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SP Tax Bills to Be
Mailed Week of Aug. 1

SCOTCH PLAINS – Tax bills
will be mailed the week of August
1. Payments can be received up
until August 29 for the third quar-
ter taxes without interest being
accrued. Payments received after
August 29 will have interest added
going back to August 1, according
to the Scotch Plains tax office.

THE OLD COURSE...Conor Smith of Scotch Plains, although just a few hours off
the plane, broke a hundred on the “Old Course” at St. Andrews last week. He is
with his grandfather, Jack Smith of Westfield. They hold a copy of The Westfield
Leader to encourage the editors to publish Conor’s accomplishment.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STEPPING OUT...The Fanwood Fire Department was on-hand at National
Night Out on Tuesday giving residents an opportunity to tour the inside of one of
its fire trucks. The event is sponsored by the National Association of Town Watch
and is designed to heighten crime and drug-prevention awareness.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT...Children attending Fanwood’s National Night Out held at LaGrande Park on Tuesday were
treated to food, fun and a movie. Officers from the Fanwood Police Department were on site fingerprinting for child
identification cards, as well as provide crime prevention tips. The Fanwood Fire Department, Rescue Squad and several
other organizations also took part.

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ZERO TOLERANCE...The Broadcasters entertained the crowd at Scotch Plains’
Night Out on Tuesday at Alan Augustine Park. Residents came together along
with the police department  to show that the Township of Scotch Plains will not
tolerate crime.

Al Faella OK’d as Manager,
Replaces George Devanney

 By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders made it
official last Thursday by naming
Mountainside resident
Alfred Faella, 56, as its
11th county manager. He
replaces George
Devanney, 49, of Berke-
ley Heights, who retired
suddenly after nine years
on the job.

Mr. Faella, a native of
Elizabeth, has more than
18 years of governmental
leadership experience, ac-
cording to the county’s
public information depart-
ment. He assumes respon-
sibility for the day-to-day operations
and budget of a 21-municipality gov-
ernment with approximately 2,800
full-time employees. He will be re-
sponsible for the implementation of
the policies of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

Mr. Faella will earn $155,000 in
his new role, $14,000 less than Mr.

Devanney was paid, but $35,000 over
his salary as director of the county’s
department of parks and community
renewal.

A number of county residents ques-
tioned the process by
which Mr. Faella was
hired, as Mr. Devanney
only announced his retire-
ment on July 26.

Bruce Paterson of
Garwood said because the
county opted to hire
within, “what you actu-
ally did was to close the
doors to anything else.”

“I don’t think you have
the perfect candidate to re-
right this county ship. In
the last 10 years under

County Manager Devanney, taxes
nearly doubled, debt nearly tripled,”
Mr. Paterson said. “To me, he has no
legacy.”

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Al
Mirabella said the board wanted to
hire someone already employed by
the county. “We wanted to continue
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Fw Borough Council Set to Vote
On ‘Do Not Knock’ Ordinance
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By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Tuesday night’s
borough council agenda meeting was
an unusually short one. During the
period between the last month’s adop-
tion of the new municipal budget and
the upcoming fall elections, the gov-
erning body – at least for the time
being – has turned its attention to
ordinances and other administrative
business.

The meeting – chaired by Borough
Council President Joan Wheeler in
the absence of Mayor Colleen Mahr
– served to firm up the agenda for
next Tuesday night’s regular monthly
meeting.

The governing body briefly dis-
cussed a proposed ordinance (up for
second reading next week) that would
amend the borough code and create a
so-called “No Knock List” with an
eye toward preventing unwanted
door-to-door soliciting.

Borough Clerk and Administrator
Eleanor McGovern told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that all door-
to-door solicitors – whether they are
businesses or charities or even reli-
gious groups – are already required
to register at Borough Hall before
knocking on doors.

But, Mrs. McGovern said, “We’ve
had complaints” and the ordinance,
while mostly “aimed at commercial”
soliciting is designed to establish and
maintain a list of addresses that so-
licitors may not visit.

In other business, the Borough
Council tabled a planned discussion
on amending the local “development
fee” ordinance to allow the borough’s
attorney, chief financial officer, and
other officials more time to review
the measure, particularly how it re-
lates to Council On Affordable Hous-
ing (COAH) regulations.

The governing body also an-
nounced plans to appoint Fanwood’s
“Sustainable Jersey Green Team” at
next week’s meeting.

FW Planning Board Approves
Basement at New Chippery

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Plan-
ning Board gave its blessing at its meet-
ing on July 27 to new Chippery owner
Brian Walter, unanimously approving
a use variance for the South Avenue
eatery.

Mr. Walter, a Fanwood resident,
bought the place earlier this year.
Though the restaurant exists in a resi-
dential zone, in the fall of 2010 the
planning board agreed to permit the
“pre-existing non-conforming use” of
the site.

The crux of the planning board’s
decision rested on granting Mr. Walter
an expansion on the non-conforming
use. The new Chippery owner sought

to build a basement, where he could
place his storage units; this would al-
low him to maximize the space in the
restaurant.

