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All of our mattresses, including our Nirvana Latex line, can be custom built in any size or shape. Our inner-spring mattresses, 

including pillow-top are all made double-sided so that they can be flipped for maximum health and comfort. For the past 30 

years our company has strived to be one  that is easy to deal with, providing our customers with not only a great product but also 

with every aspect of the company.  

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Expires 8/31/11

$50 OFF 
any twin/full 

inner spring set
$499 or more

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Expires 8/31/11

$100 OFF 
any queen/king 
inner spring set
$799 or more  Not to be combined with other 

offers. Expires 8/31/11

$100 OFF 
any twin/full 

latex set
Not to be combined with other 

offers. Expires 8/31/11

$200 OFF 
any queen/king

latex set

Your Neighbors Are Sleeping Soundly.

Ron Shovlin, Owner

And here is what they are saying...

"My family has used the Mattress Factory for over 20 years. It is a family-run local business that 

distinguishes itself with outstanding service, exceptional products and competitive prices. Why buy an 

import from a stranger, when you can get a better mattress with great service from a neighbor & friend?

                                                                                                               - John Nichols

NIRVANA LATEX 2-SIDED INNER SPRING 

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GARWOOD CEREMONY...Mayor Pat Quattrocchi greets Karen Pipala Tues-
day night during the council meeting before swearing in Police Captain James
Pipala, promoted from lieutenant.

Photo courtesy of Greg Ryan
ROUGHING IT…Boy Scout Troop 77 from St. Paul’s Church in Westfield
remembered to bring along a copy of The Westfield Leader. The Scouts and leaders
were at Sabattis Adventure Camp in Long Lake, N.Y. from July 23-30. The scouts
learned to cook in the wild and clean to avoid bears.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
NEVER FORGET…Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, right, and Lisa Mohn,
President of the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association, stand by a
section  of  steel beam from the World Trade Center that the township will incorporate
into its 9/11 Memorial being erected at the Alan Augustine Village Green.

NEW OFFICERS...Toastmasters of Westfield elected new officers for the coming
year. Pictured, left to right, are: Oscar Ocasio, secretary; Robin Patrick, past
president; Vijaiyanand Prasad, treasurer; Angela Chester, public relations;
Anne Goldman Baker, president; Judith Farrell, membership; and Michael
Alfano, education. For story, please see page 5.
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Fanwood Spurns Merging Garwood Bulk Waste Pick Up
To Take Place September 29, 30
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Incinerator Deal
do and there was nothing I could do
about it,” Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Garwood Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said the borough averages
$100,000 for disposal fees at the in-
cinerator for 1,400 tons of solid waste
per year. She said Garwood’s tipping
fee at the burner has risen from $60 in
2006 to $68 in 2011.

Berkeley Heights, Clark, Fanwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Scotch Plains and Westfield do not
offer municipal waste collection.
Residents there pay private haulers
for garbage collection. Haulers col-
lecting in these towns are charged
$97 per ton. Mr. Williams said these
towns would have “to first take con-
trol of the waste stream and provide
for municipal collection (within prop-
erty taxes)” in order to be able to sign
contracts with the UCUA and receive
the lower tipping fee.

Jerry Infantino of Westfield-based
Infantino Bros. said he paid $220,000
for 2,295 tons of waste disposed at
the burner in 2010, all of which was
generated in Westfield.

“If the law says you have to dump
there, why do you (towns) have to
have a contract (with the UCUA)?”
Mr. Infantino asked. “I’m Ricky
Ricardo, explain it to me.”

Mr. Williams said the seven non-
contract towns would receive grants
from the UCUA equal to $3 per ton
based on the tonnage figures of waste
coming from each of these towns.
According to an economic review of
the initial Covanta contract exten-
sion prepared by Gabel Associates of
Highland Park, these seven towns
collectively average 155,000 tons of
waste per year.

Mr. Williams told The Leader that
the UCUA opted to have these grants
sent directly to the towns to be ap-
plied as “tax relief” instead of giving
it to the haulers to be passed on to
their customers. “Our experience has
been that they (haulers) never pass
the savings on to the homeowner,”
Mr. Williams said. “It’s (UCUA
grants) not a great impact, but it is a
savings, a legitimate savings on their

ber 12. The display is sponsored by
the Union County Fire Chiefs’ Asso-
ciation to memorialize the 343 New
York City firefighters who perished
at the World Trade Center, and to
honor the legacy of service that all
firefighters continue to practice.

