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DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$336$336AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

*

Geico saved $440* on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $332*  on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $182 *  on average with Allstate

Annual  savings based on information reported nationally  by new Allstate  auto customers for  policies
written  in  2010.  Acutal  savings  will  vary.  Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance
Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

Save even more than before with
Allstate.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $336* a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much you’ll
save.

The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

Clarifications
An article that appeared in the

July 28 edition should have said
that State Superior Court Judge
Thomas Walsh would turn age 52
on July 30.

Additionally, an article on the
Mountainside Board of Education
that also appeared in last week’s
edition should have stated that the
school board meeting scheduled
for Wednesday, August 24, will
begin at 6:30 p.m.

We regret the errors.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Rendering courtesy of Scott Prisco, EQ Architecture, LLC.
CHIPS AHOY…The Fanwood Planning Board approved an application by
Fanwood resident Brian Walter, new owner of the Chippery on South Avenue, to
renovate the building. The new restaurant will feature a new façade and health-
conscious menu items.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT...Fanwood officials came together at the annual
Fanwood Night Out held Tuesday in LaGrande Park. Pictured, left to right, are:
Councilman Russell Huegel, Police Chief Richard Trigo, Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell, Councilman Anthony Parenti and Councilwoman Joan Wheeler.

Fanwood Night Out by Betsey Burgdorf

the momentum and direction of this
county.”

“We had qualified candidates as-
sembled to consider and we settled on
Al Faella,” Mr. Mirabella said, noting
the board reviewed Mr. Faella’s résumé
and he was brought in for an interview
during executive session. “It was unani-
mously decided (by the board) to put it
on the agenda for a vote. I’m thrilled
with the outcome. I think Al provides
strong leadership for this county.”

“It was something (hiring a county
manager) we had great urgency in do-
ing in appointing Al,” Mr. Mirabella
said. Then, directing remarks at Mr.
Faella, he stated, “You are extremely
well-qualified. You’ll, I’m sure, carry
on the rich tradition set forth by the
previous county managers.”

Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon said the board had not decided
on who will be the new director of
parks and community renewal. Ron
Zuber currently serves as deputy direc-
tor. In addition, Deputy County Man-
ager Elizabeth Genievich, 53, who
heads up the department of administra-
tive services, will retire effective Feb-
ruary 1, 2012.

“I know how qualified you are. I
appreciated all the hard work you have
done in the department, and I am truly
looking forward to working with you
as county manager,” Freeholder
Scanlon commented to Mr. Faella.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, the vet-
eran of the board, will now see the
fourth manager during his 16 years on
the board. “I just want to congratulate
Al Faella for getting the job…He is
going to be an outstanding county man-

ager. We’re here to help you out and
you’re here to certainly help us. Good
luck.”

In a press release issued by the county,
Mr. Faella said he was “honored” to be
named county manager and that he
looks forward “to ensuring that Union
County continues to deliver outstand-
ing and innovative governmental ser-
vices to our residents.”

“I also remain committed to continu-
ing the vision and goals set forth by the
freeholder board and former County
Manager Devanney,” he stated.

Mr. Faella said he would continue to
stress ways of finding efficiencies in
government, while emphasizing eco-
nomic development and sharing ser-
vices. He said he intends to create a
governmental efficiency task force,
which would work to streamline and
consolidate certain county functions.

The new county manager worked
from 1999 to 2003 in the county’s
economic development department as
division head of community develop-
ment, before leaving to manage a state
Motor Vehicle Commission office from
2003 to 2005. He returned in 2006 to
county government as director of the
division of information technologies.

He was community development
director for the City of Elizabeth from
1993 to 1999, before leaving to hold the
same title with the county from 1999 to
2003. Mr. Faella holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Management Sci-
ence and a master’s degree in public
administration, both from Kean Uni-
versity.

Mr. Faella and his wife, Mary, have
two sons, Jude and Sean.
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Al Faella OK’d as Manager

Mr. Prisco also said “no substantial
detriment” would be felt by the sur-
rounding neighborhood. He noted that
once Mr. Walter’s space is enhanced,
deliveries could be minimized and
trucks would not have to come as often.

Board member Daniel Zucker asked
the applicants, “If you’re going to tear
down the building, why not move the
building to a different area on the site.
Maybe you can bring the building more
into code?”

Jeff Lehrer, the applicant’s attorney,
said if that was suggested by his client,
there would have to be a full site-plan
application, which would include drain-
age and sidewalk plans. “Maybe years
down the line he could do that.” For
now, he said that would not be finan-
cially feasible.

Mr. Lehrer also reminded everyone
that if the basement was not part of the
plan, Mr. Walter would be merely con-
tinuing the pre-existing use of the site.
If he was to move the structure and
build an entirely new restaurant, away
from the current footprint, “the pre-
existing, non-conforming use goes
away.”

