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Look Who’s coming 
to Westfield

Courtesy of Nick and Lisa Karter
BEAUTY AND THE WASTE...A white crane is seen floating next to a plastic bag
in Lenape Park in Cranford on Easter Sunday. The bag was caught on the
branches after the recent high water. It is a reminder, on this spring day, we
should mind where we throw our waste.

Gene Jannotti for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SILLY WABBIT...Children in Garwood are greeted by the Easter Bunny and
presented with plenty of goodies. The wabbit enjoys his carrot.

to 95 percent last year. Combined
with a reserve fund set aside to cover
any uncollected charges, the surplus
then swelled to its present level.

In other business, the council, on
a 3-2 party line vote, introduced an
ordinance adopting a proposed re-
development plan that provides for
the future use of the Shackamaxon
Country Club and various munici-
pal properties in the downtown busi-
ness district. John Madden of Maser
Consulting provided a brief over-
view of the report’s recommenda-
tions, which “seeks to revitalize
Scotch Plains’ downtown and pro-
vide for an orderly planning process
to respond to the potential for
change” should Shackamaxon ever
be sold to a developer.

The plan, which was to be exam-
ined by the planning board last Mon-
day, envisions that each of the three
affected sub-areas — the
Shackamaxon property; the down-
town municipal properties includ-
ing the municipal building, the adja-
cent parking lot and the library and
the public works property on
Plainfield Avenue — could be rede-
veloped individually or together as
part of a comprehensive redevelop-
ment plan and process involving the
transfer of certain municipal prop-
erties to a redeveloper for private
development in exchange for rede-
velopment of the entire 145-acre
Shackamaxon property as a mixed-
use development, with 50 percent of
that land set aside in dedicated open
space and the other half developed

for recreational wellness, retail uses
and residential dwellings and mu-
nicipal facilities.

The council’s public hearing and
vote will be on Tuesday, May 3. The
full report is available on the town-
ship website at scotchplainsnj.com.

In other business, the council voted
5-0 to introduce the 2011 municipal
budget of $22,129,462.

Due to the change in library fund-
ing rules by the state, the township
library’s $1.3-million budget has
been separated from the overall bud-
get and listed as a separate item on
property-tax bills.

Without the library factored in,
the average assessed home in Scotch
Plains of $122,100 would see a tax
decrease to $1,747 from $1,853.
Adding in the library’s expenditures
adds $163 to the average assessed
home’s tax bill. In total, the average
municipal portion tax bill would rise
by about $57 with the library tax
included, for a $1,900 average mu-
nicipal tax.

Financing for this year’s budget
will come from $2,227,587 in state
aid, a level unchanged from last year;
$14,216,120 in property-tax revenue,
down 3.8 percent, or nearly
$875,000, from 2010; $570,000 in
anticipated construction code fees,
$2.24 million in miscellaneous rev-
enue and $20,000 from interest on
investments. Nearly $2.4 million of
township surplus funds will be used
to balance the budget.

The public hearing on the budget is
scheduled for Wednesday, May 18.
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Scotch Plains Council

bound ramps and Park Avenue.
The board also considered a reso-

lution replacing Larry Caroselli with
Bibi Taylor as the authorized person
to sign checks and approve disburse-
ments for the county. Ms. Taylor will
become the county’s new finance di-
rector on Sunday, May 1, upon the
retirement of Mr. Caroselli, who has
been with the county for 35 years.

The freeholders will hold a public
hearing and adoption vote on a pro-
posed $481.2-million budget for 2011
at tonight’s meeting. A total of $291.2
million would be raised in local prop-
erty taxes, representing an increase
of $13.8 million over last year. The
meeting, in the freeholders’ meeting
room at the county administration
building, will begin at 7 p.m.
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CF Abolishes Positions In
Budget-Cutting Move

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — In advance of its
May 24 public hearing and vote on
the 2011 municipal budget, the town-
ship committee on Tuesday voted to
eliminate several positions and ter-
minate the employment of several
township employees.

