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Blue Devils Surge Early, Defeat Raider Laxers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“This is our second tough opponent
in a row. We had Cranford. We did
beat Cranford, 10-9. Westfield is a
pretty successful program in this
county. They are definitely in the
upper echelon. The main thing is I
just want our girls to maintain their
composure and work hard.”

The Blue Devils, with a 10-2 mar-
gin in the first half and a 9-1 margin
in the second half, dominated in draw
controls.

“I rotated among three people. To-
day, Anna Tanji took all of our draws,
but again, I might switch in Elizabeth
Cusick or Emily Gretsky. Sometimes,
if there is a tall girl, I will substitute
Courtney Weisse, but Courtney did

not play today,” Coach Behrens said.
In addition to Cusick, who had

three of her goals in the second half,
senior attacker Jenna Sharkey netted
both of her goals and two of her three
assists in that half. Senior attacker
Katherine Frega, who finished with
two goals, had a goal and an assist in
the half. Junior midfielders Jordan
Yarusi and Caroline Bertoni, and
freshman attacker Mary Randazzo
each flicked in second-half goals, and

sophomore midfielder Mariah Baker
added a pair of assists.

With such a young team, Coach
Rafferty used the services of three
freshmen and received good results
from each. Goalie Megan Welch fin-
ished with 11 saves. Attackers Julie
Hagan and Andrea McNeely found
some opportunities to pressure Blue
Devil sophomore goalie Casey
Gillespie. In fact, Hagan scored two
of the 4-4 Raiders’ goals, while junior
attacker Liz Schiller scored the other

two goals. Junior attacker Haley
Regan assisted Hagan on her second
goal.

“Julie Hagan and Andrea McNeely
are freshmen. My goalie is a fresh-
man. She had her first career start
against Cranford and got the win.
Hagan was very energetic. She came
off the bench. Myself and my coach
[Ryan McKenna] likes what she
brings,” Coach Rafferty commented.

During the few times that the Raid-

ers pressured the Westfield goal,
Gillespie positioned herself well to
prevent any major collapse.

“Casey, our goalie, did a really nice
job of looking for the long clear, and
she did that three or four times today.
That was something that we have
been working on all season. She was
able to execute that really well, and
that really helped our transitions up
the field,” Coach Behrens said.
Westfield 9 9 18
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 2 4

RITTENDALE WINS 20 OF 21; O’LEARY 3 GOALS, 3 ASSTS

Blue Devils Rule Face-Offs,
Stifle Cougar Laxmen, 14-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midfielder Ryan Rittendale put on
a show at centerfield by winning 20
of 21 face-offs to place the Westfield
High School boys lacrosse team in a
position to roll to a 14-8 victory over
Cranford under the lights on Senior
Night at Memorial Field in Cranford
on April 25. Rittendale’s only lost
face-off came in the first quarter. The
4-5 Cougars did win another face-off
in the fourth quarter, but not on
Rittendale’s watch.

“We practice a lot. Motorcycle grip
is the way I grip the stick. It helps me
win. And I time the whistle. Get it into
my head how the ref is going to blow
the whistle. What his cadence is! I
will just go on that. I will work on my
moves a little bit. Go right. Go left, so
they don’t know where I am going to
go, and they can’t stop it,” Rittendale

described.
“Ryan Rittendale! I remember him

when I used to coach at Westfield
when he was a little kid at the camps.
He was very talented. I told him after
the game, ‘just absolutely stunning!
Fantastic face-off work!’ We don’t
have our regular starting face-off guy,
but the guys, who we have, have done
a good job, but what Ryan was able to
do today was amazing,” Cougar Head
Coach Al Reinoso said.

“It’s a tricky game. He was in the
zone. He had one of those games
where it didn’t matter who they sent
out there. He is going to dominate it.
He was outstanding,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Marc Silbergeld said.

The Cougars seized a 3-2 lead in
the first quarter with goals from
midfielder Eric Knight and attackers
Luke Diano and Colin Strazdon, and
extended their lead to 4-2 early in the

second quarter with a goal from at-
tacker Jonathan Rubin, who finished
with four goals. The 5-6 Blue Devils
were having difficulty finding a chink
in the Cougars’ defensive armor,
which featured the imposing size of
goalkeeper Bobby Anstatt.

