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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

I Hear Sirens Much
More Than I Used To
I’m very interested in hearing if any-

one one else thinks the activity of the
police cars and fire trucks have become
excessive throughout town. In my job, I
drive around town every day.

Several weeks ago I was almost run
down by a police car with sirens blaring
going very fast at the intersection of South
and Central. My office is in the center of
town and it seems these vehicles are
always speeding around.

My home is also close to town, and I
feel I hear the sirens much more than I
used to. Does anyone else feel this way?

Susan D’Arecca
Westfield

Congress Must Agree
On Balanced Plan

In the 1990s, the economy thrived.
Since the tax rates were reduced, we had
the worst recession in the nation’s his-
tory. The argument that letting these tax
rates expire will harm the economy is,
therefore, simply wrong.

We need Congress to agree on a com-
promise, a balanced plan with spending
cuts and revenue enhancements to solve
our budget problem. Furthermore, we
need Congress to enact programs to stimu-
late actions so this country can compete
in the global market in the 21st century.

I urge all to contact our Congressmen
with this message. Our country’s future
depends upon it.

Roslyn Harrison
Westfield

Red Light Cameras May Cause
Crashes And Export Ticket Revenue

Your Editorial? NJ Legislature Did
Right Thing in Banning Fracking

Please Bring This Scary Moment In
History To A Sensible Conclusion

The BOE Was Right By Using The
‘Found’ Money for Job Creation

I Gladly Pay Taxes So
Kids Drink Safe Milk
An anchor on the Chinese state TV

asked “Can we drink a glass of milk
without worrying? Can we live in a house
that won’t collapse? Can we drive along
a street in a big city without it caving in?
Can we ride a train that arrives safely?
And if there’s a big train accident, can we
be sure that the engine won’t be buried?
In short, can we have a basic sense of
security necessary for people’s happi-
ness?” (Wall Street Journal, July 30, 2011)

In general, Americans can. Anti-gov-
ernment folks like the Tea Party must
remember that our government, however
imperfect, ensures a basic sense of secu-
rity. I gladly pay taxes so my kids can
drink safe milk.

Melissa Rogers
Westfield

If Union County looks into red
light cameras (The Westfield Leader,
July 28), it may find a mixed mes-
sage. The cameras are intended to
capture photos or videos of cars pass-
ing late through traffic signals, then
generate tickets and revenue.

Once the locations are known, red
light cameras may reduce T-bone
(right-angle) collisions but they may
cause rear-enders when a panicky
driver slams on the brakes and col-
lects one or two cars behind him.

To increase the number of tickets
generated, some municipalities tinker
and shorten the length of the yellow
signal, or eliminate the grace period
for how long the light has been red
before counting a violation.

Some municipalities that tried red
light cameras gave up. Their resi-
dents don’t like the big brother aspect
and they don’t like that the ticket
automatically makes the vehicle
owner liable unless he or she rats out
the driver. Some municipalities that
said with a straight face, “This is all
about safety, not money,” find the
money isn’t very good. Often there’s
less revenue collected overall than
the consultants claimed, and too much

of it shared with third parties who
contract to run the cameras.

The third party contractors are of-
ten located out-of-state (as are the
auto insurance companies collecting
surcharges) and sometimes out of the
country.

Union County may spend $150,000
for a report on the feasibility of red
light cameras. An impartial report
would cite studies showing increased
traffic safety and others showing re-
duced traffic safety (reports abound).
It should also track other U.S. cities
using red light cameras, report the
revenue projected back when con-
tracts were signed (get newspaper
clips) and the net revenue to munici-
palities after commissions paid to
third parties, bad-ticket write-offs,
and time spent by municipal lawyers
defending ticket challenges.

Auto accidents are the leading killer
of Americans under 25, so it’s impor-
tant that we take traffic safety seri-
ously. (Red light fatalities are about 2
percent of the total.) But not every
scheme to generate traffic ticket rev-
enue improves safety.

Bill Howard
Westfield

We were very disappointed with
your opinion on the fracking ban here
in NJ. The practice is a definite haz-
ard to the health of the residents of NJ
and is not outweighed by the jobs it
would create. See the information
from the watchdog group “Food and
Water Watch” and some links to other
articles of interest on the subject.

Pay special attention to the inter-

view with the former EPA official
who sheds some interesting light on
how this issue was poorly was handled
by congress. The NJ Assembly and
Senate did the right thing not only for
NJ residents but by setting an ex-
ample for the rest of the nation.

Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
John Quattrocchi

In these times of deficits, debt ceil-
ings, falling employment, and eco-
nomic hardship, the debate over use
of the $845,449 in additional state
aid to the Westfield school district is
a remarkable microcosm of the cur-
rent financial crisis. All views are
represented: those who would use
the aid to hire back staff and upgrade
certain equipment, those who would
like to see that aid returned to the
Westfield taxpayers as tax relief, at
about $86 per taxpayer, and those
who would use the aid to reduce
existing school district debt.

All such options are commend-
able, but what is the right one to
pursue? In the current climate — job
creation.

