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– Obituaries –
Theodore A. Brenan, 79, Executive;
Avid Golfer Was Known For Humor
Theodore Austin Brenan, a long-

time resident of Westfield, N.J., died
on the morning of
Wednesday, April 20,
2011, at the age of 79.

Born in Cambridge,
Ohio, he graduated from
Ohio State University in
1954 and served in Ger-
many for two years in
the U.S. Army. He then
moved to New York City,
where he worked as an
advertising executive
and then as a group prod-
uct marketing manager
for Whitehall Robbins, a
division of Wyeth.

He married Susan C. Durr, a life-
long Westfield resident, and lived in
Westfield from 1975 until his pass-

ing. Ted was blessed with an extraor-
dinary daughter, by whom he also is

survived, Megan Brenan,
age 30, who resides in Los
Angeles, Calif.

An avid golfer and sports
enthusiast, Ted and his dry
sense of humor were loved
dearly and will be greatly
missed.

A short memorial service
followed by a celebratory
cocktail reception will be
held at the Stage House Res-
taurant in Scotch Plains to-
morrow, Friday, April 29,
at 6:30 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to the ALS Association at
www.alsa.org/donate/.
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Theodore A. Brenan

Edith Ann Isoldi, Was Boutique Owner,
Area Newspaper Editor and Publisher

Edith Ann Isoldi (née Panzana) of
Westfield, known to all as Edie, passed
away on Wednesday, April 20, 2011,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit after
a valiant battle with cancer, while
surrounded by her devoted and lov-
ing family.

Edith was born in Orange, raised in
Union and lived in Summit and
Millburn before moving to Westfield
45 years ago.

Edie was always a hard worker and
very entrepreneurial in spirit. She
was the editor of the Independent
Press in New Providence as well as
the publisher of the Sun Times in
Berkeley Heights.

Edie was the human resource man-
ager for Kodak Polychrome in
Norwalk, Conn. for several years,

before retiring in 2000. She then
opened her boutique, known as Bit-
tersweet Designs, located in down-
town Westfield.

Edie’s true love was her family and
her home. She was the beloved wife
for 45 years of Frank Isoldi, Jr., and
devoted mother of Lisa Brophy of
Essex, Conn. and Frank D. Isoldi and
his loving companion, Daniel Egan,
of Westfield. She also will be deeply
missed by her two grandchildren,
Jenna and Jonathan Brophy, and her
close cousin, Diane Fuga, and her
husband, James. She will be fondly
remembered by her many nieces,
nephews, relatives and friends.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Tuesday, April 26, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Interment was
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were completed by
the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Donations in Edie’s memory may
be given to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, Tenn. 38105.
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Dorothy Gornowski, 91
Dorothy Gornowski, 91, passed on

to eternal peace on Sunday, January
9, 2011.

She was born in Wilmington, Del.
and moved to New Jersey after her
marriage to Dr. Edward Gornowski.

A beloved wife and mother, Dor-
othy was predeceased by her hus-
band and her son, Thomas. She is
survived by her sons, Edward and
David; her daughter, Sue Bradley,
and her husband, Bill; her daughter-
in-law, Joann; her grandchildren,
Kimara Vann, Chad Straka, Laura
Marett and William Bradley; her
great-granddaughter, Violet Straka,
and her sister, Ruth, and her husband,
Arthur Jelinek.

Dorothy had a great sense of hu-
mor, was active in charitable and
church activities, excelled at needle-
work and ceramics and was an unsur-
passed cook and baker. We all miss
her deeply.

Friends and family are invited to a
memorial mass celebrating her life at
The Church of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary in Scotch Plains on Satur-
day, April 30, at 9:30 a.m.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to The Little Sisters of the Poor
at Our Lady of Providence, 31 Britton
Drive, Flemington, N.J. 08822.

May God hold you in the palm of
his hand, Mom.
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William Keys, 22, U.S. Navy Corpsman;
Cherished Family, Friends and Country
William “Will” James Keys, 22, of

Middlebury, Conn. died on Saturday,
April 16, 2011, in a car accident in
Hampstead, N.C.

Will was a U.S. Navy Corpsman
with the 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine
Division, and returned from Afghani-
stan in October 2010.