Finally attacker Paul DeVita, with
the help of midfielder Jack Allen,
found the Achilles’ heel when he
bounced a low shot past Anstatt’s
shin on a wraparound from the Blue

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNSTOPPABLE ON FACE-OFFS…Blue Devil Ryan Rittendale, No. 42, won 20 of 21 face-offs in the game against the
Cranford Cougars in Cranford on April 25. The Blue Devils won, 14-8. See Cranford Online Sports pages for more.
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60 MANITOU CIRCLE, WESTFIELD

Pristine and updated custom home offers ideal location in a quiet Westfield neighborhood 
near Tamaques Park. This fine four bedroom home boasts a spacious Eat-in Kitchen, two full 
Bathroomss, beautiful stone fireplace exposed on all sides, high ceilings, Recreation Room, 
hardwood floors and  central air conditioning.  Enjoy close proximity to top rated schools, 
downtown shopping and dining, and New York City transportation.   

        Offered for $489,000                                                                                                                                                

Charm abounds in this pristine home situated on a quiet street just blocks to Wilson school, 
downtown shopping & NYC transportation.  The front porch invites you into this quaint 
Colonial home offering a new eat-in Kitchen, 2 new bathrooms, formal Dining Room and Living 
Room with fireplace and built-ins, hardwood floors, new windows and patio overlooking private, 
fenced rear yard.                                                                          

             Offered for $599,000                        

Custom built in 2001, this four bedroom Colonial home boasts extensive moldings and quality 
craftsmanship throughout.  Among the endless upgrades is a gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with 
Cherry cabinets & granite counters, family room with fireplace, hardwood floors, central vacuum, 
first floor laundry, professionally landscaped, fenced yard with spacious deck and Recreation 
Room.    

              Offered for $799,000                                                                                                               

Custom built in 2001, this four bedroom Colonial home boasts extensive moldings and quality 
craftsmanship throughout.  Among the endless upgrades is a gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with 
Cherry cabinets & granite counters, family room with fireplace, hardwood floors, central vacuum, 
first floor laundry, professionally landscaped, fenced yard with spacious deck and Recreation 
Room with gym!                                                                        

                                                                                                                Offered for $929,000                                                                     

633 NORWOOD DRIVE, WESTFIELD 712 OAK AVENUE, WESTFIELD

220 BRIGHTWOOD AVENUE, WESTFIELD 521 TOPPING HILL ROAD, WESTFIELD

This impeccably maintained, quaint Colonial in the charming Wychwood section boasts a 
newer Eat-in Kitchen with granite counters and separate dining area, adjacent Family Room 
with vaulted ceiling, Formal Dining and Living Room with fireplace, hardwood floors, central 
air, 2 car attached garage and a deck overlooking serene setting of the professionally 
landscaped, private rear yard. 

           Offered for $649,000              

Extensively renovated Colonial in prestigious Wychwood section of Westfield offers stunning 
architecture & quality craftsmanship throughout its 4 bedrooms & 2.5 baths.  The charm of 
yesteryear is combined w/all of today’s amenities offering a grand Entrance Foyer, gourmet EIK 
w/center island, adjacent Family Room w/fireplace, Master Bedroom Suite, 2 fireplaces &  second 
floor laundry.       

                                 Offered for $1,299,999          
                                                                                               
                                          
                                                                                   

527 WYCHWOOD ROAD, WESTFIELD

Madison Laxers Best
Blue Devil Boys, 12-9
After trailing 4-0, the Madison High

School boys lacrosse team stunned
Westfield, 12-9, in Westfield on April
20. Ryan Bohrod notched three goals
and a pair of assists for the 4-5 Blue
Devils. Bill Battaglia fired in five goals
and Colin McLinden flicked in four.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

St. Peter’s Prep Nips
Blue Devil Laxers, 5-4
The No. 11 St. Peter’s Prep boys

lacrosse team slipped past the
Westfield High School Blue Devils,
5-4, in Westfield on April 23. Patrick
Dyer scored a pair of goals for the 4-
6 Blue Devils.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JARRING THE BALL LOOSE…Blue Devil attacker Allie Rose, No. 11, jars the ball from Raider midfielder Meghan
Bruckman, No. 15, as Blue Devil midfielder Elizabeth Cusick, No. 19, puts on the pinch.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


