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Chiusano: RVSA Shows
Need for Oversight Law

TRENTON — Ratepayers of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) who will bear the brunt of
the failed $36-million wastewater
treatment plant take no solace in the
finger pointing between officials at
the authority and contractors in the
effort to assign blame for the empty
building that is unusable, says As-
semblyman Gary Chiusano (R-24,
Morris).

In a story in the Home News Tri-
bune it was reported that the multi-
million dollar facility that has never
been functional would remain va-
cant, as it will be too costly to
operate. Mr. Chiusano said this epi-
sode of wasted dollars at the au-
thority is the latest example of the
need to pass legislation giving the
governor’s office control over au-
thorities.

“The incompetence at some of the
authorities and commissions through-
out the state has no geographic bound-
aries,” Mr. Chiusano said. “Custom-
ers of the RVSA aren’t interested in
excuses, but they are well aware of

how much more they are paying be-
cause of the poor oversight and fiscal
control regarding this project.”

“It is another example of why the
Legislature needs to pass a bill giving
the governor’s office the ability to
review the decisions and actions taken
by entities such as the RVSA,” Mr.
Chiusano said. “The only people ben-
efiting from this debacle are lawyers
and accountants. Ratepayers are foot-
ing the bill for poor decisions by
RVSA’s management. Instead of the
buck stopping with those in charge, it
now lands in the bills of those using
their services.”

“There is more than enough evi-
dence of waste and misspending at
places like the RVSA to take action
on holding people accountable,” Mr.
Chiusano stated. “Taxpayers and
ratepayers are rightfully skeptical at
what goes on at these authorities. It
shouldn’t take another report of a
failed and costly project that soaks
ratepayers to put another set of eyes
on places like the RVSA and review
their actions.”

TOP SCIENTISTS…Merck research scientists Ann Weber of Scotch Plains, left,
and Nancy Thornberry of Westfield, are recipients of the 2011 Discoverers Award,
the highest honor from America’s biopharmaceutical research companies, for their
groundbreaking work on the type 2 diabetes medication Januvia. The award was
presented at the Liberty Science Center in Jersey City on April 14.

Scientists Garner Highest
Drug Research Honor

AREA — Two local Merck research
scientists received the highest honor
from biopharmaceutical research com-
panies when the Pharmaceutical Re-
search and Manufacturers of America
(PhRMA) presented its Discoverers
Award  at the Liberty Science Center
in Jersey City on April 14.

The award recognizes scientists who
have been key leaders in the research
and development of a new medicine
that has greatly benefited mankind.

Merck’s Nancy Thornberry of
Westfield and Ann Weber of Scotch
Plains received the award for their
leadership in the discovery of Januvia
(sitagliptin), which is the first new
oral therapy for type 2 diabetes in
more than a decade.

While women have been past re-
cipients of the Discoverers Award,
this is the first time in the award’s 24-
year history that all research scien-
tists honored for their contributions
have been women. It also is the first
time in Merck’s 120-year history that
women led a team that resulted in the
discovery of a new drug.

Ms. Thornberry, who earned her
degrees in biology and chemistry at
Muhlenberg College in Pennsylvania,
is senior vice-president and head of
research into diabetes and endocrinol-
ogy and works from Merck’s Research
Laboratories in Rahway.

Ms. Weber, who earned her Bach-
elor of Arts in Chemistry at Notre
Dame University and her Ph.D. at
Harvard University, is a vice-presi-
dent in charge of discovery chemis-
try at the Rahway facility.

Januvia is a once-daily pill to help
patients with type 2 diabetes control
glucose and is the first ever DPP-4
inhibitor for the treatment of type 2
diabetes. Diabetes is a rapidly grow-
ing, worldwide epidemic that cur-
rently affects over 285 million people,
with 438 million cases predicted by

2030. In the U.S., 25.8 million chil-
dren and adults — 8.3 percent of the
population — have diabetes. If the
glucose levels of diabetes patients
are not controlled, diabetes can cause
devastating consequences, including
blindness, organ failure and the need
for amputations.

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) approved Januvia in Oc-
tober 2006, less than five years after
the start of clinical development. It
is now approved in 89 countries and
has had a major impact on the treat-
ment of patients with type 2 diabetes
worldwide.

County Participating in
Search and Rescue Exercise
ELIZABETH – Union County is

set to join five other Northern New
Jersey Counties in a Homeland Secu-
rity exercise designed to test the Metro
USAR (Urban Search and Rescue)
Strike Team’s ability to respond to
terrorist attacks, industrial accidents,
and/or natural disasters.

The Metro USAR Strike Team is a
conglomerate of 10 fire departments
from seven northern New Jersey coun-
ties: Bergen, Essex, Hudson,
Middlesex, Morris, Passaic and Union
counties. Members also include NJ
Transit and Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey police officers
along with fire departments from New
Jersey’s two largest metro-area cit-
ies, Newark and Jersey City.

The Metro USAR Strike Team is
federally funded by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s Urban
Area Security Initiative (UASI) and
is specifically designed to help pre-
pare the country’s urban areas for
large-scale rescues in the densely
populated northeast portion of New
Jersey.

