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WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST  TIME GUEST

*

CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

‘Jersey Girl’ Follows Her Dreams and Her Heart
To the Auditions for Simon Cowell’s ‘X-Factor’

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK - American Idol, step
aside, it’s Simon Cowell’s new show
called “X-Factor” and last week, I
stood on line with the 20,000 other
aspiring singers waiting for a chance
to audition.

The “X-Factor” auditions were held
April 14 at the Prudential Center in
Newark. The night before, the line to
register and get a red bracelet and
blue ticket to access Thursday’s audi-
tion went all the way around the cor-
ner.

I drove out to Newark and decided
to try my vocal pipes and give Patsy
Cline’s “Crazy” a whirl. I was sur-
prised to see the place was empty,
however, I had missed the audition
the night before when everyone was
standing in the rain. The day I went
was different.

After registering, I received my
red bracelet and headed toward the
parking lot. As I was about to leave, I
met William from Washington, D.C.
who persuaded me to stay and camp
out. Sleep in my car in Newark? Why
not, it was like Woodstock back in
1969. I’m a trouper and a camper by
nature. Roughing it - not a problem.
I was psyched for the adventure!

It was the right thing to do, because
during the evening, media started ar-
riving like FOX News, Baltimore FOX
News, the Star Ledger and News 12. I
had a front row seat to all the happen-
ings of Simon Cowell’s biggest “X-
Factor” audition turn out so far.

As a “Jersey” resident, I was happy
to see such a turn out in Newark. And
why not? With so much focus on the
Jersey shore, it was time to showcase
real “Jersey” talent in a city already

rich in music history and talent. It was
also time for me to put my years of
playing piano and singing into action.

Sleeping in the car was harder than
I anticipated, because I was too ex-
cited and wanted to watch what was
happening outside. Aside from the
clear, night skies, people were stir-
ring and I couldn’t stay inside my car.
Around 2 a.m., I grabbed my make-
up, boots and song lyrics. Yes, I was
rehearsing my song just in case my
nerves got the best of me and I forgot
a line. “Crazy” is such a great country
standard and I was prepared to do
Patsy proud.

Standing on line, I could see people
camped out on nearby Mulberry

Street, again, just like Woodstock. In
line, people were polite and support-
ive and sang well into the morning.
The weather held up and it was dry,
with just a bit of chill.

Waiting and sleeping intermittently
on the sidewalk, I dreamed about
meeting Simon Cowell. Finally, I
would have my chance - if I could just
pass the Newark audition.

Unlike American Idol, “X-Factor”
had no age limit giving me the chance
to make my dream a reality. I prom-
ised myself that I would sing no matter
what and was ready to take whatever
“bloody” criticism Simon had. How-
ever, operating on only three hours of
sleep, it was becoming exhausting.

By 5:30 a.m., the Prudential and
“X-Factor” production crews came
out and started forming us into a line.
And by luck, I was put at the head of
the line. It must have been my reporter’s
instinct that gave me the jump. None-
theless, I wanted a front row seat to see
all the action. The excitement started
coming as more news vans, satellite
trucks, news people and cameras
started showing up. All of a sudden, I
was no longer in reporter mode, I
wanted this! I was so happy to have
survived lack of sleep to be part of this
historical moment in Newark.

When the FOX News reporter came
to interview Jeff from Edgewater, I
was standing right near him. He sang
and I stood by as the camera got a shot
of the two of us, shown later on the
evening news. Yes, my first TV ap-
pearance. As the sun begin to rise, the
media, the cable, the wires, the crowd
and the amount of spectators grew.

A helicopter was overhead taking
shots from above and there were cam-
era people on an adjacent apartment
building. The Pepsi cheerleaders came

out - pumping up the crowd - and
people were cheering, “I got the ‘X-
Factor’ in Newark.” It was funny hear-
ing so many people from Wisconsin,
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Ohio cheer-
ing. This was a real representation of
New Jersey and not just Snookie and
the Jersey Shore crew. This is New
Jersey and I am a “what exit?” Jersey
girl! I was proud to welcome everyone
to the Garden State. By the way, where
was Simon Cowell?

By 9 a.m., the gates were opened
and we flooded the Prudential Center
according to the seat number on our
blue ticket. I was in Section 116 and of
course, it was nosebleed section.

I ran to the bathroom, checked my
hair and make-up and soon could hear
voices warming up in the bathroom
and everywhere. It was the sounds of
music throughout the Prudential Cen-
ter. There were beautiful voices har-
monizing all the favorites ranging from
Pink, Bruno Mars to opera. Wow!
What an experience to hear such tal-
ent.

As participants lined up on the Pru-
dential Center floor, they were told
what panel room to go to and sing to
the judge. If it was a yes, a ticket was
given. If a no, your red bracelet was
cut and you were on your way. The
ones who received the “golden” ticket
yelled and waved the ticket in the air,
and people waiting screamed con-
gratulations for them. However, the
process was going quite slow, there
were a lot of voices to hear.

When I finally auditioned, it was
10: 30 p.m. Finally, “Crazy,” here I
come. I was pumped, but as I drew
closer, my nerves took over. It went so
fast, and before I knew it, I was inside
with a judge sitting on a stool, clip-
board in hand. I was told to stand on
the green “X.” The judge asked me my
name and what song I was going to
sing and to start whenever I wanted.
Thinking to myself, “Patsy don’t leave
me now,” I started with the opening
line, and just kept on singing. I had
heard from others who auditioned that
after three words they were stopped
and given a “no.”

Well, this judge with his nose bur-
ied in the clipboard wasn’t even look-
ing at me so my song continued. I
finished my song, and then he said,
“I’m sorry, it’s a no.” I thanked him,
got clipped, and was on my way with
the other “no’s.”

