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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zokor – A burrowing rodent that

looks like a mole rat
2. Tergiversate – To desert a cause
3. Reliction – Land left uncovered by

the recession of the sea
4. Churrus – A gum resin which oozes

from the Indian hemp

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CULPON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
3. A shred or splinter
4. An arrow or arrowhead

SAPIENT
1. Restless; nervous
2. Wise; knowing
3. Dewy; moist
4. Not subject to corruption

RECTIROSTRAL
1. Having the breadth of the cranium

greater than the length
2. Having the back below in swim-

ming, as certain insects
3. Having a straight bill or beak
4. A leaning to the right

CHUKKER
1. Second-class; something of lesser

value
2. One of the periods into which a polo

game is divided
3. A gopher
4. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top

Why Did Republican Majority
Not Return SP Sewer Utility Surplus?

If Westfield Firemen Obeyed The
Rules, There Were Not Enough Men

Freeholder Scanlon
Please Fill Vacancy
On MCUA Board

Dear Chairman Scanlon:
I recently read a news article, which

stated that Union County seat on the
Middlesex County Utilities Authority
(MCUA) Board of Commissioners has
been vacant for five years. The MCUA
provides wastewater treatment services
to the Plainfield Area Regional Sewage
Authority (PARSA) at a cost of
$9,643,755 in 2011. Notably, this service
charge is nearly 10 percent greater than
the service charge in 2010.

Three Union County municipalities
participate in PARSA with significant
costs to each of those municipalities:
$300,000 from Fanwood, $490,000 from
Scotch Plains and $2,869,000 from
Plainfield. In Fanwood, we experienced a
$25,000 increase in our fees over last
year, which is a significant challenge for
our borough budget.

I urge you to appoint a resident of one
of these three Union County municipali-
ties to serve as a commissioner on the
MCUA board to commence the oversight
process on behalf of the citizens of
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and Plainfield.

Joseph Britt
Fanwood Republican Party

Chairman

‘Kiss Away Cancer
Sale’ Raised $550

The Brightwood Kiss Away Cancer
Garage Sale raised $550. Thanks to ev-
eryone who contributed their fabulous
goods, the Franklin students who won-
derfully sold them, the great people who
came to buy them and the kind parents
who helped clean up when the rain came
pouring down. It was an awesome team
effort!

Robin Comiteau-Tully
Westfield

The Taxpayer Is A
Mushroom

Your editorial, [April 21, The Westfield
Leader] concerning the school budget
and the lack of details within the budget
is right on. With the Internet and docu-
ment scanners, if the school (and town)
budget procedures wanted to be more
open and transparent, it could be so.

For too long, the process has been,
“The taxpayer is a mushroom. Keep them
in the dark and feed them H...” This
attitude is not unique to Westfield.

Tim Harrington, Madison
(Westfield Taxpayer)

Once again, Mayor Malool and her
Republican majority are forcing their will
upon the good taxpayers of Scotch Plains.
This time, it is the sewer utility. Perhaps
it would be more accurate to say, again it
is the sewer utility. Many of us were
against its establishment in the first place
which the Mayor characterized as a “good
thing,” probably because it solved her
problem of cutting taxes.

Apparently, when the initial levy of
approximately $2.5 million was deter-
mined, the township’s management had
little faith that we would all send our
checks in, so they over estimated the
levy. This was in addition to the calcula-
tion not being an exact science. There
were some who used more water than
anticipated which caused the collections
to be somewhat greater. The result was a
$780,000 surplus which Democrat, Coun-
cilman Glover, found in the budget. Mayor
Malool pointed out that Mr. Glover found
it a week earlier than everyone else. In-
stead of congratulating him on asking the
right questions, she attempted to suggest
that it was there all the time, but it wasn’t
explained to her yet. Seems like an absurd
statement meant to hide her further em-
barrassment.