The area incorporates many core
elements of New Jersey’s transporta-
tion infrastructure including the
George Washington Bridge, the Hol-
land and Lincoln Tunnels, the Ports
of Elizabeth and Newark, the New
Jersey Turnpike/Interstate 95 and
Garden State Parkway, Amtrak’s
northeast rail corridor, Newark Penn
Station and Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport.

“It is widely known that terrorism
experts have dubbed the stretch from
Newark Airport to Port Elizabeth as
the most dangerous two miles in
America,” Freeholder Chairman
Deborah Scanlon stated. “The County
of Union is steadfast in ensuring our
police officers, firefighters and emer-
gency responders have not only the
equipment, but the training neces-
sary to keep our residents safe from
such heinous acts of violence.”

Members of the 10 participating
fire departments and the participat-
ing police officers all train together
and are provided with equipment that
is uniform and interchangeable. This
allows all agencies to share resources
under a defined mutual aid agree-
ment and to provide assistance to
each other in the event of a large
incident.

Last year’s exercise, hosted by the
Newark Fire Department at their train-
ing area, involved a simulated bomb
threat in a mock “metropolitan tun-
nel” during rush hour, damaging the
tunnel and leaving civilians trapped
in cars and trucks, requiring a rescue.
The exercise assessed the METRO
Strike Team’s ability to clear debris
and drill through various obstruc-
tions to perform search and rescue
operations.

This year’s exercise began Mon-
day and will continue through Sun-
day, April 28 at the Newark
Firefighters’ Orange Street Training
Facility, located at 191 Orange Street.

Kean Says Senate Leader
Must Act on Pension Reform

TRENTON — In response to lack
of committee action on any tax relief
bills pending before the state Senate,
Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R- Westfield) said the Senate lead-
ership must provide taxpayers with
an explanation.

“Senate Leadership has thrown
away yet another opportunity to do
the right thing for New Jersey tax-
payers. New Jersey residents deserve
an explanation from those who con-
trol the agenda in the Legislature as
to why committees were not called to
address well-connected lobbyists
helping themselves to the public pen-
sion trough, municipalities being
forced to bond for jackpot sick leave
payouts for public workers, and leg-
islation that would enable towns and
counties to share services,” Sen. Kean
said.

“I fear that the desire to pick a fight
with the Governor (Chris Christie)
by some in the Senate has over-
whelmed the interests of the most

highly taxed people in America. I
hope this is not the case, and speak
for all Senate Republicans in urging
the Senate president (Stephen
Sweeney) to set a date certain for
completion of these common-sense
tax relief bills,” Sen. Sweeney said.

Senator Kean sent a formal request
to the Senate President on April 5 that
the following bills be posted for Sen-
ate action during the month of April:
Repeal of Automatic Early Release,
S-2814; Sick Leave Payout Prohibi-
tion, S-2220; Non-Public Employee
Pension Ban, S-2413, and Shared
Services Enabler: S-2024.

David Roberts Named to
Fairview Cemetery Board

WESTFIELD — William Shep-
herd, president of Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield, has announced that
David Roberts has accepted a posi-
tion on the Board of Trustees of
Fairview and will work as the assis-
tant treasurer to the cemetery.

 Fairview Cemetery, a non-profit,
was founded over 130 years ago for
the sole benefit of its property owner.
Thhe cemetery is located on 105 acres
at East Broad Street.

Mr. Roberts has been a Certified
Public Accountant and has had a ca-
reer in finance and corporate leader-
ship among several originations such
as Telcordia Technologies, Inc. of
Pretoria, South Africa, where he was
a finance manager and worked on
contract compliance. In the United
States, he was analysis and reporting
accounting manager with MCI-

WorldCom and assistant vice-president
at Commerce Bank in Hampton, Va.

In 2000, he worked with his father,
Charles Roberts, a Fairview Cem-
etery trustee of many years. David
took on his dad’s practice in 2002. He
had graduated from the College of
William and Mary with a bachelor’s
degree in business administration in
1982, and earned a master’s degree in
business administration in 1995.

Mr. Roberts has been a treasurer at
his church and been involved with
the United Way, Rotary Club, Junior
Achievement, and the Quest Invest-
ment Club.

He and his wife, Molly, and have
three children, Sarah, 12; Anna, 10,
and R. Charlie, 8.
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Did You Know?
According to the National Oce-

anic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA), April has set a tenta-
tive record for storms, with 509
tornadoes sighted in the U.S., break-
ing the previous mark of 267 torna-
does, which occurred in April 1974.

www.goleader.com

Human Trafficking in
N.J. Topic of Program
CRANFORD — The Union County

Republican Women have arranged to
have Kathy Friess of the New Jersey
Human Trafficking Task Force
(NJHTTF) present a program on how
the state’s attorney general and the
Division of Criminal Justice with state
and federal law enforcement agencies
are addressing the problem of traffick-
ing of Humans in New Jersey.

The free informational program is
open to the public and will take place
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 12 at the
Cranford Community Center, located
at 220 Walnut Avenue. For additional
information about the program or the
UCRWM, e-mail
pcoronato@comcast.net.

Gas Prices Jumping
AREA — Retail gasoline prices

in New Jersey have rose 6.1 cents
per gallon in the past week, averag-
ing $3.74 per gallon as of April 25.
The national average rose 2.8 cents
per gallon to $3.83 per gallon, ac-
cording to gasoline price website
NewJerseyGasPrices.com.


