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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

GILSON GETS 4 HITS, 4 RBI; RUNDELLA 3 HITS, 3 RBI

Five Guys Nab Outlawz, 11-4,
In Scotch Plains ‘B’ Playoffs

NARDI RIPS 2-RUN TRIPLE; LESNIEWSKI, HILL 2 RBI

St. John Outlasts St. Al, 8-5,
In St. Bart’s Men’s Softball

CAMPANELLO HRs, KNOCKS IN UKRAINSKYJ TO WIN

Westfield Blue Scores in 6th,
Burns Branchburg 12s, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Aloysius was hoping to squirm
a little more freely from its firm im-
plantation in the cellar of the Angels
Division of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League, while St. John
was hoping to step up another notch
in the Saints Division when the two
teams met at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on July 28.

After spotting St. Aloysius four
runs in the first inning, St. John seized
the lead in the third inning, then with
the pitching prowess of John Deitch,
outlasted the Al men, 8-5, to even its
record to 7-7.

The Johns barely out-hit the Als,

16-15, and only two extra base hits
were recorded in the game, a two-run
triple from Johnnie’s Chris Nardi (2-
for-4, run scored) and a double from
Al’s Erik Hastrup (1-for-3, run
scored).

Mike Abram led the Johns with
three singles, while scoring once.
Dave Hill (2 runs scored) and Stan
Lesniewski (run scored) each went 2-
for-4 with two RBI. Deitch (2 runs
scored) and Joe Elias each had two
singles. Floyd Roberts and Larry
Fleischman each added an RBI single,
and Mike Cuccurullo singled and
scored once.

Rob Stratton and Chuck Dunn were
the top dogs for the Als with three

singles and two RBI apiece. Billy
Aumenta (2 runs scored), Dom
Favorito (run scored) and Brendan
McNamara had two singles apiece.
Lew Blau (RBI, run scored) and Paul
Bifani each singled.

Strong defense played a major roll
in keeping the scoring under double
digits, and it showed right away when
the first three St. John batters’ line
drives were snagged in the outfield.

As St. John took to the field,
Cuccurullo suggested, “Let’s get
some defense! We are hitting the ball.”

St. Aloysius hit the ball, however,
and scuffed the plate four times in the
bottom of the first. Stratton plopped

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Timing in the hitting department
worked out much better for Five Guys
than it did for the Outlawz in the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League
(SPL) Monday Division playoffs at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
July 26.

Five Guys, the fourth seed, had 10
Guys register hits and distributed its
19 hits well to cook up an 11-4 vic-
tory to advance to the next round to
face top-seeded Stage House. Al-
though the fifth-seeded Outlawz to-
taled 20 hits, there were four innings
where they had two hits in each, but
they were unable to put a scratch on
home plate.

Five Guys had the good fortune of

having several veterans on the team,
which included Drew Koski, a
Westfield High School (WHS) Class
of 1981 graduate, and Frank
DiGiovanni (WHS Class of 1995),
who could offer playoff advice to the
younger teammates.

Koski has been around the block
and around the bases, having played
in four different leagues over a span
of 18 years. His first experience was
with the now defunct Westfield Men’s
Softball League.

“I played for a team called the
Black Crackers, and I wore No. 13,”
said Koski, who was also wearing
No. 13 for Five Guys.

He then played for Charlie Brown’s
in the same league and also played in
the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball

Association and the Mountainside
Softball League. Since two of the
leagues were modified (fast) pitch
leagues, and the SPL was an arc
league, he commented, “It kind of
threw your timing off.

DiGiovanni faced a similar situa-
tion. “I played in a Woodbridge
league, which was an unlimited arc
league. That was too much,” he said.

But it was veteran pitcher John
Hagy who kept the Outlawz at bay,
not permitting them to put together
any major offensive.

Pete Gilson led Five Guys offen-
sively with a 4-for-4 and four RBI
evening. Nicky Rundella (3 RBI, 2
runs scored) and Mick Marino (3
runs scored) each had three singles.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shades of the last-minute heroics
that this year’s Westfield High School
baseball team performed throughout
the State Group 4 sectional playoffs
were reenacted in a Central Jersey
All-Stars Baseball League post-sea-
son tournament semifinal game be-
tween Branchburg and the Westfield
Blue 12s at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield on July 27.

