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NJEA Does Not Endorse
Sweeney, Lesniak, Cryan

TRENTON — The 125-member
Political Action Committee (PAC) of
the 200,000 member New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA) last
week voted to endorse 68 candidates
for election to the New Jersey Legis-
lature this November. The NJEA PAC
Operating Committee (NJEA PAC)
endorsed 48 Assembly candidates and
20 Senate candidates in 28 of the
state’s 40 Legislative Districts. They
include two Republicans and 66
Democrats.

“We are excited to support these
candidates,” NJEA President Barbara
Keshishian said. “The incumbents
we endorsed are proven supporters of
public education and working fami-
lies. The challengers show a real de-
termination to return this state to its
progressive, pro-education roots.”

Ms. Keshishian acknowledged that
NJEA is endorsing fewer candidates
this year, and that some previously-
endorsed legislators are not on this
year’s list. “While the screening com-
mittees took many issues into ac-
count in making their decisions, as a
result of the recent pension and ben-
efit legislation, our members will be
facing significant financial conse-
quences,” Ms. Keshishian said.
“NJEA members make these endorse-
ment decisions and they have made it
clear that they will not endorse legis-
lators who have impaired their right
to collectively bargain and who have
imposed thousands of dollars of ad-
ditional costs on public employees.”

Among those not endorsed are Sen-
ate President Stephen Sweeney (D-3,
Gloucester), Sen. Donald Norcross
(D-5, Camden), Sen. Ray Lesniak
(D-20, Elizabeth) and Am. Joe Cryan
(D-20, Union).

The endorsements (LD is for Leg-
islative District) are: LD 1, Nelson
Albano (D); LD 2, Alisa Cooper (D)
and Damon Tyner (D); LD 3, No
endorsements; LD 4, Shelly Lovett
(R); LD 5, no endorsements; LD 6,
no endorsements; LD 7, no endorse-
ments; LD 8, no endorsements; LD 9,

no endorsements; LD 10, Gregory
McGuckin (R) and Bette Wary (D);
LD 11, Raymond Santiago (D),
Marilyn Schlossbach (D), and Vin
Gopal (D); LD 12, Robert Brown
(D), William Spedding (D), and
Catherine Tinney Rome (D); LD 13,
pending screening.

LD 14, Linda Greenstein (D),
Daniel Benson (D), and Wayne
DeAngelo (D); LD 15, Shirley Turner
(D), Bonnie Watson-Coleman (D),
and Reed Gusciora (D); LD 16
Maureen Vella (D), Marie Corfield
(D), and Joe Camarota (D); LD 17,
Bob Smith (D), Joe Egan (D), and
Upendra Chivukula (D); LD 18, Bar-
bara Buono (D), Pat Diegnan (D),
and Peter Barnes (D); LD 19, Joe
Vitale (D), John Wisniewski (D), and
Craig Coughlin (D); LD 20, no en-
dorsements; LD 21, no endorsements;
LD 22, Linda Stender (D) and Jerry
Green (D); LD 23, John Graf, Jr. (D)
and Karen Carroll (D); LD 24, Ed
Selby (D), Leslie Huhn (D), and Jim
Nye (D); LD 25, Rick Thoeni (D),
Gale Heiss-Colucci (D), and George
Stafford (D); LD 26, No endorse-
ments; LD 27, Richard Codey (D),
Mila Jasey (D), and John McKeon
(D); LD 28, Ronald Rice (D),
Cleopatra Tucker (D), and Ralph
Caputo (D).

LD 29, no endorsements; LD 30,
Steven Morlino (D), Howard
Kleinhendler (D) and Shaun
O’Rourke (D); LD 31, Sandra
Cunningham (D), Charles Mainor
(D), and Jason O’Donnell (D); LD
32, Nicholas Sacco (D), Vincent
Prieto (D), and Angelica Jimenez
(D); LD 33, Sean Conners (D) and
Ruben Ramos (D); LD 34, Thomas
Giblin (D); LD 35, Nellie Pou (D)
and Benjie Wimberly (D); LD 36,
Paul Sarlo (D) and Gary Schaer (D);
LD 37, Loretta Weinberg (D), Valerie
Vainieri Huttle (D), and Gordon
Johnson (D); LD 38, Robert Gordon
(D) and Connie Wagner (D); LD 39,
no endorsements, and LD 40,
Cassandra Lazzara (D).
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Winning

VERDICT...The Union County Prosecutor’s Office welcomed law students for
the summer internship program. “We are pleased to give these future attorneys
the opportunity to be part of the operations and to experience the criminal justice
system in action,” said Union County Prosecutor Ted Romankow. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Front row, Dara Poltrock (New York Law), Ting Ni (Notre Dame
Law), John Barry (Seton Hall Law); back row, Brian Scott (Rutgers Law-
Newark), Tzvi Dolinger (Seton Hall Law), Daveon Caldwell (Rutgers Law-
Newark), and Steven Nevolis (Seton Hall Law).