I thought maybe I should have
picked a different song selection, but I
was relieved it was over. It was a total
of 30 hours that I waited to get my
chance to “woo” the judges. It was a
memorable experience and I met some
wonderful people in such a short pe-
riod of time.

Maybe next time I’ll get to meet
you, Simon Cowell, and remember,
it’s Sonia from Exit 137.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Spring Trunk Show

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com

908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 33 Years

Saturday, May 7th • 11am - 5pm

The Perfect Gift for Mother’s Day

WF Symphony to Present
Season Finale on May 14

WESTFIELD – Prepare to be trans-
ported on Saturday, May 14, at 8 p.m.,
at the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, as the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) presents To Russia
and beyond with Love, a grand season
finale featuring monumental favorites
of the classical music repertoire.

Tzars meet the Hapsburgs as WSO
brings together two great composers
whose works are representative not
only of giant European dynasties in
their death throes, but also, perhaps, of
the over-ripe and soon to be toppled
Romantic era of classical music itself.

The concert opens with the Allegro
Moderato from Austrian Bruckner’s
Symphony No. 7, a magnificent and
deeply spiritual work, the grandeur of
which is rivaled only by the Gothic
cathedrals in which the composer
worked as an organist. The perfor-
mance will also include a unique ex-
amination by Maestro Wroe, with the
aid of the whole orchestra, of Brucker’s
dramatic compositional techniques
and use of melody, harmony and other

musical elements.
The evening’s exciting finale con-

tinues with the timeless beauty of one
of Tchaikovsky’s best-loved and most
heartfelt works, the massive Symphony
No. 5. Composed at the apex of the
Romantic era of classical music, its
noble passion, gut-grabbing intensity
and beautiful melodies have capti-
vated audiences for over a century.

Tickets range from $25-$70 and
may be purchased directly from the
WSO office located at 224 E. Broad
Street, or by calling the box office at
(908) 232 9400. Tickets are also avail-
able (for cash or check) at The Town
Bookstore in Westfield and Martin
Jewelers in Cranford.

Tickets for all students K-12 are
specially priced at $10. This offer is
part of WSO’s ongoing effort to bring
the thrill of the live concert experience
to young music enthusiasts by making
it more accessible and affordable.

For further information go to
www.westfieldsymphony.org or visit
WSO on Facebook.

The Westfield Symphony Orchestra conducted by Maestro David Wroe.

HOPING TO MAKE THE CUT…Sonia Owchariw, a reporter for The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, auditioned earlier this month for
Simon Cowell’s show “X- Factor.” She is shown here inside the Prudential Center
in Newark where  auditions were held.

NJWA Concert Band at Our
Lady of Lourdes Church

MOUNTAINSIDE - On Sunday,
May 1, at 2 p.m., the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA) Concert Band,
under the direction of conductor Howard
Toplansky will perform a spring con-
cert at Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
300 Central Avenue in Mountainside.
This is the fourth of a four concert series
for the 2010-2011 concert season. The
event is open to the public and admis-
sion is $10 per person.

The “Coeur d’Alene Overture” by
Frank Cofield, Highlights from “Oliver”
by Lionel Bart and “Trauer-Marsch” by
Felix Mendelssohn will be the main
selections on the first half of the pro-
gram.

 “Winter Storms Waltzes” by Julius
Fucik will also be featured on this pro-
gram. Fucik was known as the Czech
March King and wrote over 400 works
of many and varied styles.

John Ondrey, the organist and adult
choir director at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, as well as band director at

Kenilworth’s David Brearley High
School, will be featured as guest con-
ductor while the Concert Band per-
forms “Intermezzo” from “Cavalleria
Rusticana” by Pietro Mascagni and the
“Prelude and Fugue in Bb” by Johann
Sebastian Bach.

The concert will also offer “Water-
melon Club Rag,” “Deep in My Heart”
from “The Student Prince,” by Sigmund
Romberg and “Tango for Band” by
Glenn Osser. Several fine marches will
also be performed on this program,
which include “Le Sabre” by Eric
Osterling, “9 May” by Vyasheslav
Volkov and “Uplifter” By Frank L.
Schoendorfer. Rounding out this con-
cert will be “Air for Band” by Frank
Erickson and “Victory Day” by David
Tukhmanov.

For further information about the
concert, or to learn how to become a
member of the NJWA Concert Band,
call (908) 789-9696 or e-mail
njwaband@att.net.

Sonia Owchariw for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROUGHING IT...…Contestants hoping to make the cut for Simon Cowell’s show
“X-Factor” spent the night of April 14 on the sidewalk at the Prudential Center
in Newark waiting to be called in for their audition.

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
78 Winans Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

908.276.7611   www.cdctheatre.org

May 6-21,    2011
   May 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21 @     8p; May 15 @ 2p

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
                                      presents

The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Concert Band

RIGA, LATVIA – Bob Cozzolina of Westfield lived and worked in Riga, the
capital of Latvia, for over three years. During a recent trip back, he captured the
essence of Riga though his lens. The architecture of the buildings above is
sometimes called Art Noveau, or Jugendstil. According to Mr. Cozzolina, the
buildings were left to deteriorate during Soviet times but after receiving their
independence again (from the Soviet Union) the Latvians began an aggressive
restoration of the Jugendstil buildings.

The photo above was taken  in
a typical Latvian restaurant. A
large amount of Latvians have
been to culinary schools; the
food and presentation in many
of the restaurants are excel-
lent, even outside the main cit-
ies in rural areas. See
goleader.com/photos.

The Powder Tower in Riga, pictured
below, was used to store gun powder
and is now part of a war museum.

All photos
courtesy of Bob

Cozzolina,
pictured right.