The country is on a downward eco-
nomic spiral if things do not improve
– that means we need more jobs,
which would generate more tax rev-
enue as well as economic activity by
people with money to spend. Those
factors, combined with judicious cut-
ting of costs that will not undermine
the economic and social fabric, would
eventually help reduce the national
debt.

The same concept applies at the
local level. The Board of Education
has already made cuts in its budget,
and we presume will continue to do
so to reduce costs wherever academi-

cally responsible. By using the addi-
tional state aid to hire back teachers
and staff, the school district is creat-
ing jobs that will generate tax rev-
enues now and down the road. Those
revenues will contribute to reduction
of national (and local) debt, and the
spending by people with jobs will
stimulate economic activity in con-
centric circles that will help expand
the economy over the long term.

That is why a policy that only cuts
expenses, with nothing more, reduces
economic activity and leads inevita-
bly to layoffs (or at least no further
job creation). It is the wrong policy,
at both the national and, where ap-
propriate, local level. Short term ex-
penditures to create jobs and stimu-
late the economy is what has gotten
this country out of dire economic
circumstances in the past, and will
help do so this time as well.

Everyone would love tax relief, but
we are all in this boat together. Creat-
ing (or at least preserving) jobs has to
be the number one priority. The Board
of Education took an important step
in that direction by using the “found”
additional state aid to do just that. If
only our national elected officials
now had the same good sense.

Charles Stotter
Westfield

Mountainside BOE Responds?
Questions of CSA Resignation

Mr. Lagano [Westfield Leader re-
porter], many of your questions can
be answered if you watch our July 12
and July 26 board meetings. They are
available online at
www.mountainsideschools.org/
index.php/boe/boemeet. Thank you.

Jim Ruban, President
Mountainside BOE

Editor’s note: Dominic Lagano
asked the following question of Mr.
Rubin - On the resignation of Super-
intendent Jeanette Baubles:

Was the board going to extend Ms.
Baubles’ contract? If not, why not?
Will she be staying on until her re-
placement is found?

How will her resignation effect the
position of Supervisor of Curricu-
lum? I saw on your advertisement
that the candidate seeking the posi-
tion had to have a “Strong Knowl-
edge and Performance of the Duties
of Curriculum.” Is the Board consid-
ering combining those two positions
into one?

The advertisement does not men-
tion principal of the Beechwood
School. Will the new CSA also be the

new principal at Beechwood?
The advertisement also states that

you are seeking a candidate inter-
ested in both interim and standard
contractual candidates. What is a
standard contract? How long can a
candidate be employed on an interim
basis? If you hire a candidate on an
interim basis, will he or she have the
opportunity to become the perma-
nent CSA?

The advertisement mentions a date
of November 2011. Is it possible the
school year will begin without a CSA
if Ms. Baubles leaves before then? Is
there a deadline for filling the posi-
tion? How concerned is the Board
going into the school year potentially
without both a CSA and a principal at
Beechwood?

Who will be the acting principal at
Beechwood if no replacement is
found?

Will salary be a consideration for
the position?

Are there any other thoughts you
wish to share or make known to the
public?

By Dominic Lagano

Dear Congressman Lance – I know
you are a reasonable person. I know
you can be a courageous legislator. I
know you fully understand the fright-
ening consequences to our society
and its financial credibility if we fail
to raise the debt ceiling by August 2
or set in motion a repeat debt ceiling
fiasco in just a few months.

I’m not sure whether many of your
party’s caucus are reasonable or un-
derstand the consequences of play-
ing with fire on timely passage of
debt ceiling or setting up a repetition
of this recklessness again.

I plead with you to summon your
reasonableness and courage. Even if

many of your caucus colleagues don’t
agree, please lead your fellow mod-
erate House Republicans together
with House Democrats to vote on a
debt ceiling compromise bill that is
acceptable to the Senate and that
President Obama can sign.

Please bring this scary moment in
American governmental and eco-
nomic history to a sensible conclu-
sion. If you do what’s right, you will
have earned enduring admiration and
respect from the vast majority of your
constituents.

Martin Robins
Westfield

Wingnuts From The Right: Don’t Like Abortion?
Don’t Have One -- But Pay For Planned Parenthood

Letters to the Editor

Regarding Mr. Pugliese’s letter to
the editor last week: The reason why
many are disappointed with Gover-
nor Christie’s veto [is that] a legal
medical procedure was subjected to
the whim of a politician. He is not
representing the best interests of all
his constituents, especially the fe-
male citizens of this state, when he
did that.

And, the reason so many newspa-
per editors took issue with it is be-
cause that’s not the way our democ-
racy is supposed to work: As Fran
Liebowicz, the author and humorist
observed, “in a democracy we are not
given a line item veto on the taxes we

pay – I pay for the sports stadium I
never visit, you pay for the arts mu-
seum you never visit.”

You don’t need to have a specific
reference to a medical procedure in
the state constitution to justify ex-
penditures in the best interest of pub-
lic health. Or, to put it in terms rel-
evant to this debate, perhaps the next
governor of the state finds your erec-
tile dysfunction medication morally
questionable and a small group of
people “abhor” it – would this future
governor be justified in vetoing fund-
ing for it?

