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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

E x p o s e d !

THE FEDS...Whitehouse, Congress,
Fanny Mae, Fanny Mac, Bilderberg,
Harvard, SEC - next?

I Will Be Charitable And Call This A
‘Misinterpretation’ Of The Events

AARP: ‘Congress Plays
With People’s Lives’
The nation did not default, but I’m

still worried. In the final deal to raise
the debt ceiling, Congress agreed to
create a “super committee” to reduce
the national debt an additional $1.5
trillion. Judging by how difficult it
was to find compromise with the risk
of economic catastrophe at hand, I
cannot imagine that this committee
will develop a more even-handed
approach. With automatic cuts to
popular domestic and military pro-
grams hanging over their heads, Con-
gress is bound to put Social Security
and Medicare on the chopping block.

Few in Congress seem to acknowl-
edge that Social Security is fully
funded by dedicated payroll taxes,
and Medicare has already been
trimmed as part of health care reform.

In New Jersey alone, 1.4 million
residents receive Social Security in-
come, and of this 22 percent rely
upon it for at least 90 percent of their
income. By looking at these programs
as faceless expenditures, Congress is
playing a game with people’s lives. If
Congress does not take Social Secu-
rity and Medicare off the table as
AARP has insisted, I can tell you the
outcome: We lose.

Madlyn Fergang AARP
Monroe Township

Congress Is Not There to Observe
Bankruptcy, They Must Stop It

What Business In Crisis Would Permit
Its Board To Take Vacation?

President Used His Office to Argue Tea
Party Was Leading Us to Armageddon

In the Aug. 4th article (The Westfield
Leader), Congressman Lance said he
is an observer of American History...
Perhaps it is California Gov.
Moonbeam’s “History” that he has
been observing.

The House of Representatives was
significantly changed in 2010, for
one reason, to stop the bankrupting
of our Nation by the radical left wing
Obama Administration.

The only way that this could be
accomplished is by “The Cut, Cap,
and Balance Bill” passed by the
House. This bill would have been
able to de-fund the radical Obama
Care and EPA programs and other
roadblocks, which are absolutely kill-
ing our economy. Sixty-eight percent
of the people wanted this bill to pass

both Houses.
“Cut, Cap, and Balance” should

have been continually sent back to
Harry Reid in the Senate until they
passed it. If Reid didn’t pass it, then
let it lay with him and the senators
that chose not to pass it.

Instead we now have to deal with
what you end up with (a bill that
means nothing) because you lack the
will to fight for what is right.

Real American history should tell
you that you serve at the consent of
the governed... You are not there to
observe, you are there to do!

Given the circumstances, maybe
we need someone who can do!

William Sanders
Mountainside

When I first moved to New Jersey
back in 2009, the first thing I noticed
was what struck me as the inordinate
number of police cars on the street.
You couldn’t drive a block without
seeing at least one.

Drive two blocks and you might
see as many as three or four. I couldn’t
help but wonder the following: Why
is there seemingly one cop for every
four or five residents in Fanwood or
Scotch Plains or Westfield? What
exactly are they doing all day? And
how do they afford it?

I have no answer for the first ques-
tion, but Nos. 2 and 3 became seemed
to answer themselves on a recent
easy-going trip to the Westfield Li-
brary. Driving east on Euclid, I took
note of a construction zone up ahead
at the intersection at Broad Street.
You can’t miss a construction zone.
The cones are there, the police often
occupy both ends of the area and the
workers are clearly visible.

Thus, I did what I always do when
I see one of these sites: Took the
necessary precautions. This being, as
I said, a no-hurry, relaxed trip to the
library during a furlough week from
my job, I was already proceeding at a
leisurely pace up Euclid. As I neared
the intersection and slowed further, I
took note of the following: The light
was green and there were no cars
proceeding west on Euclid from the
other side of the intersection.

I eased the car across the center
line so as to provide a wider berth for
the construction workers and, as the
light was still green, moved slowly
through the intersection and made a
left turn to the library. In other words,
the very description of careful driv-
ing.

Well one man’s careful is another
cop’s careless, and by the time I had
parked on the street alongside the
library, lo and behold, there was yet
another policeman. Have they fur-
ther staffed the Westfield Police De-
partment so that everyone gets his
own escort? I wondered. Am I to be
cited for providing such a fine ex-
ample of what to do while driving
through a construction zone? Per-
haps I am to be summoned to teach
young drivers on how to safely go
around a construction zone.

No sir, the answer to the question:
Why was there a cop suddenly turn-
ing on his lights and parking behind
me is the very same answer to Ques-
tion 3 above: He was reaching into
my pocket and grabbing $140 for –
and I can barely type this without
alternately laughing and seething –
careless driving in a construction
zone.

