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BONE APART…Students in the Yoga class at the 2011 Westfield Summer
Workshop (WSW) had a visit from Mr. Bone Apart Jr., when they participated
in an anatomy lesson regarding yoga postures they are studying in their class.
Yoga is one of the classes in the Dance and Movement Department of the WSW
program, now in its 40th season.

LUCKY DAY… Four students from the 2011 Westfield Summer Workshop,
Monica Zhang, Wyatt Zara, Charlotte Loxley and Thomas Pugliese, were
selected at random to receive a $400 tuition reimbursement for this year’s
program. The raffle was held to commemorate the 40th time the doors of the
WSW were opened. The program, which concludes on July 29 at Edison Interme-
diate School, Westfield, is a division of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, 150-
152 East Broad Street, Westfield.

Pineda Conservatory
Announces Open Registration

CRANFORD - The Pineda Con-
servatory announces open registra-
tion for private voice lessons and
musical theatre classes. Auditions
are also being held for the intensive
high school musical theatre class
and Pineda Lyric Opera Young Art-
ist Opera.

The voice studio of the Pineda
Conservatory announces limited
spots available for the fall semester
and August registration is encour-
aged.

At Pineda Conservatory, empha-
sis is placed on developing proper
vocal technique in order to provide
a healthy, well-produced sound re-
gardless of the musical style or per-
formance medium. Emphasis is also
placed on improving performance
practices and building poise and
self-confidence. Students are en-
couraged to audition and partici-
pate in appropriate performance op-
portunities in the community.

Many students go on to attend the
nation’s leading conservatories and
theatre programs. Pineda Conser-
vatory voice teachers are NATS (Na-
tional Association of Teachers of
Singing) certified. Collectively, the
Pineda Conservatory faculty has
performed on Broadway, off-Broad-
way and Regionally, on opera stages
around the country, on concert
stages with symphony orchestras
as well as rock bands and in inti-
mate clubs and cabaret rooms.

This year, the Pineda Conserva-
tory also offers group voice lessons
for young beginners in grades two
through six. This is a great intro-
ductory class for the first timer won-
dering whether to pursue private
lessons. This class is offered on

Wednesday’s at 3:45 p.m.
Musical Theatre classes are also

offered for beginners on Wednesday
at 4:45 p.m. and Saturday’s at 9 a.m.
For intermediate students in seventh
and eighth grade classes are offered
on Saturday’s at 10:30 a.m.

Class for high school age stu-
dents will held on Thursday’s at
7:30 and placement is by competi-
tive auditions. This class performs
several times during the fall and
winter semester. Students should
prepare a one-minute monologue
and two musical theatre selection
(16 bars). For an audition appoint-
ment please email
pinedaconservatory@comcast.net.

The Pineda Lyric Opera Young
Artist also announce September au-
ditions for a December 3-4, pro-
duction of Pirates of Penzance. All
roles open. Students wishing to au-
dition should e-mail
pinedalyric@comcast.net

Most classes are held at the
Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre in
Cranford. Private voice lessons and
some classes are held in Scotch
Plains. For more info please visit
our website
www.pinedaconservatory.com or
call (908) 731-1377.

OUTSTANDING…Westfield High School received Best Overall Production
award recognizing For Whom the Southern Bell Tolls. Individual awards in-
cluded, pictured, left to right, front row, Colleen McCabe (Outstanding Perfor-
mance by an Actress); Rebecca Skowron (Outstanding Overall Performance by
an Actress); Bernadette Hopen (Outstanding Performance by an Actress);
Pictured, left to right, back row, Peter Carmo (Outstanding Performance by an
Actor); Adam Ziering (Outstanding Performance by an Actor); Christopher
Morrissey (Outstanding Overall Production); and Chris Mench (Outstanding
Performance by an Actor).

WHS Captures Top Theatre Awards
WESTFIELD - The Newtown

Pennsylvania Student Theatre One
Act Festival, formerly held in Bucks
County, awarded Westfield High
School with the Best Overall Pro-
duction award recognizing For
Whom the Southern Bell Tolls and
its cast of Colleen McCabe, Chris
Mench, Christopher Morrissey and
Rebecca Skowron.

The Newton Student Theatre One
Act Festival marks the third and
complete sweep by Westfield High

School in every competition it en-
tered this year. The school received
best overall production for
Westfield’s fall drama, Midsummer
Night’s Dream, from Montclair
State University at its Theatre Night
Awards, which recognizes excel-
lence in high school plays. Westfield
High School’s spring production of
Sweeney Todd was judged the Best
Musical Production in the 2011 Ris-
ing Star Awards conducted by Pa-
per Mill Playhouse.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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“Captain America:
The First Avenger”

At Last, this Summer’s Blockbuster
3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Johann Schmidt, the mad scientist
also known as the Red Skull in di-
rector Joe Johnston’s rousing ad-
venture tale, thinks his boss, the
Führer, is a wimp and not nearly
hard enough on those whom he
would vanquish and/or dominate.
That’s the kind of über bad guy he is.
But fear not, fans of freedom. We’ve
got “Captain America: The First
Avenger.”

