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If you’re a fan of WHS sports, and
especially WHS baseball, get out your
Panama hats and be at Edison Inter-
mediate School this Saturday morn-
ing. At 10:30, there will be a ceremony
renaming the field in the memory of
the late Bob Brewster Sr., one of the
all-time greats of Westfield sports.

Brewster, whose son Bob is in his
29th year as the WHS baseball coach
and closing in on 500 career victories,
spent most of his adult life involved as
a coach and president of the town’s
football, basketball and baseball youth
programs. For the last 28 years he was
a regular at WHS baseball games, sit-
ting in his lawn chair down the third-
base line and wearing a Panama hat for
protection from the sun.

You’ve got to figure Papa Brew
would be totally enjoying his son’s
current squad. Scrappers, sluggers,
no-name pitchers. The first week saw
them go 5-1 against a very difficult
schedule: Old Bridge (beating a
Rutgers signee), always-tough
Hillsborough, rivals Union and
Cranford, Somerset power
Bridgewater-Raritan and ranked
Monroe. The only loss was to defend-
ing state champion Cranford, in extra
innings.

The Devils bring a 9-2 record into
today’s game against archrival Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the final pre-
Brewster Memorial Field game.

Dozens of former WHS baseball
players are expected to be there Sat-
urday, along with many people who
knew Brewster, who had three sons
(Bob Jr., Brad and Roger) play base-
ball at WHS; a fourth son, Daryl, was
a varsity wrestler.

Brewster attended Newark Central

High School and St. Benedict’s Prep,
and has been inducted into both the
Westfield and Newark Athletic Halls
of Fame. He was an original member
of the WAHOF committee.

The opponent Saturday is Union
Hill, from up around the Lincoln Tun-
nel.

All WHS fans and alumni are asked
to wear a Panama hat, in honor of
Papa Brew, whose wife Marge will be
throwing out the first pitch.

RECORD-TYING DAY
Dan Kerr tied a school record on

Monday, April 4, at Hillsborough.
The senior first basemen hit for the
cycle, and did it in reverse – home
run, triple, double, single – which
may actually be the easy way, getting
the more difficult hits out of the way
first. The only other known WHS
cyclist was by Mike Murray (’06), as
a freshman in 2003 against Shabazz.

BONARD LEAVES MARK
Tom Bonard (WHS, ’07) recently

finished his four-year basketball ca-
reer at Montclair State University. The
5-foot-9 guard left big shoes to fill.

A three-year team captain (the last
two with SPF grad Sean Young),
started all 28 games for the 20-8
Redhawks, scoring 189 points (6.8
ppg) with a team-best 35 3-pointers
and 72 assists.

For his career, which saw the team
go 69-39, he scored 697 points (6.6
ppg).

He had 127 career 3-points, No. 2
in school history, and hit 38.8 percent
of them – best in school history. He is
No. 2 in games played (106, the leader
has 107), No. 5 in career starts (76),
No. 6 in career minutes (2,337), No.
10 in career steals (118) and No. 12 in

career assists (203).
Bonard’s WHS teammate Mike

Venezia had a solid year at Colgate,
after battling through some major
injuries the past two seasons. Despite
missing eight games, Venezia fin-
ished third on the team with 9.6 ppg,
and led the team in 3-pointers (43). A
redshirt junior and already a two-
year team captain, he scored a career-
high 27 against Lehigh.

MONNINGER NAMED
Steve Monninger (WHS, ’94) has

been named the head football coach
at Norfolk (Va.) Academy. Since
graduating from WHS, Monninger
has been at Middlebury (Vt.) Col-
lege, playing football (linebacker) and
lacrosse, and then as an assistant foot-
ball coach. The Bulldogs are coming
off a winless season.

Monninger is the son of Bill
Monninger, one of Westfield’s leg-
endary youth baseball and football
coaches in the 1960s and ’70s, and
the nephew of Joe Monninger (’71), a
Hall of Fame quarterback at WHS.

SPRING UPDATES
The tennis team lost to ancient rival

Ridgewood 3-2 in the second round
of the Bryan Bennett (Delbarton) In-
vitational. The Devils had reached
the BBI final five straight years, win-
ning in 2007 and ’08.

