz,
Red Cross, Westfield

Letters to the Editor

I must admit, my feeling of relief at
our avoidance of economic catastro-
phe is tempered by my anxiety re-
garding the next battle to come. Now,
12 Congressmen will have to find a
way to reduce the debt by $1.5 tril-
lion. I cannot imagine that this will
go any better than this month’s de-
bates went. It will be ugly, and it will
divide down party lines. Unfortu-
nately, I fear that any deal, or lack
thereof, will result in cuts to Social
Security and Medicare.

In New Jersey alone, 1.4 million
residents receive Social Security in-
come, and of this 22 percent rely
upon it for at least 90 percent of their

income. Without it, bills will not be
paid, food will not be purchased, and
houses will become unaffordable. We
have paid into this program, expect-
ing to count on these benefits. Do we
deserve a deal that puts us in such a
financial vice? I don’t think so. Medi-
care cuts would also lead to unques-
tionable hardship. Costs will go up
and service quality will go down.
Again, do we deserve this?

I [the AARP] urge Congress to
think twice before cutting entitle-
ment benefits. Any cuts will put mil-
lions of lives at risk.

Kevin Hawryluk, AARP
Princeton Junction

Looking Under The Hood

Tax, School Funding
Talk Set August 17

SCOTCH PLAINS - Senator Mike
Doherty will speak on the Fair School
Funding Act and Jim Bennett will
talk about the Fair Tax on August 17
at 7:30 pm at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, 820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch
Plains beginning at 7:30 pm. The
public is invited.

For more information, call Jim
Bennett of Summit, (609) 984-2901
daytime; (908) 273-4578 evenings;
(908) 598-2888 fax or  (908) 578-
4975 cell.

CHECK OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.ADVANCEDPT.INFO

ACCENT ON HANDS

WESTFIELD

CRANFORD

LEFT TO RIGHT:  Linda Bernot, PT, Betty Maloney, CMM, CPC,
Annette Krell, MS, OTR, CHT, Timothy O’Kay, PT, OCS,
David Van Brunt, PT, CHT.

Together we seek to provide
our community with the most
comprehensive and professional
Certified Hand Therapy, Physical
Therapy and Occupational Therapy 
services available.

210 NORTH AVENUE EAST
CRANFORD, NJ 07016

908-276-0237

525 CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE A
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

908-654-4252

And

TWO Locations...ONE Goal!

Walking�Distance�from�School�One,�Park�Middle�School,�St.�Barts,�and�SPFHS�
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave �����Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

For Kids 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/11 wl 

For Adults 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/11 WL 

Oh no!Oh no!Oh no!Oh no!    

Back to Back to Back to Back to 

school school school school 

alreadyalreadyalreadyalready ? ? ? ?    

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Toastmaster of Westfield Elects
New Board for Coming Year

Municipal Salaries Range From $1 to
$132 K; $0 to $25 K Health Plans

Something Hapless
Carter Couldn’t Do

On August 4th, non-partisan rat-
ings agency S&P downgraded the
U.S. federal government’s credit rat-
ing for the first time in our country’s
200-plus year existence. Wow, that’s
something not even the hapless Jimmy
Carter managed to do!

Thank you, ‘Obamanomics’.
Mark Kalinowski

Clifton

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Part Two of Two: See Part One last
week, page 5. Over the last month we
have been gathering information from
all 21 municipal clerks in Union
County on the compensation paid to
mayors and council members, if they
receive paid health benefits and
whether these positions are eligible
for pension credits. We submitted
OPRA (Open Public Records Act)
requests to all 21 towns.

This week: Berkeley Heights, Lin-
den, New Providence, Plainfield,
Rahway, Mountainside, Roselle and
Union.

Part Two
While Berkeley Heights did not

submit a written response to our
OPRA request, it has budgeted $4,000
in salary for the mayor, Joseph Bruno,
and $21,000, or $3,500 each, for sala-
ries for six council members. Spring-
field Mayor Hugh Keffer receives a
$4,000 stipend, while the four town-
ship committee members are paid
$3,500 each. Springfield did not send
a response on health-care coverage.

