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N.J. Senior Freeze and Homestead
Benefits Property Tax Discussed

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie’s budget has doubled Home-
stead Benefits in Fiscal Year 2012 for
New Jerseyans, providing property
tax relief as a direct credit against
homeowners’ property tax bills, and
increases funding by $90 million for
the Senior Freeze property tax relief
program.

Senior Freeze checks are in the
mail. Homestead Benefits will be
applied directly against homeowners’
property tax bills this year, the
Governor’s office said.

“Because of the priorities we
funded in this budget, seniors and
families will get the extra help they
need to ease the strain on fixed in-
comes and family budgets,” Gover-
nor Christie said. “While we con-
tinue working to deliver lasting, long-
term property tax relief, I am follow-
ing through on my commitment to
meet the needs of New Jersey seniors
and families for immediate property
tax relief in this year’s budget.

“The property tax crisis in New
Jersey has squeezed our seniors and
middle-class families, and we have
attacked the underlying root of the
problem with a 2 percent cap on
property tax increases and funda-
mental reforms to drive down the
cost of government. We’ve made
real progress, but I will not stop
until an affordable, secure future is
a certainty for our families and fu-
ture generations,” the Governor
said.

The Christie Administration,
through the Treasury Department’s
Division of Taxation, has already
begun mailing Senior Freeze checks
to senior and disabled homeowners.
Checks for the Senior Freeze pro-
gram, which protects senior citizens
and disabled residents from increases

in property taxes, will average more
than $1,200 this year, going directly
to recipients who earned $70,000 or
less in 2009 and 2010.

Senior and disabled homeowners
with gross income up to $150,000
will receive Homestead Benefit cred-
its averaging $540 this year, and non-
senior homeowners with gross in-
comes up to $75,000 will receive cred-
its averaging $404.

The Administration mailed out
116,000 Senior Freeze checks to ap-
plicants who filed by June 1 earlier
this month. Those who filed after
June 1 will receive checks throughout
the coming months as the state pro-
cesses applications. New applications
are also being accepted because Gov-
ernor Christie extended the deadline
for filing to October 31. In addition,
the Governor and State Legislature
have provided funding for more ap-
plicants this year.

Every individual who qualifies for
the Senior Freeze program will re-
ceive a benefit this year.

The Treasury Department is directly
following up with applicants who filed
incomplete applications in order to
ensure every eligible New Jersey se-
nior receives the benefit to which they
are entitled. The Division of Taxation
is mailing notices to 13,000 applicants
who filed incomplete applications.

Anyone with questions can call the
Property Tax Reimbursement Hotline
at 1-800-882-6597. Those who filed
their applications by June 1 should
wait until July 25 before contacting
the Division of Taxation to inquire
about the status of their reimburse-
ment checks.

Information about the program is
also available on the Division of
Taxation’s website at www.state.nj.us/
treasury/taxation.

N.J.’s Quality of Life Polls High In
Morris, Lowest in Cumberland

LONG BRANCH — New Jersey
residents’ outlook on the state de-
pends a lot on which corner of it
they occupy. In the fourth install-
ment of a series on the Garden State’s
Quality of Life, the Monmouth Uni-
versity Poll focuses on how the views
of state residents vary from county
to county.

The poll’s index shows a wide
disparity at the county level com-
pared to the statewide average of +21
(on a scale -100 to +100). This ranges
from a high of +42 among Morris
County residents to a low of +5 in
Cumberland County.

Counties with higher concentra-
tions of urban communities tend to
score below the state average on the
Garden State Quality of Life Index,
but this effect is not consistent. Mer-
cer County, excluding Trenton, would
score +29 on the index, which is an
11-point increase from the entire
county’s score. Union County’s score
would also jump if only its suburban
communities were considered, from
an already above average +24 to a
top tier score of +32.

The Garden State Quality of Life
Index is not a rating of each county as
a place to live, but rather an overall
perception of New Jersey’s quality
of life. The index is comprised of two
major components – ratings of the
state as a whole and ratings of one’s
hometown and local area.

Joining Morris in the top tier of
the Garden State Quality of Life
Index are Hunterdon (37 percent),
Bergen (+34), Somerset (+32),
Cape May (+30), and Sussex (+29)
counties. The second tier is com-
posed of Union (+24), Monmouth
(+23), Ocean (+23), and Middlesex
(+22).

Counties that score slightly below
the statewide average are Hudson
(+20), Warren (+19), Mercer (+18),
Atlantic (+16), Burlington (+16), and
Salem (+16). Rounding out the list
are the counties, other than
Cumberland, where residents have
the least positive views of New
Jersey’s quality of life, including

Camden (+13), Gloucester (+13),
Essex (+12), and Passaic (+12).