That is, we’ve almost got him. It’ll
take some fancy scientific footwork,
faith and inspiration on the scale of
the Manhattan Project to realize our
own super man. And just to make a
poetic point about where true heroes
come from, this tale based on the
Marvel Comics adventure picks a
ninety pound weakling as the raw
material for its experiment.

He is spunky Steve Rogers, hand-
somely portrayed by Chris Evans.
But although five times deemed 4F
by the U.S. Army, his zeal and deter-
mination to storm Europe and make
quick work of WWII are not lost on
Stanley Tucci’s Dr. Abraham
Erskine. A German expat now head-
ing the hush, hush project, he sees in
Steve all the necessary qualities.

Thus the old allegory about per-
fecting man for the greater good via
a blood and sinew version of highly
secret, human alchemy, is reworked
here with a fine reverence for the
fantasy. Combine that with a splen-
didly photographed action yarn and
a love story that complements the
scenario, and saving humankind has
rarely been more entertaining.

Of course the question that puts us
on tenterhooks is, can Captain
America stop the fiend in the nick of
time? At least as bad as Steve is
good, the rogue Nazi supersedes the
swastika with a skull as the symbol
of his crazed, HYDRA organiza-
tion. But, whether as a courtesy to
the boss he now disparages, or for
old time’s sake, he has left in the
heil.

A fine cast makes possible a nice
assortment of enhancing subtexts.
Stanley Tucci is philosophically wise
as the scientific brain on our side,
the kindly coach behind the golden
boy; Tommy Lee Jones is acerbically
witty as the starchy C.O. who tends
to reserve the compliments; and then
there’s pretty Hayley Atwell, the love
interest.

Alluring without being so
smoochy that it betrays our inner
adolescent, Miss Atwell is Peggy
Carter, a British military liaison who
wields her professional interest in
Captain America’s progress to veil
her attraction to the diminutive Yank
turned hunk. But then again, it seems
like she has some sort of relation-

ship with Howard Stark, the gizmo
king.

Hmm, that’s curious. Later in
Comicdom, Stark will have a son
named Tony…who will become Iron
Man. Ah yes, for died-in-the-wool
devotees who keep their eyes peeled
and ears to the ground, there is much
here in the way of Marvel Comics
cross-pollination. Dad Stark begins
the dynasty by inventing much of
the wizardry behind Rogers’s pow-
ers.

This can get complex, especially
since the film doesn’t always jibe
with the comic series. So if you must
have reason supporting your chi-
mera, consult the bevy of superhero
lore and read about concepts like
retro continuity. There’s probably
more legend about Captain
America’s shield than there is about
Excalibur. Kind of the same deal,
though.

However, for the Great Unwashed,
it’s a lot easier to just take it all on
faith and, well, simply let it all wash
over you. But gee, that shield, which
constitutes the bulk of Captain
America’s offense and defense, sure
is cool. Using it as an ultra boomer-
ang, there is nary a snazzy move the
crusader can’t execute. Ooh, but let’s
not underestimate HYDRA.

 Schmidt’s strengths, a result of
the same super soldier-making se-
rum Dr. Erskine was forced to create
back in the Fatherland, are at the
very root of the story’s object les-
son. Essentially, it teaches about
power and how it relates to its be-
holder. It is Dr. Erskine’s belief that
Steve’s goodness accentuated will
prevail over Schmidt’s iniquity am-
plified.

It is a neat modernization of the
countless fairy tales that helped form
humanity’s moral code. “Captain
America: The First Avenger,” avail-
able in a decent but superfluous 3D,
is both cutting edge sci-fi and a paean
to the stylistically innovative library
of comic heroes created as an emo-
tional, hopeful response to the evil
that gripped the globe in the 1940s.

Symbolic of that scourge, Hugo
Weaving’s Johann Schmidt/Red
Skull is key as the arguably equal
and opposite force without which no
superhero can achieve glory. OK, so
it would be nice if world peace could
be pursued about fifteen minutes
quicker. Still, that said, “Captain
America: The First Avenger” and
what it stands for are worth your
time.

…
“Captain America: The First

Avenger,” rated PG-13, is a Para-
mount Pictures release directed by
Joe Johnston and stars Chris Evans,
Hayley Atwell and Hugo Weaving.
Running time: 125 minutes

Free Concert by JoBonanno
And the Godsons August 10
CLARK – The Union County

Summer Arts Festival concert se-
ries continues its 51st season of
music on Wednesday, August 10,
with an evening of Jersey Shore
Soul performed by JoBonanno and
the Godsons. The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, led
by Chairman Deborah P. Scanlon,
invites the public to attend this free
concert that begins at 7:30 p.m. at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

JoBonanno and the Godsons have
been electrifying audiences in the
tri-state area since 1992 with their
infectious style of Jersey Shore get-
up-and-dance rock and soul music.
Considered one of the Top Ten bands
in New Jersey, they have opened
shows for James Brown, Jerry Lee
Lewis, The B-52s, Joan Jett, The
Stylistics, Gary U.S. Bonds, Mitch
Ryder, and Eddie Money. On nu-
merous occasions, they’ve been
joined on stage by the likes of Bruce
Springsteen and Jon Bon Jovi. In
2003 and 2007, they appeared at
Giants Stadium before Bruce and
the E Street Band took the stage.

