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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Arthur”
Gives You a Run for the Money

2 and 1/2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film critic

Filmgoers respectful of the first
“Arthur,” starring the late, great Dudley
Moore, needn’t be afraid to laugh lest
they commit sacrilege whence seeing
this shiny new remake featuring Russell
Brand as the title billionaire-dipsoma-
niac. Understandable, however, that
possibility born of a reverence for the
1981 classic comedy does jog a fond
memory.

I was a neophyte in the N.Y. screen-
ing rooms, amazed at my good fortune
to be in the same space, even if still not
conversant with, my film critic idols,
when Hesh and I, who would evolve
into longtime movie companions, at-
tended a preview of the original. We
knew nothing of the movie; only that it
was a comedy. Then the lights went
down.

Dudley Moore erupted into his rau-
cous, drunken but loveable bad boy
with the force of a comedic Jack-in-
the-box. The room remained silent in
what seemed like conspired defiance.
But Hesh and I couldn’t help it. We
soon started to titter, muffling our reac-
tion whilst looking at each other for an
explanation of the otherwise Sphinx-
like reception.

Then Arthur really got rolling, a
gangbusters illustration of nose-thumb-
ing impudence, a playboy who only
lived for a good time, and couldn’t care
less what anyone else thought. OK, so
he was a fall down drunk. Who wasn’t
back then? But the room stood its stodgy
ground. Our snickers grew to chortles.
And finally there was no containing
ourselves.

We gave into the comic epiphany.
Pent-up belly-laughs were released like
a suddenly deflated zeppelin. So much
for appearances and demeanor. We
would cackle robustly. Let them throw
us out of the place. It was funny! In the
movies, this is when the monocled old
gent in the room finally accedes, giving
consent for all to join in heartily.

I like to think it happened that way,
and that we were the flint that got the
bonfire of mirth started. In any case,
sounder funny bones prevailed, and the
rest is history…until now with the ar-
rival of what some may see as the
ignoble usurper. The syndrome is com-
mon, and often as not more a patriotic
defense of one’s era than an artistic
criticism.

If you live the projected three score
and eighteen, you’ll see 3.2 remakes of
your favorite movie, plus the silent one
you didn’t even know existed until you
took that film course. But I’ll commit
no blasphemy. While this “Arthur” is

only a shadow of the icon, it’s not a bad
silhouette at that, a contemporary hom-
age full of its very own personality and
wit.

Deserving credit for having the chutz-
pah to tackle the sacrosanct role, Russell
Brand last imparted his stoner imprint
as rock star Aldous Snow in “Get Him
to the Greek” (2010). So he is no
stranger to treading on hallowed ground
if you consider that said film is actually
a variation on the Peter O’Toole-star-
ring “My Favorite Year” (1982).

Borrowing from Moore but inter-
jecting his unique style of audacious
rebellion against whatever doesn’t
tickle his spoiled fancy, this poor little
rich kid can run amok with the best of
them. All the N.Y. cops know him.
Quickly released from jail after a night
of hedonism, he bails out his fellow
inmates, informing, “It wouldn’t seem
fair otherwise.”

In another scene, upon hearing that
there is a recession on, he unleashes the
contents of an ATM in a 7-11 on a group
of strangers whilst exclaiming, “Free
money!” He’s a goodhearted wastrel
who believes that currency should be
used in the pursuit of fun. To his dowa-
ger mom’s chagrin, he has no interest in
working to enlarge the family fortune.

 Of course Mumsy (Geraldine James)
has had sonny boy’s antics and disin-
terest in the accumulation of wealth up
to here. She’s given him
everything…but love. In patrician fash-
ion, she’s left that chore to his nanny,
Hobson, nicely exacted by Helen
Mirren. The governess is his only friend.
Most of the other women he knows are,
well, you know.

One exception, but only by the amount
of money she’s interested in, is Jennifer
Garner’s Susan, the daughter of a self-
made industrialist (Nick Nolte). While
already rich, she’d sure like the coat of
arms that comes with marrying Arthur.
And mother wouldn’t mind letting her
believe aristocracy rubs off if it’ll har-
ness Arthur for the good of the dynasty.

But don’t worry. This wouldn’t be
the fun-filled, modern fairy tale it is if
there weren’t also a poor but sweet gal
like Greta Gerwig’s perfectly cast
Naomi in the mix. Naturally she sup-
ports a sick dad. I know. It’s predict-
able. But for those who don’t mind
trading a little credibility for a lot of
kismet, “Arthur” proves rich with laughs
and good feelings.