Mr. Walter, co-owner of Flannery’s
Pub in Fanwood, remembered going to
The Chippery “forever” and said “to
see it die didn’t seem right.”

He said he wanted to continue the
“same spirit” of the Chippery, but bring
more health-conscious menu items and
introduce a “state-of-the-art” filtration
system, while keeping the nostalgia of
the original restaurant intact. The new
owner said he envisioned the restaurant
operating from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. every
day of the week.

The new Chippery will exist on the
same footprint as its predecessor but

feature a new façade and modern aes-
thetic to its exterior after the building is
torn down.

To bring the new Chippery up to
code, Mr. Walter must enlarge the bath-
room and make both it and the new
vestibule handicap-accessible. Doing
so, he noted, “will scoop up seats.” This
is why he needed to put his refrigera-
tion units in the basements to recoup
seating on the main level. With the
basement approved, the Chippery can
hold approximately 40 people.

Mr. Walter also wants to add a pick-
up window – not a drive-through, he
noted – on one side of the building. This
would make it possible for people to
order in advance and pick up items on-
site, cutting down the need to drive.

Planning Board member John
Celardo asked Mr. Walter about the
noise caused from trash collection. Mr.
Walter said the company he uses for
Flannery’s only comes two days a week,
and he referred to it as a “boutique”
service. He also said that the trash
containers now have wheels, making
them quieter than before.

Beth and Mike Venezia live near the
restaurant and presented the most vo-
cal opposition to the application.

“What you consider nostalgic, we
consider a nightmare,” Mrs. Venezia
said. “…The trucks would come and
grind the garbage at around 5 a.m.”

Following Mr. Walter’s testimony,
architect Scott Prisco detailed the
restaurant’s new look and theme, which
he described as “abstract” and “nauti-
cal.”

Board member Antonios
Panagopoulos quibbled with one ele-
ment of the architectural design; the
restaurant will feature a large anchor at
one end. He said it would invite kids to
climb aboard it and possibly get to the
roof.

Mr. Prisco noted that the anchor
would be welded and would not move.
He also said a motion-sensor alarm
could be added.

Speaking to the building’s aesthetic,
Mr. Prisco said, “It’s the first building
when driving into Fanwood [along
South Avenue]. It’s not a big golden
arch; it’s a nice entranceway.”

He said the main floor would feature
a vestibule to cut down on energy con-
sumption. He also said a modern
restroom will be constructed.
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Alfred Faella

Judge Ciarrocca Sworn In
To Union Co. Superior Court

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dent and former Third Ward Coun-
cilman Mark Ciarrocca on Tuesday
afternoon was sworn in as a state
Superior Court judge in Union
County. Approximately 100 people
attended the swearing-in, includ-
ing several members of the
Westfield Town Council, members
of the judiciary and county and state
officials.

Union County Assignment Judge
Karen Cassidy welcomed the crowd
and presided over the ceremony.
She said that while “transitioning
from a lawyer to a judge brings a lot
of anxiety,” she felt that Judge
Ciarrocca is bringing with him the
skills required to become “part of
one of the most skilled and accom-
plished benches in the State of New

Jersey.”
The Reverend William Morris of-

fered the invocation, and Judge
Ciarrocca’s youngest son, Jack, led
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Appellate Division Judge Dou-
glas Fasciale, also a Westfield resi-
dent, conducted the official swear-
ing-in of Judge Ciarrocca. The new
judge’s wife, Janet, held the Bible,
and his eldest son, Robert, gave
Judge Ciarrocca his official robe.

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21, Westfield) talked about Judge
Ciarrocca’s family values and his
commitment to his community. He
said that in his role as a senator, he
is charged with looking for candi-
dates for judgeships, and he feels
that the addition of Judge Ciarrocca
will “make the New Jersey bench
even stronger.”

Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22,
Linden), who also chairs the state
senate judiciary committee, which
must approve all judges nominated
by the governor, thanked Judge
Ciarrocca’s family for allowing the
new judge to serve on the court. He
said that as an attorney, he had a
case where Mr. Ciarrocca was his
adversary, and that he “decimated
my client,” which he called a “trib-
ute to Mark’s fine defense work.”

Assemblyman and Westfield Re-
publican Committee Chairman Jon
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Union Files Unfair Labor
Claim vs. Mountainside BOE

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – During the
last minute of the Mountainside Board
of Education (BOE) meeting held
July 26, board member Mary Beth
Schaumberg announced the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA) has filed a claim against the
BOE.

According to Ms. Schaumberg, the
claim relates to an unfair labor prac-
tice in connection with how the dis-
trict pays long-term substitute teach-
ers. The BOE recently met with the
Public Employee Relation Commis-
sion (PERC) for a pre-hearing on the

claim.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

received a copy of the claim, which
states the BOE signed a collective
bargaining agreement covering the
period from July 1, 2007 through
June 30, 2010. According to the claim,
on March 22, 2010, the district ap-
pointed two leave replacement teach-
ers for the balance of the 2009-2010
school year. On June 8, 2010, the
district appointed approximately four
replacement teachers at a per diem
rate rather than the rate set forth in the
collective bargaining agreement.

The claim argues that the district’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8