Now for the council’s dilemma….how
do they distribute the surplus? Mayor
Malool, Councilman Vastine and Deputy
Mayor DePaola forced the will of their
majority down the throats of the taxpay-
ers. Instead of giving all of it back or a
suggested compromise of $500,000 of-
fered up by Councilman Kevin Glover
and Councilman Mickey Marcus, they
will use $215,000 of the surplus to be
applied for 2011, $200,000 applied in
2012 and $200,000 applied in 2013. Why?
Because they think they are better at
managing your money than you are. Per-
sonally, I beg to differ with them. I have
full faith and confidence that if you can
own property in town, you can pay your
municipal obligations when due. The truth
of the matter is that regardless of which
scenario was chosen, it would have little
effect on 70 percent of payers who are
homeowners. However, I suspect that a
$30 to $40 credit is meaningful for many
taxpayers in town. The real impact is to
the local business owners who paid for
the sewers in their property taxes and
non-profit organizations who, until the

establishment of the sewer utility, were
on a free ride. From a practical stand-
point, if I were a business owner with a
potential $3,000 credit coming my way, I
would want it now, not when Mayor
Malool wants me to get it.

So how do they know this distribution
is fair? It seems that Councilwoman
DePaola spoke to her friends and school
parents. Mayor Malool says that she spoke
to some local business people. I am not
sure what research Councilman Vastine
may have done, but he likened this to
using a level payment plan with his home
utility providers. Mr. Vastine lost sight of
the millions of dollars in interest earned
by the utilities for the convenience of
making the same payment each month.
Personally, I pay my bills large and small
when due instead of making the big util-
ity company my banker. In essence, that
is what the Republican leadership is do-
ing, putting the town in the banking busi-
ness with your money. I don’t think this is
the role of government.

Mayor Malool established the Special
Improvement District, taxing commer-
cial property owners $400 a year. Did she
take the time to address this group and
solicit their opinion? How about the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional
Association? I suspect not. Once again,
she probably missed talking to those most
affected by her decision.

Councilman Mickey Marcus com-
mented at the end of the meeting that
what is really broken is the process. There
is never time for public debate. Issues are
shoved down our collective throats with
a sense of urgency and the council is not
given the appropriate time to review in-
formation needed to make informed deci-
sions.

So what is next? I am sure that, much
to Mayor Malool’s relief, the sewer util-
ity surplus dilemma is over for the time
being and the town budget is before us.
Councilwoman DePaola promised charts
and graphs explaining the budget. If their
quality of the data is as poor as that
provided in the chart presented to the
public on Wednesday last night, I suspect
once again, we are going to have another
heated meeting.

Louis Beckerman
Chairman, Scotch Plains

Democratic Committee

Editor’s Note: This letter was ad-
dressed to the Westfield Town Council
and copied to the newspaper.

*****
The terrible fire at Hamilton House on

April 3rd/4th has again uncovered the
duplicity with which we are all being
treated.

On Jan. 23,2007 the town was cited by
the State of New Jersey for serious viola-
tions of fire safety rules during a fire on
Dec. 19, 2006.The town was ordered to
abate the condemned practices.

The town had lowered the number of
men in a shift. When the department
arrived at the fire, the firemen ignored the
rules, which protected them and fought
the fire. If they obeyed the rules, because
there were not enough men, they would
have let the building burn. The state says
that no employee should be required by a
town to choose between his duty and his
safety. That is why Westfield was cited.

In 2010, the Administration was faced
with budgetary restraints, which required
it to set forth its priorities. The town again
lowered the number of firemen to the
level that existed at the time their actions
were cited. They again were placing the
firemen in the position of having to elect
between their own safety or suppressing
a fire at your house or mine.

You would think they would be able to
cite some nationally recognized standard
to support the level that caused censure in
2007. No, their care was solely monetary.
After the town determined that they were
paying too much overtime, they cut the
numbers and proudly announced that they
had surveyed other towns. Why would
anyone think that another town would
admit to lowering the safety level of the

town for budget reasons? Mr. Ciarrocca
assured the public there would be no
impact on public safety. He said that the
alternative was layoffs and that would
impact public safety.

In 2011 we have the Hamilton House
fire. There were six firemen on duty. A
rescue had to be effected and time was
lost because there weren’t enough fire-
men to attend to the victim and suppress
the fire. The firemen were again faced
with the dilemma of duty versus safety.
They chose duty and fought the fire but
due to the low number of men the fire was
allowed to spread while the rescue was
affected. The apartments adjacent to the
point of origin were allowed to burn
because there were not enough men to do
both.