…
“Arthur,” rated PG-13, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by Ja-
son Winer and stars Russell Brand,
Helen Mirren and Greta Gerwig. Run-
ning time: 110 minutes

Visual Arts Center to Host
NY Architect Thomas Phifer
SUMMIT – Acclaimed New York

architect Thomas Phifer will present
“Environmental Imperatives in Ar-
chitecture” at the Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey, 68 Elm Street, on
Thursday, April 28, from 7:30 – 9
p.m. Mr. Phifer will discuss recent
projects such as museums, office
buildings, courthouses and private
residences and how they relate to
their settings and connect to the natu-
ral environment. He also will exam-
ine how elements of sustainability
support design excellence and tech-
nical innovation to promote light-
ness and transparency.

“Environmental Imperatives in
Architecture” is part of the Thurs-
day Evening Salon Series featuring

10 exciting lectures spanning cur-
rent topics in the arts, humanities,
and the social sciences. Discussions
are held in an informal setting to
provide an opportunity for every-
one—regardless of educational or
professional background—to learn
more about the world of art and
artists and how it impacts other dis-
ciplines.

The Series runs from January 13
through May 19. The Salon Series is
made possible by a grant from the
New Jersey Council for the Humani-
ties, a state partner of the National
Endowment for the Humanities. Pro-
grams are free-of-charge. Call (908)
273-9121 to book a seat or reserve
online at artcenternj.org.

Photo courtesy of Scott Frances
WOW FACTOR...Acclaimed New York architect Thomas Phifer will present
“Environmental Imperatives in Architecture” at the Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey, on Thursday, April 28. Pictured above, Thomas Phifer and Partners
designed the North Carolina Museum of Art in Raleigh, NC.

“Harpin’ For Hunger”
to Benefit Community

FoodBank
GARWOOD – Four of the north-

east region’s most prolific blues har-
monica players will come together
for a great cause – The Community
FoodBank of New Jersey – at “Harpin’
For Hunger,” on Saturday, April 30,
at Crossroads, 78 North Avenue start-
ing at 8:30 p.m.

The requested donation is $15. ($10
if you bring a canned food item). For
more information call (908) 232-5666
or log onto harpinforhunger.com.

The concept behind “Harpin’ For
Hunger” was formed by musician/
WFDU-FM on-air deejay, Dennis
Gruenling and will also be happen-
ing in other cities including Pawling,
N.Y. on May 14.

Act IV to Present
Our Town in May

PLAINFIELD –The great Ameri-
can play, Our Town, is coming to
Plainfield. This award-winning story
of life in a small town teaches that life
is a fragile gift delivered in pieces,
and that there is always magic in the
moment.

Our Town will be presented at the
First Unitarian Society of Plainfield’s
Parish Theater, 724 Park Avenue.
Performance dates are: Friday and
Saturdays, May 6, 7, 13 and 14 at 8
p.m. and Sundays, May 8, and 15, at
3 p.m. Tickets are $15.

Plainfield’s Parish Theater is the
oldest Community Theater in New
Jersey. First begun in 1925 as Parish
Players, it has premiered plays that
have gone on to New York, as well as
served as a springboard for aspiring
actors.

As Act IV, the theater continues to
present high quality plays attracting
many fine local actors, such as
Fanwood’s Christopher Gibbs as the
stage manager, and Scotch Plains
Resident Renee Litwin as Julia Gibbs.

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
78 Winans Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

908.276.7611   www.cdctheatre.org

May 6-21,    2011
   May 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21 @     8p; May 15 @ 2p

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
                                      presents

Teens to Showcase Talent at
UCPAC May 3

RAHWAY – Many teenagers day-
dream about singing or dancing on a
stage before a live audience. That
dream will become a reality for a
group of talented Union County
middle and high school students on
Tuesday, May 3, at 7 p.m. when they
perform at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center, 1601 Irving
Street, in Rahway’s downtown arts
district.

Jazz combos, vocal groups, pia-
nists, dancers and theater perfor-
mances were selected for the special
May 3 Teen Arts Showcase from

among the 4,000 students who par-
ticipated in March at the 2011 Teen
Arts Festival at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford. An exhibit of stu-
dents’ visual artwork from the Teen
Arts Festival also will be on display
in the reception area at the Perform-
ing Arts Center.

