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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEVER FORGET…Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, right, and Lisa Mohn, president of the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association, stand by a section of steel beam from the World Trade Center that the township will incorporate \intoits
9/11 Memorial being erected at the Alan Augustine Village Green.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SMOOTH OPERATOR...Scotch Plains’ summer road paving program started
on August 1. The Department of Public Works worked on a section of Rahway
Road between Fox Hill Lane and the Plainfield border, pictured, last week. The
entire paving program is expected to last into September.

Courtesy of Lisa Kane
MUY BIEN...Diez niños de Westfield en España! The Glenn, Kane, and Wheatley
children took a moment in front of Gaudi’s Sagrada Familia in Barcelona to catch
up on the news back home.

Fanwood Council Spurns Merger,
Suggests Shared Services

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr spoke of Courage to
Connect NJ’s efforts to force the
merger of Fanwood into Scotch Plains
at Tuesday night’s council meeting.

According to an editorial by the
group’s executive director, Gina
Genovese, appearing on
couragetoconnectnj.org, the organi-
zation aims to “end redundancy” in
New Jersey by consolidating munici-
palities and school districts. The or-
ganization envisions millions of dol-
lars in savings by consolidating the
566 municipalities and 591 school
districts into small “clusters.”

Since Scotch Plains and Fanwood
have a history of collaboration and
already share a school system, they
are on Courage to Connect NJ’s ra-
dar, and the organization has begun
gathering signatures in the local com-
munities.

Mayor Mahr said she “knows where
the group is coming from,” pointing

to “angst and anger over skyrocket-
ing property taxes,” but said she is not
advocating consolidation. She said
she is pushing for further shared ser-
vices, so the borough can “retain our
own identity.”

She did say that the borough “hears
the complaints...they don’t fall on
deaf ears,” but she feels that changes
can take effect quicker and have more
potency if addressed through shared
services.

The mayor updated the board and
residents about a few shared-services
opportunities that could arise shortly.
She said Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
the board of education are looking at
jointly going out to bid for solid-
waste removal. Also, she said Scotch
Plains is interested in entering into
the partnership between Fanwood and
the board of education on janitorial
services.

The mayor said serious discussions
are occurring on “co-mingling” ser-
vices such as police, the courts and
the construction office. The last meet-
ing centered on the courts and was
attended by both local judges and
representatives from state superior
court, who provided pros and cons to
consolidating this area.

The mayor also said there is a sense
of “cooperation” between the two
chiefs of police. She assured every-
one that “there is no predetermined

conclusion...And we are not looking
at abdicating the department. We’re
looking to see if the towns can have a
merged department but equal voices.”

Resident Joe Nagy took issue with
some wording on a tax bill recently
sent to borough residents. Specifi-
cally, he suggested that the borough
itemize how an annual average $9 tax
increase for local residents occurred.

“When you look at the individual
components, you get a much more
dramatic feel,” he said.

For the average taxpayer, he said,
the municipal budget went up $62.10.
The county budget rose $81.72, and
the school budget went down $134.78.

“That’s dramatic when you look at
it,” he said.

Councilman Robert Manduca said
the situation was “frustrating” and
“highlights something the council
needs to watch.” He said a borough
cannot just look at “one basket” of
savings; rather, the entire cost must
be considered, since “you have to pay
100 percent of your real-estate taxes.”

In separate business, the board re-
ported on a five-year recreation capi-
tal plan after receiving grant money
from Union County.

At LaGrande Park, the basketball
courts will be reworked, and a sun
shelter will be installed, in addition
to new asphalt placed near the main
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UCUA to Go Back to Towns
On Revised Incinerator Deal

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA - The Union County Utili-
ties Authority (UCUA) is in the pro-
cess of amending its plans for ex-
tending the lease with Covanta En-
ergy for operation of the county’s
solid waste to energy incinerator in
Rahway. The agreement, which was
to run through 2045, now would ex-
tend to 2031. The existing 25-year
contract signed in 1998 runs through
2023.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
took action on July 28 by introducing
a limited deficiency agreement with
regards to refinancing bonded debt
on the incinerator, which opened in
June 1994.

According to UCUA special coun-
sel Jonathan Williams, the main stick-
ing point with the New Jersey De-
partments of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) and Consumer Affairs
(DCA) has been the length of the
contract.

“We’ve always known that it was
an issue as to whether or not state
procurement law [would allow you
to] go out with that long of an exten-
sion. The reason that we tried was
because there was a lot more ability
to get from Covanta some of benefits
that we currently don’t see under our
current contract with them,” Mr. Wil-
liams told The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Times during a phone inter-
view on Thursday. “But in discus-
sions with the DEP and with the
Department of Community Affairs,
everyone came to the conclusion that
it would be better to have a shorter
term so we have voluntarily reduced
the term to 2031.”

Mr. Williams said Covanta has
agreed through negotiations to many
of the same “benefits” of the origi-
nally negotiated lease extension.
Chief among them is a $12 per ton
reduction in the solid waste tipping
fee charged to municipalities that have
contracts with the UCUA to dump at
the burner and which agreed to the
extension.

