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Temple Sholom Announces
Art Show and Live Auction

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains will host its
biannual art show and live auction
on Saturday, May 14, to raise funds
for the temple’s various religious,
community, cultural and education
programs.

Presented by Marlin Art, Inc. of
Deer Park, N.Y., the show will fea-
ture works from well-known artists
as well as sports, music and enter-
tainment memorabilia.

The first temple art auction, held
in February 2009, attracted nearly
100 people and raised more than
$14,000. Among the items sold was
a guitar signed by Bruce Springsteen.
This year, the auction will include a
broad selection of art and memora-
bilia across a variety of media and
price ranges.

“The last auction event was a re-
sounding success, bringing together
our congregation and the commu-
nity to socialize, appreciate art and
help raise money for the temple,”
said Marjorie Wachtel, co-chair-
woman of Temple Sholom’s
fundraising committee. “Many
people walked away with great works

of art and exciting memorabilia for
their homes and collections, as well
as the knowledge that their auction
dollars were helping to support the
many great programs that we spon-
sor.”

The auction will be held at Temple
Sholom, which shares space with
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
at 74 South Martine Avenue in
Fanwood. The auction entrance is
on Marian Avenue. Auction previews
will begin at 7 p.m. and the live
auction will commence at 8 p.m.
Admission will be $10, which in-
cludes complimentary hors
d’oeuvres, dessert and coffee. One
attendee will receive a door prize.

Those who cannot attend the auc-
tion can still participate by visiting
marlinart.com to shop online. Any
purchases made online can be cred-
ited towards Temple Sholom by en-
tering code 16239 at checkout. Ma-
jor credit cards will be accepted for
online purchases and at the temple
auction.

To order tickets, or for more infor-
mation, visit sholomnj.org or call
the temple office at (908) 889-4900.

WF Players to Finish Season
With Smoke and Mirrors

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Com-
munity Players will conclude its 2010-
11 season with Smoke and Mirrors, a
riveting mystery comedy by Will
Osborne and Anthony Herrera.

The play takes place on an island off
the coast of Mississippi, where a power
hungry producer lures his timid screen-
writer into a scheme to get rid of the
insufferable star of his multimillion-
dollar film. The play is directed by
Maurice J. Moran of Rahway, and is
produced by Sally Brown of Westfield.
Barbara Ruban of Springfield is stage
manager.

The cast features Michael Burdick
of Linden as Clark, the screenwriter;
John Correll of Winfield as the pro-
ducer-director, Hamilton Orr; Patrick
Field of New York City as the county
sheriff, Leroy Lumpkin; Tim
McGovern of Garwood as the well-
tanned movie star, Derek Coburn; and

Jackie Wiener of Westfield as the movie
publicist and wife of the director, Bar-
bara Orr.

Continuing the opening night tradi-
tion, audience members are invited to a
reception with the cast and crew after
the final curtain on Saturday, May 7.
The show continues with performances
on Saturdays, May 14 and 21 at 8 p.m.;
Friday, May 20 also at 8 p.m. There is
a Sunday matinee on May 15 at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $20, and may be purchased
by calling the box office at (908) 232-
1221.

For more information, visit
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

 Funding has been made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council
for the Arts, Department of State, a
partner agency of the National Endow-
ment of the Arts through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

Last Call for Artists for Governor
Livingston’s ‘Art in the Cafe’

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 

Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 x7951 

It’s your Library … Make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

 
The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

Peter Biedermann 
Wednesday, May 4 at 7:00 pm 

Peter Biedermann has 
been composing and 
performing for over 35 
years. While his music 
covers a number of gen-
res in the electronic and 
acoustic fields, tonight’s 
music will be original, 
acoustic instrumental 
music performed on six-, 
eight- and twelve-string 
guitars in unique tunings.  

Biedermann’s program makes for a fun, interactive     
evening as he attempts to demystify the mystery of            
instrumental music. Come early for good seats! 

Artist to Offer Oil Painting
Demo. at Arts Center

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
The Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association meeting will be held on
Thursday, May 19, from 7 – 9 p.m. at
the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center, Watson Road, Fanwood. A
brief business meeting will be fol-
lowed by a demonstration of paint-
ing in oils by Cynthia A. Dawley.

