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HSBC Bank USA N.A. Branch Consolidations- Connecticut/New Jersey (announced 31 July 2011) 

Branch transfer 
from Street Address City Branch transferring into Street Address City 
Millburn 215 Millburn Avenue Millburn, NJ   Chatham 407 Main Street Chatham, NJ 
Summit 47 Maple Street Summit, NJ   Chatham 407 Main Street Chatham, NJ 
East Brunswick 289 Route 18  East Brunswick, NJ   Edison 1919 Route 27 Edison, NJ 
Westfield  1 Elm Street Westfield, NJ   North Edison 33 Route 27 Edison, NJ 
Woodbridge 915 St George Avenue Woodbridge, NJ   North Edison 33 Route 27 Edison, NJ 

Livingston 
45 South Livingston 
Avenue Livingston, NJ   Florham Park 2 Hanover Road 

Florham Park, 
NJ

West Caldwell 551 Passaic Avenue West Caldwell, NJ   Florham Park 2 Hanover Road 
Florham Park, 
NJ

Englewood
12 East Palisades 
Avenue Englewood, NJ   Fort Lee 

2151 Lemoine 
Avenue Fort Lee, NJ 

Ferry Street 151 Ferry Street Newark, NJ   Newport-Pavonia 89 River Drive Jersey City, NJ 
Journal Square 2854 Kennedy Blvd Jersey City, NJ   Newport-Pavonia 89 River Drive Jersey City, NJ 
Marine View Plaza 5 Marine View Plaza Hoboken, NJ   Newport-Pavonia 89 River Drive Jersey City, NJ 

Ridgewood 
29 East Ridgewood 
Avenue Ridgewood, NJ   Ramsey 185 Arch Street Ramsey, NJ 

Norwalk 541 Westport Avenue Norwalk, CT   Westport 19 Post Road East Westport, CT 

HSBC to Close Westfield Branch
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General Practice
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201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. and Sat. Appt’s

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

BANK CLOSING...HSBC Bank USA has decided announced that they will close 12 New Jersey branches and one  in Connecticut by the first quarter of 2012. The
branches to close include Westfield, located on Elm Street at North Avenue, Millburn and Summit.

Lance Discusses ‘Historic’
Debt Ceiling Agreement

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gress on Monday and Tuesday passed
debt ceiling legislation enabling the
federal government to increase the
ceiling by $900 billion to pay its bills.
The agreement is tied directly to
spending cuts  over the next decade.

Among those supporting the mea-
sure is Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
who called the agreement “historic.”

The deal, he said, involves another
increase of $1.2 trillion in the debt
ceiling in early 2012 provided that
there is a dollar in spending cuts for
every dollar increase in the debt ceil-
ing. If the spending cuts are not com-
pleted by Congress, a balanced bud-
get amendment to the United States
Constitution would be required to
pass the House and Senate, by two-
thirds in each house, and then ratified
by all 50 state legislatures, in order
for the debt ceiling to increase.  The
legislation requires a vote on a bal-
anced budget amendment between
October and the end of the year. The
legislation passed the House, 269-
161, on Monday night  and by 74-26
in the Senate on Tuesday, and was
signed by President Barack Obama.

An increase in the ceiling early
next year would carry the ceiling
through the 2012 Presidential Elec-
tion and into early 2013, Mr. Lance
said. A 12-member committee made
up of three Democrats and three Re-

publicans from the House and Senate
would recommend spending cuts.
Each chamber would than vote on
whether to accept the cuts. Mr. Lance
said Social Security and Medicaid would
not be permitted to be among the cuts.

“The big picture is that there are no
tax increases in this bill, there are
spending cuts. And this is different
from what has occurred in Washing-
ton in the past. Usually in Washing-
ton, the discussion is how do we
increase spending,” Mr. Lance said
during a phone interview prior to
Monday’s vote. “And now fundamen-
tally the discussion is how we have to
reduce spending over time, and I will
be voting for this [on Monday].”

