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All of our mattresses, including our Nirvana Latex line, can be custom built in any size or shape. Our inner-spring mattresses, 

including pillow-top are all made double-sided so that they can be flipped for maximum health and comfort. For the past 30 

years our company has strived to be one  that is easy to deal with, providing our customers with not only a great product but also 

with every aspect of the company.  

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Expires 8/31/11

$50 OFF 
any twin/full 

inner spring set
$499 or more

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Expires 8/31/11

$100 OFF 
any queen/king 
inner spring set
$799 or more  Not to be combined with other 

offers. Expires 8/31/11

$100 OFF 
any twin/full 

latex set
Not to be combined with other 

offers. Expires 8/31/11

$200 OFF 
any queen/king

latex set

Your Neighbors Are Sleeping Soundly.

Ron Shovlin, Owner

And here is what they are saying...

"My family has used the Mattress Factory for over 20 years. It is a family-run local business that 

distinguishes itself with outstanding service, exceptional products and competitive prices. Why buy an 

import from a stranger, when you can get a better mattress with great service from a neighbor & friend?

                                                                                                               - John Nichols

NIRVANA LATEX 2-SIDED INNER SPRING 

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WILD RIDE…Commuters return home Tuesday night at the Westfield Train
Station. Those working on Wall Street have been experiencing a wild ride on the
stock market with plunges of over 600 points on Monday and a rise of 430 on
Tuesday as the world reacts to the financial downgrade of the government’s debt.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GARWOOD CEREMONY...Mayor Pat Quattrocchi greets Karen Pipala Tues-
day night during the council meeting before swearing in Police Captain James
Pipala, promoted from lieutenant.

Photo courtesy of Greg Ryan
ROUGHING IT…Boy Scout Troop 77 from St. Paul’s Church in Westfield
remembered to bring along a copy of The Westfield Leader. The Scouts and leaders
were at Sabattis Adventure Camp in Long Lake, N.Y. from July 23-30. The scouts
learned to cook in the wild and clean to avoid bears.

Garwood Bulk Waste Pick Up
To Take Place Sept. 29-30
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Borough
Council voted Tuesday night on the
first reading to introduce the pilot
program for the bulk waste pick-up
this year. The pick-up for residents’
bulk waste will take place on Thurs-
day and Friday, September 29 and
30 and the deadline to register to
have bulk waste picked up is Thurs-
day, August 15.

The council did discuss moving
the deadline to Saturday, August 20,
but a decision was not publicly made.
The fee is $55 for a maximum of 750
pounds of bulk waste. Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma said to date about
100 homes have signed up for the
program. A public hearing on the
ordinance will take place at the next
council meeting on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 13.

Prior to the meeting, Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi swore in the
new police personnel. James Pipala
was appointed police captain from
lieutenant, serving just under 25
years on the Garwood police force.
Mario Morelli was named police
sergeant from patrolman, serving 21
years on the Garwood force. James
Wright was appointed Police Lieu-
tenant, Douglas Stoffer was ap-
pointed Police Lieutenant, Samuel
Rocco was promoted to police ser-
geant, and George Suggs and An-
drew Chuddy were appointed pro-
bationary patrolmen. Patrolman
Alexander Andersen has retired.

During the workshop meeting, the
council said they were in agreement
that they would like to accept the
donation of the Purple Heart monu-
ment offered by Anthony and Sal
LaFerrara. Council President Timo-
thy Hak said he suggested it be in-
stalled at the memorial park on the
corner of Walnut and 4th Avenues.

Also, in reference to an article in
The Star-Ledger, where it cited that
Garwood did not have a place allo-
cated for residents to go in the case
of an emergency, such as a heat
wave, Ms. Ariemma said that the

borough does make space for resi-
dents in emergency situations. She
said residents who need a place to go
should call Borough Hall or the po-
lice and they can direct residents
where to go. She said in the past that
the borough hall’s meeting room was
opened up for residents, and also the
firehouse. The library and school
are also other places that could po-
tentially be used as a shelter, she
said. She also said transportation to
a shelter can be made available.