Summit will hold a 9/11 10th An-
niversary Remembrance on Sunday,
September 11, at 3 p.m. at Calvary
Episcopal Church, 31 Woodland Av-
enue. The Summit Chorale and Cal-
vary Church choirs will sing Mozart’s
Requiem.

This event will be free to the public
although free-will donations will ben-
efit the victim’s families.
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tax bill.”
UCUA comptroller Thomas

Brennan told The Leader he was not
sure whether the tonnage for the
grants to non-contracts towns was to
be based on just residential waste, or
was to include commercial waste. He
said the bulk of the UCUA discus-
sions were held in executive session.

Towns signing extension agree-
ments with the UCUA would see the
most savings. Elizabeth is estimated
to see $700,000 in annual savings on
waste disposal, Linden, $155,000 and
Winfield, $10,000, according to esti-
mates in a Star-Ledger story pub-
lished earlier this year.

In addition to the tipping fee reduc-
tion, Rahway would receive a
$150,000 increase in compensation
for hosting the incinerator to total $1
million annually. The county would
receive $2 million annually.

The incinerator burns 1,550 tons of
waste daily, which is converted to
electricity. Per the agreement, Union
County is to receive 10 percent of
that revenue come 2029. Gabel Assoc.
estimated that revenue would equal
$2.9 million per year. The report stated
that UCRF generates 300,000 mega-
watt hours (mwh) annually.

The freeholders will vote on the
limited deficiency agreement ordi-
nance on Thursday, August 25.

“Essentially (limited deficiency
agreement) agrees that we (the
county) are going to deliver that waste
and that’s so we can market the bonds.
Most of the activity in terms of for-
mal government action is at the utili-
ties authority from this point for-
ward,” Mr. Williams said.

When asked of the impact the agree-
ment has on Union County, Mr. Wil-
liams responded, “The county is more
directly involved than they were.”

“The county deficiency agreement
does provide for the county to backup
the transaction should there be some
default on the part of anybody’s abil-
ity to perform and that’s so we can
market the bonds,” Mr. Williams said.
The remaining debt on the incinera-
tor is $138 million.

Charges Still Pending
Against Berman, Disko

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — On March 9
Westfield Board of Education Busi-
ness Administrator Robert Berman
was charged with second-degree brib-
ery in association with a bid-rigging
scheme that allegedly dated back 10
years, but has yet to be indicted.

As he was suspended pending the
investigation, Mr. Berman remains
on unpaid leave from the Westfield
Board of Education while Interim
Business Administrator Vincent
Yaniro is paid $650 per day, accord-
ing to BOE spokeswoman Lorre
Korecky.

Peter Aseltine, a spokesman in the
New Jersey Attorney General’s Of-
fice, told The Westfield Leader on
Monday that, “the original charges
are still pending” and the investiga-
tion is ongoing. He said that while he
could not comment further on this
particular case, generally speaking,
cases are either presented to a grand
jury by the Attorney’s General’s of-
fice for indictment or pre-indictment
plea arraignments are made.

At the time of his arrest Mr.
Berman’s attorney, Blair Zwillman of
Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer, told
The Westfield Leader, “He’s an honor-
able man.” Mr. Zwillman declined to
comment for this article, stating only
that the matter is still pending.

According to the Attorney
General’s Office, Kenneth Disko of
Mountainside was charged with sub-
mitting quotes and estimates to the
three school districts including
Westfield and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and recommending approval of the
fraudulent bid contracts in exchange
for more than $80,000 in kickbacks
from contractors. Mr. Disko was as-
sociated with M. Disko Associates of
Kenilworth, but was no longer em-
ployed there according to a represen-
tative who answered the phone shortly
after the charges were levied.

Also charged in the case are John
Sangiuliano, 56, of Scotch Plains,
co-owner of Metropolitan Metal Win-
dow Company; Martin W. Starr 44,
of Cliffwood Beach, owner of Starr
Contracting, and Stephen M.
Gallagher, 50, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of East Commercial Construc-
tion and Tara Construction.