He said the plan includes caps to
control future federal spending. “This
(agreement) will cut at least a dollar for
dollar on spending based on the increase
in the debt ceiling,” Mr. Lance said.

“The President had initially
stated…that there should simply be a
vote to increase the debt ceiling without
any discussion of spending cuts,” Mr.
Lance said. He said the President then
agreed to discuss spending cuts, but tax
increases would have had to be required.

 “I truly believe, as an observer of
American history…that there is a new
dynamic here in Washington, when
we are trying now for the first time,
perhaps in my lifetime, actually to
discuss cuts to try and rein in out-of-
control federal spending,” Mr. Lance
said.

Rothman Votes for Debt
Ceiling, Rips GOP

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Steve
Rothman (D-9, Bergen), a member of
the House Appropriations Commit-
tee, released the following statement
on the passage of the debt ceiling deal
in the House:

“The extreme right wing of the
Republican Party has held our nation
hostage, threatening catastrophic de-
fault while demanding savage cuts to
Social Security, Medicare, student
loans and other vital programs. They
were unwilling to impose even a
single penny of shared responsibility
on Big Oil or corporations that are
making record profits and paying little
or nothing in taxes, and those Ameri-
cans making millions and billions in
income each year, who are enjoying
their tenth year of tax cuts.

“I support this deal because a de-
fault would have plunged our nation
into an economic disaster. A default
would have meant that 117,905 So-
cial Security recipients and 24,981
veterans in my district would not
have received their benefits. A de-
fault would also have led to out-of-
control interest rates that would have
caused job-killing chaos, and hurt
every American applying for a home
mortgage, car loan, or student loan,
and anyone with a credit card. That is
an outcome that we could not let
happen. By extending the debt ceil-
ing 18 months through 2012, instead
of the six months the Republicans
had demanded, the economic cloud
of uncertainty is substantially less-
ened and default has been avoided.

“The legislation passed [Monday]

will reduce the deficit, but I would
have preferred a balanced solution to
our nation’s growing debt – one that
included shared sacrifice, making the
very wealthy contribute to debt re-
duction. However, this bill does not
further extend the Bush-era tax cuts
for the wealthy, which contributed
greatly to the current debt. The mea-
sure also protects the integrity of
Social Security and Medicare, starts
to pay down our nation’s debt and,
most importantly, it avoids the eco-
nomic catastrophe of a default on our
national debt. As angry as I am at the
right-wing Republican extremists for
holding our country hostage to their
ideology that demands the destruc-
tion of our nation’s social safety net,
supporting this deal is the only re-
sponsible choice I can make. Con-
gress must now focus on getting our
economy back on track, making in-
vestments for our future, and creat-
ing American jobs.”

N.J. Votes, 9-4, In
Favor of Debt Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C.  — The 269-161
roll call Monday by which the House passed
the compromise bill to raise the debt ceiling
and prevent a government default. Accord-
ing to the Associated Press, the New Jersey
House Delegation, which voted 9-4 in favor
of the legislation, voted as follows: Demo-
crats –  Andrews, Y; Holt, N; Pallone, N;
Pascrell, Y; Payne, N; Rothman, Y;  Sires, Y;
Republicans – Frelinghuysen, Y;  Garrett, N;
Lance, Y; LoBiondo, Y; Runyan, Y;  Smith,
Y; U.S.  Sens. Frank Lautenberg and Robert
Menendez (both D-N.J) voted no on the bill.

County Designates Week
For Emergency Preparedness

Alert Residents Assist Police
In Apprehension of Criminals

SCOTCH PLAINS – Det. Lt. Brian
Donnelly of the Scotch Plains Police
Department reported that in the last
week there have been three incidents
where residents have helped the Scotch
Plains Police solve three separate
crimes.

“These are excellent examples of
how working together makes Scotch
Plains a safer community to live, work
and shop. Please remember, if you see
something - say something. Call the
police to report any suspicious activ-
ity,” Det. Lt. Donnelly said.