PA Proposes Huge Toll Hike
On Bridges and Tunnels

TRENTON – Tolls for autos using
E-ZPass on the Port Authority (PA)
of New York and New Jersey cross-
ings will increase from $6 to $10
roundtrip for off-peak travel and
from $8 to $12 in peak hours under
a plan voted on by the PA last week.
An additional $2 increase during
peak and off-peak hours will be
implemented in 2014.

The increases impact the George
Washington Bridge and the Holland
and Lincoln Tunnels as well as the
Bayonne and Goethals Bridges and
the Outerbridge Crossing.

A cash toll surcharge of $3,  in-
creasing the cash rate from $8 to $15
in 2011 for the 25 percent of toll-
payers who still use the optional
cash system, is also included. The
surcharge will increase by an addi-
tional $2 in 2014. PATH fares are
increasing from $1.75 to $2.75 in
2011 and the 30-day unlimited pass
will increase to $89 from $54.

Truck tolls will increase from $7 to
$13 round-trip off-peak and peak from
$8 to $14, with an additional $2 per-
axle-increase in 2014 for both off-
peak and peak hours, using E-Z Pass.
However, the same overnight charges
of $11 will apply for trucks in order
to reduce peak congestion the PA
said.

New York Governor Andrew  Cuomo
(D) and New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie (R) released a joint statement
on the toll hikes on Monday.

“The Port Authority has informed
us of its proposal to dramatically
increase tolls on its tunnels and
bridges and fares on the PATH. While
we understand the Port Authority
leadership’s concerns about a poten-
tial downgrade to its bond rating if
toll increases are not instituted, our
primary concern with this proposal is
its impact on our respective states’
residents and commercial users of
the crossings.

“A downgrade of the Port
Authority’s bond rating does indeed
pose a potentially disastrous result
on a transportation network that mil-
lions of residents of the states of New
Jersey and New York rely on and
would be unacceptable. We will re-
view the proposal with that in mind
but have obvious and significant con-

cerns. The Port Authority is facing
financial issues but so are families in
the States of New York and New
Jersey, and the answer cannot always
be an indiscriminate and exorbitant
increase in the cost to the taxpayer, or
in this case, toll payer.

“As families must carefully and
effectively manage their finances at
this difficult time, so must govern-
ment. It is our joint intention to coop-
eratively address this issue without
regard for partisanship or parochial-
ism, as was the intention and spirit of
the creation of the Port Authority as a
regional entity in 1921.”

Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.)
called the toll hike “an outrageous
proposal.” “It’s yet another assault on
New Jersey’s commuters – first the
Governor cancels the ARC Tunnel,
and now commuters stuck on the
road are facing unconscionable toll
increases to get across the Hudson.
These increases are disproportion-
ately punitive to New Jersey resi-
dents and fundamentally unfair. Even
toll increases half of this size would
be unacceptable.”

“This increase is not surprising
given the financial pressure put on
the  Port Authority’s budget by New
Jersey Governor Chris Christie and
New York  Governor Andrew
Cuomo,” said Kate Slevin, Tri-State
Transportation Campaign
Executive Director.

Before the Board of Commission-
ers considers a final toll/fare plan at a
Board meeting on Friday, August 19,
the agency has announced a public
hearing schedule on Tuesday, August
16 with nine total hearings across both
states. New Jersey hearings are as
follows:

Newark Liberty International Air-
port, 1 Conrad Road Building 157,
Bay 3 Newark,  (973-961-6161), 8
a.m.; Port Authority Technical Cen-
ter, 241 Erie Street, Room 212, Jer-
sey City,  (201-216-2700), 8 a.m.;
George Washington Bridge Admin-
istration Building, 220 Bruce
Reynolds Way, Conference Room,
Fort Lee,  (201-346-4005), 6 p.m.;
and Holland Tunnel Administration
Building, 13th Street & Provost Street,
Conference Room, Jersey City, (201-
360-5021), 6 p.m.

Claremont Picked to Build
Galloping Hill Clubhouse

KENILWORTH — Claremont
Construction Group, Inc. of Far Hills
was recently awarded the construc-
tion assignment for Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth by Union
County and KemperSports.

The project involves the construc-
tion of two buildings, a 43,705-
square-foot clubhouse and a 4,150-
square-foot new state-of-the-art
building to complete The Learning
Center at Galloping Hill. Both
projects will be completed within 14
months, according to Claremont.
Union County has budgeted $14.9
million for the project.

Designed by Williard G. Wilkinson
and opened in 1928, Galloping Hill
Golf Course is often referred to as
“The Hill.” In addition to the 18-hole
facility, Galloping Hill offers a learn-

ing center and nine-hole practice
course, called The Learning Center at
Galloping Hill, which opened in Oc-
tober 2009. In January 2010,
KemperSports began managing Gal-
loping Hill and The Learning Center.