The Union County information
van will be at the concert site with
personnel from the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs along with other knowledge-
able Union County staff to answer
questions and offer information
about interesting programs and rec-
reational activities that are avail-
able to Union County residents.

Admission to the August 10 con-
cert by JoBonanno and the God-
sons is free of charge. Sponsored
by Union Center National Bank and
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, the Summer Arts Fes-
tival concerts continue throughout

August on Wednesday evenings
beginning at 7:30 p.m. The remain-
ing concerts in the series will be
held at Oak Ridge Park in Clark and
at Echo Lake Park on the
Mountainside-Westfield border.
Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic
baskets are encouraged. Refresh-
ments and snacks will be available
from vendors.

The other free concerts in the
Union County Summer Arts Festi-
val series include:

August 17 – Almost Queen
(Queen cover band); at Oak Ridge
Park; August 24 – Parrotbeach
(Jimmy Buffett cover band); at Echo
Lake Park; August 31 – The Nerds
(high energy party band); at Oak
Ridge Park.

For rain information call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
558-4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of
the scheduled concert, or visit the
Union County web site at
www.ucnj.org.

NJ Council on the Arts
Announces Grant Recipients

AREA – The New Jersey State
Council on the Arts approved more
than $15.8 million to support arts
organizations, projects and artists
throughout the state for the fiscal
year 2012.

Grants received by Union county
organizations are as follows: Arts
Guild of New Jersey - General Oper-
ating Support, $7,120; Carolyn
Dorfman Dance Company - General
Operating Support, $34,513; Dance/
New Jersey General Operating Sup-
port, $9,341; Dance/New Jersey -
Projects Serving Artists, $6,300; Kean
University/Premiere Stages - Gen-
eral Program Support, $17,228; Mu-
sic For All Seasons, Inc. - General
Operating Support, $27,775; New

Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra -
General Operating Support, $5,123;
New Jersey Youth Symphony- Gen-
eral Operating Support, $34,882; New
Jersey Youth Theatre- General Oper-
ating Support, $36,308; Philip Easton
Folk Arts – Apprenticeship, $3,000;
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs – NJ Senior Art Ex-
hibition, $4,243; Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
- Local Arts Program, $137,917;
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter  - General Operating Support,
$32,454; Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey General Operating Support,
$92,129; Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra - General Operating Support,
$31,912.

Westfield Foundation Grant
Awarded to Anthony DiPaolo

WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dent Anthony DiPaolo was selected
to receive the Summer Youth Em-
ployment Grant from the Westfield
Foundation to work at the 2011
Westfield Summer Workshop.

The purpose of this grant is to
enable a student in the community
the opportunity to develop work
place skills and expand his or her
job opportunities. DiPaolo, who has
been at the WSW for three years, is
presently the senior hall monitor.
He remarks that one aspect of his
job is to “ensure the safety of the
kids participating in Workshop ac-
tivities.” He also “helps set up and
break down the Workshop and de-
livers the necessary supplies to the
classrooms.”

At the conclusion of the morning
program each day, Anthony assists
the WSW administrative staff mem-
bers with various office duties.

A 2009 graduate of Westfield
High School, Anthony will enter
his junior year at Seton Hall Uni-
versity as a biology major with plans
to become a pharmacist.

The Westfield Summer Workshop
is a division of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts, a non-profit 501
(c) 3 organization, located at 150-
152 East Broad Street, Westfield.

For more information about the
WSW or other NJWA programs,
please call (908) 789-9696 or visit
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Anthony DiPaolo

goleader.com/
subscribe

Westfield Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival

Tuesday, August 9
7 — 9 p.m.

Marlene VerPlanck 
Central Avenue

NoName James & ButterBall
 E. Broad St. & North Avenue

Karl Latham Group
Elm Street

Chuck Lambert Band
North Avenue

REGISTRATION TIMES:

Tuesday, September 6th:
12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

Wednesday, September 7th:
12:00 - 4:30pm

Thursday, September 8th:
12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

137 Central Ave., 2nd Fl. Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-3011

Visit Our

Website To See

Why People Are

Choosing Us!

WESTFIELD SCHOOL OF DANCE
2011-2012 Season

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
Pointe • Hip Hop
Pre-School Dance

Little Stars Ballerina Program
(Dance for Special Needs)

New Classes Begin Sept 12
908-789-3011

www.thewestfieldschoolofdance.com

August:
Every Tues., Wed. & Thurs. - 10:00am - 3:00pm