The annual Teen Arts Festival is
sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and
coordinated by the Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs in the
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal.

The Union County Teen Arts Fes-
tival is an annual two-day celebra-
tion of the arts where students and a
staff of 50 professional artists par-
ticipate in performances, critiquing
seminars, master classes and work-
shops in every discipline – visual
arts, music, creative writing, the-
ater, media arts and dance. The
Festival’s focus is not on competi-
tion. It is an opportunity for students
to develop perceptual, intellectual
and technical skills; gain cultural
awareness and understanding; de-
velop personal, aesthetic values; and
learn self-discipline, critical think-
ing and problem solving through
analyzing, interpreting and making
judgments.

The Teen Arts Showcase is spon-
sored by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and the Union
County Performing Arts Center.
Teachers, fellow students, friends
and family members of participat-
ing students are invited to attend the
Showcase on May 3rd along with
the general public. Admission is free.

For more information about the
Teen Arts Showcase, please contact
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202. Tele-
phone: (908) 558-2550. NJ Relay
Users dial 711. Or e-mail
Culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

‘HARPIN’ FOR HUNGER…Dennis
Gruenling (pictured) is the organizer
and one of the performers at the
“Harpin’ For Hunger” event to benefit
the Community FoodBank of New Jer-
sey, taking place Saturday, April 30, at
the Crossroads in Garwood. Mr.
Gruenling is also the host of the “Blues
and The Beat” program heard over
WFDU 89.1 FM. For more informa-
tion, visit harpinforhunger.com.

Photo courtesy of Charlie Neiss
Act IV’s Our Town rehearsal is under-
way with opening night set for May 6 at
Plainfield’s Parish Theater.

Gretchen Castorina to Chair WSO’s
2011 ‘Tour of Notable Homes’

WESTFIELD – Imagine being in-
vited to tour one of only two private
residences designed by Henry Ba-
con, the master architect who de-
signed the Lincoln memorial,” says
who has been named chair of the
Friends of Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra’s 2011
Tour of Notable Homes to
be held Saturday, June 4.

“This year,” Mrs.
Castorina discloses, “the
tour consists of five won-
derful homes including the
Henry Bacon house and a
renovated historic Victo-
rian home circa 1863.”

In making the announce-
ment of Mrs. Castorina’s
appointment last week the Friend’s
co-president Lee Corcoran, herself
a former chair of the event, com-
mented, “The Friends group is
thrilled to have Gretchen taking the
lead. She has true vision for the
project combined with outstanding
leadership skills.”

Mrs. Castorina holds a degree in
international relations with a con-
centration in economics earned at
Colgate University. During the early
years of her career in New York City
she pursued commodity research and
statistics. Now a Westfield resident,
she is currently a realtor with Keller
Williams Realty of Westfield. She
and her husband, Edward Castorina,
a member of the orchestra’s board,
are parents of teenage twin daugh-
ters.

She points out that Westfield is
one of only a few smaller communi-
ties nationwide that has a profes-

sional symphony orchestra of this
caliber. She adds, “We love it be-
cause it adds to the quality of cul-
tural life here.”

Mrs. Castorina promises that this
year’s tour will include something

for everyone including
musical interludes, a bou-
tique raffle and refresh-
ments served in a garden.

“Each year the orches-
tra depends on the tour as
a critical source of the fi-
nances necessary to fund
its performances,” accord-
ing to David Wroe, Music
Director. “Most people
don’t realize that only
about a third of the

orchestra’s revenue comes from sub-
scriptions and concert ticket sales.”

Tickets for this year’s Tour of No-
table Homes are $30 when purchased
in advance and $35 on the day of the
tour. Tickets will be available in May.

For further information go to
www.westfieldsymphony.org.

Gretchen Castorina‘Of Gods and
Men’ at the Forum

METUCHEN – The Forum The-
atre will be showing “Of Gods and
Men” this weekend. The movie took
the Grand Prize at the 2010 Cannes
Film Festival. It was the winner of
Best Foreign Language Film, 2010
National Board of Review.

Eight French Christian monks live
in harmony with their Muslim broth-
ers in a monastery perched in the
mountains of North Africa in the
1990s. When a crew of foreign work-
ers is massacred by an Islamic funda-
mentalist group, fear sweeps though
the region. The army offers them
protection, but the monks refuse.
Should they leave?