Returning to the microphone later in
the evening, Mr. Venezia urged the
board to think of residents who live in
the restaurant’s vicinity.

“You didn’t have to put up with this,”
he said. “I don’t like the architecture.
We’ve lived here for 50 years. I hope
you do the right thing for all the taxpay-
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Fanwood Planning Board
ers that live near the Fish and Chips.”

Diane Olkusz, who lives near the
restaurant, said she was “encouraged”
by the proposal. “We’ve fought these
battles through the years. We hope you
do what you say.”

Eric Gabriel of South Plainfield was
raised in Scotch Plains and is friends
with Mr. Walter.

“To the residents dealing with traffic
issues, know that with Brian in charge,
he’s meticulous. I believe he will sat-
isfy the residents of the town.”

Mrs. Venezia was still not satisfied.
“If you concede [to allow this applica-
tion], you’re adding insult to injury in
this neighborhood,” she said. “We used
to hope the wind would come and blow
over the old place. Do you think this is
a great thing for Fanwood? It’s a resi-
dential [area]. Would you want this in
your backyard?”

Board member Mr. Zucker said since
the board had previously granted a
continuation of use, “it would make us
look like fools to turn this down. I
believe he’s satisfied our criteria – both
positive and negative. I think it’s a
good thing.”

The board agreed unanimously to
the application based on four condi-
tions: that the borough be allowed to
review and reassess the need to re-
stripe the lot; that the walk-up window
be properly marked; that garbage is not
picked up prior to 6 a.m. and that no
signs are internally lit.

Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) lamented
the loss of Judge Ciarrocca in
Westfield politics, but said that, “we
are well served to have somebody
with his experience (and) demeanor”
on the bench.

Colonel Gordon Hammock, direc-
tor of the United States Air Force
Judiciary and a college and law school
classmate of Judge Ciarrocca, spoke
of his leadership skills. He said that
Judge Ciarrocca was chosen by his
fellow classmates at the Virginia Mili-
tary Institute to serve on the Honor
Court. Colonel Hammock said de-
spite their friendship and the fact that
they were roommates, Judge
Ciarrocca never told him anything
about the private proceedings of the
Honor Court. He also spoke about
Judge Ciarrocca’s willingness to help
his fellow classmates in need during
training exercises.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
said that being at the swearing-in was
a “bittersweet moment” for him. He
described Judge Ciarrocca as “one of
the most effective council people”
and said the “positive effects of his
efforts will be seen for many years to
come.”

Judge Ciarrocca thanked everyone
for coming to the ceremony, includ-
ing the other members of the bench,
saying that he is “so proud now to call
these men and women colleagues.”
He also talked about his father, Louis
Ciarrocca, with whom he practiced
law for seven years until his father’s
death in 1993. He said that his father

“was the best of what a lawyer can
and should strive to be” and that he
continues to work to live up to the
example his father set.

Judge Ciarrocca was raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School. He holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Vir-
ginia Military Institute and a Juris
Doctorate from Washington and Lee
University. He also served active duty
in the U.S. Army and eight years in
the Army Reserve.

Upon graduation from law school,
he clerked for Judge Peter Ciolino,
assignment judge of Bergen County,
and then began practicing law in
Union. First elected to the Westfield
Town Council from the Third Ward
in 2003 and re-elected in 2007, Judge
Ciarrocca resigned from the council
prior to taking the bench. He has been
assigned to the family law division in
Union County.
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Judge Ciarrocca Sworn In

“unilateral determination of a spe-
cific salary repudiates the terms of
the collective bargaining agreement
and the fact the association repre-
sents all teachers employed in the
district.”

The MEA claims the “repudiation
of the collective bargaining agree-
ment violates the Act” and is request-
ing a Cease and Desist Order. The

The 15-member team – to include
local residents, Public Works Direc-
tor Clint Dicksen, and others – will
work toward getting the borough cer-
tified by the state as a “sustainable
community.”

According to its website
(sustainablejersey.com), Sustainable
Jersey is a “certification program for
municipalities that want to go green,
save money, and take steps to sustain
their quality of life over the long
term.

Donna Dolce, a former borough
councilwoman, is one of the team
members and told The Times that
Sustainable Jersey certification also
could make Fanwood eligible for
sustainability-related grant funding
in the future.

Before adjourning, the governing
body met in executive session to dis-
cuss unspecified personnel matters.

Next week’s regular meeting is set
for 7:30 p.m. at Borough Hall on
North Martine Avenue.
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FW Council
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Union Files  Labor Claim
MEA is asking for “back pay and
other emoluments of employment to
be paid to the leave replacement teach-
ers.”

