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Bouras Gallery to Exhibit
Sean Bani Photographs

SUMMIT – Sean Bani of Summit
will exhibit at the Bouras Galleries
during the months of July and Au-
gust. The Galleries are open to the
public.

Sean was born and raised in Sum-
mit. He attended Duke University
and graduated in 2009. He began
traveling extensively while in col-
lege and upon graduation. He cur-
rently works for a consulting firm in
New York, but maintains his passion
for photography and traveling.

The theme in this exhibit is inter-
national travel. Sean displays a wide
range of photography focusing on
individuals and portraits, exotic land-

Sean Bani  — Italy

Sean Bani  — Sydney, Australia

Young Musicians to Rock
Union County MusicFest

CLARK – Along with top musical
artists from around the country, this
year’s free Union County MusicFest
presented by Overlook Medical Center
will feature performances by area mu-
sicians from School of Rock music
schools. School of Rock has ten loca-
tions in New Jersey for musicians of all
ages.

MusicFest caps off Union County’s
summer-long series of free outdoor
concerts. Five days of free MusicFest

shows will run concurrently with the
Union County Fair at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark, starting on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 14 and ending on Sunday, Sep-
tember 18.

School of Rock emerging bands will
take the stage on Friday, September 16,
and the School of Rock All Stars will
back up Mike Peters, frontman of The
Alarm, on Saturday, September 17.

On Sunday, September 18, School
of Rock will perform a Springsteen
tribute as part of New Jersey Family
Day sponsored by Kean University.
Family Day celebrates the New Jersey
music scene with the Smithereens and
a full lineup of bands from all across the
state, headlined by Southside Johnny
and the Asbury Jukes.

MusicFest will also once again fea-
ture local bands throughout the event,
from Wednesday through Sunday, on
the C Stage sponsored by The Cross-
roads of Garwood.

Previously announced main-stage
performer Blondie is confirmed for
MusicFest on Saturday night, and Col-
lective Soul will headline on Friday
night.

For continuous MusicFest updates
visit theucfair.org, ucmusicfest.org,
and facebook.com/musicfest, or fol-
low on Twitter, ucnjmusicfest.

Prospective MusicFest sponsors
can contact Cherron Rountree, Di-
rector, Union County Division of In-
tergovernmental Policy and Planning,
(908) 527-4200 or
crountree@ucnj.org.

scapes, wildlife, and a mix of sce-
narios encountered on the road. Pho-
tos included were taken in: Egypt,
Lebanon, Thailand, Australia, New
Zealand, Croatia, Spain, Ireland, Italy,
Panama, among others.

Bouras Galleries is in the Bouras
Properties building conveniently lo-
cated in downtown Summit at 25
Deforest Avenue. Sean has marketed
his work at a reasonable price point to
achieve his goal of making his work
available to a broad audience. A por-
tion of the sales of artwork benefits
Overlook Hospital.

For an appointment, please call
Linda Cole at (908) 277-6054.

Free Concert by Almost
Queen at Oak Ridge Park

CLARK – The Union County Sum-
mer Arts Festival concert series con-
tinues its 51st season of music on
Wednesday, August 17, with an
evening of music performed by Al-
most Queen. The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, led by
Chairman Deborah P. Scanlon, in-
vites the public to attend this free
concert that begins at 7:30 p.m. at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

Almost Queen blends the vocal
layering and precision that is a signa-
ture of the band with the energy and
spectacle of a live Queen concert.
The band can boast an unbroken string
of sold out shows from New York to
San Diego, while headlining major
rock festivals here and abroad. Lead
singer Joseph Russo (as Freddie
Mercury) is a Broadway stage vet-
eran who has toured throughout the
world. He and the other Almost Queen
members – Steve Leonard, John
Cappadona, and Randy Gregg – flex
all of their musical chops in proudly
presenting the penultimate live Queen
concert.

The Union County information van

will be at the concert site with per-
sonnel from the Office of the Union
County Clerk along with other knowl-
edgeable Union County staff to an-
swer questions and offer information
about interesting programs and rec-
reational activities that are available
to Union County residents.

Admission to the August 17 con-
cert by Almost Queen is free of charge.
Sponsored by Union Center National
Bank and the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, the Summer Arts
Festival concerts continue through
August on Wednesday evenings be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. The remaining
concerts in the series will be held at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark and at Echo
Lake Park on the Mountainside-
Westfield border. Lawn chairs, blan-
kets and picnic baskets are encour-
aged. Refreshments and snacks will
be available from vendors.

For rain information call the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 558-
4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of the
scheduled concert, or visit the Union
County web site www.ucnj.org.

FAUX ROYALTY...Almost Queen will perform at the Union County Summer
Arts Festival concert series  on Wednesday, August 17, at 7:30 p.m. at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark.

