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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
NAME SAKE...On April 23, the Westfield High School (WHS) baseball field on Rahway Avenue was renamed the Bob
Brewster, Sr. Memorial Field in honor of Westfield baseball’s biggest supporter and fan. Family, friends and the WHS
baseball team braved the elements to attend the dedication ceremony, which included the unveiling of Mr. Brewster’s chair,
which had been bronzed and will soon be placed permanently along the third base line. Bob Brewster, Jr. is in his 29th season
of coaching WHS baseball.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
STATE CHAMPIONS...Coach Jeff Knight and the Westfield Blue Devil Girls
Swim Team accepted a proclamation at Tuesday night’s Town Council meeting
from Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca commemorating their 16-0 record and
attaining the title of 2011 State Champions. Coach Knight thanked the council
and said that they are “looking at the best team in state history.”

Courtesy of Nick and Lisa Karter
BEAUTY AND THE WASTE...A white crane is seen floating next to a plastic bag
in Lenape Park in Cranford on Easter Sunday.  The bag was caught on the
branches after the recent high water. It is a reminder, on this spring day, we
should mind where we throw our waste.

Gene Jannotti for The Westfield Leader
SILLY WABBIT...Children in Garwood are greeted by the Easter Bunny and
presented with plenty of goodies. The wabbit enjoys his carrot.

Westfield Council Passes $37-Mil.
Budget for 2011, Expenses Flat

Senior Housing Corp. Pushes for
For New Lease at 1133 Boynton

MS BOE Salutes Students;
Addresses Staff Resignations

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s public meet-
ing, the Westfield Council approved
the $37,040,243  municipal budget in
a 6-1 vote. Democrat Councilman
Dave Haas was the lone dissenting
vote, while Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins and Mayor Andy Skibitsky
were absent. The average assessed
home of $184,000 will see an in-
crease of $115 for municipal services
for the year.

The town’s operating budget is
down $250,598 over last year and
salaries have decreased by $287,377.
The town has eliminated, largely
through retirements, 10 full time po-

sitions and one part-time position;
additionally, one full-time position is
being converted to two part-time po-
sitions.

Despite savings on operating and
salary expenses, the town’s revenue
is down $834,881 from 2010 which
is causing the tax increase.

By state law, the operating portion
of the town’s budget must not in-
crease more than 2 percent, however,
several “statutory” items fall outside
the cap and have increased 5.25 per-
cent over last year. The increases
include: the town’s debt service pay-
ment, which is up $67,235; public
employee pension payment, up
$209,139; fire fighter pension pay-

ment, up $334,778; health insurance
is up $273,000, and the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority payment has
increased $130,151.

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca said
that the council’s finance committee,
which he chairs, spent a lot of time
working on the budget and he thanked
the members. He said that it was a
difficult budget because of the 2 per-
cent cap requirement and that they
had to make a lot of difficult deci-
sions.

Councilman Haas, who also serves
on the finance committee, said he
was disappointed that the town did
not take advantage of a cost free
energy audit and also said he would
like to see more public budget meet-
ings take place.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan,
another member of the finance com-
mittee, called Councilman Haas’ no
vote “disingenuous” and that she
“fail(s) to understand how you can
vote against a budget you were an
integral part of.”

Councilman Haas told The
Westfield Leader that his vote was
“not about partisanship (but was) di-
rectly related to my constituents.”

During the public comments por-
tion of the meeting, James Ryan, Jr.,
vice-president of Firefighters Local
30, told the council that the Westfield
Fire Department has “severely lim-
ited manpower.” He said that at a
recent fire at the Hamilton House
apartments, firefighters rescued the
resident “at great risk to their own
safety.” Mr. Ryan said that despite
the town owning a ladder truck, they
are unable to staff it and it has not
been at seven of the last eight fires.
He also said that the town’s fire insur-
ance rating is being lowered.

Mr. Ciarrocca said that the town
has had to make difficult decisions
with the 2 percent cap, and worked

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Town of
Westfield and Westfield Senior Citi-
zens Housing Corporation (WSCHC)
are currently in negotiations to renew
the lease for building one and the 10
acres it sits on located at 1133 Boynton
Avenue.

The current lease was drawn up in
1975 and was done in conjunction
with a mortgage that the corporation
obtained to fund construction of the
172-unit age restricted apartment
building. The lease agreement was to

remain in effect for a period of 50
years and, in return, the town re-
ceives Payments In Lieu of Taxes
(PILOT), which for 2010 totaled
$174,401. Because the lease was
signed in 1975 the town does not
share any of the PILOT payment with
the school board or Union County;
under today’s regulations the town
would be required to share any new
PILOT with Union County.

According to documents provided
to The Westfield Leader by WSCHC
Board President Robert Conroy, the
corporation has been asking for a
lease renewal since 2001 as the
building’s mortgage was paid off at
that time.

The lease states that after the mort-
gage is paid, “The lessor (the town),
at its option may terminate the within
lease on 30 days written notice.” It
goes on to state that, “upon termina-
tion of this lease for any reason what-
soever, surrender to the lessor the
building, structures,
fixtures…together with all additions.”

Residents of 1133 Boynton must
be 62 years of age or older and in-
come eligibility requirements, estab-
lished by the Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) must
be met. Rent is approximately 30
percent of the residents’ monthly in-
come.

Letters provided by WSCHC to
The Leader state that their complaints
received “no response from” Town
Attorney Robert Cockren despite

multiple attempts. Mr. Conroy al-
leged in a June 2010 letter that Mr.
Cockren threatened the corporation
with a “hostile takeover.”