Between the baseless claims of Mr.
Ciarrocca and the Hamilton House fire,
five [fire department] openings were al-
lowed to exist. This places the numbers
squarely in a level that Mr. Ciarrocca
stated earlier would impact public safety.
Where are the town’s priorities?

Do you realize there are nationally
recognized standards by which the town
should be protecting us and our homes?
When you hear the town is in labor nego-
tiations, do they tell us our homes and
lives have been tossed on the bargaining
table? Do you ask yourself if the town has
its priorities straight? If you ask your
councilman about this, ask what national
standard is being applied. They exist.
Don’t settle for the usual diversions, your
home might depend on it as well as your
life.

A. John Blake
Westfield

FW Homes to See
Decrease, Not Tax Hike

As a candidate for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, I eagerly
read the coverage in this morning’s SPF
Times. However, I was very upset by the
statement in Paul Peyton’s front-page
article where he states in paragraph 6, “A
home assessed at $122,700 in Scotch
Plains would see an increase in school
taxes of $64 versus a $151 hike in
Fanwood for the average assessment of
$84,536 in the borough.”

In actuality, Fanwood is seeing a de-
crease of $151. This is a substantial error.
In a time of great concern regarding school
budgets due to a lack of state aid and a 2
percent cap, the tax levy for Scotch Plains
Fanwood is actually below last year’s
levy. The increase to Scotch Plains resi-
dents is a factor of a calculation provided
by the state, which addresses the valua-
tion of each town as part of a regionalized
district. The residents of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood often see a discrepancy due
to this calculation, which is not seen in
surrounding districts, which have schools
that serve only one town.

Jeanne Cleary
Fanwood Candidate SPF BOE

Mountainside BOE Liaison Should
Have Planned to Solve Our Problems
Some Mountainside Board of Educa-

tion incumbents were upset with my
April 14 “Letter to the Editor.” I inten-
tionally reviewed the fact of that letter
with the Mountainside BOE business
administrator before distributing to avoid
misrepresentations. Rather than discred-
iting facts, it would have been helpful if
our Berkeley Heights liaison outlined
her plan to solve our problems, dis-
cussed her justification for voting yes to
the Governor Livingston expense in-
creases that voters did not approve, and
explained why she believes large class
sizes are great for our small children
today, but she didn’t fight for the in-
creased class sizes when her children
were in those grades.

I am saddened that some board mem-
bers believe highlighting facts or discuss-
ing our near bankrupt school budget is
negative communication. Instead of fac-
ing reality and providing solutions, we’re
told everything is fine, large class sizes
are good, our taxpayers saved money and
the BOE made great decisions. I do not
agree with this assessment and neither
does my tax bill.

It is never easy discussing results as
poor as our school budget, but I’d rather
have that tough conversation than ask
someone to pay higher taxes. Profession-
ally, I’ve helped distressed businesses
and it always begins with understanding
mistakes so they aren’t repeated.

I also find it disheartening that some
board members cannot understand the
impact of their decisions and seem intent
on repeating their mistakes. Draining re-
strictive reserves is not a strategic plan. It
is a short-term solution that creates long-
term problem.

The proper solution in 2007 was spread-
ing restricted reserves utilization through
the maturity of the debt and creating an
accurate Governor Livingston enrollment

estimate (simply count our students) to
establish a repeatable budget base. This
budget base would have highlighted bud-
get shortfalls, with expenses exceeding
tax revenue, and created a benchmark for
negotiating contracts and reducing ex-
penses.

If tough decisions were addressed in
2007, tax increases and service reduc-
tions would be a fraction of today’s re-
quirement. As an example: cutting four
excess positions in 2007 at $70K per
position after benefits would have saved
$1.1 million over the four-year period.
Instead, we were required to cut approxi-
mately 13 full-time equivalent positions
over the last two years to achieve a simi-
lar result.