Will was born April 22, 1988 in
Waterbury, Conn., son of William
Jeffrey and Lisa (Matino) Keys, and
loved his home in Middlebury. He
was educated in Region 15 schools
through eighth grade, and graduated
from The Taft School in 2006, where
he was captain of the boys’ varsity
lacrosse team.

He was a loyal friend and a
goodhearted son and brother. He loved
his family above all else, and his

country that he so proudly served.
Will was passionate about fishing
and hunting, and had an uncanny
sense of direction. He was selected
for advanced sniper school in Ha-
waii; only he and the other soldier
killed in the accident qualified for
this, but they will not get there.

Besides his parents, he leaves his
sister, Caitlin, and his dog, Deacon.
In addition, he leaves his paternal
grandfather, LD Keys; his maternal
grandmother, Edith Matino; his four
uncles from Westfield, Charles,
James, Peter and Louis Matino, plus
numerous extended family and
friends.

William James Keys was buried on
his 23rd birthday.
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Rosaria Magnotti, 97
Rosaria “Rose” Magnotti, 97, of

Colts Neck passed away on Saturday,
April 23, 2011, at her daughter’s
home.

Born in New York City, Rose lived
most of her life in Westfield prior to
moving to Colts Neck.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Samuel Magnotti, in 1983 and
by her two brothers, Salvatore and
Rosario Tosto.

Surviving are her daughters, Rose
Marie Peczinka and her husband,
Joseph, of Westfield and Rita
Hettmann and her husband, William,
of Colts Neck; her grandchildren,
William Joseph Hettmann and Susan
Janet Cullen, and her four great-
grandchildren, Thomas, Amanda,
Rachel and Billy.

Entombment was in St. Gertrude
Cemetery Mausoleum in Colonia, N.J.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Holmdel Funeral Home
in Holmdel, N.J.

To post a condolence to the family,
please visit
www.holmdelfuneralhome.com.
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Senior Council Luncheon
To Feature ‘Produce Pete’

MOUNTAINSIDE –NBC’s celeb-
rity host “Produce Pete” will be the
featured speaker at the 40th Annual
Union County Senior Citizens Coun-
cil Awards Luncheon on Thursday,
May 5, at L’Affaire Fine Catering,
located at 1099 Route 22, East, in
Mountainside. This special anniver-
sary celebration will honor Meals on
Wheels of Union County.

“The theme of this year’s luncheon
is ‘Food for Thought’ and, who better
to advise us than Produce Pete,” said
Board Chairwoman Ellen Steinberg.
“This is an extra special celebration,
as we will also be honoring ‘Meals on
Wheels,’ which has contributed so
much to the families and residents of
Union County. They, too, are cel-
ebrating their 40th year of service
and commitment to our community.”

The Annual Awards Luncheon also
will pay tribute to 10 senior volun-
teers who were nominated by their
clubs for dedicated service to their
respective organizations. “Each year
our seniors look forward to this event,”
said Executive Director Richard
Stone. “Last year, over 300 people
attended.”

Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m.,
with a continental breakfast served
until 10 a.m. Representatives from
multiple private companies, non-
profit organizations and government
agencies will be on hand to provide
information for older adults and their
families. There will be a complete
sit-down luncheon along with the
formal program. Attendees also will
be treated to musical entertainment.
Special presentations and door prizes
will complete the program.

The 40th Annual Awards Luncheon
is open to the public. Tickets are $29
and should be purchased in advance.
For more information or to reserve a
ticket, call (908) 964-7555. The Se-
nior Citizens Council of Union
County is a not-for-profit, grassroots
organization devoted to the needs of
older Americans and their families.
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Dr. Robert L. Blevins, 66, Was Dentist;
Enjoyed Church, Fine Food and Travel
Dr. Robert Leigh Blevins, D.M.D.,

66, of Exton, Pa. passed away on
Wednesday, April 20, 2011.

Born in Wichita Falls, Tex. on July
12, 1945, he was the son of the late
Herbert H. and Neva (née Payne)
Blevins. Robert earned his Bachelor
of Science degree from Denison Uni-
versity in Granville, Ohio and his
Doctor of Dental Medicine degree
from the University of Pennsylvania,
where he was a member of the Delta
Sigma Delta dental fraternity. He
became a Fellow of the Academy of
General Dentistry in 1984.