Mr. Starr and Mr. Gallagher were
arrested and held in the Union County
jail with bail set for each at $50,000,
while Mr. Disko, Mr. Sangiuliano
and Mr. Berman were charged by
complaint-summonses.

Mr. Starr and Mr. Gallagher were
released on bail from the jail March
9, according to the Union County
Department of Corrections.

Authorities charge that in bidding
one contract in the Westfield schools,
Mr. Disko told Mr. Sangiuliano he
would include the replacement of
seven windows in the scope of work
for the bidding specifications, even
though those windows had been al-
ready replaced by Mr. Sangiuliano.
This allegedly enabled Sangiuliano
to bid lower than other contractors,
knowing he would not have to re-
place the windows. Metropolitan was
awarded the contract.

It is alleged the Mr. Berman ac-
cepted over $13,000 worth of win-
dow glass and doors installed at his
South Plainfield home by Metropoli-
tan from 2004 to 2008 in exchange
for making written recommendations
that the Westfield BOE appoint the
company as the “contractor of record”
for the district.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Borough Council
voted Tuesday night on the first reading
to introduce the pilot program for the
bulk waste pick-up this year. The pick-up
for residents’ bulk waste will take place
on Thursday and Friday, September 29
and 30 and the deadline to register to have
bulk waste picked up is Thursday, Au-
gust 15.

The council did discuss moving the
deadline to Saturday, August 20, but a
decision was not publicly made. The fee
is $55 for a maximum of 750 pounds of
bulk waste. Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said to date about 100 homes
have signed up for the program. A public
hearing on the ordinance will take place
at the next council meeting on Tuesday,
September 13.

Councilman James Mathieu said he
had concerns with Garwood Borough
Department of Public Works personnel
performing the actual duties of picking
up and disposing of the waste, citing
issues with potential workers compensa-
tion claims, liability, overtime wages and
the wear and tear on the borough trucks.

Ms. Ariemma said there would be no
overtime allocated to the bulk waste pick
up and that the old trucks, not the new
truck, would be used to pick up and
dispose of the bulk waste.

Prior to the meeting, Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi swore in the new police per-
sonnel. James Pipala was appointed po-
lice captain from lieutenant, serving just
under 25 years on the Garwood police
force. Mario Morelli was named police
sergeant from patrolman, serving 21 years
on the Garwood force. James Wright was
appointed Police Lieutenant, Douglas
Stoffer was appointed police lieutenant,
Samuel Rocco was promoted to police
sergeant, and George Suggs and Andrew
Chuddy were appointed probationary
patrolmen. Patrolman Alexander
Andersen has retired.

During the workshop meeting, the
council said they were in agreement that
they would like to accept the donation of
the Purple Heart monument offered by
Anthony and Sal LaFerrara. Council
President Timothy Hak said he suggested
it be installed at the memorial park on the
corner of Walnut and 4th Avenues.

Also, in reference to an article in The
Star-Ledger, where it cited that Garwood
did not have a place allocated for resi-

dents to go in the case of an emergency,
such as a heat wave, Ms. Ariemma said
that the borough does make space for
residents in emergency situations. She
said residents who need a place to go
should call Borough Hall or the police
and they can direct residents where to go.
She said in the past that the borough hall’s
meeting room was opened up for resi-
dents, and also the firehouse. The library
and school are also other places that could
potentially be used as a shelter, she said.
She also said transportation to a shelter
can be made available.

During the regular meeting, the coun-
cil moved on first reading to introduce an
ordinance to establish restricted handi-
capped parking at 204 Fourth Avenue.
The public hearing will be Tuesday, Sep-
tember 13.

Council Finance Committee Chairman
Mathieu said collections are running
$110,000 ahead over last year.

A 9/11 memorial service will take place
on Sunday, September 11 at 6 p.m., Rec-
reation Committee Chairman Sara
Todisco said. Also, she reported that the
summer recreation programs ended Au-
gust 5 and had a successful year. The
senior dinner is this Saturday at the
Knights of Columbus from noon to 4 p.m.
She said 65 seniors signed up and that the
recreation commission holds the dinner
to show its appreciation for the seniors.