Linden’s 10 city council members
are paid $17,707 each, with the coun-
cil president paid $20,559, while one
council member is taking 10 percent
less, amounting to $15,936. Mayor
Richard Gerbounka earns $67,027 and
receives health benefits of $10,480 as
a Linden Police Department retiree.
Two council members (not specified
in the OPRA response, the city  citing
HIPA -- Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act -- rules)  have
health coverage. One member has a
family plan package of $16,628, of
which $5,000 is deducted from that
individual’s wages per a city resolu-
tion. Another council member pays
for his own vision, dental and pre-
scription plans offered through the
city’s health insurance plan.

New Providence Mayor Brooke
Hern’s salary is $6,000, with six coun-
cil members receiving $4,500 each.
They do not receive any health ben-
efits. Roselle Park Mayor Joe Accordi
is paid $10,392, with the six council
members paid $8,094 each. They also
do not receive paid health-care ben-
efits.

Plainfield Mayor Sharon
Robinson-Briggs is paid $35,000,
with the seven council members get-
ting $9,000 each. Health-care cover-
age is as follows: Mayor Robinson-
Briggs, $8,198; Council President
Annie McWilliams, $8,362; Coun-
cilman Adrian Mapp, $4,296 (he re-
ceives a health-care waiver incen-
tive), and Councilwoman Bridget
Rivers, $11,466. The four other coun-
cil members do not take health ben-
efits.

While Plainfield Deputy Clerk In-
dia Cole did not cite HIPA rules, she
did charge the newspaper 10 cents
per OPRA regulation fees. “So you
clearly see, I don’t make this up.
$0.05 [per page, two pages total]! It

was reduced (underlined) from
$0.75,” Ms. Cole wrote.

Rahway Mayor Rick Proctor is
compensated at $64,273 per year,
while the eight council members gar-
ner $7,885 per year and the council
president, $9,486. “The mayor and
council members receive health in-
surance, but only six members take
(depending on their outside employ-
ment),” Deputy Clerk Jeffrey Jotz
said.

Three members of the governing
body have couple plans at $14,965
per year each, and two members have
single plans costing $6,651 each. The
deputy clerk did not provide infor-
mation on who has which plan, al-
though we have sent a follow-up e-
mail requesting this information.

Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli receives a $2,836 stipend,
with the six members of the borough
council making $1,418 each. No in-
formation was provided on health-
care coverage. Councilman Glenn
Mortimer waived his council salary,
as he said he did not feel he should
collect two government paychecks.
He also works for Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th).

In Roselle, Mayor Garrett Smith is
paid $12,000, while the six council
members are compensated at $9,012
annually.

We also asked for the following
documents: 1. Copy of document,
ordinance, resolution, or health in-
surance contract detailing health ben-
efits paid to mayor and borough coun-
cil members; 2. Copy of document
and or communication detailing pen-
sion credits accrued by mayor and
borough council.

Roselle Municipal Clerk Rhona
Bluestein said her office’s computers
were off-line last week preventing her
from either e-mailing or faxing addi-
tional information per our request.

In a response e-mailed Tuesday she
stated that concerning our first ques-
tion: “Following a review of borough
records maintained by the Clerk’s of-
fice, in addition to advisement from
the appropriate borough officials in
other offices, no records have been
located which are responsive to your
request at this time. In the event that
records are so furnished to me and
deemed responsive to your request, I
will provide same to you promptly.”

Concerning pension credits, she
said our request was “non-specific,
unclear, and overly broad.” In addi-
tion she said “certain personnel or
pension records are not disclosable
records under OPRA” and “without
further clarification as to which spe-
cific records you are seeking, the
borough has no way of knowing if
any disclosable records exist respon-
sive to your request,” thus our request
was “denied.”

Union Township Committee mem-
bers, of which there are four, receive
$16,550 each, with the mayor, cho-
sen annually by the governing body,
making $19,924. We did not receive
information on health-care coverage.