Robert proudly served as a dentist
in the United States Air Force, attain-
ing the rank of major. He established
his dental practice in Thorndale, Pa.,
where he practiced dentistry for 36
years, retiring on January 28.

A longtime member of the Central
Presbyterian Church in
Downingtown, Pa., he served on the
board of trustees and as a member of
the Endowment Committee. He also
served on the Ambassador Commit-
tee, ushering on Sunday mornings
for over 30 years.

He enjoyed reading, cooking, fine
cuisine, sports and traveling, includ-
ing trips to Hawaii, Costa Rica and

Europe.
He is survived by his wife of 41

years, Susan (née Smith) Blevins; his
children, Scott Robert Blevins and
Rebecca (Jeffrey) Hyatt; his sister,
Patti (Edward) Baird, and his niece,
Kristen Baird. In addition to his par-
ents, he was predeceased by his sis-
ter, Dixie Blevins.

Relatives and friends are invited to
Robert’s Life Celebration memorial
service on Saturday, April 30, at 11
a.m. at the Central Presbyterian
Church, 100 W. Uwchlan Avenue,
Downingtown, Pa. 19335. Friends
may call from 10 to 11 a.m. at the
church. Interment will be private at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield, N.J.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the ASPCA, P.O. Box 96929,
Washington, D.C. 20090-6929 or
www.aspca.org/donate, or to the
Wounded Warriors Project, P.O. Box
758517, Topeka, KS 66675-8517 or
www.woundedwarriorproject.org.

Arrangements are by Ralston and
Bredickas of Downingtown. To share
your fondest memory of Dr. Robert
Leigh Blevins, please visit
www.lifecelebration.com, 1-(800)-
GIVNISH.
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Sheep to Shawl Festival Set
This Sunday at Miller-Cory
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, will present
its annual Sheep to Shawl Festival this
Sunday, May 1, from 1 to 4 p.m. This
event will take place rain or shine.

The entire process of sheep shear-
ing will be demonstrated by master
sheep shearer Jeremy Mills of
Hamilton Square, using hand shears
as was done in the 18th and 19th
centuries. The museum expresses
appreciation to Kafka Farms of
Watchung, which will provide the
sheep for the festival.

The production of cloth and gar-
ments from woolen fibers will con-
tinue with demonstrations of spin-
ning, weaving and knitting. Museum
volunteers also will demonstrate 18th-
century farm skills, such as butter
churning and “laundry day.” May 1
will further be celebrated with a May-

pole dance and colonial games. Chil-
dren will have an opportunity to make
a tin piercing craft and a planting craft.

A bake sale and an herb sale will be
conducted throughout the afternoon.
Free homemade cookies and lemon-
ade will be available in the Frazee
Building. The museum’s gift shop
also will be open. Admission will be
$3 for adults, $1 for students and free
for children under age 4. No reserva-
tions are necessary.

Upcoming programs include “18th
Century Gadgets and Gizmos” on May
15 and “Handkerchief and Pillowcase
Dolls” on May 22. The museum’s an-
nual “Aunt Carrie’s Attic Sale” is sched-
uled for Saturday, May 28, from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m.; the rain date is Sunday, May
29. For more information, call (908)
232-1776 weekday mornings or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
website is millercoryhouse.org.

Cannonball House
To Be Open Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn
Cannonball House Museum, located
at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains,
will be open this Sunday, May 1,
from 2 to 4 p.m.

The ongoing current exhibit fea-
turing four seasons of clothing of the
Victorian and Edwardian eras will
continue to be on display. Costumed
guides will conduct tours. The mu-
seum is open the first Sunday of each
month from 2 to 4 p.m.

Historical Society to Learn
About Shakers at Luncheon
WESTFIELD – “The Shakers”

will be the topic of Mary-Beth
Phillips, who will be the featured
speaker at the First Wednesday Lun-
cheon of the Westfield Historical
Society at noon on May 4. It will
take place at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club, located at 515 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

Many people have heard the lilt-
ing Shaker folksong “Simple Gifts”
and seen examples of classically
beautiful yet highly functional fur-
niture. Some may even own a set of
Shaker-inspired nested wooden
boxes. But who exactly were the
Shakers? Related to the Amish? Not
even close.