“The management at Galloping
Hill is committed to making signifi-
cant improvements that will benefit
The Hill’s golfers and patrons,”
stated Stephen Sciaretta, vice-presi-
dent of Claremont Construction
Group. “Galloping Hill already has
a reputation as one of the most chal-
lenging courses in the area and these
improvements will serve to enhance
the experience provided by this pre-
mier course.”

Claremont previously built the
Somerset Hills Hotel in Warren and
the Inn at Basking Ridge.

Christie Signs Law for Takeover of
Horse Racing by Private Operators

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie on Friday signed legislation
that facilitates the operational take-
over of horse racing from the New
Jersey Sports and Exposition Author-
ity (NJSEA) by private sector opera-
tors and authorizes the joint manage-
ment of Monmouth Park and the
Meadowlands Racetrack for a one-
year transitional period.

In addition, the legislation reduces
the statutorily mandated thorough-
bred racing days and permits
horsemen’s organizations and track
operators to mutually agree to a re-
vised split of simulcast revenues col-
lected at the tracks. The Governor
signed the bill on the eve of the
Hambletonian, a 30-year racing tra-
dition and the richest harness racing
event of its kind.

“My goal has always been to en-
sure a financially sound and indepen-
dent future for New Jersey’s storied
horse racing legacy,” Governor
Christie said. “With the legislation I
am signing today, we are taking the
critical next step toward securing an
independent and self-sustaining horse

racing industry in the Garden State –
one that no longer depends upon casino
subsidies for its survival. We are also
saving the state’s beleaguered taxpay-
ers tens of millions of dollars in annual
operational subsidies at both venues.”

A-3710, gives the NJSEA the
power to jointly run racetrack op-
erations at Monmouth Park and the
Meadowlands with the tracks’ new
private operators during the transi-
tional period of transfer, ensuring
the industry and live racing continue
uninterrupted. It also permits the
New Jersey Racing Commission to
extend the transitional period for a
reasonable amount of time, but not
beyond two years from the date that
the lease agreement is executed.
Additionally, the legislation calls for
reducing thoroughbred race dates
from 141 to 71.

 The bill provides for flexibility in
the manner in which simulcast funds
are divided between the breeds as
long as such alternative distribution
is agreed upon by the horsemen’s
organizations and the racetrack op-
erators.

Archery Safety Lessons Are
Available at Oak Ridge Park

CLARK – Union County has an-
nounced that archery safety classes
are available for people who would
like to learn the basics of the sport.

Each archery course is two hours
long and consists of a safety training
session followed by hands-on instruc-
tion at the range. The fee is $20 per
person and there will be a minimum
of eight and a maximum of 24 partici-
pants per class. Archery equipment is
provided by the county and lessons
are taught by a trained and certified

USA archery instructor and/or a
trained and certified 4-H  National
archery instructor.

Group archery lessons are sched-
uled at the following times: Wednes-
day, August 10, at 6 p.m. and Sun-
days, September 11  and 25 at 2
p.m. After successful completion
of the lesson and a safety question-
naire, participants are qualified to
purchase a  Archery Range ID card.
The range is open daily, dawn to
dusk.

Green, Stender Clean Water
Legislation Signed Into Law

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assemblyman Jerry
Green (D-22, Plainfield) and As-
semblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
22, Scotch Plains) to protect clean
water and ensure safe drinking
water was signed into law on Au-
gust 4.

Legislation (A-4057) authorizes the
New Jersey Environmental Infra-
structure Trust to expend up to about
$648 million on environmental infra-
structure projects included in the
state’s clean water project priority
and drinking water priority project
lists.

“Clean water and safe drinking
water are a shared priority,” Asm.
Green said. “This bill is a smart
investment into our communities,
public health and all the benefits
that come with a strong infrastruc-
ture, such as jobs and economic
growth.”

 “This new law benefits fami-
lies, the environment and our
economy,” Asw. Stender said.
“Clean and safe drinking water is
vital to our quality-of-life and well-

being, and this initiative represents
another step in our commitment to
healthy families and strong com-
munities.”

 The bill provides $14.8 million
for the Linden Roselle Sewerage
Authority and $4 million for
Middlesex Water Co., among other
projects. The full project list can
be viewed at:
www.njleg.state.nj.us/2010/Bills/
A4500/4057_I1.HTM.

 Since its creation in 1985, the Trust
has provided low-cost financing for
the construction of environmental
infrastructure projects that enhance
and protect ground and surface water
resources, ensure the safety of drink-
ing water supplies and make possible
responsible and sustainable economic
development.

 The Trust has provided more than
$2 billion in loans to local govern-
ment units and some private water
companies to finance wastewater sys-
tems, combined sewer overflow
abatement, non-point source pollu-
tion control and safe drinking water
supplies.