Shared Services Committee Chairman
Mathieu said he had spoken to the county
about the new dispatch center in Westfield
and that the borough council is welcome
to tour the facility. He said the dispatch
center has expanded its footprint and its
equipment. He said Fanwood had signed
a three-year contract that started last year
and that Fanwood is claiming a $200,000
savings over the three-year period by
outsourcing its dispatch services to this
facility. He said Fanwood’s contract in-
cludes an opt-out at any time clause.

Two items on the consent agenda were
opposed by Councilman Mathieu, but
passed by majority vote, 4-1. He opposed
the authorization of hiring Jonathan DeLia
for a part-time seasonal job to begin Thurs-
day, September 1 at the borough’s DPW.
Mr. Mathieu said he needed more details
on the budget and the length of time this
person will be on the job.

Ms. Ariemma said Mr. DeLia’s wage
is $9 per hour and he will work a 40-hour
work week. “He is budgeted for,” Coun-
cilman Hak added.

Mr. Mathieu also opposed the imple-
mentation of an ordinance that sets the
salary for an administrative position to
settle paperwork for shade tree work.
Mayor Quattrocchi told The Westfield
Leader that Ms. Ariemma performs these
duties now after a dedicated position was
eliminated, and she is paid a stipend of
$4,500. Mr. Mathieu said he believes this
position is not necessary.

The Tuesday, August 23 council meet-
ing has been canceled and the next regu-
lar meeting is Tuesday, September 13.

Ferraro’s Application
To be Heard by

Westfield Planning Bd.
August 18

WESTFIELD –The Planning
Board of the Town of Westfield will
hold a special meeting at 7:30 p.m.
on Thursday, August 18, in the coun-
cil chambers in the municipal build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street to hear
and decide upon the application sub-
mitted by Palmiro Ferraro, Inc., 14
Elm Street, Block 3116, Lots 2 and
3.

Formal action may be taken. The
applicant is seeking preliminary and
final major site plan approval with c
variance relief to construct a three -
story building for use as a restaurant.
The applicant is seeking variance re-
lief for parking, signage and rear yard
setback. Variances, waivers or ex-
ceptions from certain site plan details
or relief from requirements may be
sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in
the office of the Town Engineer, 959
North Avenue West, Westfield, and
may be seen Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

consolidating this area.
The mayor also said there is a sense

of “cooperation” between the two
chiefs of police. She assured every-
one that “there is no predetermined
conclusion...And we are not looking
at abdicating the department. We’re
looking to see if the towns can have a
merged department but equal voices.”

Resident Joe Nagy took issue with
some wording on a tax bill recently
sent to borough residents. Specifi-
cally, he suggested that the borough
itemize how an annual average $9 tax
increase for local residents occurred.

“When you look at the individual
components, you get a much more
dramatic feel,” he said.

For the average taxpayer, he said,
the municipal budget went up $62.10.
The county budget raised $81.72, and
the school budget went down $134.78.

“That’s dramatic when you look at
it,” he said.

Councilman Robert Manduca said
the situation was “frustrating” and
“highlights something the council
needs to watch.” He said a borough
cannot just look at “one basket” of
savings; rather, the entire cost must
be considered, since “you have to pay

100 percent of your real-estate taxes.”
In separate business, the board re-

ported on a five-year recreation capi-
tal plan after receiving grant money
from Union County.

At LaGrande Park, the basketball
courts will be reworked, and a sun
shelter will be installed, in addition
to new asphalt placed near the main
building.

Recreation Committee Chairman
Mike Szuch also said a 30- by 40-foot
pavilion would be built, featuring park
benches to accommodate approxi-
mately 50 kids. Everything from art
workshops to family gatherings and
picnics could be enjoyed there, he said.

Mr. Szuch also expressed hope that
the borough’s former ice-skating rink
could be rehabilitated.

“I’m really happy about that,” Mr.
Szuch said. “That brings back memo-
ries (of my childhood), growing up in
Fanwood during the 1960s.”

In other news, Fannywood Day
will take place on Sunday, October 2.
New offerings will include carica-
ture drawings and a modern-car show,
featuring high-end vehicles.
Fanwood’s 5K will take place later in
the month, on Sunday, October 23.