A 9/11 memorial service will take
place on Sunday, September 11 at 6
p.m., Recreation Committee Chair-
man Sara Todisco said. Also, she
reported that the summer recreation
programs ended August 5 and had a
successful year. The senior dinner is
this Saturday at the Knights of Co-
lumbus from noon to 4 p.m. She said
65 seniors signed up and that the
recreation commission holds the din-
ner to show its appreciation for the
seniors.

Shared Services Committee Chair-
man Mathieu said he had spoken to
the county about the new dispatch
center in Westfield and that the bor-
ough council is welcome to tour the
facility. He said the dispatch center
has expanded its footprint and its
equipment. He said Fanwood had
signed a three-year contract that
started last year and that Fanwood is
claiming a $200,000 savings over
the three-year period by out-sourc-
ing its dispatch services to this facil-
ity. He said Fanwood’s contract in-
cludes an opt-out at any time clause.

Two items on the consent agenda
were opposed by Councilman
Mathieu, but passed by majority vote,
4-1. He opposed the authorization
of hiring Jonathan DeLia for a part-
time seasonal job to begin Thursday,
September 1 at the borough’s DPW.
Mr. Mathieu said he needed more
details on the budget and the length
of time this person will be on the job.

The Tuesday, August 23, council
meeting has been canceled and the
next regular meeting is Tuesday, Sep-
tember 13.

Charges Still Pending
Against Berman, Disko
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — On March 9,
Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) Business Administrator Rob-
ert Berman was charged with sec-
ond-degree bribery in association
with a bid-rigging scheme that al-
legedly dated back 10 years, but
has yet to be indicted.

As he was suspended pending the
investigation, Mr. Berman remains
on unpaid leave from the Westfield
Board of Education while Interim
Business Administrator Vincent
Yaniro is paid $650 per day, ac-
cording to BOE spokeswoman
Lorre Korecky.

Peter Aseltine, a spokesman in
the New Jersey Attorney General’s
Office, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Monday that,
“the original charges are still pend-
ing” and the investigation is ongo-
ing. He said that while he could not
comment further on this particular
case, generally speaking, cases are
either presented to a grand jury by
the Attorney’s General’s office for
indictment, or pre-indictment plea
arraignments are made.

At the time of his arrest, Mr.
Berman’s attorney, Blair Zwillman
of Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer,
told The Times, “He’s an honorable
man.” Mr. Zwillman declined to
comment for this article, stating
only that the matter is still pending.

According to the Attorney General’s
Office, Kenneth Disko of
Mountainside was charged with sub-
mitting quotes and estimates to the
three school districts, including Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Westfield, and
recommending approval of the
fraudulent bid contracts in exchange
for more than $80,000 in kickbacks
from contractors. Mr. Disko was

associated with M. Disko Associ-
ates of Kenilworth, but was no
longer employed there according to
a representative who answered the
phone shortly after the charges were
levied.

Also charged in the case are John
Sangiuliano, 56, of Scotch Plains,
co-owner of Metropolitan Metal
Window Company; Martin W. Starr
44, of Cliffwood Beach, owner of
Starr Contracting, and Stephen M.
Gallagher, 50, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of East Commercial Con-
struction and Tara Construction.

Mr. Starr and Mr. Gallagher were
arrested and held in the Union
County jail with bail set for each at
$50,000, while Mr. Disko, Mr.
Sangiuliano and Mr. Berman were
charged by complaint-summonses.

Mr. Starr and Mr. Gallagher were
released on bail from the jail on
March 9, according to the Union
County Department of Corrections.