The baseball team hosts Ridge on
Monday. It’s possible that the Red
Devils (in their green and white uni-
forms) will pitch senior flame-thrower
J.B. Kole, the son of former WHS
flame-thrower Jeff Kole (’76).

SWIMMING UPDATE
Jack Lorentzen, a senior going to

Lehigh University, was the recipi-
ent of the first Matt Cahill Memo-
rial Scholarship Award. The award
will be given annually to the senior
boy who best combines: a) leader-
ship, 2) overachieving, and 3) ris-
ing to the occasion in the biggest
meets, all characteristics of the late
Matt Cahill, captain of the 2000
state champion boys swim team who
passed away a little over a year ago.
The award was presented by Matt’s
parents, Andy and Cathy Cahill, now
living in Sea Girt.

IS IT JUST ME …
Or has anybody noticed that the

five little jellied candies in a package
of Chuckles are always in the same
order? Green, orange, black, yellow,
red … or red, yellow, black, orange,
green. Always!

COOLEST SWEATS
Ran into a former neighbor at the

local drug store. He is a Rider Univer-
sity professor and was wearing a great
hooded sweatshirt.

On the front: RIDER Sociology.
On the back: We study Marx from

all Engels.
IN THE GENES

Congratulations to Andy Larson
(WHS, ’95) and his wife Ronwyn on
the birth of their daughter Brynnleigh
Kensington on March 30. Larson was
a versatile standout on WHS’s ’95
state champion swim team.

IN PASSING
Jimmy Livesey (Holy Trinity, ’67)

passed away on March 30 after a long
illness. Jimmy, older brother of Faith-
ful Reader Jerry, was a cross-country
and basketball standout at Trinity –
MVP in both sports as a senior, he
scored 27 against Immaculata once –
and also student council president. At
Stonehill College, where he helped
start the cross-country team, he was
class president his junior and senior
years.

DEN’S TOP FIVE
This week we’re going to take a

look at the best 1-2-3-4 hitters in
WHS baseball lineups, since 1960.
This year’s team features Tim
Younger-James O’Rourke-A.J.
Murray-Danny Kerr, which ranks
right up there. Here’s our other best
top ‘o’ the orders:

5. Owen Brand-Kurt Stock-Keith
Colicchio-K.C. Knobloch in 1978.

4. Chuck Hood-Rick James-Bobby
Flynn-Ken Stith in 1966.

3. Craig Ellis-Mike Diaz-Mike
Murray-Tom Ricciuti in 2006.

2. Brian Ciemniecki-Ryan Mann-
Steve Cheek-Kris Williams in 1995.

1. Paul Pecka-John Havas-Neil
Chamberlin-Steve Tebbetts in 1972.

(Next time: Top baseball fields –
ambience-wise – that WHS has
played at, since 1960. Ambience
equals: grass infield, no lights, odd
outfield dimensions, spicy brown
mustard at the refreshment stand,
concrete stands … and a covered
grandstand is a huge plus.)

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, WHS4evr!

Break Out Panama Hats
And Celebrate Saturday

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CALI CHAMBLISS SLAMS TWO-RUN HOMER IN FIFTH

WF Softball Rallies in Fifth
But Falls to Valley Girls, 4-2

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A fifth-inning rally
helped the Westfield High School
softball team force extra innings
against Pascack Valley on April 16,
but the eighth frame was not kind to
the Lady Blue Devils, who lost, 4-2.

Pascack’s Jess Prinzi went the dis-
tance (eight innings) and kept the
bats mostly silent. Westfield hitters
were left guessing most of the after-
noon; Prinzi mixed her pitches effec-
tively and coaxed many weak hacks
at offerings out of the strike zone.

The morning started off with Cali
Chambliss and Julia Criscuolo strik-
ing out in the first inning. They would
go on to become two of the 13 “K”
victims. Hits would come sandwiched
between strikeouts, and the Blue Dev-
ils never really challenged the Indians
throughout the early part of the game.