With the score tied, 3-3, with two
outs in the bottom of the sixth inning,
Mike Ukrainskyj, who singled and
stole second and third bases, scored
when Kevin Campanello slapped a
single to right field to give the top-

seeded Blue a 4-3 victory over
Branchburg.

Ever since recording a 9-6 victory
on July 9 over the South Orange/
Maplewood Villagers, who were in
first place at the time, the Westfield
Blue has been on a winning roll and
just recently won the league division
title.

“I have coached with my older son
and younger son, and I never been on
a team that has been able to battle
every single game where we have
been behind multiple times and came
back to win in the late innings. I think
we have now won 13 games in a row
in 16 days. This is an amazing group
of kids,” Westfield coach Paul Friel
said.

The Westfield Blue had to contend
with a very shrewd Branchburg Head

Coach, Paul Millar, who had his team
well schooled in the art of bunting
and “Billy Ball”. The Branchburgers
were successful with three of their
four bunts, which accounted for or
set up two of their three runs.

“They are good at it. It is an old
school skill. You have to learn to do it.
You never know what’s going to hap-
pen, so an element of surprise always
helps,” Coach Millar said.

“He is an excellent coach. That is
one of the best-coached teams. That
is probably our toughest competition
all year long. One time in five or six
years, probably 11 or 12 games, we
have had one game with a run differ-
ential of more than one run, and the
run difference in that game was two,”
coach Friel said. “They have heart.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLOWING INTO THIRD BASE…Westfield Blue’s Matt LaCorte, right, plows into third for a stolen base in the third inning
against Branchburg. He later scored on a passed ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT SECOND BASE…St. John second baseman Floyd Roberts, left, makes the tag a little late on St. Aloysius’
Erik Hastrup who slides in for a double in the first inning at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING TO FIRST BASE…Five Guys’ John Hagy, left, heads for first base after whacking a fly to centerfield. Outlawz
first baseman Scott Walcoff, No. 10, watches the action.
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Probitas Verus Honos

FINKELSTEIN SLAPS KEY DBL, DELLA DONNE 3 RBI

Sofa Kings ‘Spring’ Past
Neighborhood Painters, 8-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Perhaps in an effort of energy con-
servation to avoid being dethroned
from the “B” Division title of the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League
like they were last year by DJ’s Limos,
the top-seeded Sofa Kings decided
not to endure the tedious chore of
placing numbers on their uniforms
this season.

Numbers offensively also seemed
to be a problem for the Sofa Kings
and the Neighborhood Painters in
Game 1 of the “B” Division semifi-
nals, at least for the first five innings,
at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains

on August 1. Perhaps it was just the
“Dog Days” of summer.

However, as the evening pro-
gressed, the Sofa Kings slowly got
off their backsides to score two runs
in the bottom of the fifth before spring-
ing into action with six more runs in
the seventh to overshadow the Neigh-
borhood Painters, 8-6.

The Sofa Kings totaled 15 hits, but
the most arousing hit, a well-placed
double down the right field line which
set the stage for their first two runs,
came off the bat of Josh Finkelstein,
who finished 2-for-4, with two runs
scored. Doug Della Donne (1-for-1)
provided three RBI and scored once.

Craig Gatto had a pair of RBI sacri-
fice flies and a single. Landy
Rodriguez (run scored) and Jay
Everitt each rapped three singles. John
Lyp singled, walked and scored twice.
John Bruno drilled an RBI double.
Dave Belford and Billy Mariani each
singled and scored once, while Brad
Belford singled and Brian Schiller
had an RBI sacrifice.

The Painters totaled 17 hits, seven
that came within the first five in-
nings, but they just could not scrape
home plate. Steve Peterpaul (RBI)
and Steve Williams each had three
singles. John Rentoulis (triple) and
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO PUSH THE BALL TO RIGHT…Sofa King Brad Belford attempts to pop a shot into a gap in right field during
the game with Neighborhood Painting at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on August 1.

Boxer Gerry Cooney
Born August 4, 1956