Stand Up Comics to  Perform at
Rialto Theater

Paper Mill Playhouse
Seeks Lobby Volunteers

MILLBURN - Paper Mill Play-
house is seeking lobby volunteers to
assist house management during per-
formances. Lobby volunteers should
have a pleasant demeanor and enjoy
assisting guests during their time at
the theater. Volunteers greet and help
seat patrons, hand out and add mate-
rial to programs, direct customers to
front of house facilities, such as con-
cessions, box office, art gallery, and
infrared headset devices.

Lobby volunteers need to arrive at
least 45 minutes prior to a perfor-
mance. Volunteers would remain at
Paper Mill Playhouse through the
start of the performance and are wel-
come to stay and watch the show.
Lobby volunteers must be at least
sixteen-years-old, have the ability to
stand for one-hour and walk up and
down stairs.

Anyone interested in becoming a
Paper Mill Playhouse Lobby Volun-
teer should send an email to
bfergus@papermill.org or visit Pa-
per Mill Playhouse’s website at
www.papermill.org for more infor-
mation.

WESTFIELD – The next
Digiplex New York Comedy Se-
ries at the Rialto Theater will be
Tuesday, August 23, from 10  -
11:30 p.m.

Presented by Sandy Marks and
several other well know New York
City comics, this live show is the

fourth in a five night series. Due
to mature themes and language,
no one under 17 will be admitted
without parents or guardian.

Tickets are $20 and can be
purchased at the box office. The
final show in the series will be
Thursday, September 22.

Moderne Academie of Fine
Arts Celebrates 42 Years

Trailside Nature Walks
And Meditation

MOUNTAINSIDE– The
Watchung Reservation is the perfect
setting for adults to enjoy a tranquil
evening in a Nature Walk and Guided
Meditation Program being offered
on two evenings in August at Trailside
Nature and Science Center.

Adults, 18 and older, are invited to
join a naturalist on a walk in the
Watchung Reservation to experience
the sights and sounds of a summer
evening and then return to the
Trailside Visitor Center for a relaxing
guided meditation session. This pro-
gram is being offered on two con-
secutive Wednesdays, August 17 and
24, from 7:15 – 8:45 p.m. Each ses-
sion is $12 per person for Union
County residents and $15 per person
for out-of-county residents. Partici-
pants are welcome to attend one class
or both.

Participants will be treated to a
guided tour of the picturesque
Watchung Reservation and then be
instructed in various meditation tech-
niques that are devised to promote
physical and emotional well-being.
Guided visualizations will be used to
help participants learn how to relieve
the tension and stresses of everyday
life.

For information on the August ses-
sions of the Adult Evening Nature
Walk and Guided Meditation Pro-
gram, or for information on any other
programs or upcoming events at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
www.ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center is located at
452 New Providence Road and is a
service of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

SCOTCH PLAINS - Even after
forty-two years of teaching, Helen
Watts’ dancers are still trying to
keep up with her. Ask any one of her
students at the Moderne Academie
of Fine Arts and they will tell you
“Miss Helen” has a lot of energy.”

A true small business person,
Watts does everything herself from
the dancing to the paperwork to the
vacuuming. She says she finds sit-
ting still very difficult.

Watts began dancing at the age of
four and she was lucky to find her
passion early, though she will ad-
mit that she does not feel she had
any natural ability for the craft but
achieved success through training
and hard work. This is hard to be-
lieve given all she has accomplished.

Watts studied dance throughout
high school and performed yearly
in a teen talent show called Tony
Grant Stars of Tomorrow on the
famous Steel Pier in Atlantic City.
It was here she met and later mar-
ried another young performer, a
drummer named Robert who be-
came her husband of forty years.

After high school, Watts gradu-
ated from Sullens College with a
degree in dance. Prepared to return
to the bank where she had been
working on summer breaks, her fa-
ther encouraged her to open her
own studio instead. According to
Watts she was never good at bank
work anyway and when her drawer
came up short she would dig into
her own pocket to make up the dif-
ference.

She was awarded Scotch Plains
Business Person of the Year by the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association. This was no
small feat considering that when
she opened her studio in 1969,
women were not allowed to take
out a loan. A few years ago she
added a computer to her business
and now alumni keep in touch via
Facebook.

Thousands of students have at-
tended the Moderne Academie over
the years, many of them enjoying
friendships cultivated here so much
that they return either as teachers or
as parents to their own young danc-
ers. Graduates have gone on to
dance professionally as Rockettes,
Broadway performers, movement
therapists and members of dance
companies.

The Moderne Acadmie of Fine
Arts offers classes in ballet, tap,
jazz, lyrical, contemporary, point,
acrobatics and hip hop. The

children’s classes are fun and cre-
ative. The more serious student has
the opportunity for dance scholar-
ships, dance workshops, and dance
exams.

If you would like more informa-
tion about this topic please contact
Rae Watts at (908) 686-9177 or
email Rae at
raewatts@hotmail.com.

Helen Watts