This religious sect began in up-
per New York State in 1774, spread
across the eastern half of the United

States and still exists today.
Mrs. Phillips, who wrote a thesis

on the “Shaking Quakers” while at
George Washington University,
where she earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in religion and philosophy, will
tell how she was captivated by the
plethora of religions that found fer-
tile ground in the new world. Many
of these religions died out after a
few years, but the Shaker religion,
under its founder, Ann Lee, and in
spite of its doctrine on strict celi-
bacy and total dependence on con-
verts, has lasted nearly 240 years.

In her talk, Mrs. Phillips will dis-
cuss the tenets of their unusual faith,
the tenacity of their beliefs and just
how the Shakers managed not only
to survive in this rather different
ethos, but to thrive.

Mrs. Phillips, who says she con-
sulted with several Shaker mem-
bers during the course of her initial
research, is a member of the
Westfield Historical Society, a
trustee of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO), an active mem-
ber of the Friends of WSO, a retired
non-profit administrator, a former
florist and a semi-retired jazz singer.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a reser-
vation by calling (908|) 233-2930
by noon on Monday, May 2. The
cost is $21 for members and $26 for
non-members, including gratuity.

Judith Krall-Russo

Food Historian to Discuss
History of N.J. Cranberry

FANWOOD – The Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library will
present food historian and tea expert
Judith Krall-Russo in a program on
“The New Jersey Cranberry” on Tues-
day, May 10, at 7 p.m. The library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road.

Cranberries were, and still are,
known by many names, such as bitter
berry, bear berry and the marsh apple.
It is one of the few fruits indigenous
to the United States. Native Ameri-
cans used cranberries as food, medi-
cine and dyes long before the Euro-
pean settlers arrived. Cranberries have
been an important crop for New Jer-
sey since the 19th century.

Attendees will learn the history of
these tart berries and why they were
so important, and also explore New
Jersey’s contribution to their cultiva-
tion. Early American recipes will be
discussed and cranberry-ish refresh-
ments will be served.

Ms. Krall-Russo belongs to the
Culinary Historians of New York and

the Specialty Tea Institute. She has
previously presented programs at the
library on topics ranging from tea to
blueberries and tomatoes.

Supported by the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library, this free
program also is sponsored by the
New Jersey Council for the Humani-
ties. Registration is suggested. For
more information and to register, call
(908) 322-6400.

Hetfield Geranium Sale
To Commence Today
MOUNTAINSIDE – The annual

geranium plant sale is set for today,
Thursday, April 28, through Sunday,
May 1, at the historic Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
each day. All proceeds will go to sup-
port the Hetfield House.

“This year we will have a variety
of colors to satisfy every taste,”
said Ruth Goense, Mountainside
Historic Preservation Committee
(MHPC) member and plant sale
organizer. “We will also have a se-
lection of hanging plants and some
smaller flowering plants. There’ll
be something for everyone.”

On Sunday, May 1, the MHPC
will host its annual Tea and Strings
music and food event at the Hetfield
House starting at 1 p.m. The com-
mittee will hold its annual raffle
drawing at 2 p.m., rounding off a
spring afternoon of classical music
and refreshments. Winners will be
drawn from among the individuals
who mailed in their donations over
the last few weeks.

The Hetfield House is located on
Constitution Plaza (Watchung Av-
enue off Birch Hill Road) adjacent
to the Mountainside Public Library.
For further information or to con-
tact the MHPC, visit
mountainsidehistory.org or call
(908)789-9420.

Newmark Schools Transform into Art
Gallery for Special Needs Students

PLAINFIELD – On Friday, May
6, the Newmark Schools will trans-
form into a vibrant art gallery,
showcasing over 200 pieces of
original artwork by students from
both the Newmark School in
Plainfield and Newmark High
School in Carteret. This is the cul-
mination of nearly eight months of
creative art classes for students
with learning disabilities and be-
havioral disorders, including au-
tism, who come from districts
throughout New Jersey.