WESTFIELD – Toastmasters of
Westfield announced their new offic-
ers for the coming year. A special
“Kids Night” meeting will be held
Thursday, September 1.

The new officers are:
President, Anne Goldman Baker,

Westfield; VP Education Michael
Alfano, Union; VP Membership,
Judith Farrall, Scotch Plains; VP Pub-
lic Relations, Angela Chester,
Plainfield; Treasurerm  Vijaiyanand
Prasad, Plainfield; Secretary Oscar
Ocasio, Elizabeth; Sergeant-at-Arms,
Veronica Hegedus, Westfield. Past
President is Robin Patrick,
Whitehouse Station.

Ms. Baker, the new president, has
been a member of the club for 14
years and is the first person to have
served as president for two separate
terms. She has obtained her Distin-

guished Toastmaster (DTM) desig-
nation and has been area governor
vice-president education, secretary
and treasurer.

The club is hosting its annual
Storytelling/Kids Night on Thursday,
September 1 at 7:30 p.m. Ms. Baker
chairs the evening. The night will fea-
ture fun, lighthearted stories and
speeches designed with children in mind.

Toastmasters welcomes prospec-
tive members and guests. For more
information, see
toastmasterofwestfield.com; e-mail
Angela Chester at
achester@comcast.net or call (908)
358-6821.

Toastmasters started in 1924 in
Santa Ana, Calif. It has grown to a
leading organization teaching public
speaking and helping people con-
quer pre-speech jitters.

GOLEADER.COM

Sen. Sweeney Challenges His Dems;
Mobilize, Counter State GOP

As the weather heats up all across New
Jersey, so too has the over-heated rheto-
ric of the Republicans running for the
State Legislature. As we expected, this
first glimpse of their playbook exposes
their plan to try and hoodwink the voters
with a campaign of innuendo, distortions
and outright falsehoods. I want to assure
you that we’re going to meet the Repub-
lican misinformation campaign head-on.

We will challenge them in the newspa-
pers, through the mail, on television and
radio, and via the Internet. We know,
however, that the best way to set the
record straight is to bring the truth di-
rectly to you so you can tell your family,
friends and neighbors when Chris Christie
and the Republicans are trying to pull a
fast one.

By following New Jersey’s Democratic
Legislative Majority on Twitter, you’ll
get information to challenge the GOP in
real time. I also encourage you to follow
the Democrats running for the State Sen-
ate and Assembly in your home district,
share your thoughts and interact through-
out the campaign with the men and women
who want to represent you and your fam-
ily in Trenton.

It’s really no surprise that the Republi-
cans are trying to deceive and otherwise
manipulate the voters in an attempt to
protect their positions in Trenton. Over
the past 18 months, they have voted over
and over again to increase rather than
lessen the hardships on the middle class.
They have slashed funding for programs
for seniors while at the same time raising
their property taxes; cut money to ad-
equately fund our schools; decimated pro-
grams ensuring cancer screenings and
other critical health-care services for thou-
sands of women and children; and slashed
spending for the disabled, veterans and

others who are among the most vulner-
able in our state.

At the same time, they inexplicably
voted to protect lucrative tax breaks for
multimillionaires – siding with the state’s
very wealthiest residents while turning
their backs on the middle class. As Demo-
crats, we have different priorities: Yours.
Over the last 18 months, we have waged
a relentless fight against the Republicans
across New Jersey as they have inflicted
blow after blow against the vast majority
of this state’s residents.

We are determined to continue fight-
ing to make New Jersey more affordable,
with a better quality of life, for everyone.
On August 1, there will be exactly 100
days remaining until Election Day, when
New Jersey voters will go to the polls to
elect a new State Legislature. The choices
will be very clear: Republicans who will
rubber stamp Chris Christie every step of
the way – or Democrats who will stand up
for the interests of you and your family.
Won’t you please follow along?

Senate President
Stephen Sweeney

THE NATURE OF

POLITICS TODAY


