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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the Westfield High School
boys tennis team receiving the top
seed in all five flights, there was
very little question as to who was
going to win the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) championship at
Donald Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield on April 21.

The question was, were the Blue
Devils going to sweep? But every-
body had to wait until senior Alan
Chu, who split his first two sets, 6-2,
2-6, with Alex Hocken of New Provi-
dence (NP), came on strong to win
the third set, 6-2, to claim the third
singles crown and to give the Blue
Devils their seventh straight title and
third sweep in four years (2008, 2009,
2011). For Chu, it was his third UCT
title (2008 at second doubles, 2010 at
first doubles).

Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner, who has coached boys and
girls soccer and boys tennis and swim-
ming, achieved a milestone by re-
cording his 100th tournament vic-
tory – that included county, confer-
ence and group only and does not
include invitationals, such as the
Delbarton Tournament, etc.

“Getting the sweep was important
simply from the perspective that Alan
Chu needs to rebuild his confidence
and stamina...he was injured early in
the season, then very, very sick and is
only now rounding back into tennis
shape,” Coach Kapner said. “It was
also important in that all of our play-
ers could enjoy the day...each other’s
championships and my coaching
milestone without the negativity of a
personal loss intruding. This is a
wonderful, talented, deep roster of
young men who, I believe, will once
again make some impressive noise
come state tournament time.”

Westfield totaled 100 points, fol-

lowed by NP at 65, Summit (S) at 56
and Jonathan Dayton (D) at 29. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) took fifth at
28, Plainfield (P) was sixth at 21,
Cranford (C) was seventh at 17, Gov-
ernor Livingston (GL) and Oratory
(O) tied for eighth at 12, Arthur
Johnson (J) was 10th at 7, Roselle
Park (RP) was 11th at 3 and Union
(U) was 12th at 2.

Blue Devil Tom Kowalski became
the UCT “Cream of the Crop” when
he defeated Plainfield’s Emanuel
Jallin, 6-1, 6-3. But with the heavy
winds and Jallin’s persistence, the
match was much closer than the score
indicated.

“Today the wind was dangerous,
so I wasn’t going that much towards
the line. I was hitting more heavy
shots towards the middle. That was a
good strategy. Setting up the point,
being patient but also finishing off
aggressively. He left it short and I
took advantage of that,” said
Kowalski, who won at third singles

last year. “He grinded it out. He didn’t
miss at all. Home court advantage I
guess! The score may have not said it,
but it was definitely a tough match.”

Blue Devil Scott Thompson de-
feated Cranford Cougar Christian
Woo, 6-2, 6-2, in the second singles
semifinals to advance to the champi-
onship match. Woo was definitely

struggling with his serves throughout
the match.

“First and second I think,” Thomp-
son said of Woo’s difficulty getting
his serves in. “The wind was a big
factor. I think what was messing him
up was his toss. The wind would take
the ball in his toss. I think I played a
little more focused than usual. I kicked

most of my first serves just to get it in,
because I believe my ground strokes
are probably the better part of my
game.”

“He definitely got caught off-guard
with the wind. He has been strug-
gling with his serves the last couple
of days,” Cougar Head Coach Rich

MILLER GETS 5TH AT 3RD SINGLES; ALLEN, FRANCIS GET 8TH AT 1 DOUBLES; MONAHAN, LI 8TH AT 2 DOUBLES

Blue Devil Boys Sweep UCT Tennis Title; Coach Kapner Gets
100th Tourney Title; Cougar Woo Gets 4th at Second Singles
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Midfielder Ryan Rittendale put on
a show at centerfield by winning 20
of 21 face-offs to place the Westfield
High School boys lacrosse team in a
position to roll to a 14-8 victory over

Cranford under the lights on Senior
Night at Memorial Field in Cranford
on April 25. Rittendale’s only lost
face-off came in the first quarter. The
4-5 Cougars did win another face-off
in the fourth quarter, but not on
Rittendale’s watch.

“We practice a lot. Motorcycle grip
is the way I grip the stick. It helps me
win. And I time the whistle. Get it
into my head how the ref is going to
blow the whistle. What his cadence
is! I will just go on that. I will work on

RUBIN NETS 4 GOALS, KNIGHT 2, FITZGERALD 4 ASSTS

Blue Devils Rule Face-Offs,
Stifle Cougar Laxmen, 14-8
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLACING FOURTH AT SECOND SINGLES…Cranford Cougar Christian Woo makes a return in his second singles
semifinal match at the Union County boys tennis tournament in Plainfield on April 21. Woo placed fourth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A RETURN AT FIRST DOUBLES…Cranford Cougar Will Allen returns a serve in his first doubles consolation
match at the Union County boys tennis tournament on April 21. Allen and his partner, Jeff Francis, placed eighth.
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Westfield Shuts Out Cougars in Baseball, 10-0, in 6 Innings
Read full story in the May 5 Edition of The Leader & The Times Newspaper
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO KEEP A COUGAR IN CHECK…Blue Devil defenseman Jack Lorentzen, No. 4, keeps close contact with
Cougar attacker Jonathan Rubin, No. 15. Rubin netted four goals in the game on Senior Night at Memorial Field.


