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Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROYAL WEDDING?…Resident Matthew McTamaney displays a British Union Jack flag at a recent Scotch Plains Board
of Adjustment meeting, which he hung outside the Willow Grove Swim Club to project a line of site from his house of a 120-
foot-high cell tower proposed by T-Mobile at the swim club. The hearing will continue on Wednesday, May 4, at 7:30 p.m.
at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building.

Maggie Fram for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MASTER PLAN...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr speaks with residents Herbert
and Mira Ribner before the Fanwood Recreation Master Plan public forum held
on April 26 at the community building in Forest Road Park.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
FLUFFY FRIEND...The Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department was honored for
its year-round service at a pancake breakfast fundraiser held at The Chelsea
assisted living residence on April 23. Firefighters posing with the Easter bunny,
pictured left to right, are: standing, Joe Route and Sean Manette, and kneeling,
Dave Zawodniak. To the right of the bunny, standing, is rescue squad member
Brian Downing, and kneeling, firefighter/EMT Jeff Downing. Mr. Route’s three
children are on the left and Mr. Manette’s two children are on the right.

Photo courtesy of Steve Falco
INVESTIGATING NATURE...The Park Middle School Environmental Club
poses in front of the white oak in Carriage House Park in Fanwood after
completing a tree identification workshop sponsored by the Fanwood Shade Tree
Commission. Most of the trees had not yet leafed out, so the students learned how
to identify the trees by examining the bark, flowers and buds. There are 13
different kinds of trees in the park. The club’s advisor is science teacher Peggy
Brown.

See School Election Results From Wednesday Night at www.goleader.com

SP Council Votes 3-2 to Use Sewer
Utility Surplus to Offset Rate Hikes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A split town-
ship council last week voted to use
most of the $780,000 sewer utility
surplus to help offset expected rate
increases in coming years.

The council’s 3-2 vote along party
lines ended two weeks of what Mayor
Nancy Malool called “discussions on
how best to return [the unexpected
surplus] to ratepayers.” After the sur-
plus was revealed earlier this month,
two competing views emerged on
how best to use the windfall, with
Democratic Councilmen Kevin
Glover and Michael Marcus favoring
refunding as much as $500,000 of the
surplus to ratepayers and the three

council Republicans — Mayor
Malool, Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola
and Councilman William Vastine —
supporting using the excess funds to
offset what are expected to be signifi-
cant increases in fees charged by the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) and Plainfield Area Regional
Sewerage Authority (PARSA) in 2012
and 2013.

At last Wednesday’s council meet-
ing, there was extensive discussion
amongst council members and be-
tween the governing body and some
residents about the best course of
action. The mayor said the majority
of the council favored using about
$200,000 in surplus funds this year,
next year and in 2013 to “provide

more stable increases” in sewer fees,
rather than subject ratepayers to large
spikes in fees. Mrs. DePaola agreed,
saying residents and commercial en-
tities paying sewer charges would
have an easier time with a “level
billing” in the next few years. Mr.
Vastine called the move the “prudent
and responsible thing to do.”

Mr. Marcus, however, said it was
“time to reward the taxpayers with
some relief” as he expressed support
for refunding $500,000. Mr. Glover
agreed, saying that “we overtaxed
you; we overcharged you. We have
money we should not have. It’s your
money; you’re entitled to have it
back.” Addressing the predicted spike
in fees next year, Mr. Glover said,
“Next year is next year.”

Later, during the public comment
portion of the meeting, resident Rob-
ert Petix told the council it was dis-
playing “a certain arrogance” in its
decision on the surplus, noting it was
“money you shouldn’t have had to
begin with.”

The surplus arose, according to
Chief Financial Officer Lori Majeski,
from better-than-anticipated collec-
tions after the utility was established
in mid-2009 to keep township expen-
diture increases within state-imposed
caps. She told the council three weeks
ago that collection rates in 2009 were
about 90 percent, but the level jumped
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County to Use Grant to Buy
Modern Bomb Squad Device

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday considered 34 resolutions
for tonight’s regular meeting agenda.
Among them were acceptance of a
grant to purchase new equipment for
the county’s bomb squad and approv-
ing additional funds for repairs to
elevators ordered by the state, but not
completed by a previous vendor.

According to Public Safety Direc-
tor Andrew Moran, the county will
use a $442,716 grant from the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey to purchase a modernized explo-
sive disposal robot device for the
county’s bomb squad. The grant
would be used to acquire a digital

controller radio system to operate the
robot and a containment vessel for
placement of the explosives.

The county would be required to
provide a 25-percent match to the
Port Authority grant. Mr. Moran said
the new device is more suited to
handle today’s threats from chemi-
cal, biological and radioactive de-
vices.

Mr. Moran said the county’s cur-
rent controller is an analog system
with a range of 500 feet and requires
line of site by the user, compared to
the digital system, which has a range
of 1.5 miles and has no need for line
of site.

Another resolution was considered
to increase a contract with Elevation
Maintenance Corporation (EMC) of
Kearny by $99,500 for a new contract
of $680,750. The board gave EMC a
$581,200 contract in December 2010
for maintenance and repairs of 20
elevators at county buildings.

According to the resolution, the
increase is for “New Jersey State
Inspector mandates and violation re-
pairs left undone from the previous
vendor, B&G Elevator, Inc.” of New-
ton.

“Did we pay the previous vendor
for those repairs?” Freeholder Chair-
woman Deborah Scanlon asked.

“We are getting that money back
from the previous vendor,” director
of Engineering, Public Works and
Facilities Joseph Graziano responded.