Authorities charge that in bid-
ding one contract in the Westfield
schools, Mr. Disko told Mr.
Sangiuliano he would include the
replacement of seven windows in
the scope of work for the bidding
specifications, even though those
windows had been already replaced
by Mr. Sangiuliano. This allegedly
enabled Sangiuliano to bid lower
than other contractors, knowing he
would not have to replace the win-
dows. Metropolitan was awarded
the contract.

It is alleged the Mr. Berman ac-
cepted over $13,000 worth of win-
dow glass and doors installed at his
South Plainfield home by Metropoli-
tan from 2004 to 2008 in exchange
for making written recommendations
that the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion appoint the company as the “con-
tractor of record” for the district.

incinerator. Those towns that sign
extensions would see a drop in the fee
to $56.

“The shorter term is a good thing
from the towns perspective,” Mr.
Williams said. He said it is possible
that Summit might now sign the ex-
tension. “They had always said they
would do it, but for the long term
[contract] and now that’s been
solved.”

Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi said her borough coun-
cil agreed to the 2045 extension “at
the 11th hour.”

“I didn’t support them signing on
to it, but the council decided the sav-
ings over the short term was defi-
nitely beneficial to the municipality.
We weren’t happy with the length
because it was much too long. But
that’s what they (council) decided to
do and there was nothing I could do
about it,” Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Garwood Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said the borough averages
$100,000 for disposal fees at the in-
cinerator for 1,400 tons of solid waste
per year. She said Garwood’s tipping
fee at the burner has risen from $60 in
2006 to $68 in 2011.

Berkeley Heights, Clark, Fanwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Scotch Plains, and Westfield do not
offer municipal waste collection.
Residents in those towns pay private
haulers directly for garbage collec-
tion. Haulers collecting in these towns
are currently charged $97 per ton.
Mr. Williams said these towns would
have “to first take control of the waste
stream and provide for municipal col-
lection (within property taxes)” in
order to be able to sign contracts with
the UCUA and receive the lower tip-
ping fee.

Jerry Infantino of Westfield-based
Infantino Bros. said he paid $220,000
for 2,295 tons of waste disposed at
the burner in 2010, all of which was
generated in Westfield.

“If the law says you have to dump
there, why do you (towns) have to a

contract (with the UCUA)?” Mr.
Infantino asked. “I’m Ricky Ricardo,
explain it to me.”

Mr. Williams said the seven non-
contract towns would receive grants
from the UCUA equal to $3 per ton
based on the tonnage figures of waste
coming from each of these towns.
According to an economic review of
the initial Covanta contract exten-
sion prepared by Gabel Associates of
Highland Park, these seven towns
collectively average 155,000 tons of
waste per year.

Mr. Williams told The Leader that
the UCUA opted to have these grants
sent directly to the towns to be ap-
plied as “tax relief” instead of giving
it to the haulers to be passed on to
their customers. “Our experience has
been that they (haulers) never pass
the savings on to the homeowner,”
Mr. Williams said. “It’s (UCUA
grants) not a great impact, but it is a
savings, a legitimate savings on their
tax bill.”

UCUA comptroller Thomas
Brennan told The Times he was not
sure whether the tonnage for the
grants to non-contracts towns was to
be based on just residential waste, or
was to include commercial waste. He
said the bulk of the UCUA discus-
sions were held in executive session.

Towns signing extension agree-
ments with the UCUA would see the
most savings. Elizabeth is estimated
to see $700,000 in annual savings on
waste disposal, Linden, $155,000 and
Winfield, $10,000, according to esti-
mates in a Star Ledger story pub-
lished earlier this year.

In addition to the reduction in the
tipping fee, Rahway would receive a
$150,000 increase in its compensa-
tion to host the incinerator for a new
total of $1 million annually. Union
County would receive $2 million an-
nually to be applied as revenue to
offset taxes.

The incinerator burns 1,550 tons of
waste daily, which is converted to
electricity and sold. Per the agree-
ment, Union County is to receive 10
percent of that revenue come 2029.
Gabel Associates estimated that rev-
enue would equal $2.9 million per
year. The report stated that the UCRF
currently generates 300,000 mega
watt hours (mwh) of electricity annu-
ally.