Two positions in the recreation
department will be eliminated along
with a reduction in the number of
crossing guards. Four emergency
medical services positions will be
eliminated as well, with those re-
sponsibilities being absorbed by the
township fire department. The posts
are being eliminated in a money-
saving move as part of the $32-mil-
lion budget that includes a 1.95 per-
cent increase in the municipal por-
tion of property tax bills this year.

At its regular meeting this week,
the committee formally abolished the
positions of EMS supervisor and
Emergency Medical Technician
within the police department as well
as the position of supervising ac-
count clerk within the swim pool
utility. Members terminated the em-
ployment of EMS Supervisor Mikael
Diaz and Emergency Medical Tech-
nician Jeffrey Webb, as well as Su-
pervising Account Clerk Jessica
Hicks. Joseph Caravano’s employ-
ment as general maintenance person
with in the swim pool utility was also
terminated.

In other business on Tuesday, the
township committee heard an hour-
long presentation from Superinten-
dent of Schools Gayle Carrick and

Business Administrator Robert
Carfagno on the proposed 2011-2012
board of education budget that town-
ship residents voted on yesterday (af-
ter press deadline.) The $52.2-mil-
lion spending plan includes a $134
increase in school taxes on the aver-
age assessed home of $181,000, ac-
cording to Mr. Carfagno, who told
the committee that 88 percent of the
budget will be financed by property
taxes. State aid to Cranford this year
will amount to $1.271 million, sig-
nificantly higher than last year’s
$751,837, but still more than $2 mil-
lion below the 2009 level of $3.3
million.

The committee also authorized
Township Clerk Tara Rowley to ad-
vertise an auction on May 13 at which
unclaimed vehicles seized by the
police department will be sold. A
contract was also awarded to Hatch
Mott MacDonald for engineering
services related to the restoration of
Rahway River dikes. The committee
also appointed Elizabeth Sweeney
and James Haughey to the Solomon
Schechter Park Committee for 2011.

At the beginning of its meeting, the
committee saluted Jeffrey Merrick
for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout
in the Boy Scouts of America, and
also recognized Christopher Ozemko
and James Robert, two long-time
public works department employees
who are retiring. Resident Amelia
McHugh was also recognized for her
years of volunteer service at Runnells
Specialized Hospital. And six par-
ticipants in the Cranford Police Ath-
letic League wrestling team were pre-
sented with citations by Commis-
sioner Mark Dugan.

The committee’s next public meet-
ing will be on Tuesday, May 10.

ments, the new tipping fee would be
$56 per ton for towns which extend
contracts through 2045.

“You can continue bringing your
waste to our Rahway location where
we turn waste into energy, but please
consider the 2045 contract as you
will save money in the long run,” Mr.
Williams said.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli
asked if Garwood could reduce its
tonnage within the contract.

“To answer your question, coun-
cilman, you can. You have a commit-
ment until 2023 anyway and we aren’t
issuing new debt, just spreading out
the old debt and there is no obligation
to increase tonnage,” Mr. Williams
explained.

He assured the council that the
contract it currently is in is still giv-
ing them “great savings.”

Councilman Mathieu shared with
Mr. Williams his concern.

“The problem here is the term. We
don’t feel comfortable signing to such
a long term such as 2045 when we
will be long gone and the future is so
unseen,” Mr. Mathieu said.

Mr. Williams urged the council to
reconsider the contract that will save
them money each year and asked
them to let him know their decision
as soon as possible.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
thanked Mr. Williams for his time
and presentation.

“I am referring this matter back
over to streets and roads (committee)
to look into it further and we will
make a decision soon and get back to
you, Mr. Williams,” the mayor said.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOUNG LAWYERS…Students from the Beechwood School in Mountainside
perform a mock trial during Tuesday night’s Mountainside Board of Education
meeting. The students received an Honorable Mention in the Law Fair Compe-
tition sponsored by the New Jersey State Bar Foundation for their endeavor.
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investing without a plan,” the mayor
warned. “We want to set out on a road
to apply for grants each year.”

“To get a hundred responses is good.
Once we get the public’s input, the
commission will be charged with com-
ing up with a plan,” the mayor con-
cluded in her opening remarks.