He also said in one of the letters to
the town that the corporation is “re-
quired to demonstrate to HUD that
we maintain full site control and title
to the current land.” While he said in
his letter that this requirement is nec-
essary so that WSCHC can serve as
the sponsor for a new housing project
currently slated to be built in
Garwood, Mr. Conroy told The
Leader that “no money from Westfield
will ever be used in Garwood,” add-
ing that the current lease language
does not meet HUD requirements
and leaves the current residents in
jeopardy of losing their rental subsi-
dies.

According to Mr. Conroy, if the
town took responsibility for the hous-
ing complex they would not be en-
titled to any HUD funds and would
cost the town upwards of $25 million
to run the complex for the first year.
He also told The Leader that the town
has asked for over $1 million a year in
lease and PILOT payments, a claim,
which Mayor Andy Skibitsky said is,
“not true.”

“I don’t dispute that they’re in a
difficult (financial) position, and that
they need to meet the needs of all the
people of Westfield,” Mr. Conroy said,
“but there is a need to take care of
those that have the least.”
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By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) meeting Tuesday evening fo-
cused on the recognition of students
from the district and their recent
achievements.

Beechwood School recently par-
ticipated in the “Jump Rope for Heart
Program.” Held on March 9, the
fundraiser raised $8,151 for the
American Heart Association.
Deborah Weiss, physical education
teacher and organizer of the event,
praised the students. “I’m very proud
of our students…they learned the im-
portance of how to keep their heart
healthy. They learned why we raise
money for the Heart Association and
the importance to help others and be
a ‘heart hero.’”

The board recognized the winners
of the annual second-grade Spelling
Bee. Beechwood students Claudia
Schneider and Hayden Sobel placed
first and second, respectively, in the
contest. Chief School Administrator
Jeanette Baubles said, “Watching
from the audience…it was extremely
exciting, and every second-grade stu-
dent who participated did a beautiful
job…we are very proud of you.”

Also honored were participants in
the “Letters About Literature” con-
test, sponsored annually by the Li-
brary of Congress and the New Jer-
sey Center for the Book. Entrants
compose a letter addressed to the
author of a book (fiction or non-
fiction), short story, poem, essay or
speech that moved and inspired them,
which is then judged by a national
panel.

Frances Hisgen, a seventh-grade
student at Deerfield School, was
awarded an Honorable Mention in
this year’s contest. With more than
70,000 entries, the “Letters About

Literature” contest is a competitive
event. Frances also was a participant
in the essay competition last year and
was similarly awarded.

Sheila Silagyi, library media spe-
cialist, said, “This extraordinary, ex-
tra-ordinary seventh grader is going
places. She is driven to scholarly
pursuits such as creative writing…and
this is the second consecutive year
she has put Deerfield School on the
map…”

Students from the Beechwood
School received an Honorable Men-
tion in the Law Fair Competition
sponsored by the New Jersey State
Bar Foundation. The students wrote
and submitted a mock trial centered
on a fictitious civil case involving an
amusement park and a negligent roller
coaster operator.

The students involved, J.D.
Armstrong, Andrew Cahill, Madison
Fong, Cailyn Jurczak, Liam Murphy,
Andrew Rittman, Darien Sawycky,
Jacob Schkolnick, Leah Slepoi, Erin
Splaine and Will Tracy, will perform
their mock trial at the New Jersey
Law Center in New Brunswick on
Monday, May 2.

The students commandeered the
BOE meeting and performed “Crash-
ing in Crashington” to the amuse-
ment of the audience. The trial will
be on the district’s website at
www.mountainsideschools.org/.
Teacher Suzanne Jenks guided the
students in this enterprise.

In other news, three teachers re-
signed, two with 16 years’ experi-
ence. Board member Christopher
Minks inquired whether these resig-
nations would have any effect on the
current budget or class size.

Ms. Baubles responded that the
resignations would “have an imme-
diate and very positive effect on the
number of teachers who would ulti-

Garwood Council Adopts
Budget; Defers Trash Deal

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Borough Council adopted the 2011
budget at Tuesday night’s Borough
Council meeting. The total budget is
$6,966,418 with $5,442,305 to be
raised in taxes, representing an in-
crease of $143,804 over last year.
State aid remained almost the same
as last year at $490,186.

Before voting on the budget, Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu, who chairs the
council’s finance committee, pro-
posed changes in the budget, and
deductions that he hoped would bring
the tax cap closer to 2 percent and
ultimately lower the taxes and spend-
ing as a whole. He said this year’s tax
increase is 2.8 percent over 2010.

A home assessed at $100,000, the
average assessment in the borough,
would see an increase of $69 on the
municipal side of their tax bill.

Councilman Mathieu urged the
council to prioritize spending and
said, “We need a mild top-line budget
control, and I refuse to believe that
people cannot stay within budget or
even lower it.”

Councilman Mathieu explained

that taxpayers are squeezing to get by
every day and, “We have a duty to put
government on a leash to ease the
strain on the taxpayer.”

Councilman Mathieu proposed a
reduced budget in the following areas:
$2,000 in administrative, $1,000 in
treasury, $5,000 in police and other
expenses in all three categories. The
council voted and passed these amend-
ments to the budget by a vote of 4 to 1.
The only item that Councilman
Mathieu proposed that did not pass
was $5,000 in building and grounds.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
praised Councilman Mathieu for his
hard work and fine-tooth combing
with the budget.

“It is great to sit here and listen to
budget discussion. Councilman
Mathieu ran to take control of the
finances and he kept his promise,” Mr.
Paterson said. “I commend you, Mr.
Mathieu, for achieving your goals and
for shooting for the 2-percent cap on
taxes.”

The results of the votes on Coun-
cilman Mathieu’s proposed changes
will be amended to the final budget
that was adopted Tuesday.
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See School Election Results From Wednesday Night at www.goleader.com


