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Westfield Blue Devils Rule the Face-Offs to Stifle Cranford Cougars in Boys Lacrosse, 14-8
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

my moves a little bit. Go right. Go
left, so they don’t know where I am
going to go, and they can’t stop it,”
Rittendale described.

“Ryan Rittendale! I remember him
when I used to coach at Westfield
when he was a little kid at the camps.
He was very talented. I told him after
the game, ‘just absolutely stunning!
Fantastic face-off work!’ We don’t
have our regular starting face-off guy,
but the guys, who we have, have done
a good job, but what Ryan was able to
do today was amazing,” Cougar Head
Coach Al Reinoso said.

“It’s a tricky game. He was in the
zone. He had one of those games
where it didn’t matter who they sent
out there. He is going to dominate it.

He was outstanding,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Marc Silbergeld said.

The Cougars seized a 3-2 lead in
the first quarter with goals from
midfielder Eric Knight and attackers
Luke Diano and Colin Strazdon, and
extended their lead to 4-2 early in the
second quarter with a goal from at-
tacker Jonathan Rubin, who finished
with four goals. The 5-6 Blue Devils
were having difficulty finding a chink
in the Cougars’ defensive armor,
which featured the imposing size of
goalkeeper Bobby Anstatt.

Finally attacker Paul DeVita, with
the help of midfielder Jack Allen,
found the Achilles’ heel when he
bounced a low shot past Anstatt’s
shin on a wraparound from the Blue

Devils’ left side. The floodgates
opened and DeVita came back with
another netter from the same side.
Attacker Jackson O’Leary spotted the
chink and followed up with a pair of
goals, on assists from Allen, from the
same side to give the Blue Devils a 6-
4 lead at the half. O’Leary would
finish the game with three goals and
three assists, DeVita would finish
with three goals and an assist, and
Allen would finish with one goal and
three assists.

“They were spotting on Jack very
early from the backside, and they
never recovered. Jack Allen started to
take the ball down. He banged it and
it hit the backside, and we stroked it
every time,” DeVita explained.

“We were filling in behind each
other, because it seemed open every
time,” O’Leary said.

“Bobby [Anstatt] is very good high.
The scout on him was to make sure
we shoot low,” Coach Silbergeld said.

The Cougars did adjust their de-
fense in the second half, but had
absolutely no solution for solving
their “Rittendale” nemesis.

“We tried a number of different
things to try to neutralize him, and he

was still able to adjust and come up
with the ball. They took the game
from us,” Coach Reinoso said.

“Rittendale gets us a lot of extra
possessions every game,” DeVita
commented.

Rubin, on an assist from attacker
Tom Fitzgerald, who finished with
four assists, notched his second goal
to narrow Westfield’s lead to 6-5.
Aware of the Cougars’ adjustment,
the Blue Devil attack force shifted to

Plan B. After O’Leary flicked in a
sidearm goal, attacker James Lisooey
and midfielder Matt Webb (2 goals, 2
assists) each skid in low bouncers
from the middle to end the quarter
with a 9-5, Westfield favor.

“That was some of our plays from
inside. We liked to get everyone
spread out, then get some cut through
the middle,” O’Leary said. “We
couldn’t give them any more chance
to come back.”

The final quarter featured a more
wide-open offensive onslaught. Rubin
added two more goals, and Knight
won a face-off, sprinted toward the
Blue Devil goal and scored within a
span of eight seconds. Blue Devil
midfielder Ryan Bohrod added his
second and third goals of the game.
DeVita scored and Webb, on
midfielder Greg Flood’s assist, and
attacker Abe Fertig-Cohen, on
midfielder Patrick Dyer’s assist,
added goals.

“We made some nice adjustments.
Paul DeVita and Jackson O’Leary
really settled in. James [Lisooey] and
Abe [Fertig-Cohen] chipped in. It
was a total team effort,” Coach
Silbergeld said.

“They recognize what we do de-
fensively. They tried to find the weak-
nesses, and they were able to get
some success. A lot of their offensive
guys had very good shooting nights,”
Coach Reinoso said.

“Our offense was as patient as they
have been all season. We settled in
nicely against the zone, but we are
still giving up some transition that we
shouldn’t be giving up,” Coach
Silbergeld said.
Westfield 2 4 3 5 14
Cranford 3 1 1 3 8

WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST  TIME GUEST

*

CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGARS’ LINE OF DEFENSE…Cranford Cougar goalkeeper Bobby Anstatt, No. 47, and three Cougar defenders put
the pinch on any penetration in the middle from the Blue Devil attackers at Memorial Field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING THE BALL UP FIELD…Cougar midfielder Billy Davitt, No. 19, with Cougar defender Alex Fries, left, in the
background brings the ball up field against the Westfield Blue Devils.

FFriendly Rivals 
                  Softball Camp 

   
For girls entering grades 2-9 
June 27 – June 30, 2011 
Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Pitching instruction: 12:15 pm – 1:15 pm 
Where:  Westfield High School 
For more information call:  732-873-5399 
E – mail: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org 

Roselle Golf Club
Your Home for Great Golf  in 2011!

Memberships starting at only $1800.

No greens fees. No mandatory carts.

Just a friendly, private golf  club experience.

Pool memberships available.

Facilities available to Public for
Banquets, Business Meetings or Parties.

www.rosellegolfclub1917.com

908-245-7175
Roselle, NJ

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

** Cougar Snacks: **
Baseball Cougars Rip
GL Highlanders, 6-2
The No. 8 Cranford High School

baseball team received a strong pitch-
ing performance from sophomore
Ryan Williamson to roll to a 6-2 vic-
tory over No. 12 Governor Livingston
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
April 20. The victory placed the 9-1
Cougars in the “catbird seat” for the
upcoming Union County Tournament.

Greg Matlosz singled, ripped a two-
run double and scored once. Mark
Osofsky scored the Cougars’ first run
in the fourth inning when he singled,
advanced to second on Sean Feeney’s
bunt, dashed to third on Eric
Garguilo’s bunt and scored on a throw-
ing error. Garguilo added an RBI
single in the fifth.
Gov. Livingston 010 010 0 2
Cranford 000 312 x 6

Union Farmers Stun
Cougar Nine, 9-5

One day after knocking off Gover-
nor Livingston, the No. 8 Cranford
High School baseball team took one
on the chin from the Union Farmers,
9-5, in Union on April 21. The 1-6
Farmers plated six runs in the fifth
inning to grab a 9-2 lead.

Devin Zimmerman hammered a
solo homer and Lou DeCastro drilled
a two-run double for the Farmers.
Andrew DeFrancesco doubled and
singled for the Cougars.

Reading is Good For You
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Probitas Verus Honos

Baseball Cougars Get
Top Seed for UCT

The Cranford High School base-
ball team received the top seed for
the upsoming Union County Tour-
nament. The Cougars will host the
winner of the Brearley/Rahway game
this Saturday at Memorial Field.