I will be charitable and call this a
“misinterpretation” of the events.
Unfortunately, I am told that such
shakedowns are all to frequent against
the fine citizens of any number of
boroughs in this county. I was further
told that it was pretty much pointless
to fight it, and I guess I can see why:
There is nothing objective about the
citation. No excessive speed, no run-
ning red lights, nothing. It is com-
pletely at the discretion of the officer.
In this case discretion became indis-
cretion and I am out $140.

This is simply an outrage. You can
have my money, but count me among
what I am certain is a growing num-
ber of citizens who no longer respect
Westfield Finers (sic).

Kelly Fenton
Fanwood

Dear President Obama, The sur-
geon does not leave the patient while
the patient is hemorrhaging. The cap-
tain does not leave the bridge when
the ship is sailing through heavy seas.

The people are hemorrhaging be-
cause of the worst economics condi-
tions since the Great Depression of
the 1930’s. The ship of state is being
buffeted by high waves. And the Con-
gress is taking a nearly month long
Summer recess!

But do not tell this to the Senators
and the Representatives. With their
good pay and their wonderful em-
ployment benefits they need not worry
that they will not have food on the
table or will be unable to pay for their
prescription drugs or will go bank-
rupt or will be foreclosed or will for
yet another month and still another
month scramble down the street un-
employed.

Our valiant soldiers are on the
battlefield in Afghanistan while Con-
gress is at the beach!

That nearly 4,000 employees of
the Federal Aviation Administration
and 70,000 airport construction work-
ers are now unemployed appears of
no consequence to Congress which
cannot agree on funding the Federal
Aviation Administration. Forty safety
inspectors will have to work without
pay! Uncle Sam will lose in total
nearly $1,000,000,000 in airline ticket
taxes! He has already lost
$200,000,000!

The Senate apparently does not
mind that 36 of the more than 100
Federal judicial vacancies today have
been declared “judicial emergencies”
by the Administrative Office of the
United States Courts because of grow-
ing court case loads.

Nor is Congress apparently con-
cerned that more than 12,000,000
people are threatened with starvation
in the Horn of Africa because of the
worst drought there in 60 years!

What business, especially in times
of economic crisis, would permit its
board members and its executives to
take a one-month vacation at the same
time?

The President has the power to call
Congress back into extraordinary ses-
sion under Article 2, Section 3, Clause
2 of the United States Constitution.
President Harry S. Truman’s use of
this power was the 27th and last time
it has been used by a President.

President Abraham Lincoln, in his
annual message to Congress, Decem-
ber 1,1862, stated, “The occasion is
piled high with difficulty, and we
must rise-with the occasion.”

How are we rising to today’s hor-
rific economic occasion when Con-
gress goes on vacation for nearly a
month? Congress should either be
called back into session or call itself
back into session.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Now is not the time for recrimina-
tions against Tea Party-backed mem-
bers of Congress who voted in the
end for the debt deal. This is not the
time to start fighting amongst our-
selves. Nothing could make the ‘Left’
happier than to see a splintering of
the Tea Party movement. We have to
agree that, no matter how disap-
pointed we are with the final deal –
and I am – that final vote was some-
thing on which honest conservatives
could disagree.

The President used his bully pulpit

to argue that the Tea Party was lead-
ing the nation to Armageddon, and
the compliant media acted as a thou-
sand megaphones for that line. It is
understandable that some Tea Party
conservatives thought this would not
help the Tea Party’s standing with the
public. There have been good and
bad actors on both sides of the debt
ceiling debate.

Let’s leave the recriminations to
the liberals and stay united and fo-
cused on achieving the real spending
cuts that Congress promised and elect-
ing a President and Congress to sup-
port, rather than fight, a balanced
budget amendment and other limited
government principles. That is what
we [ConservativeHQ.com] should be
concentrating on starting today.

Richard Viguerie
ConservativeHQ.com

Manassas, VA

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Wet Paper Bag; Seemingly Simple
Task Proves to Be Impossible

A project of the newspaper for the summer was
undertaken to compile and report the compensation
(salaries, pensions and healthcare) paid for by the
public for elected officials in the 21 municipalities in
Union County. We knew there was a large difference
between municipalities and thought the public would
find the information useful.

The project was limited to include only mayors
and members of municipal councils, a small sliver,
so as to report the results by mid to end of July. The
Open Public Records Act (OPRA), by law requires
this information be provided to anyone in the public
upon request – so we thought.

Though being diligent and persistent, we failed
with this project. It turned out to be like trying to
“punch your way out of a wet paper bag.”