“If this claim is awarded to the
association [MEA] as filed, there
will be significant financial impli-
cation to the district, as well as to the
entire teaching staff,” Ms.
Schaumberg said.

Paul Lachenaur for The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AFLOAT...Children
attending Cranford’s
Night Out had the
chance to test the  po-
lice boat. The national
event is held annually
and gives residents an
opportunity to meet
with law enforcement
agencies, as well as
other organizations to
learn tips on how to
keep neighborhoods
crime free.

County Reworking Extension
On Incinerator Lease

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA) officials announced last
Thursday that a long-term extension with
Covanta Energy for operation of the
county’s garbage incinerator in Rahway
now would go through 2031 instead of
2045 as originally proposed.

UCUA Counsel Jonathan Williams told
the Board of Chosen Freeholders that the
new agreement would provide “solid waste
rate relief and also tax relief” to municipali-
ties signing extensions with the UCUA.
The original 25-year lease, signed in 1998,
extends through 2023. Fourteen of the
county’s 21 towns have existing long-term
agreements.

The county introduced an ordinance
Thursday that Mr. Willams described as a
limited deficiency agreement “on the part
of the county to back up the issuance of new
bonds by the authority” totaling $225 mil-
lion, covering debt on the incinerator, also
referred to as the Union County Resource
Recovery Facility.

Mr. Williams said during the last five
years of the lease extension, the UCUA
“will be expected to work with Covanta to
make debt service payments should there
be insufficient revenue from revenue
sharing…then and only then would the
county be called upon to exercise its obli-
gations under the limited deficiency agree-
ment” for outstanding bonds for debt on the
incinerator.

He said in exchange for signing the
deficiency agreement, the county would
receive the rate reduction offered to mu-
nicipalities that sign contract extensions
with the UCUA. The agreement would be
retroactive to January 1, 2011.

Mr. Williams said those towns that do
not sign agreements would receive envi-
ronmental grants of $3 per ton “for every
ton that they generate in their
municipality…for tax relief.” The initial
agreement contained a $12-per-ton reduc-
tion to towns that sign the lease extensions.

In other business, the board approved a
$150,000 study with NAIK Consulting
Group of Edison for county traffic light
intersections to determine which qualify
for installation of red-light cameras. Offi-
cials said the county would send the infor-
mation to towns that have intersections that
qualify for the cameras. All cameras must
be approved by the state Department of
Transportation.

County Counsel Robert Barry explained
that the county only receives revenue from
citations issued in municipalities with which
the county has interlocal service agree-

ments. Per those agreements, the county
would receive $27 for every $85 ticket
issued with $30 going for court costs and to
the state. Mr. Barry said the county also
would split the installation costs of the
cameras.

The freeholders approved an interlocal
service agreement last Thursday for $75,617
with Roselle Park for red-light cameras in
that community. The board also approved a
$900,000 change order in a contract with
Netta Architects of Springfield for design
of a new family court building and parking
deck on Cherry Street in Elizabeth. The
new costs rose to $2.7 million for what
Director of Engineering, Public Works and
Facilities, Joseph Graziano, said last week
is a $29-million project.

Nicholas Netta, principal of Netta Archi-
tects, said the original RFP (request for
proposals) was for a 25,000-square-foot
building. He said the size has now tripled to
78,000 square feet per the state court guide-
lines manual. He said state Superior Court
Assignment Judge for Union County, Karen
Cassidy, has also been in on the discus-
sions.

Mr. Graziano said at last week’s agenda
meeting that the county has been mandated
to add another interior staircase to the tower
building of the courthouse complex per
state fire code regulations.

The staircase was originally to be exte-
rior, but after further review the project was
changed to an interior staircase. Due to a
loss of courtroom space, the county has
opted to convert the Cherry Street building
into a family court facility.

On another matter, the board approved a
$200,000 agreement with GHP Associates
of Attleboro, Mass. to repair a pipe organ
located at the Union County Performing
Arts Center (UCPAC) in Rahway.

Mr. Barry said the organ was damaged
during renovations of UCPAC and that
the county received full reimbursement
of $87,000 insurance monies for the dam-
age. He said the additional money in the
contract is for repairs that were needed
prior to when the organ was damaged.

Joseph Mancuso, president of the
Rahway Arts District board of directors
said the organ is owned by the county,
setting UCPAC ahead of other theaters.

 “The fact that Union County does own
a unique, historic artifact is a point of
pride for its residents,” he said. “It is the
heart and soul of Union County [Per-
forming] Arts Center.” He said the organ
would be used in certain performances,
such as silent-film presentations and
evening entertainment events featuring
the organ.