Despite the current wave of propa-
ganda being generated by the

wingnuts of the right, organizations
like Planned Parenthood help with so
many aspects of women’s health, this
one procedure is just a small part of
what they do. Defunding this organi-
zation completely is a ham handed
response, and yes, callous and “mean
spirited”.

If you and Governor Christie find
abortion so repugnant - don’t have
one, but don’t penalize the poor
women who need and use Planned
Parenthood.

Peter Sayles
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sagene – A fish net
2. Astragalus – The anklebone
3. Dexiotropic – Turning or turned to

the right
4. Perkin – A kind of weak cider

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PERSE
1. A wigmaker or hairdresser
2. To pierce
3. Grayish blue
4. Persecute; oppress

CUNCTATIVE
1. Slow-moving; sluggish
2. Perceptive; discerning
3. Tending to solidify or gel
4. Shaped like the seed of a gourd

RODOMONTADE
1. Any order of mammals having large

incisor teeth, such as the rat, beaver or
hare

2. A whale distinguished from com-
mon whales by having a dorsal fin

3. To boast or brag
4. A vagrant or loiterer

YARAGE
1. A thrusting forward; a lunging
2. Formation of white frothy blisters in

the refining of sugar
3. An exclamation of despair or hope-

lessness
4. Manageability of a ship at sea

Where Does the Mountainside
School District Go From Here?

Consolidation of municipalities and government
entities have long been proposed and debated in New
Jersey as a means for solving cost and governing
woes – over 560 municipalities, over 600 school
boards, an un-tallied number of authorities, etc.
Given all the talk, nothing has ever come of it – and
probably little will, given the vested interests.

It comes to mind though that the discussion of
consolidation may embody the wrong concept,
whereby it is limited to the consolidation of only
“like entities” – merging school boards with school
boards or merging towns with towns. Perhaps there
should be consideration of merging school boards
with municipalities or authorities with counties.
Why is everything so separate?

An example might be the Mountainside Board of
Education (MSBOE), a school district that is cur-
rently in a state of turmoil and has a long history of
disarray. The late Mayor of Mountainside, Bob
Viglianti, was often asked why the borough just
didn’t take over the BOE and be done with it. Mayor
Bob said he didn’t want the headaches.

In the early 1990s, Mountainside was a member of
the now defunct Union County Regional High School
District, which also included Berkeley Heights, Clark,
Garwood, Springfield and Kenilworth. Local dis-
putes resulted in a breakup of the district in the mid
1990s. Then, disposition of funds from the breakup
needed remedy in the courts. The new resulting
Mountainside School District received funds from
the settlement and accounting for these monies has
been a difficulty ever since. There’s been a revolving

door in the administration and on the board also.
Treasurers and business administrators have come
and gone. Even the BOE president back then, Rich-
ard Kress, had to resign after being disbarred as an
attorney.

The Mountainside Chief School Administrator
(CSA) Jeanette Baubles resigned last week along
with the curriculum administrator. CSA is the title
for superintendents in small school districts. Per-
haps the title is just the point — a small school
district, is it really needed? Mountainside did a good
thing when it signed an agreement with Governor
Livingston High School (GL) to send their students
to GL; they used to attend Jonathan Dayton High
School in Springfield.

An interesting note about GL is that it is close to
the Mountainside border. Is it actually closer for
Mountainside students than for most of those from
Berkeley Heights? Is it even possible for Berkeley
Heights’ students to get to GL without first driving
through New Providence? New Providence has its
own high school, go figure.

But the point for Mountainside is that all that is left
is an elementary school and a middle school –
Beechwood and Deerfield. Does this justify an en-
tire government entity (BOE), the administrative
overhead and the costs? Should school management
be merged into the Mountainside Borough govern-
ment and be done with it?

Mayor Bob is gone now and current Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli might have the same view –
not wanting the headaches.

91 Years Old, I Was
Really Frightened

I want to say thank you to Baron’s
Drug Store and to owner Gregory Gwyn-
Williams for coming to my rescue after I
badly cut my arm on a door latch in my
home. Greg purchased Baron’s from Mr.
Baron in 1979. I am 91 years old and this
injury really frightened me. The cut bled
on and off for days.

I decided to go to Baron’s to ask for
advice about my arm. All the staff there
has always been so kind, caring, friendly
and helpful to me over the years. Sue, one
of the pharmacists, was on duty and looked
at the cut on my arm. She advised me to
go to the Scotch Plains Emergi-Center
for medical treatment.

Knowing that I live alone and that I
drove myself to the store, Sue asked an-
other employee, Joe, to drive me to and
from the Emergi-Center. I cannot express
what a relief that was to me and my peace
of mind. As usual, Baron’s goes above
and beyond to assist their customers.

I also want to acknowledge Pat,
Michael, and Gay for all those times they
have provided me with the highest level
of customer service and satisfaction pos-
sible. People are quick to criticize, but are
often slow to say thank you. So once
again I want to say thank you to everyone
at Baron’s. They represent what it means
to provide excellent customer service,
offer a great variety of high quality prod-
ucts, but most importantly are genuinely
concerned about their customers.

Betty Peterson
Westfield