The freeholders will be voting to
adopt the limited deficiency agreement
ordinance on Thursday, August 25.

“Essentially (limited deficiency
agreement) agrees that we (the
county) are going to deliver that waste
and that’s so we can market the bonds.
Most of the activity in terms of for-
mal government action is at the utili-
ties authority from this point for-
ward,” Mr. Williams said.

When asked of the impact the lim-
ited deficiency agreement has on
Union County, Mr. Williams re-
sponded, “The county is more di-
rectly involved than they were.”

“The county deficiency agreement
does provide for the county to backup
the transaction should there be some
default on the part of anybody’s abil-
ity to perform and that’s so we can
market the bonds,” Mr. Williams said.
The remaining debt on the incinera-
tor is $138 million.
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UCUA Incinerator Deal
period of silent reflection, and dur-
ing this time, members of the
Westfield Police Department, Fire
Department and Rescue Squad will
stand in vigil in Memorial Park to
commemorate the hours of the at-
tack.

At 1 p.m., Westfield will join ev-
ery town and city in the country
who, by an Act of Congress, have
been asked to observe a National
Moment of Remembrance.

Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-
N.J.) stated, “During the Moment
of Remembrance, each person
across the country is called upon to
stop and remember those we lost in
the September 11 attacks.”

At 6 p.m., there will be a public
Interfaith Commemoration Service
in Memorial Park. The service will
be attended by families and neigh-
bors of victims, and will include
musical and vocal interludes and a
candlelight tribute.

On Sunday, September 11, at 6
p.m., the Township of Scotch Plains
will dedicate its 9/11 Memorial on
the Alan Augustine Village Green
to honor both the victims and the
survivors.

On Sunday, September 11, Union
County will hold a ceremony at the
September 11 Memorial in Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside begin-
ning at 1 p.m.

In conjunction with the ceremony,
the New York Blood Center will
conduct a blood drive near the Me-
morial from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The names of the 60 Union
County residents who lost their lives
are etched into the memorial. The
memorial also honors all those af-
fected by the multiple attacks,
through design elements that in-
clude two girders from the World
Trade Center arranged within a five-
sided area representing the Penta-
gon, and an Eternal Flame repre-
senting those who died in Pennsyl-
vania.

The Eternal Flame also honors

the members of the Armed Services
and emergency responders.

In addition to the ceremony, Echo
Lake Park will host a display of 343
American flags from Friday, Sep-
tember 9, through Monday, Sep-
tember 12. The display is spon-
sored by the Union County Fire
Chiefs’ Association to memorialize
the 343 New York City firefighters
who perished at the World Trade
Center, and to honor the legacy of
service that all firefighters continue
to practice.

Summit will hold a 9/11 10th
Anniversary Remembrance on Sun-
day, September 11, at 3 p.m. at
Calvary Episcopal Church, 31
Woodland Avenue. The Summit
Chorale and Calvary Church choirs
will sing Mozart’s Requiem.

This event will be free to the
public although free-will donations
will benefit the victim’s families.
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9/11 Memorial

building.
Recreation Committee Chairman

Mike Szuch also said a 30- by 40-foot
pavilion would be built, featuring park
benches to accommodate approxi-
mately 50 kids. Everything from art
workshops to family gatherings and
picnics could be enjoyed there, he
said.

Mr. Szuch also expressed hope that
the borough’s former ice-skating rink
could be rehabilitated.

“I’m really happy about that,” Mr.
Szuch said. “That brings back memo-
ries (of my childhood), growing up in
Fanwood during the 1960s.”

In other news, Fannywood Day
will take place on Sunday, October 2.
New offerings will include carica-
ture drawings and a modern-car show,
featuring high-end vehicles.
Fanwood’s 5K will take place later in
the month, on Sunday, October 23.
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Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market
By Betsey Burgdorf