While Governor Livingston expenses
increased 12 percent above our voter
approved budget, our board representa-
tive voted in favor of these increases to
“maintain a positive send-receive rela-
tionship” with Berkeley Heights. We
have a seat on the Berkeley Heights
board to represent Mountainside’s inter-
est. It is irresponsible to vote in favor of
expense increases that we cannot afford.

Voting NAY on unplanned increases
wouldn’t have ruined our relationship
with Berkeley Heights. To the contrary,
it would have created strong boundaries
and respect with the Berkeley Heights
BOE, demonstrated a record of fiscal
responsibility, and supported an argu-
ment of unfair tuition increases.

This repeated mindset and decision
process is the reason our school budget is
on the verge of bankruptcy and the reason
why I decided to run for the BOE.

I want to thank those that encourage
and supported me for the board of educa-
tion.

Dante S. Gioia
Mountainside

Nature’s Fantastic Show,
The Admission Is Free

Mother Nature is putting on a spectacular
show right now. One can sense it all around.
Look one moment at the trees, then glance back
a few minutes later – you would swear you are
seeing them showering green everywhere, grow-
ing in front of you, embossing the landscape
with their stunning glow. It’s happening so fast,
no doubt tomorrow we’ll forget what winter
looked like.

Mother Nature doesn’t stop there though. She’s
sprouting her kaleidoscope of vivid blossoms
and gorgeous flowers — the birds are harking
her arrival with their songs. Take a moment to
sense the magnificence.

For camera buffs, this is the time to capture the
moment. It could be from your front yard, cer-
tainly at Mindowaskin Park, Fairview Cem-
etery, Echo Lake, Watchung Reservation or the
cemetery on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, just
to name a few locations.

Curiously, Brightwood Park in Westfield,
though often photographed in the fall due to the
splendid color of the leaves from the hardwood
trees, is not often photographed in the spring.
For one that’s ambitious, this may be the spot to
go today.

Send us your snapshots of nature’s work and
we’ll publish as many as we can over the next
few weeks. Send your e-mails to
editor@goleader.com. For those with a portfo-
lio to share, contact us for the password to
upload direct to our server and we’ll feature
them as well on goleader.com/photos.

One doesn’t need to be a photographer to
enjoy nature’s fantastic show. Just sit back and
observe – the admission is free.

Spring is the time of regeneration. The sense
of peoples’ mood is deserving of a respite at
times. All that’s required is a look out of the
window.

County Trash Deal Doesn’t Make
Sense And Poses Big Downside

The Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders will conduct a public hearing tonight on
their proposed $481-million budget of which
$291.2 million will be raised in property taxes.

One area of concern to us is the $4 million a
year the county has plugged into the budget’s
projected revenue stream from an as yet state
approved 22-year extension through 2045 of the
lease on the county’s garbage incinerator in
Rahway. Of that $4 million a year, $1.5 million
would be dispersed to the 14 towns agreeing to
extend their lease through 2045 with the Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA). These towns
also must guarantee to meet their trash quota
through 2045.

The county puts the rest of the money in their
coffers.

Those 14 towns with municipal trash collec-
tion are under contract currently  pay $68 per ton
for disposal to the UCUA.

The other seven towns in the county have
private businesses providing trash pickup —
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Clark, Cranford and Berkeley
Heights. These businesses currently pay about
$100 per ton for disposal to the UCUA. These

private haulers are charged a $29 per ton debt
service premium not charged to the other 14
towns.

This agreement, in our opinion, squashes pri-
vate enterprise and expands government wreaked
with inefficiency. It rewards mediocrity and
obligates 14 towns to a risky commitment though
2045. It’s also another form of taxation by the
county.

Towns that have private haulers, generally
small family-run businesses, would be, in all
likelihood, forced out of business.

Should recycling improve in the future, towns
that sign the agreement could be seriously
harmed because of the trash quota required to
the UCUA.

This deal, in our opinion, does not make
financial sense and could be detrimental to
taxpayers, businesses, the environment and all
municipalities. Technology will advance in solid
waste over the next 20 to 40 years, making
incinerators a thing of the past.

The New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs must approve the county budget. We
hope someone down in Trenton is taking a close
look at this item.

More letters on pages 5, 18