Counties with the highest scores
on the Garden State Quality of Life
Index come from every part of the
state – north, central, and south – and
represent a range of affluence, al-
though the “wealth belt” of
Hunterdon, Morris, and Somerset is
fully represented in the top tier. On
the other hand, the lowest scoring
counties are either from South Jersey
or the urban north.

“New Jersey has always been a tale
of two or three states. The index shows
that how you feel about the state’s
quality of life depends on where you
live,” said Patrick Murray, director of
the Monmouth University Polling
Institute. “It’s interesting to note that
residents of counties where the local
quality of life is particularly high also
tend to view the entire state as a good
place to live. In most cases, though,
residents make a distinction between
their own backyards and the state as
a whole.”

When asked to rate their own home-
town as a place to live, residents of
Morris (89 percent), Hunterdon (87
percent), Somerset (86 percent), and
Bergen (85 percent) are the most posi-
tive.

 In general, more New Jerseyans
give high marks to their hometown
than say the same about the state as a
whole. This is especially true in
Somerset (86 percent) and Gloucester
(72 percent) counties, where town
ratings are 25 points higher than the
state rating. Only in the heavily ur-
banized counties of Hudson (64 per-
cent), Essex (59 percent), and Passaic
(57 percent) do residents rate their
own towns less positively than they
do the state.

 Index scores would also increase
in other urbanized counties if only
suburban communities were included
in the calculations, but by a much
smaller margin. This includes Passaic
at +19, Essex at +18, and Camden at
+15. Since Hudson is an entirely ur-
ban county, there is no different score
to report.

Republican Congressional Members
‘Dropped the Ball’ On Debt Ceiling

I’m David Larsen, chairman of
rightdirection.com, a 501(c)4 organiza-
tion dedicated to restoring Movement
Conservatism (ala Reagan) in New Jer-
sey and the United States. Last year it was
my privilege to run against Congressman
Lance in the Republican Primary, 7th
District. A businessman for 35 years, I
chose to run because like many of you, I
am sick of politics as usual and tired of
incumbents basing their votes on polls
rather than principle.

The debt ceiling issue is a great ex-
ample of entrenched politicians playing
with our children’s future rather than
facing our problems responsibly. Now
that both the House and Senate have
passed the bill on the “swift track,” in
order to allegedly avert a national “crisis”
(aren’t we already in crisis?) I cannot
help but remember the “Pledge to
America” which declared that all pieces
of legislation would receive a 72-hour
period of public viewing prior to a House
vote. The Pledge also stated that when
debating pieces of legislation, Congress
would have transparency, initiating ac-
countability for each Congressional mem-
ber.

 I realize the justification issued by
Congress for the “swift track” is that the
promoted default deadline was August
2nd, a date Congress has been aware of
since last year. Given how long Congress
knew about the deadline, their actions
amount to nothing more than purposeful
procrastination in deciding not to act ear-
lier. In addition, we cannot ignore the fact
that the Senate has not passed a budget
resolution in more than two years.

As a constituent of the 7th Congres-
sional District of New Jersey, I hold Mr.
Lance and other Congressional members
responsible for the titled “Mess,” as Rep-
resentative Boehner called it, of our Fed-
eral Government’s finances, which in
reality are the American taxpayers’ fi-
nances. The truth is that America will
only go into default if President Obama,
along with Secretary Tim Geithner, pur-
posely decide not to make payments on
the interest of our debt. Even the MRC’s
CNS News has revealed multiple de-
tailed reports indicating the fictitious an-
nouncements of debt default. There is a
world of difference between both the
congressionally approved national debt
payments and our domestic program li-
abilities.

Unfortunately, to our chagrin, the Re-

publican Congressional members have
yet again “dropped the ball” by being “a
day late and a dollar short.” I hope this
conduct never becomes duplicated in the
future. Our Congressional Representa-
tives must reserve for themselves a fu-
ture-oriented mindset, intentionally pre-
paring and executing legislation along
with its debates in a timely manner, allot-
ting the proper allocation of time and
resources to finale. However, because of
Congressional procrastination, an oppor-
tunity has presented itself for the positive
leveraging of the Republican Party to
establish a plethora of conservative fiscal
common sense principles along with a
Balanced Budget Amendment. But our
party continues to give in to the political
expedience of passing a bill and yet again
being vanquished by the Democratic
Party.