Towns with existing contracts
through 2023 are: Elizabeth,
Cranford, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Linden, Plainfield,
Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Summit, Union, and
Winfield. Mr. Williams said all but
Summit had agreed to extend their
contracts through 2045.

He said the UCUA would now be
going back to all those towns to try
and get them to agree to extend their
contracts through 2031. These towns,
which include waste disposal for resi-
dents as a municipal service paid
through property taxes, are currently
charged $68 per ton to dump at the
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Scotch Plains and Region Prepare
For Tenth Anniversary of 9/11

By BETSEY BURGDORF and
PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Scotch Plains and other
towns throughout the area are pre-
paring for the 10th anniversary of
the September 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks. Plans to commemorate the
anniversary have been announced.

On Sunday, September 11, at 6
p.m., the Township of Scotch Plains
will dedicate its 9/11 Memorial on
the Alan Augustine Village Green
to honor both the victims and the
survivors.

The monument will include a 10-
foot section of steel beam recov-
ered from the World Trade Center
and three benches in memory of
Scotch Plains residents Mark

Rothenberg, James Walsh and Mat-
thew Horning, who lost their lives
on September 11, 2001.

The steel beam was presented to
the Township by Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey Com-
missioner Anthony Sartor on April
30 and is currently being stored at
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.
Mr. Sartor will also be included in
the dedication ceremony on Sep-
tember 11.

Mayor Nancy Malool told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the 9/11 Memorial committee de-
signed the monument to represent
the World Trade Center, the Penta-
gon and Flight 93, which crashed in
a field in Pennsylvania, as well as
the three Scotch Plains residents.

The beam, which will be placed
horizontally on the site, will be
flanked on either end by two spot-
lights that will shine towards the
sky, reminiscent of the Twin Tow-
ers.

A Pentagon shaped stone will be
placed near the center of the beam
and will include grains of wheat to
signify the field, the final resting
place of Mr. Rothenberg, who was
a passenger on Flight 93.

“I hope it [the monument] really
honors the people that passed away,
not only those from Scotch Plains,
but the 3,000 other people. We re-
ally want to honor the police,
firefighters, rescue workers and oth-
ers that died that day,” Mayor
Malool said.

The committee is accepting do-
nations and has already raised
$11,000 for the construction of the
monument. “Our goal is to raise
$20,000,” Mayor Malool told The
Times. “That would enable us to
pay for what we have to pay for, as
well as have money to maintain the
monument.”

Mayor Malool stated she is grate-
ful for those who have donated their
time and materials including Ralph
and Guy Checchio, Weldon Con-
crete, Pat Bartell and Tom Donatelli,
as well as others who have made
significant contributions to the con-
struction of the monument.

For more information, or to do-
nate visit
ScotchPlains911Memorial.com.

Westfield will begin its ceremo-
nies on Saturday, September 10,
with a special 10th Anniversary
Commemoration Concert per-
formed by the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra at 8 p.m. at The Presbyte-
rian Church of Westfield. The pro-
gram of classical music is called
America The Brave.

“It is our collective hope that this
moving musical tribute will cel-
ebrate the fortitude, bravery and
resilience of the American people,”
said Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra Maestro David Wroe.

On Sunday, September 11, com-
memoration events will take place
at the September 11, 2001 Memo-
rial Park located at the intersection
of North Avenue and Broad Street.
From 8 to 10 a.m., there will be a
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Archive 2008-10-09 by Debbie Hoffman for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRASH TO CASH...Recycling is a way of life at the Fanwood Recycling Center
where volunteers and residents make it one of the most successful programs in the
state.

Fluorescent Bulb Recycling
For Residents Starts 8/20

FANWOOD - The Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Recycling Association an-
nounced August 5 that a new program
to recycle fluorescent light bulbs will
begin on Saturday, August 20.
Homeowners and renters in Fanwood,
Scotch Plains, Westfield, Plainfield,
Mountainside, Cranford and Garwood
can bring used bulbs to the Recycling
Center on North Avenue in Fanwood.
The program is being initiated by a
grant from Union County.

Home Depot of Watchung Square
Mall will recycle the collected bulbs
through their own Hazardous Waste
Program. Tubular fluorescent bulbs,
both eight and four feet in length, and
compact fluorescent bulbs will be
accepted. No broken bulbs will be
accepted at any time.

Recycling Site Manager Alan
Ebersole explained that while more
energy efficient than standard incan-
descent light bulbs, fluorescent light
bulbs contain mercury and therefore

should not be thrown into the regular
trash. This new program provides a
means for residents to immediately
dispose of any used bulbs, rather than
having to store them for the desig-
nated Recycling Days held by the
county.

The Recycling Center is open on
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. In addition to fluores-
cent light bulbs, the center recycles
aluminum, plastics, glass bottles,
cardboard, mixed paper, textiles, light
metal, white goods, books and printer
cartridges. The Center also accepts
electronic devices, such as comput-
ers, televisions, printers, etc. The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling
Association is an all-volunteer com-
munity organization dedicated to
community service and a clean envi-
ronment.

For more information, please con-
tact Alan Ebersole at  (908) 889-
8347.