Herbert and Mira Ribner, who live
adjacent to Forest Road Park, asked a
majority of the questions during the
forum, beginning with where the mon-
ies would come from and if there would
be a limit on its use.

Mr. Budiansky replied that the recre-
ation commission applied for grants
every year and that the borough has to
approve the applications before sub-
mission. In particular, Mrs. Ribner
wanted to know how a dog park quali-
fied for the Union County grant if it was
not designated for children.

The recreation director answered
that, “it’s a form of recreation.”

Mr. Ribner’s followup question in-
quired if a master plan was required to
receive grant monies.

Mayor Mahr replied “we’ve taken a
year-by-year approach because of the
cap in place. The Fanwoodian survey
list ran the gamut.

Middle schooler Sagar Patel inquired
about the future potential of a skate
park in Fanwood. He related feeling
unwelcome in the borough and having
nowhere to go to skate, and “even hav-
ing a cop break my board in Fanwood;
that’s my personal property,” he said
during his remarks to the commission
and mayor.

“We’re not destroying property. All
the people before us, they’re gone in
college; they destroyed the property
before us. Cops don’t understand…
Sometimes people are nice and po-
litely ask us to leave. We’re not disturb-
ing the peace. We ask ‘Where can we
go to skate?’ We go to Fanwood, and
they get mad. We go to Scotch Plains,
they get mad,” Sagar conveyed.

Mr. Budiansky responded to Sagar’s
comments by asking for his and the
borough’s skaters’ future input when a
skate park is pursued, “if we get to it.”

Other Fanwood residents submit-
ting questions during the event Tues-
day evening included Ann Minski, who
runs a summer drama program in the

borough and asked for plans on more
indoor recreation areas – an amount
she currently called at a “dearth” level
in Fanwood.

Resident Michael Loberfield asked
that the commission consider more
passive recreation space and better seat-
ing in the parks.

Fanwood resident and former coun-
cilwoman Donna Dolce questioned the
commission’s approach to long-term
planning, which she called “going in
circles.”

While she said she was “glad you’re
doing planning,” she relayed concerns
about the recreation commission’s past
history of “going after the latest whim.”

“If there is a plan and functionality,
the plan will take care of itself,” Ms.
Dolce said.

Mayor Mahr responded to Ms.
Dolce’s comments by saying the recre-
ation department “has grown in leaps
and bounds; there is lots of rental use,
especially with the kitchen that has
wear and tear (in the Forest Road Park
community building.) There is more
programming across the board.”

“But are they self-managed pro-
grams?” Ms. Dolce asked.

Mr. Budiansky answered that the
events in the indoor recreation spaces
in Fanwood are a mixture of municipal
and private events and stated again that
the master plan will address both the
indoor and outdoor recreation facilities
in Fanwood.

After the meeting concluded, The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times spoke
with both Mayor Mahr and Mr.
Budiansky about their reactions to the
public comments received thus far on
the master plan for Fanwood Recre-
ation.

“I appreciate what they said. I wished
there had been a bigger turnout. I would
rather have the public react now than
down the line,” Mr. Budiansky said.

Mayor Mahr echoed the recreation
director’s perspective of hearing from
the borough’s residents now, before the
master plan is finalized: “I hope more
residents go online and weigh in,” she
said.

“We’re planning for indoor and out-
door spaces for the best potential for
our community” Mayor Mahr con-
cluded.
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Fanwood Recreation Forum

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STARTING LINE UP...Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool gets ready to throw out
the first pitch at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Baseball Association’s opening day.

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
FREEDOM MONUMENT…Bob Cozzolina is shown reading The Westfield
Leader while sitting on the steps of the Freedom Monument in Riga, Latvia,
originally built to commemorate the soldiers who died during Latvia’s War of
Independence from 1918-20. During Soviet occupation, the Soviet’s attempted to
tear down the monument, but a combination of the public’s outcry and an
unconfirmed story about a Soviet architect who convinced the Soviet rulers that
the monument could be re-dedicated utilizing Soviet and Communist principles
saved the monument. The Latvians consider it an important symbol of freedom.