According authorities, on Wednes-
day, July 27, at approximately 9 p.m.
the attendant of the Exxon Gas Station
located on Route 22 East called 9-1-1
to report that a robbery had occurred.
He stated a vehicle entered the station
with two occupants in it. According to
police, after a brief exchange, the pas-
senger grabbed the money out of the
attendant’s hand with force. The ve-
hicle then drove off. No weapon was
shown and the attendant suffered mi-
nor injuries, police said. An alert wit-
ness was able to get the suspect
vehicle’s plate and the Scotch Plains
Police detective bureau is investigat-
ing and said they expect to make an
arrest shortly.

On Tuesday, July 26, in the late
evening, the Scotch Plains Police re-
ceived 15 reports of criminal mischief
on Clydesdale Road, Rahway Road
and Winding Brook Way. According
to police, the victims reported that

mailboxes were smashed, decora-
tive lights broken. The damaged was
caused with a baseball bat. An alert
resident was able to get the suspect
vehicle’s plate. The Scotch Plains
Police were able to locate the ve-
hicle and three local juveniles were
taken into custody, police said. The
Scotch Plains Police Juvenile Bu-
reau is continuing the investigation
and charges will be filed, police said.

On Friday, July 22, at approxi-
mately noon a resident on North
Avenue called 9-1-1 to report that an
individual was trying to break into
her neighbors’ back door. The Scotch
Plains Police responded immediately
and observed the individual running
away and after a brief foot pursuit
the individual was arrested in the
back yard of a house in Fanwood by
Officer Mahoney and Officer Lewis
of the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment, police said. Corporal Gotlick
and Detective Chin of the Fanwood
Police Department also responded
and assisted in the apprehension.
Arrested was Clifford High, 57, of
Plainfield who was charged with
attempted burglary, resisting arrest
and obstruction of justice. Bail was
set at $53,500. He was unable to
make bail and was transported to the
Union County jail.

COUNTY – As part of a continued
effort to raise awareness and test the
County and its residents’ ability to
respond during a time of crisis, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders have designated the first week
of August as “Emergency Prepared-
ness Week.”

Various activities and trainings,
both internally and open to the pub-
lic, have been scheduled during Emer-
gency Preparedness Week. However,
the Freeholders are reminding resi-
dents that they can prepare them-
selves, their co-workers and their
families for emergencies by taking
simple steps such as organizing an
emergency supply kit, making a per-
sonal preparedness plan, becoming
informed about different threats, and
getting involved in preparing their
community.

“While the County of Union’s
emergency management officials
regularly participate in various pre-
paredness exercises throughout the
year, the freeholder board felt it was
important to set up a mechanism to
raise awareness among county resi-
dents,” said Freeholder Mohamed
Jalloh, chairman of the Union County
Homeland Security Subcommittee.

The county urges all residents to
develop a family preparedness plan
and create a “Go Bag” with supplies
to support each family member and

pet for a 72-hour period. Information
and tips for how to create an effective
plan and for what should be included
in a “Go Bag” can be found at the
Office of Emergency Management
Webpage: ucnj.org/government/Pub-
lic-Safety/emergency-management.

The county is encouraging resi-
dents to register with Union County
First Alert, a free emergency messag-
ing system which allows residents to
receive emergency service announce-
ments from their local officials. The
county will run a test of the UC First
Alert system during its Emergency
Preparedness Week. To sign up please
visit www.ucfirstalert.org

Union County’s third annual
“National Night Out” was held
Tuesday at Meisel Park in Spring-
field. This annual event familiar-
izes residents with public safety
personnel and teaches them some
basic safety tips. The county Of-
fice of Emergency Management
participated in “Operation
Cranford: Be Prepared,” a program
sponsored by the Cranford Boy
Scout Troops 75 and 80. This pro-
gram helps families learn what to
do and what it would be like if
home evacuation is needed and sup-
ports the ShelterBOX program. For
more information contact Tammy
at (908) 497-0221 or
operationcranford@yahoo.com.
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