Cynthia A. Dawley was born in
New Jersey and grew up surrounded
by the works of her father, world-
renowned artist Joseph Dawley.
Though not encouraged to pursue a
career in art, the inevitable happened.
Cynthia completed her first painting
when she was in her early twenties
and has been painting ever since.
Largely self-taught, she learned
about art history from her job with a
local company that printed posters
and postcards for museums. Work-
ing solely in oils, she has exhibited
her works in galleries nationally and
her paintings are in numerous pri-
vate collections. Her work has also
been used on the corporate level by
such companies as Cartier Jewelers,
Colavita, and the HBO series “The
Sopranos.”

Ms. Dawley’s use of color and
light reflect her ability to capture a
feeling or an emotion through her
artwork. She favors the impression-
istic style and her paintings show a
large diversity in subject matter, from
the cityscapes of NYC, to the beaches
of Monterey, and even the interna-
tional flavors of such places as Swe-

Couples Can Enjoy ‘Date Night’ at
Watchung Stable Sunday, May 1

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
announced that Watchung Stable and
the Mosaico Restaurant are joining
together to offer the county’s fifth
“Date Night at Watchung Stable” on
Sunday, May 1.

Trail ride participants 18 years and
older, must arrive by 3:45 p.m. to sign

in. The ride, approximately one hour
in duration, will leave at 4 p.m. After
the ride, couples may want to head
over to the Mosaico Restaurant for a
Northern Italian dinner since each
couple will receive a $20 gift certifi-
cate courtesy of Mosaico. Experience
is not required.

Pre-registration and pre-payment
are required, as space is limited.
The fee for the Date Night Trail
Ride is $56 per couple for Union
County residents and $78 per couple
for out-of-county participants.
Those wishing to participate should
stop by Watchung Stable, 1160
Summit Lane, Mountainside and
register as soon as possible.

Mosaico Restaurant is located at
1072 Route 22 West in
Mountainside.

For information regarding avail-
ability for the trail ride, directions
to the stable or information about
other riding programs, please call
(908) 789-3665. Watchung Stable
is a service of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Extreme Sports Exhibit to be
Held at Woodbridge Center

Photo courtesy of Scott Gerke
UP-UP-UP AND AWAY...The crowd
enjoys a demonstration at Journeys
Backyard Barbeque, an extreme sports
event coming to Woodbridge May 21.

WOODBRIDGE -Some of the
world’s best alternative sports athletes
will mix it up with some of the nation’s
hottest new music artists when the Jour-
neys Backyard Barbeque national tour
stops in Woodbridge on Saturday, May
21, in the southeast parking lot outside
Woodbridge Center, 250 Woodbridge
Center Drive, from noon - 7 p.m.

Serving up a heaping helping of
today’s top action sports with a side
dish of cutting-edge music, this free
nationwide sports and music festival
will be “grillin’” with the area’s hottest
up-and-coming bands competing on
the tour’s 32 foot-long mobile music
stage.

Alongside, the action will also be
“sizzlin’” as pro skateboard, BMX and
motorcross athletes streak through the
sky in action-packed live demo shows
in the tour’s 60,000 square foot “alter-
native sports playground” of jumps
and ramps.

The Metal Mulisha freestyle
motocross team will fly and flip nearly
three stories high, over a distance of
almost 100 feet, as they run their cus-
tom-modified motocross motorcycles
through an amazing arsenal of tricks,
including can-cans, back flips, and the
“kiss of death.” Show times: 12:45,
2:45, and 5:30 p.m.

Ronnie Faisst, one of the world’s top
freestyle motocross riders, will also
make a special appearance to greet fans
and sign autographs.

Not to be outdone, some of the
world’s best skateboard and BMX pros
will perform the sickest tricks in the
sport – staged on a 48 foot wide Super
Mini Ramp (show times at 1:15 and 4
p.m. ). Osiris and Ipath will bring their
teams of internationally ranked pro ath-
letes to town for a rare, close-up expe-
rience with fans, including athlete au-
tograph sessions after each perfor-
mance. Athletes slated to appear at this
tour stop include several of the world’s
top skateboard pros, including punk-
skate superstar Corey Duffel, Fred Gall,
and Steve Durante.

The Osiris BMX team will also ”take
to the air” alongside their skate team-
mates, sailing their customized bikes
off the tour’s ramp with hair-raising
jumps and stunts. World-class riders
slated to appear include BMX pro
Darryl Tocco.