Well-integrated into Newmark’s
academic curriculum, the progres-
sive art and technology program is
designed to provide a creative out-
let and life skill training for stu-
dents who often have had little
experience or success in the arts.

To celebrate the efforts of the
Newmark student artists this year,
Newmark School invites families,
friends, and the entire community
to the annual Art Show,  on May 6,
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Newmark

School, 365 Emerson Avenue,
Plainfield. In addition to showcas-
ing the students’ artwork as de-
picted in pen, pixel, clay, and pa-
per, the evening will also feature a
wine and cheese reception, raffle
baskets, and live auction. Last
year’s Art Show had 300 people
who attended and raised over
$40,000. This year over 400 guests
are expected to attend. Newmark
also expanded the event to include
an online auction for a 10-day
Galapagos Adventure with
Lindblad Expeditions aboard the
National Geographic Endeavour,
powered by Charity.Folks.com.

The Art Show event is open to
the community. Tickets for the
event are $25 per person; children
under 18 are free. For information,
visit newmarkeducation.com or
call (908) 753-0330.

WF’s Olivares Selected
To Attend Conference
WESTFIELD – Julian Olivares

from Westfield High School Class of
2012 has been selected to participate
in the National Student Leadership
Entrepreneurship and Business Con-
ference this summer at Fordham
University.

During the conference, Julian will
attend specialized workshops and
classes designed to develop the skills
and traits that define a leader. Lead-
ing professionals and professors from
top colleges facilitate the programs
and engage the students in hands-on
activities that provide students with a
day-in-the-life understanding of a
prospective career. Trips and tours
also enhance the students’ experi-
ence, by tailoring them to their spe-
cific conference. Julian also will have
the opportunity to meet with and learn
from recognized leaders.

SP Students to Receive
Club Scholarships

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Club National Association of
Negro Business and Professional
Women’s Clubs, Inc., will present
three Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students with its 2011 book
and scholarship awards. Ashley Ro-
mans, who aspires to be a music
teacher, will receive the Muriel
Ingram Book Award. This award was
named after Muriel Ingram, a retired
Newark principal. Bria Barnes and
Bryce Smith will receive the club
scholarships at their 39th Annual
Founders’ Day Celebration on Satur-
day, April 30, at the Westwood Res-
taurant in Garwood. The club will
also present community service
awards and the Sojourner Truth
Award. Tonia M. Johnson is the club
president and Annie R. Lucas is the
northeast district governor.

LIGHTS OUT…Students at Franklin
School recently participated in a
“Lights Out” hour to conserve energy,
inspired by the world-wide “Earth
Hour” event.  Pictured are third grad-
ers Rebecca Whang and Josh
Schuttevaer switching off the lights in
Franklin’s main hallway.

SP Resident Honored
At Virginia Tech

 BLACKSBURG, Va., – The fol-
lowing Virginia Tech student was
among those honored at the
university’s fall commencement cer-
emony held December 17, 2010, in
Cassell Coliseum.

Kelli Kaskiw of Scotch Plains.
Ms. Kaskiw received a Bachelor of
Science in Mechanical Engineering
degree in mechanical engineering
from the College of Engineering.

www.goleader.com

Hadassah Luncheon
To Feature Author

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold its
Installation Luncheon on Monday,
May 9, at 11:30 a.m. at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Dr. Gloria Schrager will be the guest
speaker. She is the author of “The
Complex Life of a Woman Doctor –
Medicine and Motherhood,” which
describes her struggle to become a
doctor when women physicians were
an anomaly, facing harassment and
discrimination.

Her most recent book is “Rebecca
and Her Brothers,” a novel about her
childhood adventures.

Dr. Schrager earned her medical de-
gree from the Women’s Medical Col-
lege of Pennsylvania. Her career has
ranged from private practice, to Direc-
tor of Pediatrics at Overlook Hospital
in Summit, to Clinical Professor of
Pediatrics at Columbia University Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons. She is
a frequent speaker at book clubs and
book fairs and has appeared at the
Virginia Festival of the Book as well as
on radio and television.

Reservations are necessary for this
luncheon. For further information and
the luncheon fee, call (908) 230-2918.