We received creative stonewalling, ‘en passant,’
and dodges; replies as to why the information couldn’t
be found, “please restate your question,” “why do
you want to know this?” “specifically what docu-
ment is it you seek,” “you need to talk to our lawyer,”
“our computer systems are down,” “we are not
required to do the research required to answer your
request,” “healthcare for officials is bundled within
total of others, you need to talk with our insurance
provider,” – even, “by law, that information is not
required to be provided per OPRA – or, other laws
prohibit us from providing this to you.”

It seems some towns and officials have something
to hide, otherwise why not answer the question?

For Westfield, Summit and Fanwood – the re-
sponse was simple: “No compensation in any form

is provided to mayor and council members.” – sic,
Westfield pays $1 per year that then gets donated
back to the town.

Some towns seemed to be straight forward, we
think. Garwood was effortless and Elizabeth, though
complex, seemed complete.

For some other towns, the responses were incom-
plete, misdirecting and/or guarded. As example,
Scotch Plains salaries were provided and a statement
that one council member is compensated $25,000
per year for healthcare, but we were refused infor-
mation as to who this is.

In Mountainside, it seems as though no one gets
free healthcare but an exception was alleged that this
benefit was available if any council members want to
avail themselves of it. What does this mean?

Our favorite response was from Plainfield when
they faxed the information and called — apologized
that they needed to charge us 10 cents (five cents per
page, their municipal ordinance). We mailed the
check for 10 cents — don’t know how much that cost
us, and haven’t seen it clear our bank yet.

Roselle may have been most creative, polite and
frequently calling back saying they are working on
it – though in the end, they refused to provide the
information.

So the simple project brought us back to reality –
the public is probably not going to be able to find out
who gets what of the taxpayers’ money in several
circumstances – peeling the onion can smell and
bring tears to one’s eyes. Is it better for the ostrich to
stay within the “wet paper bag?”

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Perse – Grayish blue
2. Cunctative – Slow-moving; slug-

gish
3. Rodomontade – To boast or brag
4. Yarage – Manageability of a ship at

sea

ORGULOUS
1. Proud; haughty
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Pertaining to overindulgence in any

activity
4. Communicating knowledge; system-

atically investigating
RHIPIDATE

1. Nature of having a rattling in the
chest due to an obstruction

2. Formed like a fan
3. Having perennial roots but annual

stems and leaves
4. In botany and zoology, having very

small crevices or cracks
ROBORATION

1. A strengthening
2. A nightgown
3. Quivering; shaking
4. A very loud noise; explosion

SEVUM
1. A midieval wind instrument similar

to the trombone
2. In botany, the second, or inner coat,

of an ovule
3. Fat, as used in the preparation of

ointments
4. A soluable poison formed in the

putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter

Chairman and Friends
Ignore U.S. Constitution

News of Florida Gov. Rick Scott
and his fellow Republicans in the
state legislature not implementing
ObamaCare, even if it costs their state
millions of dollars in federal grants,
renews my faith in the U.S. Constitu-
tion. Currently, I feel as if I am a slave
to Chairman Obama and his insur-
ance company friends. Obama,
Pelosi, Reid and the majority of
Democrat senators and congressmen
and women have ignored the U.S.
Constitution. How I spend my money
is my choice. I’d rather die a few
years early as a free man than die as
a slave under ObamaCare. Worse of
all , the only reason Obama got the
nomination was he said that the big-
gest difference between him and
Hillary was that he was against man-
datory health insurance and Hillary
was for it. What a liar!!!! Shame on
you too Gov. Christie!

Joseph DuPont
Towanda, Pa.

Microcosm of The Morass:
‘Super’ Committee, Really?

After a turbulent two months in Washington, D.C.,
Congress and President Obama last week came to an
11th hour covenant to increase the nation’s debt
ceiling. Congressional leaders must now name a 12-
member panel to decide federal spending cuts.

Will this committee actually achieve anything
fruitful? Isn’t it just a microcosm of the morass? The
committee will be six members of each political
party pushing their agendas – impended further with
a Presidential veto threat. Who’s correct – Republi-
cans or Democrats? – Perhaps a random selection of
the citizenry has a better chance at sanity.

House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio), House
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) and Senate

Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) will
each select three lawmakers to the so-called ‘super’
committee. The names must be announced by Tues-
day, August 16. Their job is to identify $1.5 trillion
in so-called spending “cuts” by the end of the year.

We believe this will be another disheartening
display in Washington with politicians caring more
about scoring points than healing the nation’s fiscal
health, which is currently on life-support. Each day,
this fiscal crisis continues. Who will be the first to
show common sense?

A sentiment pervasive in the country right now
echoes: “It’s a shame we have to wait 15 months to
‘throw the bums out’ of the White House and the
Congress.”