Alongside the blazin’ sports action,
the music scene will also be roastin’ as
an American Idol-style contest takes
place on the tour’s mobile stage, the
“Converse Battle of the Bands.” Local
bands of all genres will compete

throughout the day with the winner
judged by the audience via text mes-
sage voting. Local bands competing at
the event include: “Somersault Sun-
day,”  “Catch The Mouse,” and “Like
the Stars.”

The winning band will receive more
than $500 in cash and prizes (including
a year’s supply of Chuck Taylor high-
tops for each band member) After vot-
ing, winning fans will be text-mes-
saged or emailed to let them know
they’ve won a prize, including Jour-
neys gift cards and Converse products.

“Sparks The Rescue” will take the
main stage at 4:40 p.m. Finishing things
off, a special surprise headliner band
hits the stage in a rare, free showcase
concert from 6 – 6:45 p.m.

At the Converse “Punk Your Chucks”
tent, fans can  create their own original
artistic design on a pair of classic Con-
verse Chuck Taylor high-tops. The win-
ning shoe from each tour stop will be
entered into a contest, with the overall
winning design having the chance to
ultimately become a production shoe
for Converse, to be sold at retailers
worldwide.

All “non-winning” shoes (250 pairs)
will be donated to We Feed – a local
volunteer organization that raises funds
to support 11 food pantries in
Woodbridge Township, collecting
80,000 pounds of food annually and
serving 500 families per month. We
Feed will work with various local non-
profits to distribute the shoes to needy
individuals.

For updated information, call (732)
634-0261 or visit JourneysBBQ.com.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS - Artists
interested in showing and/or sell-
ing their work at the inaugural art
show and sale “Art in the Cafe”
have until April 30 to register as
exhibitors. All genres are welcomed.
The fee to exhibit is just $50, and
there will be no commissions on
sales.

“Art in the Cafe” is scheduled for
May 21 at Governor Livingston High
School, located at 175 Watchung
Boulevard, Berkeley Heights.

The event is an excellent oppor-
tunity for artists new to the area to
network and meet other artists; for
well established artists to gain more
exposure for their galleries or com-
missioned services, workshops, art
classes; for local art associations to
attract new members and gain ex-

posure for their organizations, and
for new artists to gain experience
exhibiting, showing, and selling
their work.

The $50 fee is tax deductible, as
the show and sale will help fund the
festivities for Project Graduation
2011. Project Graduation is an an-
nual off-site, all night celebration
providing graduating seniors with
a safe environment, providing food,
music and games. It is sponsored
by the PTO and made possible by
the generous support of private do-
nations from parents and commu-
nity fundraisers.

Contact event organizer, Linda
Beaudry Condrillo at
lcondrillo@comcast.net for an ap-
plication and more information, or
call (908) 232-1106.

den and Italy. She is inspired by the
beauty of nature and its relationship
with mankind. Living now in her
childhood home, Cynthia paints in
the studio that was once her father’s.
Examples of her work may be seen
on her website cadawley.com.

All of the meetings, demonstra-
tions, and workshops are free and
open to the public. The Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center is lo-
cated on the grounds of Fanwood’s
Borough Hall, facing Watson Road.
There is ample parking at the Car-
riage House Pocket Park directly
across the street on Watson Road.

For more information, contact
Paula Pearl at (908) 322-2590.

Oil Painting by Cynthia A. Dawley.

The Madrigal Singers

Susan G. Komen
Fashion Show and

Celebration
WESTFIELD - The Susan G.

Komen for the Cure North Jer-
sey Affiliate would like to invite
the community to a Survivor Cel-
ebration and Fashion Show to be
held on Sunday, May 1, from 7 to
9:00 p.m. at Lord and Taylor,
609 North Avenue.

For more information, contact
Janet M. Jannelli at
jjannelli@komennorthjersy.org,
or call (908) 277-2904, ext.12.

Madrigal Singers to Perform
 ‘The Harmony of Heaven on Earth’

WESTFIELD - Join the Madrigal
Singers with Director John Sichel as
they present “The Harmony of
Heaven on Earth – Masterpieces of
the Flemish Renaissance,” a program
of a cappella music celebrating the
brilliance of the fifteenth and six-
teenth centuries.

Judy Sullivan will join the ensemble
with her readings. Performances are
scheduled for Sunday, May 15, at the
First United Methodist Church, One
East Broad Street, and on Sunday,
May 22, at the Community Presbyte-
rian Church, 1459 Deer Path,
Mountainside. Both concerts begin
at 4 p.m.