“The whole thing is getting recouped
from the previous vendor, B&G. We
are getting the $99,000 back.”

B&G was given a two-year con-
tract from the freeholders in October
of 2008 for $783,500 to provide main-
tenance and repair services for 30
elevators.

Also considered last Thursday was
a $3.1-million, two-year contract to
Riggins Inc., of Vineland, for gaso-
line. Liz Genievich, director of ad-
ministrative services, noted that the
county buys in bulk and that other
towns reimburse the county for use of
fuel for their vehicles per shared-
services agreements with the county.
She said the use of gasoline utilized
by county vehicles has been reduced.

“Believe or not, even with this tre-
mendous amount, we [are saving]
$45,000 since the last contract,” she
said.

Mr. Graziano said the state Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) ex-
pects to have the refurbishment and
expansion of the Route 22 bridge,
connecting Park Avenue and Bonnie
Burn Road in Scotch Plains, com-
pleted by August.

The freeholders are expected to
vote on a resolution tonight to autho-
rize County Manager George
Devanney to execute a “traffic signal
agreement” between the county and
DOT for installation of a signal at the
intersection of the Route 22 east-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Council Adopts
Budget; Defers Trash Deal

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Borough Council adopted the 2011
budget at Tuesday night’s Borough
Council meeting. The total budget is
$6,966,418, with $5,442,305 to be
raised in taxes, representing an in-
crease of $143,804 over last year.
State aid remained almost the same
as last year at $490,186.

Before voting on the budget, Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu, who chairs the
council’s finance committee, pro-
posed changes in the budget, and
deductions that he hoped would bring
the tax cap closer to 2 percent and
ultimately lower the taxes and spend-
ing as a whole. He said this year’s tax
increase is 2.8 percent over 2010.

A home assessed at $100,000, the
average assessment in the borough,
would see an increase of $69 on the
municipal side of their tax bill.

Councilman Mathieu urged the
council to prioritize spending and
said, “We need a mild top-line budget
control, and I refuse to believe that
people cannot stay within budget or
even lower it.”

Councilman Mathieu explained
that taxpayers are squeezing to get by
every day and, “We have a duty to put
government on a leash to ease the
strain on the taxpayer.”

Councilman Mathieu proposed a
reduced budget in the following ar-
eas: $2,000 in administrative, $1,000
in treasury, $5,000 in police and other
expenses in all three categories. The
council voted and passed these
amendments to the budget by a vote
of 4 to 1. The only item that Council-
man Mathieu proposed that did not
pass was $5,000 in building and
grounds.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
praised Councilman Mathieu for his
hard work and fine-tooth combing
with the budget.

“It is great to sit here and listen to
budget discussion. Councilman
Mathieu ran to take control of the
finances and he kept his promise,”
Mr. Paterson said. “I commend you,
Mr. Mathieu, for achieving your goals
and for shooting for the 2-percent cap
on taxes.”

The results of the votes on Coun-
cilman Mathieu’s proposed changes
will be amended to the final budget
that was adopted Tuesday.

In other news, a representative from
the Union County Utilities Authority
presented its case to the council, urg-
ing the council to adopt the waste
removal contract that extends until
2045. The borough and 13 other Union
County towns signed 25-year con-
tracts in 1998 that run through 2023.
The UCUA is looking to extend its
lease of the county’s garbage incin-
erator with Covanta Energy, which
operates the waste to energy resource
recovery facility in Rahway.

While the governing body felt the
borough has benefited from the exist-
ing contract in the long haul, council
members are hesitant to extend the
pact through 2045, noting the unfore-
seen future of recycling and waste
technologies.

Jonathan Williams, an attorney rep-
resenting the UCUA, said, “We will
maintain good prices, and with the
2045 extended contract, you will save
about $17,000 a year.”

Mr. Williams told the council the
UCUA is planning to lower the rate to
$12 a ton and to make it retroactive to
January 1. According to UCUA docu-
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School Boad Election
Results

AREA  – School budget and
board of education election re-
sults for Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Garwood and
Mountainside will be published
in next week’s edition of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times as well as
posted on our website at
goleader.com.

FW Residents Present Input
During Recreation Forum

By MAGGIE FRAM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky organized a forum Tues-
day evening for Fanwood residents
to bring their ideas to develop a mas-
ter plan for the future of borough
parks and indoor recreation spaces.

The one-hour event featured ques-
tions from six Fanwood residents in
attendance.

Mr. Budiansky opened the meet-
ing by noting that, “Fanwood is in the
process of developing a master plan
with the help of T&M Engineers and
the support of the borough council
and the mayor.”

The borough’s engineering firm,
T&M Associates, Borough Engineer
Dominic Carrino and Jeffrey Bottger,
a landscape architect, also were in
attendance.

“We’ve been kicking some of the
ideas around for five years; some of
them are ‘pie in the sky,’” the recre-
ation director noted.

Mr. Budiansky continued by con-
veying that a survey was sent out in
the last issue of the Fanwoodian, the
borough’s newsletter, requesting
feedback from borough residents on
the parks master plan. He received
100 responses so far: 70 online and
20 in the mail.

Mayor Mahr’s opening remarks,
before the forum received questions,
noted that Fanwood had received a
grant in 2010 from Union County
from its Kids Recreational Trust Fund,
and “instead of a piecemeal approach,
as an exercise I want to have a vision
of public spaces, whether its five, 10,
15 years. We haven’t decided yet.”

“We want to be very cautious about
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