Despite the growing menace in their
midst, they slowly realize that they
have no choice but to stay.

This film is loosely based on the
life of the Cistercian monks of
Tibhirine in Algeria, from 1993 until
their kidnapping in 1996.

Show Times: Friday. April 22, 7:30;
Saturday, April 23, 5 and 7:30; Sun-
day, April 24, 5 p.m. The Forum
Theatre is located at 314 Main Street.

For information call (732)
548.5600 or visit,
forumtheatrearts.org.

Move, Mambo or Meditate at
Westfield Summer Workshop

WESTFIELD - This summer ac-
tive students can spend some time
on the gym floor, the dance floor or
the yoga mat when they choose
courses from the Dance and Move-
ment Department at the 2011
Westfield Summer Workshop
(WSW).

New to the department this year is
Latin Dance Beats, where students
will use a variety of Latin dances
that will have them eager to join a
fiesta of dance movements.

This department continues to of-
fer dance classes in Hip Hop, Dance
Pom, Dance Sampler and Irish
Dance. Sports enthusiasts may
choose Volleyball, Classic Gym
Games or Fencing I and Fencing II,
while others may elect to enroll in
Gymnastics I or Gymnastics II.

Other selections in arts, crafts,
communications, drama, kaleido-
scope, music, and musical theater,
for students in pre-kindergarten to
grade 8, join these Dance and Move-
ment Department classes. The pro-
gram also includes the Summer Stage
Theater, for performers in grades 6
to 12, which will present the juke-
box musical Leader of the Pack: The
Ellie Greenwich Story.

The 2011 WSW, open to residents
of all communities, will be held at

Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield, from June 29 until July
29. Classes are held from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m., with options for
7:30 a.m. drop-off or a full day of
programming in conjunction with
the Westfield YMCA.

Classes are taught by profession-
als and degreed and certified in-
structors. A registered nurse is on
staff during the regular workshop
session.

For more information on the
Westfield Summer Workshop, a di-
vision of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, please call (908) 518-
1551 or visit the NJWA studios at
150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield. The complete brochure
and registration form are available
on line at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

blues-reggae “Coming Home” and
the poppy “Slave Trade,” Milan pulled
out their biggest surprise as they
managed to perform an acoustic ver-
sion of the Jimi Hendrix classic “Voo-
doo Chile.” While most of the solos
were kept, the quieter setting revealed
a surprising soul-fullness to the song,
usually buried under its heavy guitar.

After the well-received cover,
Milan stuck to their own material,
“Liquor’ Breath,” the more Carib-
bean “Rocksteady Vibrations,” be-
fore adding Sublime’s “Boss DJ”
before ending with the sing-a-long
“Back to the Roots and “Five-Oh!”

While several bands played at
Sound Station throughout the day, if
the openers were any indication, they
had a very high mark to meet. It was
also a sign that “Record Store Day”
could be a very welcome event in
Westfield next year.

Sound Station
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

WSO Calendar of
Events

To Russia and Beyond
With Love

Season Finale
Saturday, May 14, 8 p.m.
The Presbyterian Church,

Westfield
Tchaikovsky – Symphony No.

5 Bruckner – Symphony No.7 al-
legro moderato Experience the
thrill and fervor of supreme artis-
tic masterpieces from Russia and
Austria.

Tickets $25-$70
(908) 232 9400

WF Symphony at Lincoln Center
***

“ Love Lost – Love Won”
Tuesday, May 24, 8 p.m.
Teatro Grattacielo 2011

An Operatic Double Bill with
Westfield Symphony Orchestra

conductor David Wroe.
Il Re by Umberto Giordano

Compagnacci by Primo
Riccitelli

Rose Theatre Frederick P. Rose
Hall Lincoln Center

Broadway at 60th Street, NYC.
Tickets $75-50-25-15.

Box Office: Broadway at 60th,
ground floor - jalc.org

(212) 721-6500
***

Save the Date
“Tour of Notable Homes”

Saturday, June 4
For further information go to

westfieldsymphony.org.

SILENT BID...A guest bids on a piece
of art at the Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey Blank Canvas Benefit held in
Summit on April 2. Over 100 artists
from across the country created origi-
nal pieces of art from a blank canvas
that were auctioned off at the event.