The composers of the Flemish Re-
naissance – the great masters Josquin,

Willaert, Arcadelt, and Lassus, to
name just a few – are viewed as
creating one of the richest periods in
Western musical history. The Madri-
gal Singers will draw on their talents
to explore the timeless aspects of
human behavior about which they
wrote; sacred love, romantic love,
worldliness, and a love of just plain
fun. “Stop, that’s enough” says the
Echo in the frivolous Lassus Echo
Song, but when it comes to this music
it seems as if there never can be!

Admission at the door is $15 for
adults and $10 for seniors and stu-
dents. Both venues are handicapped
accessible and have on-site parking.

For further information, call (908)
389-0982.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“The Conspirator”
Has an Ulterior Motive

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Robert Redford’s “The Conspira-
tor,” about the only female accused
of conspiring to assassinate Presi-
dent Lincoln, informs of a sad truth
you first learn in the playground and
then have confirmed somewhere in
your graduate history studies. Might
makes right. Oh, we noble Ameri-
cans try alright. But we still have
quite a way to go.

 Detailing the rigmarole of con-
science and the fear that too often
trumps it despite our best efforts to
realize an enlightened society, “The
Conspirator” intelligently dissects
the trial that shortly followed the
catastrophe. A few paragraphs in, it
is apparent that while shedding light
on the historic episode, Mr. Redford
is also referencing its example.

 Just as the antiwar “M*A*S*H”
(1970) was about Korea, but really
an epistle about Vietnam, it is clear
that the case of Mary Surratt is a
barely veiled muckrake of how we’ve
dealt with our most recent class of
alleged terrorists. Led by Secretary
of War Edwin Stanton’s charge,
Robin Wright Penn’s Surratt is de-
nied a jury trial.

 Stanton wants to leave nothing to
chance. A war-weary, beleaguered
nation is hungry for quick
remediation and healing. Hence, she
is to be judged by a military tribunal
of seven generals and two colonels.
And since no lawyer might repre-
sent her without himself being ac-
cused of treason, the perfunctory
defense falls on an unproven novice.

 While a celebrated war hero and
undeniable advocate of justice,
James McAvoy’s Frederick Aiken
demurs politely when approached
by Maryland Senator Reverdy
Johnson to defend Mrs. Surratt. The
cards are stacked. Nonetheless, poli-
tics and careers being what they are,
he ultimately accedes to the lead
defense attorney’s imploring.

 The stage set and the players in
place, director Redford rolls up his
sleeves and unfurls a substantial,
filmic monograph on this unfortu-
nate but very telling chapter in
American history. Though compli-
cated, and fraught with as many un-
answered questions as still attend
the assassination of President John
F. Kennedy, there is an engaging
accessibility.

 Invitingly realistic art direction
and costumes establish the era; com-
petent acting performances secure
the demeanor and intrigue surround-
ing the painful crucible. Machiavelli
is alive and well in 1865 Washing-
ton, D.C. So is the social scene,
absorbing and integrating the cause
celebre into its daily buzz. And then
there’s Mrs. Surratt herself.

 No sense equivocating here.
Redford, working from a script by
James D. Solomon, is decidedly sym-
pathetic to the accused’s case for
reasons that will studiously evolve
as the story unfolds. Of course, in
Hollywood fashion, despite the
film’s independent bearing, counse-
lor Aiken will take some convinc-
ing. Suffice it to note, he is first a
seeker of truth.

‘Meet and Greet’
Author of Young

Adult Novels
WESTFIELD - The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host a
“Meet and Greet” with Ofer
Aronskind, author of four young
adult books on Saturday, April
30, from 2-4 p.m.

Ofer Aronskind, a Short Hills
resident, remembers what it was
like to be 12 years old - the chal-
lenges of middle school, making
new friends, attending summer
camp for the first time, having
your first crush. By drawing on
events from his own life, as well
as on those of his three teenage
sons, he has been able to vividly
recreate some of life’s most
memorable experiences in his
young-adult novels.

Mr. Aronskind’s primary goal
was to write books that boys
would especially want to read.
His first two books, “Summer
Sleep-Away” and “That Same
Summer,” are loosely based on
adventures and anecdotes from
the summer camp that his family
operated in The Berkshires of
western Massachusetts.

Meet Ofer Aronskind at The
Town Book Store located at 270
East Broad Street (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets).

If you are unable to attend this
event, feel free to call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy.