“We did not make adjustments in
the first five innings, offensively.
We’re all just swinging at balls and
letting strikes go by,” Westfield Head
Coach Caitlin MacDonald said.

The Indians seemed poised
throughout, especially early. Even on
a cold and cloudy day, the team was
talkative and positive. Many parents,
bedecked in sweatshirts and gloves,
remarked that it was “football
weather,” and those who were within
earshot of Pascack Head Coach Craig
Nielsen could swear he was speaking
the language of pigskin.

The head coach would routinely
shout out plays to his squad, who
would then repeat the command back
to him. He seemed to be calling pitches
and positioning his defense at once,
barking out color and number combi-
nations that were equal parts decoy
and strategy.

Westfield retired the side in order
in the first frame. However, in the
next two innings, a combination of
misplays in the field and opportunis-
tic efforts by the visitors led to an
early deficit for Westfield. In the sec-
ond, a Pascack batter led off with a
triple and scored on a throwing error
at third base.

In the third, Pascack’s pesky two-
hole hitter bunted her way on and
then stole second. Following a
strikeout, she advanced to third, where
she would score after a hard smash to
Chambliss popped in and out of her
mitt, and the shortstop’s throw to first
was tardy.

In the top of the fourth, with a
runner on first and one out, right
fielder Shannon Schaefer made a nice
catch, then threw to first to complete
a double play.

In the bottom of the fifth, Sam Jack-
son looped a pop single then Chambliss
drilled a deep home run that would tie
the game at two. Westfield began to
communicate very well following the
blast, showing pep on their bench and
bringing that out onto the field in the
sixth, where pitcher Elena Scarano
slammed the door on the Indians, set-
ting them down 1-2-3.

In the sixth, Emma Crossland got
to second on an infield throwing error
and took third on a ball in the dirt, but
Westfield’s 5 and 6 hitters K’ed to
end the inning. Scarano retired the
Indians in order in the seventh.

In the bottom of the seventh, a
questionable call by the first-base
umpire allowed Jackson to reach first
base with one out. After Jackson stole
second, a pinch runner took third
when Pascack’s shortstop, after field-
ing a subsequent chopper, failed to
pressure the pinch runner back to

second. She checked the runner back
only briefly before throwing to first
base for the second out.

The winning run was 60 feet away
with Chambliss due up. Coach
Nielsen decided to intentionally walk
Chambliss to take the bat out of her
hands, while creating forces at first
and second. With Chambliss’ poten-
tial run not mattering, she took sec-
ond on defensive indifference.

The game came down to Sarah Seitz
at the plate with the winning run at
third. The two-hole hitter hit a
screamer, but an Indians infielder was
positioned perfectly and made the grab.

In the Indians’ eighth, Nicole Sand-
ers crushed a two-run homerun over
the centerfielder’s head to make the
score, 4-2.

With the heart of Westfield’s lineup
coming up, Criscuolo singled, but the
offense could not push the runner
home.

“Honestly, today was a game that
was so close; it was anybody’s game,”
Coach MacDonald said. “And in the
bottom of the seventh, we have run-
ners at second and third, and Sarah
Seitz comes up and nails it. She just
nailed it right at her. I mean, to me, we
played a really good game. We came
back from being behind. We did give
them a couple of runs in the begin-
ning, runs that maybe one of them
could have been stopped.”

Coach MacDonald added, “But
with that being said, we came back.
And we had the opportunity to win,
and she (Seitz) couldn’t have hit it
any harder. At that point, it’s extra
innings, and it’s anybody’s game.
They beat us today. They were the
better team. They executed a little bit
better, but all around, I’m pretty
pleased with the way [we] played.”

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPLITTING THE DEFENSE…Westfield High School’s Katherine Frega ma-
neuvers between two Morristown-Beard defenders in Friday’s girls lacrosse
match at Tamaques School. Frega had two goals and an assist in the 12-5 victory.
Elizabeth Cusick, Emily Gretsky and Courtney Weisse had three goals each.
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Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PITCHING A STRONG GAME…Blue Devil pitcher Elena Scarano, center, held Pascack Valley scoreless in the fifth, sixth
and seventh innings but needed to get some offensive support from her team.