The agreed to cuts in spending will
occur in the distant future, but the current
level of unsustainable spending is al-
lowed to continue immediately and be-
yond. Wise men learn from their own and
others’ mistakes. They research the past
in order to decisively delegate decision
making into the future. We know that our
past history proves that future Congresses
are not going to allow themselves to be
hobbled by previous agreements. I am
disappointed with the managing of this
debt ceiling debate and its conclusion.
But I am optimistic in my thoughts and
actions, knowing that America’s best days
and years can yet still be ahead if the
proper men and women are elected to
public positions.

David Larsen, Chairman,
Right Direction Org. Tewksbury,

N.J.
Rightdirection.com

Lesniak Calls on ELEC to Investigate
His Elizabeth Opponents’ Fundraising

UNION – Sen. Raymond Lesniak (D-
20, Elizabeth) has submitted a formal re-
quest for an investigation to the New Jersey
Election Law Enforcement Commission
charging that employees of the Elizabeth
Board of Education have repeatedly vio-
lated laws, which prohibit soliciting cam-
paign contributions on school property.

“Although there will be many subject
to this $5,000 per offense penalty,” said
Sen. Lesniak, “The ringleaders of the
illegal solicitations, Elizabeth Assistant
Superintendent of Schools Jerome Dunn
and former board members Tony
Monteiro and Carlos Cedeño, Superin-
tendent of Schools Pablo Muñoz and
former Board Chairman Raphael Fajardo,
who directed and/or benefited from the
fundraising effort and who had direct or
de facto control over jobs, salary and
promotion opportunities of the board
employees soliciting campaign contribu-
tions on school property, should be held
responsible and liable for the penalties.”

Sen. Lesniak continued, “The two most
egregious offenders are Superintendent
Pablo Muñoz’s personal secretary, Annie
Rooney, who made many telephone calls
from her desk during regular business
hours to board of education employees,
sent e-mail requests for contributions from
her board of education e-mail account
during regular business hours and made
personal visits to employees at work to

solicit contributions for the 20th District
legislative campaign in the Democratic
Primary on behalf of the candidacy of
Assistant Superintendent Jerome Dunn
and former board members, Tony
Monteiro and Carlos Cedeño; and the
sister of Raphael Fajardo, Olga Fajardo,
who is an attendance officer for pre-k
which has no attendance requirements.

“Her primary responsibility is to sell
tickets to political fundraisers, which she
did often on school property. The state
DOE does not allow state funding to pay
for the position held by Olga Fajardo be-
cause it has deemed the position unneces-
sary. Notwithstanding this determination,
Superintendent Muñoz and then Board
Chairman Fajardo, hired her for the unnec-
essary position.”

According to its 2011 ELEC reports,
Democrats for Change 20th, the cam-
paign account of Dunn, Monteiro and
Cedeño, held two major fundraising
events; one honoring the Elizabeth Su-
perintendent Muñoz and one recognizing
its Senate Candidate, Assistant Superin-
tendent Dunn. Both fundraisers showed
that their major source of funds came
from school employees. In addition to
Mr. Rooney and Mr. Fajardo, senior school
board employees circulated e-mails, fli-
ers, made phone calls and personal visits
to solicit campaign contributions during
work hours on school property.

NJ AFL-CIO Comments on FAA Shut Down
TRENTON – New Jersey State

AFL-CIO President Charles
Wowkanech wrote this week:

 “For New Jersey, the FAA shut-
down places over 600 FAA em-
ployees out of work and leaves
1,500 construction workers out
of their jobs. New Jersey’s unem-
ployment rate recently reached
9.5 percent, and the last thing we
need to do now is to exacerbate
the number of jobs being lost in
our state.

“The reality is that while these
employees are out of work, more
taxpayer dollars are going towards
unemployment checks instead of
being spent on critical aviation and
construction projects to improve our
state and country’s air transportation
system.

“With thousands of workers across
the country out of work, this is not
the appropriate time to be having this
debate. It is simply wrong for Con-
gress to drag this issue out while

holding jobs hostage and placing
families under further stress during
already economically challenging
times.

“The FAA and its employees serve
a vital societal function by working
to create the most efficient and state-
of-the art air transportation system.
Yet millions in funds, which support
the FAA’s efforts, are being lost as a
result of yet another political stand-
off.”

Weinberg Wants
Full Disclosure

TRENTON — Senator Loretta
Weinberg (D-37, Bergen) has sent a
letter to the individuals behind One
New Jersey, a recent 501(c)(4) advo-
cacy group that was started to voice
opposition to Governor Christie’s
policies which are negatively affect-
ing New Jersey’s families, calling on
the organization to disclose its do-
nors and comply with “the spirit of
openness and transparency.”


